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STUDY: FOUNDATION #1- JESUS THE CHRIST 

 

LESSON 15 
 

What did Christ do while in the grave? 
 

 

I. Introduction- We know what Jesus did on the cross and what He did after the grave- 
 

Just after the resurrection Jesus said to Mary not to touch Him for he had not ascended to the Father 
yet. So He spent three days below. After He ascended He offered His blood for atonement for sins 
before God. 
 
John 20:16-17 (KJV)  
16  Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master.  
17  Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say 
unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. 

 
Hebrews 9:12 (KJV)  
12  Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption for us. 

 
 
 

II.  Did Jesus go to Hell when He died? 
 

A. Great doctrinal controversy is here 
 

 The Seduction of Christianity book alerted me of this controversy years ago. 
 

Dave Hunt made the statement that the Word of faith people were teaching that Jesus was 
punished by God and was tortured by Satan in Hell. This concept is wrong. Jesus took our 
punishment on the cross, not in Hell. He marched into death triumphant, not sin ridden and 
defeated as some might teach- See article below. 

 
Kenneth Hagin had it wrong when he stated:  
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"Physical death would not remove our sins. He tasted death for every man - spiritual death. 
Jesus is the first person ever to be born again. Why did HIS spirit need to be born again? 
Because it was estranged from God." ("The Name Of Jesus", Kenneth E. Hagin, pp. 29-30.)] 

 
         As he continued this discussion, he states that:  

 
"Spiritual death also means having Satan's nature." (Ibid, p. 31.)  

 
In other words what is being said here is, Jesus had to take on the demonic nature of the devil 
and go to Hell. While in Hell, under Satan's bondage, the Son of God was "born again." To 
make matters worse, Dr. Hagin plainly states that Jesus was not the only Begotten Son of God 
until He was "born again" in hell and then resurrected. Quoting Acts 13:33 he states at this 
moment He was the "Only Begotten."  

 
Acts 13:33-34 (KJV)  
33  God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also 

written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.  
34  And as concerning that he raised him up from the dead, now no more to return to corruption, he 

said on this wise, I will give you the sure mercies of David. 

Hagin: "You will not be able to understand the authority in the name of Jesus until you 
understand this fact. Down in the prison house of suffering down in hell itself Jesus 
satisfied the claims of justice on the behalf of each one of us, because He died as our 
substitute" (The Name of Jesus- p. 33.) 
 

This is one way of looking at what Jesus did for us. As much as I like Dr. Hagin’s teaching, I must 
say this is wrong doctrine. I understand why someone would believe this, but it’s not 
necessary. The work was finished on the cross. We see others making this same mistake about 
what and when Jesus did during the three days.1 
 
Two aspects of this wrong teaching 
1. Jesus died spiritually and suffered in hell for us 
2. Jesus became the son at resurrection and was born again then 

 

B. Jesus was always the son of God eternal in the heavens, He did not become the 
son or have to experience spiritual death and resurrection to be “born again.”  

 
In Matthew 3:17 God declares Him as “son” at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry and baptism. He 
confirmed it again later in Matthew 17:5 out loud. 

 
 When you see the phrase “only begotten” it means “one and only” and “unique.” For God so 

loved the world that he sent His one and only unique son into the world- John 3:16.  
 

                                                      
1 See article for examples although there is no reference for Copelands quote: https://www.cuttingedge.org/news/n1825.html 

https://www.cuttingedge.org/news/n1825.html
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In Acts 13:33-34 when Paul used Psalm 2:7 where in the context of the passage, God is calling 
the triumphant messiah who after he conquers and comes to Zion, His son. 
 
Psalm 2:7 (KJV)  
7  I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten 

thee. 

If you misunderstand this passage God seems to be saying it’s only that day that Jesus would 
be begotten. Paul seems to be saying at the resurrection is when He is begotten. Neither of 
these terms mean “born again” either to begin with. What they both mean is that in these 
“acts” (taking David’s earthly throne in Zion and resurrecting from the dead) God is proving 
that Jesus is the unique and only one of his kind is His son. 
 
Note what Jamiason, Fausset and Brown’s Commentary 1884 says of Psalms 2:7: 

 
“Paul's quotation does not imply an application of this passage to the resurrection; for 
"raised up" in Ac 13:32 is used as in Ac 2:30; Ac 3:22, &c., to denote bringing Him into 
being as a man; and not that of resurrection, which it has only when, as in Ac 2:34, allusion 
is made to His death (Rom 1:4). That passage says He was declared as to His divine nature 
to be the Son of God, by the resurrection, and only teaches that that event manifested a 
truth already existing.”2 
 

        Paul made it more clear in Romans 1:4: 
 

Romans 1:3-4 (KJV)  
3  Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the 

flesh;  
4  And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 

resurrection from the dead: 

 

See Paul is saying in Acts 13, that Jesus was already the son before he came into the world, but 
was proved to be so, when God raised him up from the dead. David said something very 
similar in Psalms 2, so Paul quoted him.  It is not consistent with any context that Jesus was 
“born again” in the grave and declared to be the son after He resurrected. 

