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STUDY GUIDE 

JOYFUL HARVEST TEACHING SERIES 

7 Christian Foundations  

STUDY: Foundation #4- Baptisms 

 

LESSONS 1-4 
 

What is the baptism into Christ? 
 

 

Three Baptisms of the Believer- Ephesians 4:5 (One baptism-three parts) see chart 

Baptism-To dip into. 

 

1. Baptism into water- Acts 10:47 
2. Baptism into Christ- Baptism into Christ is salvation- Romans 6:3, I Corinthians 12:13, 

Galatians 3:27, Col 2:11-13 - Salvation is an infilling of the Spirit- John 20:19-22 This 

occurred BEFORE Acts 2.   

3. Baptism into Holy Spirit –Acts 1:4-5-Matthew 28: 19-20, Matthew 3:11, Acts 2 was a 

Baptism into the HS.  
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Some Pentecostals have a misunderstanding of the three baptism and put some of these 
together as one and caused some error in doctrine like: 
 

1. You get saved when you go under the water 
 

2. You’re not saved unless you speak in tongues 
 
A Baptist misunderstanding of the three baptism caused some error in doctrine also: 
 

1. They say the baptism of the Holy Spirit is the same as the baptism into Christ, so there is 
no need for tongues today or the supernatural gifts of the Spirit. The teach salvation came 
to the church as a new experience in Acts 2. 

 
There is a great need to understand this next baptism properly. This is the second Baptism we 
have discussed although it is the primary and the MOST important one. 
 
A note about the word “baptism” 

Is it possible that when we see the word “baptism” in scripture our minds always think 
“water” and infers it? We should retrain our thinking and not always infer “water” when we 
see this word. Think about how Christ uses this word to infer being submerged into suffering 
but calls it a baptism,(Luke 12:50)  Also consider where the Apostle Paul uses the term 
speaking of how Israel coming out of Egyptian bondage were “baptized” in the cloud and 
water. What was the baptism in the cloud and what does it represent for us today? Keep in 
mind they were also symbolically baptized into water there. (1 Cor. 10:1-2)  What about the 
phrase “baptized into the Holy Spirit” used in Acts 1:4-8 where water is not used or 
mentioned till after the experience happened in Peter’s sermon? Obviously this is entirely 
nothing to do with water. So the Bible does speak of many different baptisms and water is 
not used or even referred to. 
 

 
Three Baptisms that were not “water” baptisms 
 
Luke 12:50 (HCSB)  
50  But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how it consumes Me until it is finished!  

 
1 Corinthians 10:1-4 (HCSB)  
1  Now I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, all passed through 
the sea,  
2  and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.  
3  They all ate the same spiritual food,  
4  and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from a spiritual rock that followed them, 
and that rock was Christ.  
 
Acts 1:4-5 (HCSB)  
4  While He was together with them, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for 
the Father’s promise. “This,” ⌊He said, “is what⌋ you heard from Me;  
5  for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now.”  
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Jesus exampled all three baptism experiences that the believer should have. 
 
 

 

 The Doctrine of the Baptism into Christ- Jesus Baptism (Vs. water and Spirit 
baptism) 

 

 Primarily a Pauline revelation 
 

 Introduction 
 
Galatians 3:27 (KJV)  
27  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

 
Notice that it is baptism that puts us into Christ so that we can be saved. Galatians 3:27, "For 
as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ." This is the only way a 
person can get into Christ. The preposition into indicates a change of relationship. You can 
search from the front to the back of your Bible, and you will find no other way to get into 
Christ except by being baptized into Christ. Either a person has been baptized into Christ, or 
he is still outside of Christ. We are either in or we are out. Have you been baptized into 
Christ in order to be saved and have your sins forgiven?  Keep in mind we are NOT talking 
about WATER baptism. 

 

 

 What is the Baptism into Christ? 
 

 It is the salvation experience- putting on Christ- 
 

Galatians 3:27 (KJV)  
27  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

 
a. One baptism. Same measure of grace for us all. 

 
Ephesians 4:5-7 (KJV)  
5  One Lord, one faith, one baptism,  
6  One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.  
7  But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.  

