
Hebrews 6 Foundations #3 The Doctrine of Christ- Pastor Larry 
 
I. Christ is the foundation 
 
Text: Hebrews 6:1 (apl)- doctrine of Christ 
 
THEREFORE LET us go on and get past the elementary stage in the 
                teachings  and  doctrine of Christ (the Messiah), advancing 
                steadily toward the completeness  and  perfection that belong 
                to spiritual maturity. Let us not again be laying the foundation  

    of repentance  and  abandonment of dead works (dead formalism) 
    and of the faith [by which you turned] to God, (Hebrews 6:1 AMP) 

 

A. Definitions: 
Hebrew: mashiah - it means "the annointed one". The same word is Greek is "Christos" (or Christ) 
That's why Christians called Jesus as "Jesus Christ", we acknowledge that Jesus is the Messiah when we 
do that. 
 

B. Introduction to Christ: 
  

1. Jesus is the Christ 
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came 
wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have 
seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. When Herod the king had heard these things, he 
was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they said unto him, In 
Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, (Matthew 2:1-5 KJV) 
 
And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and 
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. And it was revealed 
unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he 
came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after 
the custom of the law, Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, Lord, now lettest 
thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, Which 
thou hast prepared before the face of all people; A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy 
people Israel. And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of him. (Luke 
2:25-33 KJV) 
 

2. Jesus is the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets (Church) 
For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 
3:9-11 NKJV) 
 
Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone,  in whom the whole building, being fitted together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of 
God in the Spirit. (Ephesians 2:19-22 NKJV) 
 



II. Two questions 
 
When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say 
that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and 
others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon 
Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said 
unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar–jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 
Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Then charged he his disciples that they 
should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ. (Matthew 16:13-20 KJV) 
 

1. Who do men say I am?  John the Baptist, Elias, Jeremiah, a prophet 
 
Even if they were wrong, you have to give them credit. At least they were wrong on the right side of 
the issue. At least they knew that Jesus wasn’t a bad man. One commentator said that when the 
common people gave these answers they were like “a moth hovering around the light.” They were 
fascinated by what they could not understand. 
 
There are two worthwhile points to note: First, the common people loved Jesus even though they 
did not fully understand him. Second, it is quite possible even with a very sincere heart to 
misunderstand who Jesus is. It is possible for a person to be very sympathetic to spiritual truth and 
still not understand who our Lord is. 
 
That is, it is possible to misunderstand with the best of intentions. 
 

2. Who do you all say that I am?  
 
It is short and simple. Everything necessary for salvation is included in that statement 
 
I think some people would read that statement and say, “Well, that’s no big deal. I would say that, too.” 
Sure, everybody here would probably stand up and say, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” 
But Peter was the first person in human history ever to say it out loud. And he said it when few were 
with Jesus and many were against him. He deserves all the credit, for without his confession there 
would be no Christian church. Without Peter’s confession, we wouldn’t be here today. 
 
Robert Jenson 
 He’s a professor at the University of Texas. He recently wrote an article called Why I Am a Christian 
(Sort Of). The article begins this way: 
I don’t believe in God. 
I don’t believe Jesus Christ was the son of a God that I don’t believe in, nor do I believe Jesus rose form 
the dead to ascend to a heaven that I don’t believe exists. 
 
Given these positions, this year I did the only thing that seemed sensible: I formally joined a Christian 
church. 
 
He goes on to say that he joined a Presbyterian church in Austin, Texas. Then he adds these words: 
So, I’m a Christian, sort of. A secular Christian. A Christian atheist, perhaps. But, in a deep sense, I 
would argue, a real Christian. 



There are millions of people who believe some version of Jensen’s lowest-common-denominator 
Christianity, but they don’t have the courage to say it publicly. 
 
I want to make two points. First, there is no connection between what Jensen believes and the truth 
revealed in the New Testament. Second, too many people want a “taffy-pull” Christianity where they 
can take the words of Christianity and stretch them and stretch them and stretch them until the words 
bear no resemblance to their original meaning. If an atheist can be a Christian, why be a Christian at 
all? Why not just be an atheist? 
 