 
 

 Jesus exampled a type of being “born-again” when he physically came into the world, a symbol 
of our new birth. He was never spiritually “born again” like we are today. He was Spirit becoming 
flesh (John 1:14), and we are flesh becoming spiritual by new birth.  
 
Hebrews 1:6 (HCSB)  
6  When He again brings His firstborn into the world, He says, And all God’s angels must worship Him. 

                                                      
2 Robert Jamieson, A.R. Fausset, David Brown, A Commentary: Critical, Experimental, and Practical on the Old and New 

Testaments, (Toledo, OH: Jerome B. Names & Co., 1884), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Psalm 2". 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+13%3A32
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+2%3A30
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+3%3A22
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+2%3A34
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+1%3A4
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When He came into the world He was already call “firstborn.” He was always God. He was not 
“born again” in Hell because he had spiritually died, and God turned His back on Him. He 
exampled the “born again” experience by coming into this world as a baby. The great 
exchange- He “Spirit” became flesh so that we “flesh” could be spiritual. 
 
Christ’s Preeminence: He is called the “firstborn” among many brethren in Rom. 8:29; and 
“firstborn” over all creation in Col. 1:14-18; and “firstborn” from the dead (meaning the first to 
rise from the dead in the New Testament era, (see also Acts 26:23; 1 Cor. 15:20,23; Rev. 1:5); 
the beginning, the head and “firstborn” of the church in Col. 1:14-18, and has “first place in 
everything” (HCSB). 
 

“Paul described Jesus as Lord of creation, the "firstborn." The term "firstborn" stresses 
uniqueness and sovereignty rather than priority in time. Jesus is the "firstborn" because He 
is the agent of creation and the heir of creation.”3 

 
 He was always begotten of the Father- 

 
Look at John 1. John explains the same thing: 
 

John 1:1 (KJV)  
1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

John in his very first verse says Jesus was God and with God from the very beginning. Verse 14 
goes on to say that the “Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” John states that God in 
Jesus was “birthed” in the flesh and that God dwelt among them. But then in Verse 34, John 
goes on to say that he heard God from heaven declare that Jesus “the Word” was His “son.” 
John also by his testament is stating that He saw with his own eyes the acts Jesus did, to prove 
that He is the “Son.” 
 
John 1:34 (KJV)  
34  And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. 

 
Let’s look closer at John 1:12-14 
 

 This is the born again experience for believers- Born of God, born of Spirit 
 
John 1:12-14 (KJV)  
12  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name:  
13  Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.  
 
John 3:3-6 (KJV)  
3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.  

                                                      
3 David S. Dockery, ed., Holman Concise Bible Commentary, (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 2010), WORDsearch 

CROSS e-book, 589. 
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4  Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time 
into his mother's womb, and be born?  
5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  
6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
 

Those who believe in Christ are not judged with the world, because Jesus was our substitute 
 

John 3:17-18 (NASB)  
17  "For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be 
saved through Him.  
18  "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because 
he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

 

 This is Christ exampling that same experience 
 
14  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 

only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

 

J.W. Stallings: “The word translated “only begotten” (Greek monogenes) is a compound of the 

noun meaning “kind” or “genus” (Greek genos) rather than the verb “born” (Greek gennao). It 
therefore literally means “of a single kind” rather than “only begotten.” Verse 13 has already 
referred to others who are begotten/born by God. Here John means to emphasize the deity of 
Christ, God’s Son in a unique sense. He is God’s Son in a way that no one else is God’s Son.”4 
 
Hebrews 11:17 (HCSB) is proof of the correct translation. He continues to say: 
 
“monogenes is used of Isaac in Heb. 11:17. Isaac was Abraham’s uniquely precious son, but not 
his only begotten” (Brown 1:13, 14). 
Jesus is “of a single kind” with the Father. He is uniquely like the Father. He bears a unique 
relationship to the Father. His glory is entirely appropriate to this unique status and position. 
This phrase conveys the same basic truth as 10:30 where Jesus says, “I and my Father are 
one.”5 

  
1 John 4:9-10 (HCSB)  
9  God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent His One and Only Son (KJV “only begotten”) 

into the world so that we might live through Him.  
10  Love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins. 