 
 

b. Eternal Salvation: This is supernatural new birth- NOT easily lost Hebrews 5:9, Eternal 

means: “without beginning, without end, never to cease, everlasting” 
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Hebrews 5:9 (KJV)  
9  And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey 

him;  

 

1 John 5:11-12 (KJV)  
11  And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  
12  He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 

 
c. Salvation: A twofold movement: one we go into Christ and Two he comes into us. 

 

 

 It is the true circumcision- Buried with Him in this baptism is the spiritual circumcision that 
separates us from being “in the flesh” and being controlled by it. (Gal 5:16-19) 

 
Colossians 2:11-15 (KJV)  
11  In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off 

the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:  
12  Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the 

operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.  
13  And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened 

together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;  
14  Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, 

and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;  
15  And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing 

over them in it.  

New American Commentary on Colossians 2:12  
“Three comments regarding the relationship of circumcision and baptism are in order. 
First, Paul connected circumcision and baptism. Primarily, he paralleled circumcision and 
burial into Christ. Nevertheless, many see a direct relationship between the two here. 
Some use this passage to support baptism of infants which, they say, corresponds to 
circumcision.193 Here, however, the salvation experience corresponds to circumcision. 
Circumcision and baptism are two illustrations of salvation. There is, of course, a mental 
picture conveyed by the two illustrations. In drawing parallels between the two, the logic 
of the passage demonstrates that Paul relates circumcision to baptism, rather than 
baptism to circumcision. That is, a circumcision takes place at a Christian’s spiritual 
baptism. He developed the meaning of the Christian’s circumcision by appealing to 
baptism, rather than defining baptism in terms of the Old Testament circumcision. In this 
comparison a New Testament truth is illustrated by the ritual of circumcision. There is no 
evidence that baptism fulfills a necessary correspondence to the Old Testament system. 
The second concern here is the meaning of baptism. Although this certainly relates to the 
practice of baptism, the meaning of the term impacts interpretation. There can be no 
doubt about the fact that Paul’s primary reference in the employment of the term 
“baptism” was to spiritual baptism, what he called “baptism into Christ” in Rom 6:1–3. 
The water ritual may lie in the background of thought, but the spiritual meaning is 
primary. It is nevertheless important to remember that spiritual baptism brings to mind 
the picture of physical baptism. Spiritually, it is the point of time when a person identifies 
with the death of Christ and, through faith, anticipates the new life which God will bring 
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to him. This passage calls for an intelligent, active response on the part of the believer. 
That can hardly be equated to the entrance into a covenant community (as was true of 
circumcision) and related to the parents’ faith (as is true of infant baptism). The entire 
context points to the time of conversion. 
The third element has a bearing on the mode of baptism. Although physical baptism is 
somewhat removed from the statements of Paul here or in Romans, theologians have 
always taught that the mode of baptism should picture the meaning. The meaning of 
baptism is related to a believer’s personal faith, to death and burial with Christ, and to the 
resurrection to new life. The Christian mode of baptism, therefore, will be the one that 
best pictures a situation of burial and resurrection. The meaning calls for a picture based 
on a personal and active faith, which represents the theological truths of the salvation 
experience (death and resurrection). Immersion best pictures that event.”1 
 

a. Salvation is a circumcision. 
 

David saw in the future a day when righteousness would be imputed without 
circumcision (Psalms 32:1-2). Abraham was circumcised by faith first- 

 
Romans 4:11-12 (HCSB)  
11  And he received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by 

faith while still uncircumcised. This was to make him the father of all who believe but are 

not circumcised, so that righteousness may be credited to them also.  
12  And he became the father of the circumcised, who are not only circumcised but who also 

follow in the footsteps of the faith our father Abraham had while he was still uncircumcised. 

 

b. It’s here where we have victory over the flesh 

Galatians 5:16-19 (KJV)  
16  This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.  
17  For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are 

contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.  
18  But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.  
19  Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, 

uncleanness, lasciviousness, … 

 

 It is an impartation of His Spirit- When Jesus breathed on the disciples they were saved 
 

1 Corinthians 12:13-14 (KJV)  
13  For by one Spirit are we all (Added by LB- Spiritually not water) baptized into one body, 

whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink 

into one Spirit.  
14   For the body is not one member, but many.    

