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STUDY GUIDE 

JOYFUL HARVEST TEACHING SERIES 

7 Christian Foundations  

STUDY: Foundation #4- Baptisms 

 

LESSON 7 
 

The purpose of tongues- part 3 
 

 

 

 What purpose do tongues serve? (Cont. from last lesson) 
 

 
 

 In Old Testament God said He would speak to this people by this means- Isaiah                      
28:11-12   
 

 This is that prophesied by Joel- The baptism is for the last days until Jesus 
comes back to the earth 
 

 The initial evidence gift of the Baptism into the Holy Spirit- Tongues in 5 
instances- 
 

 Acts 2-The initial out pouring 
 

 Acts 8-Philip preached Christ to the Samaritans-Simon saw them speak with tongues when 
the apostles laid their hands on them, and wanted to buy this ability to do this. 

 
 Acts 10- Cornelius and his household- 

 
 Acts 19- Disciples at Ephesus 

 
 Acts 9- Saul of Tarsus- 

 
Intro:  
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1 Cor. 13:1  

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding 
brass, or a tinkling cymbal.  

 
Not just languages of men but also unknown languages of angels Paul was speaking about. 
 
John 16:7 (KJV)  
Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter 
will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 

 
It was important for the Holy Spirit to come to the church and to bring His gifts. This experience is 
for everybody to have.  
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 A New Testament manifestation of the Spirit- 
 

 
1 Corinthians 12:1-6 (KJV)  
1  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.  
2  Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led.  
3  Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus 
accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.  
4  Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  
5  And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.  
6  And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.  
 
1 Corinthians 12:7-8 (KJV)  
7  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.  
8  For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the 
same Spirit; 
 
Mark 16:16-19 (KJV)  
16  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.  
17  And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall 
speak with new tongues;  
18  They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall 
lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.  

 
A new language- Supernatural language like all these other gifts. Not natural languages or 
else why are we all learning a new language to witness to others? 
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 Tongues magnifies (to make bigger) God- Worship and “singing with the Spirit” 
is singing in an unknown tongues. 

 
Acts 10:45-47 (KJV)  
45  And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, 
because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.  
46  For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter,  
47  Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost 
as well as we?  

 
1 Corinthians 14:15-16 (KJV)  
15  What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing 
with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.  
16  Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned 
say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest? 
 
 

 My spirit prays, it is conversing with God (personal prayer language) 
 

  When we pray in tongues we are conversing with God- speaking mysterious things 
 

1 Corinthians 14:2 (KJV)  
2  For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man 

understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries. 

1 Cor. 14:2, 14 (AMP) 

2 For one who speaks in an [unknown] tongue speaks not to men but to God, for no one 

understands or catches his meaning, because in the [Holy] Spirit he utters secret truths and 

hidden things [not obvious to the understanding]. 1 

14 For if I pray in an [unknown] tongue, my spirit [by the hHoly Spirit within me] prays, but my 

mind is unproductive [it bears no fruit and helps nobody]. 2 

 
 Intercession, praying the will of God from our spirit through the Holy Spirit to get results 

 
Romans 8:26-27 (KJV)  
26   Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as 

we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 

uttered.  
27  And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh 

intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 

 

One time in Michigan I was woke up by the Holy Spirit and said to pray in the Spirit (tongues) 
for my brother Kevin. I had no idea how to pray for him intelligently so I just prayed in the 

                                                      
1 The Amplified Bible. La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 1987. Print. 
h Marvin Vincent, Word Studies. 
2 The Amplified Bible. La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 1987. Print. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/amp;ref=Bible.1Co14.2
https://ref.ly/logosres/amp;ref=Bible.1Co14.14
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Spirit till I felt a release by the Holy Spirit and went back to bed. A week later I got word that 
my brother was stabbed that time of the night and almost died. I believe my prayers kept him 
alive till doctors could help him. 
 
  

 Speaking in an unknown tongue edifies you-Builds you up 
 
1 Corinthians 14:2-4 (KJV)  
2  For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man 
understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.  
3  But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort.  
4  He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the 
church. 
 
Jude 1:20 (KJV)  
20  But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 
 
 
 

 Paul said “I would that you ALL speak with tongues” 
 
1 Corinthians 14:5 (KJV)  
5   I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that 
prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive 
edifying. 
 
1 Cor. 14:5-6 (AMP) 
Now I wish that you might all speak in [unknown] tongues, but more especially [I want you] to 
prophesy (to be inspired to preach and interpret the divine will and purpose). He who prophesies 
[who is inspired to preach and teach] is greater (more useful and more important) than he who 
speaks in [unknown] tongues, unless he should interpret [what he says], so that the church may be 
edified and receive good [from it].3 
 
 
1 Corinthians 14:37  If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that 
the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                                                      
3 The Amplified Bible. (1987). (1 Co 14:5). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/amp?ref=Bible.1Co14.5
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NOTES: 
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