1 John 4:10 (MSG)  
10  This is the kind of love we are talking about—not that we once upon a time loved God, but that he 

                                                      
4 Jack Wilson Stallings, John, (NASHVILLE, TN: Randall House, 1989), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 24.. 
5 Jack Wilson Stallings, John, (NASHVILLE, TN: Randall House, 1989), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 24. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=John%201:13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb%2011:17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb%201:13-14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=John%2010:30
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loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to clear away our sins and the damage they've done to our 

relationship with God.  

 

C. How was Jesus “punished”?  
 
He was treated as a sinner and was punished by men. God allowed this and at the same time put 
all of our sin upon Him. (One model of atonement declares that God punished Him in our stead 
satisfying God’s Judgment for sin). Furthermore, he was never a sinner, but always an innocent 
lamb. The suffering of the cross was the sin offering as a substitute for the eternal damnation that 
we all deserve. If he was a sinner then He would have had needed atonement for Himself (this is 
the best I understand it, and I do not yet fully- 4/20). 

 
Isaiah 53:4-12 (KJV) 
4  Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted.  
5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.  
6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all.  
 

Isaiah 53:5-6 (HCSB)  
5  But He was pierced because of our transgressions, crushed because of our iniquities; punishment 
for our peace was on Him, and we are healed by His wounds.  
6  We all went astray like sheep; we all have turned to our own way; and the LORD has punished Him for 
the iniquity of us all.  
 

 

Isaiah 53:5-6 (NASB)  
5  But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening 
for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed.  
6  All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused 
the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.  
 

7  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.  
8  He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off 
out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.  
9  And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no 
violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.  
10  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an 
offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall 
prosper in his hand.  
 
11  He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous 
servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.  
12  Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he 
bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.  
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Albert Barnes: Verse 4 
“He was afflicted for them. He undertook the work of removing them. Part he removed by 
direct miracle - as sickness; part he removed by removing the cause - by taking away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself - thus removing the source of all ills;” 

 
“So when it is said Isaiah 53:12 that he ‹bare the sins of many,‘ it cannot mean literally that he 
took those sins on himself in any such sense as that he became a sinner, but only that he so 
took them upon himself as to remove from the sinner the exposure to punishment, and to 
bear himself whatever was necessary as a proper expression of the evil of sin. Peter 
undoubtedly makes an allusion to this passage Isaiah 53:12 when he says 1 Peter 2:24, ‹Who 
his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree‘ (see the notes at Isaiah 53:12). Matthew 
Matthew 8:17 has translated it by ἔλαβε elabe (“he took”), a word which does not differ in 
signification essentially from that used by Isaiah. It is almost exactly the same word which is 
used by Symmachus ( ἀνελαβε anelabe ).” 

 
1 Peter 2:21-24 (HCSB)  
21  For you were called to this, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you 

should follow in His steps.  
22  He did not commit sin, and no deceit was found in His mouth;  
23  when He was reviled, He did not revile in return; when He was suffering, He did not threaten but 

entrusted Himself to the One who judges justly.  
24  He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, so that, having died to sins, we might live 

for righteousness; you have been healed by His wounds.  

  Barnes: 
“Bare our sins. There is an allusion here undoubtedly to Isaiah 53:4,12. See the meaning of 
the phrase "to bear sins" fully considered in the Notes on those places. As this cannot 
mean that Christ so took upon himself the sins of men as to become himself a sinner, it 
must mean that he put himself in the place of sinners, and bore that which those sins 
deserved; that is, that he endured in his own person that which, if it had been inflicted on 
the sinner himself, would have been a proper expression of the Divine displeasure against 
sin, or would have been a proper punishment for sin. 2 Corinthians 5:21. He was treated as 
if he had been a sinner, in order that we might be treated as if we had not sinned; that is, 
as if we were righteous. There is no other way in which we can conceive that one bears the 
sins of another. They cannot be literally transferred to another; and all that can be meant 
is, that he should take the consequences on himself, and suffer as if he had committed the 
transgressions himself.” 6 

 

2 Corinthians 5:21 (KJV)  
21  For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of 

God in him. 

Lit. “He has made Christ who never sinned to be the sin offering for us, that we might be righteous 
in Christ.” 

                                                      
6 Albert Barnes, Barnes' Notes on the New Testament, ed. Robert Frew, WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "1 Peter 2". 

https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Isaiah+53:12&t1=en_nas
https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Isaiah+53:12&t1=en_nas
https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=1%20Peter+2:24&t1=en_nas
https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Isaiah+53:12&t1=en_nas
https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Matthew+8:17&t1=en_nas
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+53%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+53%3A12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+5%3A21
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 Satan did not torture Christ nor was Jesus Himself punished in Hell- He simply went into the 
regions of Hell. 

 
 God promised to not leave His soul in Hell (Heb. Sheol or Gk. Hades- the realm of the dead) 

 
Psalm 16:10 (HCSB)  
10  For You will not abandon me to Sheol; You will not allow Your Faithful One to see decay.  

