
Hebrews 6 Foundation of Christ #2 Jesus the Christ- Pastor Larry 

Text: Hebrews 6:1-2 

Therefore leaving        the principles of the doctrine of Christ,  

let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation 

of         repentance from dead works, 

and of faith toward God, 

Of the doctrine of baptisms, 

and of laying on of hands, 

and of resurrection of the dead, 

and of eternal judgment. 

Introduction 

1.     7 or 6 foundations?- are all six "principle doctrines of Christ"  Or is 

that the first one of seven? 

2.   Jewish foundations or Christian?- probably twofold 

A.  David Guzik Commentary: 

"b. Not laying again the foundation: Many people regard this as a Biblical list of important “foundations” for the 

Christian life. Bible study series have been taught developing each one of these topics, out of the thought that this is 

good list of basic doctrines. But that isn’t the writer’s point here at all. To understand this list, you must ask a basic 

question: What is distinctively Christian about this list? Where is the specific mention of Jesus or salvation by grace 

alone? Can you believe or practice these things and not be a follower of Jesus Christ, believing Him to be the Messiah? 

i. “When we consider the ‘rudiments’ one by one, it is remarkable how little in the list is distinctive of Christianity, for 

practically every item could have its place in a fairly orthodox Jewish community. . . . Each of them, indeed, acquires a 

new significance in a Christian context; but the impression we get is that existing Jewish beliefs and practices were used 

as a foundation on which to build Christian truth.” (Bruce) 

c. Not even baptisms, as it is used in this passage, is necessarily Christian. The specific ancient Greek word translated 

baptisms is not the word regularly used in the New Testament to describe Christian baptism. It is the word used on two 

other specific occasions (Hebrews 9:10 and Mark 7:4) to refer to Jewish ceremonial washings. 

i. The New English Bible translation reflects this, translating doctrine of baptisms as “instruction about cleansing rites.” 

d. In this case, the elementary principles to move beyond are all items in the “common ground” between Christianity 

and Judaism. This was a “safe” common ground these Jewish Christians retreated to. 



i. Because Christianity did grow out of Judaism, it was a more subtle temptation for a Jewish Christian to slip back into 

Judaism than it was for a formerly pagan Christian to go back to his pagan ways. 

ii. Of course, these Jewish Christians did not want to abandon religion, but they did want to make it less distinctively 

Christian. Therefore, they went back to this “common ground” to avoid persecution. Living in this comfortable common 

ground, you would not stick out so much. A Jew and a Christian together could say, “Let’s repent, let’s have faith, let’s 

perform ceremonial washings,” and so forth. But this was a subtle denial of Jesus. 

iii. This is entirely characteristic of those who feel discouraged, and wish to give up. There is always the temptation to 

still be religious, but not so “fanatical” about Jesus.". Commentary by David Guzik 

These possible Jewish doctrines were shadows of the real Christian truths and foundations we now 

understand and hold to. Paul is saying lets go from here, these Jewish/CVhristian teachings and go further. 

This is one possible explanation of the context of this scripture. 

B. Believer’s Bible Commentary: 

First of all, the readers are exhorted to leave the elementary principles of Christ, literally, “the word of the 
beginning of Christ” (FWG), or “the beginning word of Christ” (KSW). We understand this to mean the basic 
doctrines of religion that were taught in the OT and were designed to prepare Israel for the coming of the 
Messiah. These doctrines are listed in the latter part of verse 1 and in verse 2. As we shall seek to show, they are 
not the fundamental doctrines of Christianity but rather teachings of an elementary nature which formed the 
foundation for later building. They fell short of Christ risen and glorified. The exhortation is to leave these 
basics, not in the sense of abandoning them as worthless, but rather of advancing from them to maturity. The 
implication is that the period of Judaism was a time of spiritual infancy. Christianity represents full growth. 

Once a foundation has been laid, the next step is to build upon it. A doctrinal foundation was laid in the 
OT; it included the six fundamental teachings which are now listed. These represent a starting point. The great 
NT truths concerning Christ, His Person, and His work, represent the ministry of maturity. 

The first OT doctrine is repentance from dead works. This was preached constantly by the prophets as 
well as by the forerunner of the Messiah. They all called on the people to turn from works that were dead in the 
sense that they were devoid of faith. Dead works here may also refer to works which formerly were right, but which 
now are dead since Christ has come. For example, all the services connected with temple worship are outmoded by the 
finished work of Christ.1  

 

My comment about this- How stupid! If the OT doctrine was called “dead works” then it had NOTHING to do 

with Christ because it was OT. Where is this doctrine taught in the OT. This assumption that these are OT 

doctrines that we must leave behind and go on from is only added to bring about another assumption in a 

few verses later that apostasy is only non-believers who stay in the OT doctrines and refuse to move on to 

maturity. This is one way of looking at apostasy but not probable. Now if the Hebrew writer said "salvation 

by works" that would be more fitting as an OT doctrine.  

Truth is these NT doctrines are fundamental to our growth as babes and should be taught first to Christians. 

Again it is true that most of these have beginnings in OT doctrine and had changed in light of Christ's 

coming. Maturity is learning these and going on to deeper things. Verse 1 says "Therefore leaving the 
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principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection" These are clearly the principles of the 

doctrine of Christ! Not all of them are listed here, but some of the principle ones are listed. 

 
 

3.   1 Cor. 3:9- we are God's building- Jesus is the foundation.  

 For we are Gods fellow workers; you are Gods field,  you are  Gods building. According to the grace of God which was 

given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed 

how he builds on it. For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 

3:9-11 NKJV) 

4. "let us go on.... don’t always be laying the foundations 

"We have here the apostle’s advice to the Hebrews—that they would grow up from a state of childhood to the fullness 

of the stature of the new man in Christ. He declares his readiness to assist them all he could in their spiritual progress; 

and, for their greater encouragement, he puts himself with them: Let us go on. Here observe, In order to their growth, 

Christians must leave the principles of the doctrine of Christ. How must they leave them? They must not lose them, they 

must not despise them, they must not forget them. They must lay them up in their hearts, and lay them as the 

foundation of all their profession and expectation; but they must not rest and stay in them, they must not be always 

laying the foundation, they must go on, and build upon it. " 

Commentary by Matthew Henry 

5. Is this a complete list? Are there other foundations not mentioned 

here? " Teachings and doctrines"  No 

   THEREFORE LET us go on and get past the elementary stage in the 

                teachings  and  doctrine of Christ (the Messiah), advancing 

                steadily toward the completeness  and  perfection that belong 

                to spiritual maturity. Let us not again be laying the foundation of 

     repentance  and  abandonment of dead works (dead formalism) and of the 

                faith [by which you turned] to God, (Hebrews 6:1 AMP) 

 

Other doctrines: prayer, second coming, faith, Christ as the messiah, etc. 

 

  

 

 



1 Peter 2:2 

Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, as newborn babes, desire the pure 

milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, if indeed you have tasted that the Lord  is  gracious. Coming to Him  as to  

a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God  and  precious, you also, as living stones, are being built up a 

spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. Therefore it is 

also contained in the Scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who believes on Him will 

by no means be put to shame. Therefore, to you who believe,  He is  precious; but to those who are disobedient,  The 

stone which the builders rejected  Has become the chief cornerstone, and  A stone of stumbling  And a rock of offense. 

They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed. (1 Peter 2:1-8 NKJV) 

The pure milk of the word.... What about the inerrancy of Scripture? Grace, forgiveness, the cross, prayer, the finished 

work,  many more fundamentals. 

2 Peter 1 

Gods word is more sure than an audible voice.  His word has to be foundational to our understanding. 

 

 

 


