
Hebrews 6 The Foundation of Baptisms- Part 2-  
Why is water baptism important? - Pastor Larry 

TEXT: Hebrews 6:1- The foundation of Baptisms 

Review: Three Baptisms of the Believer 

Baptism into water, Baptism into Christ, Baptism into Holy Spirit – Matthew 28: 19-20, Matthew 

3:11, Baptism into Christ is salvation- Romans 6:3, I Corinthians 12:13, Galatians 3:27 - Salvation is 

an infilling of the Spirit- John 20:19-22 This occurred BEFORE acts 2.  Acts 2 was a Baptism into the 

HS.  

Note: The resurrection had to come first for salvation to happen- I Corinthians 15:14 And if Christ 

be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. The disciples were not born 

again till John 20 occurrence. 

I. Did Paul Baptize? 

1 Corinthians 1:14-17  I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius; 15 Lest any 

should say that I had baptized in mine own name. 16 And I baptized also the household of Stephanas: 

besides, I know not whether I baptized any other. 17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the 

gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. 

What does this teach us? That the Gospel message does not include baptism. So salvation is by 

faith alone in the message of the cross, not the physical work of baptism. The great commission does 

however include baptism. 

II. Did Jesus Baptize?  

John 3:22- 4:2 

 

III. Does one have to be baptized into water to be saved? 

A. Born Again- John 3:1-7 “born of water”- Angels cannot be saved 

B. Acts 2:38- “repent and be baptized” - Note vs 21 was spoken in same sermon and does 

not include water baptism. 

The New American Commentary: 

Peter’s response was almost programmatic in that he presented them with four essentials of the conversion 

experience (v. 38): repentance, baptism in the name of Jesus Christ, forgiveness of sins, and receipt of the Spirit. 

These four generally form a single complex throughout Luke-Acts. They are the normative ingredients of 

conversion. There is no set, mechanistic pattern by which the various components come into play, particularly 

baptism and the receipt of the Spirit. The connection of the Spirit with baptism is depicted in various sequences 

through Acts. Here the Spirit seems to be promised immediately following or as a concomitant of baptism, 

whereas in Acts 10:44–48 the coming of the Spirit seems to have preceded water baptism. The Ethiopian eunuch 

was baptized, but receipt of the Spirit was not mentioned (Acts 8:38), though his resulting joy was a gift of the 



Spirit. Baptism and the gift of the Spirit are separated by some interval of time for the Samaritans (Acts 8:12,17). 

The disciples of John at Ephesus were rebaptized and immediately received the Spirit (Acts19:5–6). The Spirit 

cannot be tied down to a set pattern. Clearly, however, both baptism and receipt of the Spirit are normative to the 

experience of becoming a Christian believer. 

The connection of baptism with the forgiveness of sins in v. 38 has often been a matter of controversy. A 

literal rendering of the verse runs: “Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for/on the 

basis of the forgiveness of your sins.” The disputed word is the preposition eis, which could indicate purpose and 

thus be taken to mean that baptism is the prerequisite for the forgiveness of sins. There is ample evidence in the 

New Testament, however, that eis can also mean on the ground of, on the basis of, which would indicate the 

opposite relationship—that the forgiveness of sins is the basis, the grounds for being baptized. Perhaps more 

significant, however, is that the usual connection of the forgiveness of sins in Luke-Acts is with repentance and 

not with baptism at all (cf. Luke 24:47; Acts 3:19; 5:31). In fact, in no other passage of Acts is baptism presented 

as bringing about the forgiveness of sins. If not linked with repentance, forgiveness is connected with faith (cf. 

10:43; 13:38f.; 26:18). The dominant idea in 2:38 thus seems to be repentance, with the other elements following. 

Repentance leads to baptism, the forgiveness of sins, and the gift of the Spirit.1 

 

What about the thief on the cross? Was he saved? Old Testament saints? Acts 16:30-33, 

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace through faith are you saved, not of works…. Acts 3:19 Peters next 

sermon did not mention water baptism as part of salvation. Nor his third Acts 5:31. Or later Acts 

10:43 

 

IV. Water baptism declares “I believe in the resurrection”  1 Peter 3:21 

V. Water Baptism- Our Public confession of Christ-  

  Water baptism symbolically identifies us as a new creature in Christ. 

Believer's Baptism 

 

Acts 2:41 "...they that gladly received his word were baptized..." 

Acts 8:12 "...when they believed...they were baptized..." 

Acts 8:36-37. Ethiopian eunuch. "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God...and he (Philip) 

baptized him." 

Acts 9:18. Paul's baptism. "...and he received sight...and was baptized." 

Acts 10:47-48. Cornelius' household. "Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized? 

Acts 16:14-15. Lydia's baptism. "...whose heart the Lord opened...she was baptized..." 

Acts 16:33. Philippian jailer. "...they spake unto him the word of the Lord...and...he...was baptized..." 

Acts 18:8. Crispus and company. "And Crispus...believed...and many...were baptized." 

Acts 19:5. Disciples at Ephesus. "...they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus..." 

 

VI. Historical view: 

                                                           

1 Polhill, J. B. (1995). Vol. 26: Acts. The New American Commentary (116–117). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



Neander, Church Hist., 1:310—“In respect to the form of baptism, it was, in conformity with the original institution and 

the original import of the symbol, performed by immersion, as a sign of entire baptism into the Holy Spirit, of being 

entirely penetrated by the same..…It was only with the sick, where exigency required it, that any exception was made. 

Then it was administered by sprinkling; but many superstitious persons imagined such sprinkling to be not fully valid, 

and stigmatized those thus baptized as clinics.”2 

 

                                                           

2 Strong, A. H. (1907). Systematic theology (pp. 936–937). Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society. 


