
Hebrews 6 The Foundation of Baptisms- Part 5-  
Why is water baptism important part 4 - Pastor Larry 

TEXT: Hebrews 6:1- The foundation of Baptisms-plural.  

Review:   

Three Baptisms of the Believer- Ephesians 4:5 (One baptism-three parts) see chart 

Baptism-To dip into. 

1. Baptism into water- Acts 10:47 

2. Baptism into Christ- Baptism into Christ is salvation- Romans 6:3, I Corinthians 12:13, Galatians 

3:27 - Salvation is an infilling of the Spirit- John 20:19-22 This occurred BEFORE Acts 2.   

3. Baptism into Holy Spirit –Acts 1:4-5 

 Matthew 28: 19-20, Matthew 3:11, Acts 2 was a Baptism into the HS.  

I. The Doctrine of water baptism 

A. The Method: the water baptism of Jesus teaches us how- Matthew 3:15 

“To fulfill all righteousness”. Christ had to fulfill all the demands of the Law to deliver us from the curse 

of the law Galatians 4:4-5. he had to set the example for us, his followers that we may follow him in the 

“new and living way, which he has consecrated for us…” Hebrews 10:20. He was able to say that “for their 

sakes I sanctify myself”  John 17:19.  John 13:15 says I have given you an example that you should do as I 

have done to you”.  I Peter 2:22 Christ left us an example to follow. 

To fulfill all righteousness? “To fulfill all righteousness” means to complete everything that forms part of a 

relationship of obedience to God. In so doing, Jesus identifies with and endorses John’s ministry as divinely 

ordained and his message as one to be heeded.1 

So Jesus’ baptism was unique. It was not a “baptism of repentance” (as John’s was) nor was it a “Christian 

baptism” (as ours is today). But it was an identifying step of obedience at the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. 

Jesus would not have been fully obedient if he had bypassed this step that seemed to John to be unnecessary for 

the Holy One (3:14).2 

What did Jesus mean? The Law included no requirements about baptism, so Jesus could not have had in view 

anything pertaining to Levitical righteousness. But John’s message was a message of repentance, and those 

experiencing it were looking forward to a coming Messiah who would be righteous and who would bring in 
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righteousness. If Messiah were to provide righteousness for sinners, He must be identified with sinners. It was 

therefore in the will of God for Him to be baptized by John in order to be identified (the real meaning of the word 

“baptized”) with sinners.3 

What then was the example? Adult baptism & full emersion- Mark 1:9-10 if it were sprinkling then 

why search for a river or go into the water?  

1. How could a person come up out of the water if He was not down in the water? 

2. Why did it take two men if it were only to sprinkle him? 

3. If water baptism was for the remittance of sins then why did Jesus do it, for he had no sin? 

We cannot be opposed to children being baptized because in scripture whole households were 

baptized after believing. Acts 16:15, Acts 16:33 

B. The Saving part of baptism- 1 Peter 3:20-21 (Aplified) 

C. Believing comes first- It is our first testimony Acts 10:47-48. Cornelius' household. 

"Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized? 

D. It represents Spiritual resurrection- Romans 6:1-4 

E. 1 Cor. 1:14-17- Paul did not preach Baptism to be saved 

II. Difficult scriptures 

1. Acts 22:16 Paul’s second of three accounts of his conversion 

2. Mark 16:16- Matthew 28:19 

3. Acts 2:38 Peters first sermon 

4. John 3:1-7- Born of water? 

4. 1 John 5:6- And there is the Spirit that beareth witness (to the Divinity of Christ); 

because the Spirit is the truth. There can be no higher testimony than that of the truth 

itself (John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13).  

The Bible exposition commentary 

Jesus Is God (1 John 5:6–10) 

In 1 John 5:1–5, emphasis is placed on trusting Jesus Christ. A person who trusts Christ is born of God and is able to 

overcome the world. To believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God is basic to Christian experience. 

But how do we know that Jesus Christ is God? Some of His contemporaries called Him a liar and a deceiver (Matt. 

27:63). Others have suggested He was a religious fanatic, a madman, or perhaps a Jewish patriot who was sincere but 
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sadly mistaken. The people to whom John was writing were exposed to a popular false teaching that Jesus was merely a 

man on whom “the Christ” had come when Jesus was baptized. On the cross, “the Christ” left Jesus (“My God, My God, 

why hast Thou forsaken Me?”) and so He died like any other human being. 

 Cerinthus taught that the Divine Logos or Christ descended upon Jesus at the baptism, and departed again when Jesus 

was arrested; so that a mere man was born of Mary, and a mere man suffered on the cross 

John’s epistle refutes this false teaching. It presents three infallible witnesses to prove that Jesus is God. 

First witness—the water. Jesus came “by water and blood.” The water refers to His baptism in Jordan, when the 

Father spoke from heaven and said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:13–17). At the same 

time the Spirit descended like a dove and rested on Him. This was the Father’s attestation of His Son at the beginning of 

Jesus’ ministry. 

Second witness—the blood. But the Father gave further witness as the time drew near for Jesus to die. He spoke 

audibly to Jesus from heaven, and said, “I have both glorified [My name], and will glorify it again” (John 12:28). 

Furthermore, the Father witnessed in miracle power when Jesus was on the cross: the supernatural darkness, the 

earthquake, and the rending of the temple veil (Matt. 27:45, 50–53). No wonder the centurion cried out, “Truly this was 

the Son of God!” (Matt. 27:54) 

Jesus did not receive “the Christ” at His baptism and lose it at the cross. On both occasions, the Father witnessed to 

the deity of His Son. 

Third witness—the Spirit. The Spirit was given to bear witness to Christ (John 15:26; 16:14). We can trust the Spirit’s 

witness because “the Spirit is truth.” We were not present at the baptism of Christ or at His death, but the Holy Spirit was 

present. The Holy Spirit is the only Person active on earth today who was present when Christ was ministering here. The 

witness of the Father is past history, but the witness of the Spirit is present experience. The first is external, the second is 

internal—and both agree. 

How does the Spirit witness within the heart of a believer? “For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear 

again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons, by which we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’ The Spirit Himself bears 

witness with our spirit that we are children of God” (Rom. 8:15–16, NASB). His witness is our inner confidence that we 

belong to Christ—not a confidence that we “work up” for ourselves, but a confidence that God gives us. 

Nelsons New Illustrated 

5:6 Water and blood have been interpreted in at least four ways: (1) as Jesus’ baptism and death, (2) as His incarnation, 

(3) as the water and blood that flowed from His side on the Cross, and (4) as the baptism of the believer and the Lord’s 

Supper. Most scholars favor the first interpretation. John is correcting the false teacher Cerinthus, who claimed that the 

Spirit came on Jesus at His baptism but left Him before His death (4:2, 3).4 
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