Acts 2:25-27 (KJV)  
25  For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right 

hand, that I should not be moved:  
26  Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope:  
27  Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell (Hades), neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see 

corruption. 

This only proves He died and went where the dead went-the grave and the place of Sheol. 
 
 

D. Did Jesus suffer in Hell as punishment for sin? Corruption could not touch Him 
 

 Calvin believed Jesus suffered in hell (So let us not be so quick to judge others who make this 
mistake). 

 
While Calvin did not believe God was ever hostel nor angry at Jesus,7 he did argue that Jesus 
went to hell supporting the Apostle’s Creed.  
“But, apart from the Creed, we must seek for a surer exposition of Christ’s descent to hell: and 
the word of God furnishes us with one not only pious and holy, but replete with excellent 
consolation. Nothing had been done if Christ had only endured corporeal death. In order to 
interpose between us and God’s anger, and satisfy his righteous judgment, it was necessary 
that he should feel the weight of divine vengeance.  Whence also it was necessary that he 
should engage, as it were, at close quarters with the powers of hell and the horrors of eternal 
death. We lately quoted from the Prophet, that the “chastisement of our peace was laid upon 
him,” that he “was bruised for our iniquities,” that he “bore our infirmities;” expressions which 
intimate, that, like a sponsor and surety for the guilty, and, as it were, subjected to 
condemnation, he undertook and paid all the penalties which must have been exacted from 
them, the only exception being, that the pains of death could not hold him. Hence there is 
nothing strange in its being said that he descended to hell, seeing he endured the death which 
is inflicted on the wicked by an angry God. It is frivolous and ridiculous to object that in this 
way the order is perverted, it being absurd that an event which preceded burial should be 
placed after it. But after explaining what Christ endured in the sight of man, the Creed 
appropriately adds the invisible and incomprehensible judgment which he endured before 
God, to teach us that not only was the body of Christ given up as the price of redemption, but 

                                                      
7 Calvin, J., & Beveridge, H. (1845). Institutes of the Christian religion (Vol. 2, p. 61). Edinburgh: The Calvin Translation Society. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/icrbev?ref=InstitutesOfTheChristianReligion.Institutes+II%2c+xvi%2c+11&off=1581&ctx=of+his+inmost+soul.+~We+do+not%2c+however%2c+
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that there was a greater and more excellent price—that he bore in his soul the tortures of 
condemned and ruined man.”8 

 
 A better statement would be that Christ entered death and the grave (Hades) triumphant and 

victorious. The suffering was at the cross, the rest was Satan’s surprise. He did go to paradise 

with the thief which at the time was in Hades. Most stop there. Gotquestions.org explained it 

this way: 

 
“Some have the viewpoint that Jesus went to “hell” or the suffering side of sheol/hades in 
order to further be punished for our sins. This idea is completely unbiblical. It was the death of 
Jesus on the cross that sufficiently provided for our redemption. It was His shed blood that 
effected our own cleansing from sin (1 John 1:7–9). As He hung there on the cross, He took the 
sin burden of the whole human race upon Himself. He became sin for us: “God made him who 
had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 
Corinthians 5:21). This imputation of sin helps us understand Christ’s struggle in the garden of 
Gethsemane with the cup of sin which would be poured out upon Him on the cross. 
 
As Jesus neared death, He said, “It is finished” (John 19:30). His suffering in our place was 
completed. His soul/spirit went to hades (the place of the dead). Jesus did not go to “hell” or 
the suffering side of hades; He went to “Abraham’s side” or the blessed side of hades. Jesus’ 
suffering ended the moment He died. The payment for sin was paid. He then awaited the 
resurrection of His body and His return to glory in His ascension. Did Jesus go to hell? No. Did 
Jesus go to sheol/hades? Yes.”9 

 
 Yes Jesus went to Sheol/hades. 
 There is no verse that says Jesus died spiritually in the grave or suffered in Hell 
 It was the death of the cross that that provided our redemption 
 It was the resurrection that delivered it to God and to us 

 

1 Peter 3:18 (KJV)  
18  For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, 

being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: 

 
 

                                                      
8 Calvin, J., & Beveridge, H. (1845). Institutes of the Christian religion (Vol. 2, pp. 59–60). Edinburgh: The Calvin Translation 

Society. 
9 https://www.gotquestions.org/did-Jesus-go-to-hell.html 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%201.7%E2%80%939
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%205.21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%205.21
https://www.gotquestions.org/it-is-finished.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2019.30
https://ref.ly/logosres/icrbev?ref=InstitutesOfTheChristianReligion.Institutes+II%2c+xvi%2c+10&off=4&ctx=+known+to+both.%0a10.+~But%2c+apart+from+the+