 

                                                      
1 Melick, R. R. (1991). Philippians, Colossians, Philemon (Vol. 32, pp. 261–262). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
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a. One body, drinking into one Spirit. We all experience this if we are truly born again. 

John 7:37-39 (KJV)  
37   In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man 

thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.  
38  He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of 

living water.  
39  (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the 

Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) 

 

He already dwells with you but “shall be in you”  

 John 14:16-17 (KJV)  
16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide 

with you for ever;  
17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither 

knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 

 

b. You are in the Spirit if He (the Spirit of Christ) “dwell in you.” 

Romans 8:9 (KJV)  
9  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now 

if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 

  

c. After the resurrection Jesus breathed on the disciples and said “Receive ye the Holy 

Ghost.” This was days before Pentecost and Acts 2. 

John 20:19-22 (KJV)  
19  Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut 

where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, 

and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.  
20  And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the 

disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.  
21  Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so 

send I you.  
22  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy 

Ghost:  

 

John 20:27-29 (KJV)  
27  Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither 

thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.  
28  And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.  
29  Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are 

they that have not seen, and yet have believed. 

 
 

 The agent who does it is the Holy Spirit- One body the church 
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1 Corinthians 12:12-14 (KJV)  
12  For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, 

being many, are one body: so also is Christ.  
13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 

we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  
14   For the body is not one member, but many.  

 

 Its result is spiritual resurrection-  
 

Romans 6:3-9 (KJV)  
3   Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 

death?  
4  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  
5  For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 

likeness of his resurrection:  
6  Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, 

that henceforth we should not serve sin.  
7  For he that is dead is freed from sin.  
8  Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him:  
9  Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion 

over him. 

Romans 8:11 (KJV)  
11  But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up 

Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

 

 Its benefits are citizenship, son-ship, and royalty- -  
 

Philippians 3:20 (AMP),  

20 But we are citizens of the state (commonwealth, homeland) which is in heaven, and from it 

also we eearnestly and patiently await [the coming of] the Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah) [as] 

Savior, 2 

 
a. Christ in us- adopting us as children 

Romans 8:9-16 (KJV)  
9  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now 

if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.  
10  And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness.  
11  But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up 

Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.  
12  Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.  

                                                      
e Marvin Vincent, Word Studies. 
2 The Amplified Bible. La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 1987. Print. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/amp;ref=Bible.Php3.20
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13  For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of 

the body, ye shall live.  
14  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.  
15  For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit 

of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.  
16  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:  

 

Teknon is the Greek word here for “child” which means “birthed child.” Huios is the 
Greek word here for “son” which has to do with maturity and representing God’s 
character. Being “led” by the Spirit is reserved for those who have matured and 
understand God’s character. 

 
Vines Expository Dictionary: “huios (υἱός, 5207) primarily signifies the relation of 
offspring to parent (see John 9:18–20; Gal. 4:30). It is often used metaphorically of 
prominent moral characteristics (see below)… The difference between believers as 
“children of God” and as “sons of God” is brought out in Rom. 8:14–21. The Spirit bears 
witness with their spirit that they are “children of God,” and, as such, they are His heirs 
and joint-heirs with Christ. This stresses the fact of their spiritual birth (vv. 16, 17). On 
the other hand, “as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God,” i.e., 
“these and no other.” Their conduct gives evidence of the dignity of their relationship 
and their likeness to His character.”3 

 
b. A royal priesthood 

1 Peter 2:9 (KJV)  
9  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that 

ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 

marvellous light: 

 

Miley’s Systematic Theology: “Regeneration the Ground of Sonship.—To be born of 
God is to be born into his family, and to become his child. Sonship is thus immediately 
from regeneration. This is the clear meaning of the Scriptures. “But as many as 
received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God.” The same truth is given in another text, though the form 
of expression is different: “For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For 
as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” There is here the 
same faith in Christ as the condition of sonship; while the baptism into Christ and the 
putting on Christ are both the sign and the reality of regeneration, which is the 
immediate ground of the sonship.”4 

 

