
Hebrews 6 The Foundation of faith Part 1- What is Faith? 
 Pastor Larry 

Pre-TEXT: Hebrews 6:1- The foundation of faith towards God 

faith is the action that pleases God- 

Text:  Hebrews 11:1-6  v6- But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must 

believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. — 

If God demands that we have faith when it is impossible for us to have faith, then we have a right to 

challenge His justice. But if He places within our hands the means whereby faith can be produced, then 

the responsibility rests with us as to whether or not we have faith. 

 

Mark 9:23  Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. 

I. What is Faith?  The different kinds or aspects of faith 

A. Definitions 

Thomas Nelson Dictionary: Faith—confidence in the testimony of another 

The New Bible Dictionary:  

1. In the Old Testament 

In the OT the word ‘faith’ is found twice only in AV (Dt. 32:20; Hab. 2:4), but RSV has it eighteen 

times. Twelve times it is used of breaking faith (e.g. Lv. 5:15; Dt. 32:51) or acting in good faith 

(Jdg. 9:15f.), while the other six passages speak rather of trust. 

2. In the New Testament 

a. General use of the word 

In the NT faith is exceedingly prominent. The Gk. noun pistis and the verb pisteuō both occur 

more than 240 times, while the adjective pistos is found 67 times. 

B. Quotes 

“Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.” ― Corrie ten Boom 

Faith is a living and unshakable confidence. a belief in God so assured that a man would 

die a thousand deaths for its sake. -- Martin Luther 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/102203.Corrie_ten_Boom


Faith is taking the first step even when you don't see the whole staircase. - Martin 

Luther King Jr. 

Be faithful in small things because it is in them that your strength lies. - Mother Teresa 

"Let God be true but every man a liar" is the language of true faith.- A.W. Tozer 

Faith is to believe what we do not see, and the reward of this faith is to see what we 

believe.- St Agustine 

C. What faith is not 

1. Faith is not DENIAL (“I am not sick. I am not divorced. I am not lost.”) 

2. Faith is not NEGLECT (“I am living by faith. I do not have to work. I do not have to do 

anything. God will take care of everything.”) 

3. Faith is not a LEGALISTIC FORMULA (“All I have to do is name it and claim it and it will be 

mine!” “If I tell God He has to do something, then bless God, He has to do it!) 

a. Try live out your marriage promises by living it out based on demands and 

formulas! Faith is based on relationship, not ritualistic formulas. 

4. Faith is not a ticket to a BLISSFUL LIFE (Just read Hebrews 11!) 

5. Faith does not override FREE WILL (“I believe and confess that that good looking man will 

be my husband.” “By faith I believe that John will give me $1,000.00.”) 

6. Faith is not HOPE 

a. Hope is different than faith (I Corinthians 13:1 “And now abide faith, hope, love, these 

three: but the greatest of these is love.” 

b. Hope comes with knowledge of God’s promise 

 

II. Pleasing God 

A. Believing that He exist 

B. Believing He is a rewarder 



III. Now faith is- Hebrews 11:1 

A. Anything that points to the future or looks to the future is hope and not faith. 

If it is not NOW, it is not faith.  

B. Faith is TODAY (John 11:1-44) 

1. YESTERDAY Faith (verse 21-22): “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have 

died.” 

2. TOMORROW Faith (verse 24): “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 

day.” 

3. TODAY Faith (verse 41): “Did I not say to you that if you would believe you would see the 

glory of God  

C. Substance 

D. Evidence 

IV. How faith comes- Romans 10:17 


