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STUDY GUIDE 

JOYFUL HARVEST TEACHING SERIES 

7 Christian Foundations  

STUDY: Foundation #4- Baptisms 

 

LESSON 5 
 

The purpose of tongues- part 1 
 

 

TEXT: Hebrews 6:1- The foundation of Baptisms-plural.  

Three Baptisms of the Believer- Ephesians 4:5 (One baptism-three parts) see chart 

1. Baptism into Christ- Baptism into Christ is salvation- The Holy Spirit submerges us into 

Christ. Romans 6:3, I Corinthians 12:13, Galatians 3:27, Col. 2:11-13  

2. Baptism into water- Acts 10:47 A minister authorized by God submerges us in water. 

3. Baptism into the Holy Spirit –Acts 1:4-5 – This Baptism is done by Jesus and we are 

submerged into the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28: 19-20, Matthew 3:11, Acts 2 was a Baptism 

into the HS.  

   What is the Baptism into the Holy Spirit? Acts 1:4-5 

A second experience or blessing AFTER salvation- Acts 19:1, Have ye received the Holy Ghost 

since ye believed?  

Have tongues ceased? 1 Cor. 13:8-10 

Only when Jesus returns (face to face) will the gifts of the Spirit stop. 

 

Intro: See and Hear 
 
Acts 2:33  
Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the 
Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. 
 

 

 The promise of the Father was the baptism of the Spirit that began with 
tongues.  
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There is a difference between the gift of the Spirit of “tongues” or ones prayer language, and 
the Ministry gift of “Divers kinds of tongues” in the church- 1 Cor. 12 list the supernatural gifts 
as they are to operate in the church. 

 
1 Corinthians 12:8-10 (KJV)  
8  For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the 
same Spirit;  
9   To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;  
10   To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to 
another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 

 

 

 There are different “kinds” of tongues or different ways this gift is used.  
 
In Acts 2 all of them spoke in tongues at the same time at 6AM when they got their prayer 
language (other tongues). So when one receives the baptism of the Spirit the initial evidence 
is their prayer language, the gift of tongues. Now this is only one form of this gift. The gift 
operating in a church must be done one at a time in the service, and is a different 
manifestation or “kind” of tongues and must be supernaturally interpreted for others to 
understand it (which is also another gift of the Spirit). 

 
Acts 2:1-4 (KJV)  
1  And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.  
2  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the 
house where they were sitting.  
3  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.  
4  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance.  

 

 

 A period of time had gone by (3 Hours-V-15) and others heard them speak in 
languages they understood but unknown to the Galileans.  
 
They said they were drunk because of the way they were acting. At this time we see another 
operation of this gift in the church. Messages in known tongues glorifying God where folks 
who knew the languages. 

 
Acts 2:5-11 (KJV)  
5  And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven.  
6  Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because 
that every man heard them speak in his own language.  
7  And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which 
speak Galilaeans?  
8  And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?  
9  Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and 
Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia,  
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10   Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, 
Jews and proselytes,  
11  Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. 

 
 

 Three ways tongues can operate: 
 

 Unknown prayer language where many saints can all pray at the same time- Only 
believers present. 

 
1 Corinthians 14:14 (KJV)  
14  For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful.  

 
 
Next is “divers kinds” of tongues for the church service: 

 

 Saints using an unknown language to speak to a people that understands it-Sign to the 
unbeliever (1 Cor. 14:22). 

 

Acts 2:11  (KJV) 

Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. 

 

 The gift of tongues in a service being spoken out loud to all present one at a time and 
interpreted- 

 
1 Corinthians 14:27-28 (KJV)  
27  If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, and that by 

course; and let one interpret.  
28  But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, 

and to God. 

 

 Don’t forbid speaking in tongues: One’s prayer language 
 

1 Corinthians 14:39 (KJV)  
39  Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues. 

 
 

 You have control- You can pray in the Spirit when you want to after you have 
been baptized: 

 
1 Corinthians 14:29-33 (KJV)  
29   Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge.  
30  If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace.  
31  For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted.  
32  And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.  
33  For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints. 
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 What purpose do tongues serve? See Separate sheet 
 
What value did the Apostle Paul place on tongues? He wrote much about this subject and said in 1 
Corinthians 14:18 “I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than you all.” There are great 
reasons why one should speak in tongues and we will look at a few. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:1-5 (KJV)  
1  Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.  
2  For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man 
understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.  
3  But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort.  
4  He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church.  
5   I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather (Gk. also) that ye prophesied: for greater is he that 
prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive 
edifying.  
 

When one prays in tongues: 
 His understanding is unfruitful unless God reveals it-1 Cor. 14:13-14 
 He speaks to God 
 In the spirit he speaks mysteries 
 He edifies himself by building up his spirit-Jude 1:20 

 
When one prophecies: 

 For edification, exhortation, and comfort of the believers 
 It equals a message in tongues and interpretation 
 It speaks to men directly 
 Edifies the church 
 

A message in tongues that is interpreted is equal to a prophecy in the congregational service. Paul 
wasn’t say we should ONLY prophecy instead but “also” prophecy. A message in tongues without 
an interpretation is useless to a church. 
 
 

 In Old Testament God said He would speak to this people by this means- Isaiah                      
28:11-12   
 
Isaiah 28:11-12 (KJV)  
11  For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.  
12  To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the 
refreshing: yet they would not hear. 

  
Paul used this scripture about tongues-A rest and a refreshing 
 
1 Corinthians 14:21-22 (KJV)  
21  In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; 
and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord.  
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22  Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but 
prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe. 
 

 
 This is that prophesied by Joel- The baptism is for the last days until Jesus 
comes back to the earth 
 
Joel 2:28-32 (KJV)  
28  And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see 
visions:  
29  And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit.  
30  And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke.  
31  The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible 
day of the LORD come.  
32  And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: 
for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant 
whom the LORD shall call.  

  
Peter said Joel’s prophecy starts today, (the day of Pentecost) with the tongues experience 
 
Acts 2:16-20 (KJV)  
16  But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;  
17  And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old 
men shall dream dreams:  
18  And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they 
shall prophesy:  
19  And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and 
vapour of smoke:  
20  The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable 
day of the Lord come: 
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