 It’s being BORN of the Spirit- Spiritually re-born 
 

                                                      
3 Vine, W. E., Unger, M. F., & White, W., Jr. (1996). Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament 

Words (Vol. 2, p. 585). Nashville, TN: T. Nelson. 
4 Miley, J. (1893). Systematic theology, volume 2 (p. 337). New York: Hunt & Eaton. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/tn-vines?ref=GreekStrongs.4754&off=4897&ctx=3:17.%E2%80%9D%EF%BB%BF*%0aNotes:+(1)+~For+the+synonyms+tek
https://ref.ly/logosres/tn-vines?ref=GreekStrongs.4754&off=4897&ctx=3:17.%E2%80%9D%EF%BB%BF*%0aNotes:+(1)+~For+the+synonyms+tek
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John 3:3-8 (KJV)  
3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, 

he cannot see the kingdom of God.  
4  Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second 

time into his mother's womb, and be born?  
5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the 

Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  
6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  
7  Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.  

 

 A new Creation- A new Creature in Christ 
 

2 Corinthians 5:17-19 (KJV)  
17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, 

all things are become new.  

AMP- 17 Therefore if any person is [ingrafted] in Christ (the Messiah) he is a new creation (a 

new creature altogether); the old [previous moral and spiritual condition] has passed away. 

Behold, the fresh and new has come! 5 

 

 It is a baptism INTO everything Christ is: All Spiritual blessings 
 

Ephesians 1:3 (KJV)  
3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 

blessings in heavenly places in Christ:  

 
2 Corinthians 2:14-15 (KJV)  
14  Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh 

manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.  
15  For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that 

perish: 

 “No condemning sentence” 
 

Romans 8:1 (KJV)  
1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 

after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  

 
 It is then that we receive our “grace” gifts. We are now part of the body of Christ  

 
Romans 12:3-8 

For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of 

himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to 

every man the measure of faith. 4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members 

                                                      
5 The Amplified Bible. (1987). (2 Co 5:17). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/amp?ref=Bible.2Co5.17
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have not the same office: 5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members 

one of another. 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether 

prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 7 Or ministry, let us wait on our 

ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; 8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that 

giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with 

cheerfulness. 

 
  It is called a bath (the whole body) of blood- 

 

Revelation 7:14 (KJV)  
14  And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of 

great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 

Lamb. 

Revelation 1:5 (KJV)  
5  And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the 

prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his 

own blood, 

Acts 20:28 (KJV)  
28  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost 

hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own 

blood. 

 

 “In Christ” Benefits 
 

 Ephesians 1:3 says, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ."  
 
This verse tells us that every spiritual blessing is located in Christ. Only those who are in 
Christ can enjoy these spiritual blessings 
 

 Romans 8:1 says, "There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are 
in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the 
Spirit."  
 
On the Day of Judgment those who are in Christ will not be condemned; but those who are 
outside of Christ will be condemned. We go from being condemned to being forgiven when 
we are baptized into Christ 
 

 Ephesians 1:7 says, "In Him we have redemption, through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace."  
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Those who are in Christ have been redeemed and forgiven of their sins. Since redemption 
and forgiveness of sins are located in Christ, those who have not been baptized into Christ 
have not been redeemed and still have every sin they have ever committed. 
  

 II Corinthians 5:17, "Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation: old 
things have passed away; behold, all things have become new."   
 
If one is in Christ, he has become a new creation.  He has a new beginning in life, and his 
"slate has been wiped clean" since he has been forgiven of all his sins and has become a new 
saved person.  Although, if you are outside of Christ, you are still an old sinful creature. You 
still have all of your sins and are without hope.  
 

 II Timothy 2:10, "Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that 
they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory."  

 
Here we see that salvation is located in Christ, and for one to be eligible for salvation, he 
must be in Christ. If you are not in Christ, by being spiritually baptized into Christ, you have 
no hope or promise of salvation.  
 

 I John 5:11, "And this is the testimony, that God has given us eternal life, and 
this life is in His Son."  

 
So according to the inspired word of God, eternal life is located in His Son, Jesus Christ. Only 
those in Christ have been promised eternal life.  
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From Donald Gee’s book God’s Great Gift 1930’s: 


