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Prophetic Days of the Lord- Lesson 4 

God’s plan for the Church part 2 
8/09/20- By Pastor Larry Booth 

 

I. Introduction 
 

Revelation 1:7 (KJV)  
7  Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all 
kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 

 

 
 

A. One of the days of vengeance happened in 70 A.D. Luke 21:22 
 

B. We now are living in the time as the “days of Noah”- Luke 17:26-30 
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C. The day of Christ is the Rapture of the church- Philp. 1:10 

 

D. Christ will judge the church during this time in heaven- The Bema seat 2 Tim. 4:8 
 

E. The Tribulation period is a 7 year time called Jacobs Trouble and Daniels 70th 
week-Jer. 30:3-7 

 

F. The day of the Lord is the second coming of Christ at the end of the 7 year period- 
One day a 1000 year period- 2 Peter 3:8 

  

G. The great White throne judgment- After the 1000 years- Rev. 20:11-14 
 

H. The “day of God” happens at the end of the Millennial reign- The Eternal state- 2 
Peter 3:10-12 

 
 

II. The Rapture and the Day of the Lord are two separate events separated by 7 years 
(Chart adapted from Mark Hitchcock p.96) 
  

 
 

III. The day of Christ- God’s plan for the church is different than Israel’s- Romans 11:1-2, 
25-29 

 

A. Jesus gave three teachings in his last week about the last days- John 14 was 
specifically to the church and about the Rapture. A going away. 

 

B. Paul describes an event with a stark difference than the day of the Lord described 
in the Old Testament- 1 Thess. 4:13-16 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:17 (KJV)  
17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

 
Only those “in Christ” will be effected. Paul does not declare that the Lord would appear to all here 
and then quickly snatch the believers away. The resurrection was understood by all Jews because 
of the Old Testament but this “catching up” and “taking away” scenario wasn’t. 
 
1. Rapture- Greek word Harpazo: Latin rapio 
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Strongs def. “to seize (in various applications) :- catch (away, up), pluck, pull, take (by force).”1  
 
Thayer def.: “to seize and carry off speedily, John 6:15; Acts 23:10; used of divine power 
transferring a person marvellously and swiftly from one place to another, to snatch or catch 
away: Acts 8:39”2 
 

Vincent’s def. “Shall be caught up (ἁρπαγησόμεθα) By a swift, resistless, divine energy. Comp. 
2 Corinthians 12:2, 4; Acts 8:39.”3 

 
Acts 8:39 (KJV)  
39  And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the 

eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. 

2 Cor. 12:1-4- Paul received from the Lord by revelation special teaching of the rapture of the 

church. Israel would be dealt with separately. 

 
2. The Rapture would include a translation of our bodies- 1 Cor. 15:50-54 

1 Corinthians 15:51 (KJV)  
51  Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,  

 
3. The rapture is called the “Day of Christ” 

 
Philippians 1:10 (KJV)  
10  That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the 

day of Christ; 

  
4. Saints will be rewarded at the Day of Christ- the Rapture 
 

2 Timothy 4:8 (KJV)  
8  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 

shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.  

 

C. We must first understand prophetic Scripture that relates to Christ the Messiah’s 
Second Coming. 2 Peter 3:16 Peter’s statement 
 
2 Peter 3:15-16 (KJV)  
15  And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also 
according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;  
16  As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be 

                                                 
1 James Strong, Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary, (Austin, TX: WORDsearch Corp., 2007), WORDsearch CROSS 

e-book, Under: "726". 
2 J. H. Thayer, trans., Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1889), s.v. “,” WORDsearch 

CROSS e-book. 
3 Marvin R. Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament, (New York: Scribners, 1887), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "1 

Thessalonians 4:17". 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+6%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+23%3A10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+8%3A39
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+12%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+12%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+8%3A39
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understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto 
their own destruction. 

 
Old Testament saints perceived it as one coming. Jesus first coming was to save mankind and when 
He comes the second time He will rule the Earth as the King of Kings. 
 
Isaiah 9:6-7 (KJV)   
6  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and 
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace.  
7  Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon 
his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 
 

What the Old Testament saints saw: 
 

 

D. What the New Testament saints see: The “departure” has to come first before the 
revealing of the Antichrist. The departure is the Rapture. 

 
Colossians 3:4 (KJV)  
4  When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 
 

 
 

1. Paul taught the day of the Lord was another event that had to have two things take place 
before it would happen: The departure and the antichrist 
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2 Thessalonians 2:1-10 (KJV)  
1  Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering 

together unto him,  
2  That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as 

from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. ( Translation: day of the Lord) 

3  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away 

first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;  
4  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as 

God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.  
5  Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?  
6  And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.  
7  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he (Greek masculine LB- Holy Spirit) who now 

letteth will let, until he (Greek neuter- It- the church) be taken out of the way.  
8  And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, 

and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:  
9  Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,  
10  And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the 

love of the truth, that they might be saved.  

 
2. See pages 330-362- Rapture study guide 

 
a. The departure- anytime now 

b. The restrainer-The Holy Spirit steps aside and the Church is taken out of the way before… 

c. The Antichrist is fully revealed to the Jews sitting in the temple 

 
E. We are not appointed to wrath- means we will leave before it happens- Acts 3:19-

21- Jesus nor the church will be here during that time when evil is judged 
 

Acts 3:19-22 (KJV)  
19  Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing 
shall come from the presence of the Lord;  
20  And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you:  
21  Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by 
the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.  
22  For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your 
brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you. 
 

1. Paul stated that the church is not appointed to go into God’s time of wrath 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 (KJV)  
1  But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.  
2  For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.  
3  For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail 

upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.  
4  But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.  
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5  Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.  
6  Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.  
7  For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night.  
8  But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an 

helmet, the hope of salvation.  
9  For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
10  Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him.  
11  Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.  

 

2. Jesus promised an escape 
Luke 21:36 (KJV)  
36  Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things 

that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. 

Revelation 3:10 (HCSB)  
10  Because you have kept My command to endure, I will also keep you from the hour of testing that is 

going to come over the whole world to test those who live on the earth.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