Let’s come back to the words of Jesus for a moment. These two questions tell us two things that have 
enormous significance for contemporary Christians: 
1) We need to know what others think 
2) We need to know what we believe 
 
To be almost right about Jesus is to be totally wrong. Why? Because we are not saved by good opinions 
about Jesus. We not saved because we have a good feeling about Jesus. We are not saved because we 
like his moral teaching. That is not enough. Close only counts in horseshoes and hand grenades. If you 
almost-right about Jesus, you are really totally wrong. Does it matter what we believe about Jesus? Yes, 
it does. The truth about Jesus is the difference between heaven and hell. 
 

III.    The rock? 
 
For at least 400 years Christians have disagreed over the meaning of these words—you are Peter and 
upon this rock I will build my church. 
 

A. The Roman Catholic Answer 
 
I would state the difference this way. The traditional Roman Catholic interpretation is that when Jesus 
said to Peter, “Upon this rock I will build my church,” he was saying that Peter himself was the rock 
upon which the church would be built. That is, Peter was to be the primate and was to have primacy 
over the other apostles. 
 

B. The Protestant Answer 
 
Protestants have given a number of different answers over the centuries. One of the most popular 
evangelical answers goes something like this: There are two different Greek words used for “Peter” 
and “Rock.” Peter is petros, which can mean a small stone and “rock” is petra which can mean a large 
rock. In that case, Peter is not the rock; the rock is his confession of faith. Jesus would be saying, “You 
are like a small stone, but I am building my church on your rock-like confession of faith.” Some 
interpreters have even suggested that Jesus was standing in front of that massive rock cliff and may 
have picked up a stone when he said, “You are Peter” and then gestured toward himself when he said, 
“Upon this rock I will build my church.” 
There you have the two great answers to the question—What is the rock upon which the church is 
built? Is it Peter? Or is it his confession of faith? 
 

C. A Third Answer 
 
I would like to suggest this morning that there is a third interpretation which is—at least to me—the 
most fitting and the easiest to understand. First, when Jesus said “Upon this rock I will build my 



church,” he was referring to Peter. I say that because the two Greek words—petros and petra—
basically mean the same thing. They are different forms of the same word. One is masculine and the 
other is feminine. That’s the only real difference. Jesus was saying, “Peter, you are a rock-man.” 
Second, when Jesus said, “Upon this rock I will build my church,” he said it after Peter made his great 
confession of faith. The timing is crucial. It’s not as if Jesus looks around and says, “Well, you’re the 
best I’ve got so you’ll have be the one.” No, Jesus wasn’t looking for some fall guy on which to build his 
church. Peter could not have been the rock until he made the great confession. That is, the rock is not 
Peter the doubter or Peter the denier. The rock is Peter the believer and Peter the confesser. The rock 
is Peter as he publicly confesses that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. Upon that rock Jesus 
will build his church. 
 
Third, when Jesus said, “Upon this rock I will build my church,” he said it to Peter as representing all 
the apostles. Remember I mentioned that the question was in the plural—"Who do you (plural) say 
that I am?” Jesus wasn’t asking Peter alone; he was asking all of them. When Peter answered, he wasn’t 
answering only for himself; he was answering for all of them. And when Jesus said, “You are the rock,” 
he wasn’t speaking of Peter alone. He was speaking of all the apostles. 
 
Yes, Peter was first. He was the leader. Give him all the credit. When no one would speak up, Peter said 
it loud and clear. Yes, Peter is the rock. And so are the other apostles. 
 
I think Jesus was saying, “Peter, you are a rock. And upon you, and men like you, I will build my 
church.” Now to say that is not to agree with everything else that other people may say about Peter 
being the rock. But it is to say that Peter is the foundation of the church in the sense that, when he 
made that confession—and all the apostles with him—he was the rock—and they were the rocks upon 
which the church is built. 
 
Let me put it plainly. The church is not built on men alone; nor is it built on a confession alone. The 
church is built on men confessing together that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. That is the 
foundation of the church. 


