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STUDY GUIDE 

JOYFUL HARVEST TEACHING SERIES 

7 Christian Foundations  

STUDY: Foundation #4- Baptisms 

 

LESSON 6 
 

The purpose of tongues- part 2 
 

 

Intro: Christianity will be attacked- so is tongues today 

Acts 28:22- (BBE)  
22  But we have a desire to give hearing to your opinion: for as to this form of religion, we have 
knowledge that in all places it is attacked.  

 

 What purpose do tongues serve? (Cont. from last lesson) 
 
What value did the Apostle Paul place on tongues? He wrote much about this subject and said in 1 
Corinthians 14:18 “I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than you all.” There are great 
reasons why one should speak in tongues and we will look at a few. 

 
1 Corinthians 14:1-5 (KJV)  
1  Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.  
2  For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man 
understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.  
3  But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort.  
4  He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church.  
5   I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather (Gk. also) that ye prophesied: for greater is he that 
prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive 
edifying.  
 

When one prays in tongues: 
 His understanding is unfruitful unless God reveals it-1 Cor. 14:13-14 
 He speaks to God 
 In the spirit he speaks mysteries 
 He edifies himself by building up his spirit-Jude 1:20 

 
When one prophecies: 

 For edification, exhortation, and comfort of the believers 
 It equals a message in tongues and interpretation 
 It speaks to men directly 
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 Edifies the church 
 

A message in tongues that is interpreted is equal to a prophecy in the congregational service. Paul 
wasn’t say we should ONLY prophecy instead but “also” prophecy. A message in tongues without 
an interpretation is useless to a church. 
 
 

 In Old Testament God said He would speak to this people by this means- Isaiah                      
28:11-12   
 
Isaiah 28:11-12 (KJV)  
11  For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.  
12  To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the 
refreshing: yet they would not hear. 

  
Paul used this scripture about tongues-A rest and a refreshing 
 
1 Corinthians 14:21-22 (KJV)  
21  In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; 
and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord.  
22  Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but 
prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe. 

 
 This is that prophesied by Joel- The baptism is for the last days until Jesus 

comes back to the earth 
 
Joel 2:28-32 (KJV)  
28  And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see 
visions:  
29  And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit.  
30  And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke.  
31  The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible 
day of the LORD come.  
32  And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: 
for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant 
whom the LORD shall call.  

  
Peter said Joel’s prophecy starts today, (the day of Pentecost) with the tongues experience 
 
Acts 2:16-20 (KJV)  
16  But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;  
17  And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old 
men shall dream dreams:  
18  And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they 
shall prophesy:  
19  And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and 
vapour of smoke:  
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20  The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable 
day of the Lord come: 
 

 The initial evidence gift of the Baptism into the Holy Spirit- Tongues in 5 
instances- 

 
1 Corinthians 14:5 (KJV)  
5   I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that 
prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive 
edifying. 
 

Paul was not teaching against tongues in this chapter but was helping the church how to walk 
in this gift properly.  
 
Kenneth E. Hagin from his book “Tongues beyond the upper room”: 
 
“A well know Christian leader once wrote a negative letter regarding tongues to one of his 
“star” converts who had gotten filled with the Holy Ghost. I was allowed to read excerpts of 
that letter. In his letter, this Christian leader stated that Paul took a very dim view of speaking 
in tongues and that the Apostle tried to discourage and forbid the Corinthians from speaking 
in tongues. And although this man never gave chapter or verse for his statement, he tried to 
prove his point by claiming that Paul said, “I’d rather speak five words with my own 
understanding than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue.”  
 
Did Paul Take a Dim View of Tongues? But Paul didn’t say that. That Christian leader took part 
of a verse out of context to make it say what he wanted it to say. Let’ see what Paul really 
said. First, he made the statement we already mentioned: “I thank my God, I speak with 
tongues more than ye all.” 
Let’s say you got up one morning and declared at the breakfast table: “This is the day that the 
Lord hath made. It is a good day, and I thank God for it!” You’re making a positive statement, 
but according to this fellow, you would be taking a very dim view of the day!” 
 
“…If Paul spoke with tongues more than this Corinthian bunch did, then he must have done a 
tremendous amount of speaking in tongues. 
“…This is what Paul was talking about in First Corinthians 14:19, when he said, “Yet in the 
church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, than by my voice I might teach 
others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue…..Why? So that by his voice, he 
might teach others.  
In other words, Paul was saying that the purpose of tongues isn’t for teaching or preaching. 
Tongues is primarily for a believer’s own personal spiritual edification. It’s his own personal 
way to communicate with God.” (1 Cor. 14:4)1 
 
1 Corinthians 14:22-23 (KJV)  
22  Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but 
prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe.  

                                                      
1 Hagin, Kenneth E. Tongues Beyond the upper room (2007) Rhema Bible Church P. 137-141 
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23  If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, and all speak with tongues, and 
there come in those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad? 
 

Paul was teaching the Corinthian church when it was proper to pray and speak in tongues. 
Believers can all pray together in tongues, but if an unbeliever is present Paul taught they 
should refrain from doing so because the unbeliever will not understand this gift. 
 

 Acts 2-The initial out pouring 
 

Acts 2:4 (KJV)  
4  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the 

Spirit gave them utterance.  

 

 Acts 8-Philip preached Christ to the Samaritans-Simon saw them speak with tongues when 
the apostles laid their hands on them, and wanted to buy this ability to do this. 

 
Acts 8:5-8 (KJV)  
5  Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them.  
6  And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and 

seeing the miracles which he did.  
7  For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: 

and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed.  
8  And there was great joy in that city. 

Acts 8:12 (KJV)  
12  But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the 

name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 

Acts 8:14-20 (KJV)  
14  Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word 

of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:  
15  Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost:  
16  (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus.)  
17  Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.  
18  And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, 

he offered them money,  
19  Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy 

Ghost.  
20  But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift 

of God may be purchased with money.   
21  Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter (Gk. utterance) for thy heart is not right in the 

sight of God.  
22  Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart 

may be forgiven thee. 
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 Acts 10- Cornelius and his household- 
 

Acts 10:44-46 (KJV)  
44  While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word.  
45  And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, 

because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.  
46  For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter,  

 
 Acts 19- Disciples at Ephesus 
 

Acts 19:1-6 (KJV)  
1  And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper 

coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples,  
2  He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto 

him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.  
3  And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's 

baptism.  
4  Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, 

that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.  
5  When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  
6  And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake 

with tongues, and prophesied.  

 
 Acts 9- Saul of Tarsus- 

 
Acts 9:17-18 (KJV)  
17  And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, 

Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath 

sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.  
18  And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight 

forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. 

1 Corinthians 14:18 (KJV)  
18  I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all: 

 

 

 

 

 

 


