
Hebrews 6 The Foundation of Judgment Eternal- Lesson 13-  
Seven Judgments #5- The Judgment of the Nations- Pastor Larry 

TEXT: Hebrews 6:1-2- The foundation of Eternal Judgment: aionios & krima: everlasting sentence 

 

Introduction 

The Scriptures do not teach that there is a general judgment of all the righteous and wicked at the 
same time and place. Except possibly the judgment of the nations at the end of the tribulation 
period- Matt 25:32 (see Judgment of the nations below). There will be angels and different classes of 
men to be judged and each class will be judged separately and at different times. Keep in mind there 
are many judgments in the O.T. not mentioned here (Like Eden and the flood). We will teach seven 
judgments for angels and men beginning at the cross. We shall study them under the following 
headings: those judged, the time of the judgment, the place of the judgment, the basis of the 
judgment, and the result of the judgment. The seven judgments are as follows: Judgment at the 
cross, believer’s self-judgment, Judgment of believer’s works, Judgment of Israel, judgment of the 
nations, judgment of the angels, and judgment of the wicked. 

1. There Is a Judgment That Is Already Past - the Judgment at the Cross 

2. There Is a Present Judgment Which Is Taking Place Daily in the Life of the Believer 

3. There are future Judgments- believer’s judgment, Israel, Nations, Angels, the wicked. 

 

1. Judgment at the cross- John 5:22, 2 Cor. 5:21 Jesus was judge for our sins 
This is the most astounding, mind-boggling judgment of all. It was formed in the heart of God and executed 

upon Jesus. It is at the heart of the gospel; it's what makes the gospel glorious. It bewilders and confuses the 

human mind unless balanced by other judgments which are all a part of this great doctrine--the doctrine of 

eternal judgment. 

 

2. Believers' self-judgment throughout life- Dealing with sinning 
1Cor. 11:31-32, 1 Cor. 6:3- If we would “self-judge” we would not be judged or disciplined.  Judging 

“things that pertain to this life”   
This continual judgment must be going on in the life of the believer or there will be death from the natural 

effects of sin because of the consequent failure to grow in grace. There must be constant and continual 

judging of sin as it comes up in the believer's life. 
 

 

3. Judgment of believers' works-The Bema seat- 2 Cor. 5:10-11; Rom. 14:10; 1 Cor. 3:11-15 

A person is saved (justified) by grace through faith. John 3:16 plus many other Scriptures establish this 

foundational fact. Jesus took the full penalty for our sin on Himself! Later, every believer “must appear 

before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed (rewarded) for his deeds in the body, 

according to what he has done, whether good or bad (worthless).” (2 Corinthians 5:10). Our works will be 

judged for their worth; do they have value? 

http://www.livingwatermuscatine.com/judgment-for-sin.html


 

4. Judgment of Israel for rejecting Christ- (Ezek. 20:33-44; Jer. 30; Zech.12-13:1; Isaiah 11, & 66; 

Matthew 24; Rom 11; Mal 3:1-5, 3:16-4:2; Psalm 50:3-6; Dan 9 & 12) 
  

Since The Jewish nation rejected Christ Israel has been under judgment beginning with the dispersion in 

70 AD and the destruction of the temple (actually it began with the Babylonians captivity 580 years BC). 

According to Daniel 9 there is still a 7 year period to fulfill their time of judgment.  Revelation 20:2-6 

Daniel 12:1-2 and Job 19:25-27 says that all of the righteous Jews from the past will be resurrected, those 

who died during the tribulation period, and those who survive the great tribulation will be judged. Jesus 

himself face to face will judge these people and save them. 

 

REVIEW: Romans 11:1-2 Has God cast off His people?  

5. Judgment of the living nations at the second coming -Mt. 25:31-46, Joel 3; Daniel 7:9-10, 

Psalm 50, Psa. 96:13, Matt 13:24-52, Revelation 19:11-21 

 

The Judgment of the Nations, or Gentiles (the Greek word can mean either), takes place on earth after 

Christ comes to reign, as Matt. 25:31 clearly states: “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all 

the holy angels with Him.” If we are right in identifying it with Joel 3, the location is the Valley of 

Jehoshaphat, outside Jerusalem (3:2). The existing nations and persons will be judged according to their 

treatment of Christ’s Jewish brethren during the Tribulation (Joel 3:1, 2, 12–14; Matt. 25:31–46), and 

worthiness to enter the kingdom. This is not a judgment of whether one is necessarily saved or not, but 

will have eternal consequences.  

These Scriptures describes the Judgment of the Nations, which is to be distinguished from the Judgment 

Seat of Christ and the Judgment of the Great White Throne. 

The Judgment Seat of Christ, a time of review and reward for believers only, takes place after the Rapture 

(Rom. 14:10; 1 Cor. 3:11–15; 2 Cor. 5:9, 10). The Judgment of the Great White Throne takes place in 

eternity, after the Millennium. The wicked dead will be judged and consigned to the Lake of Fire (Rev. 

20:11–15).- Believer’s Bible Commentary 

 

Introduction 
This time includes a resurrection at the end of the tribulation of the righteous Jews and gentiles who 

died during the tribulation- Ez. 37:12-14. Revelation 20:2-6 say there is a resurrection at the end of 
the tribulation of all the rest of the righteous believers, this concludes the first resurrection. Daniel 
12:1-2 and Job 19:25-27 says that all of the righteous Jews from the past will be resurrected 
(although it is probable that they will have already been raptured with the church), also those who 
died as believers during the tribulation period, and those who survive the great tribulation will be 
judged. 
 

 

A.  Contrasting two judgments: No general judgment 
 

A study of Matt. 25:31-46 with Rev. 20:11-15 will reveal that this judgment is entirely different from 

the great white throne judgment. A few points of contrast are as follows: 

 

Contrast between Judgment of the Nations and the Great White Throne Judgment 
 

Judgment of the nations /                  Judgment of the wicked 

(Mt. 25:31-46)                                  (Rev. 20:11-15) 

  
1. Living nations ............................... the wicked dead 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+25%3A31-46
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2. Before Millennium ........................... after Millennium 

  
3. Christ the Judge ............................... God the Judge 

  
4. On earth ........................................... in heaven 

  
5. Two classes ........................................ one class 

  
6. Some saved ........................................ none saved 

  
7. Some destroyed ................................. all destroyed 

  
8. No resurrections .............................. a resurrection 

  
9. No books opened ................................. books opened 

  
10. Basis: persecution of Jews .............. all sins of all men 

  
11. One generation ............................. many generations 

  
12. Gentiles only ............................. Jews and Gentiles 

  
13. Angels help .................................. none mentioned 

  
14. Some go to hell .............................. all go to hell 

  
15. Some enter kingdom ............................ none enter it 

  
16. Separation of good from bad .................. no good at all 

  
17. To determine who continues ................... none here will 

  
to live on earth ........................ live on earth again 

  
18. Some enter eternal life ....................... none enter it 

 

 

B. The Basics- people, period, place, principle, and pronouncement. 
 

1. People: Gentile nations (Matt. 25:32). The living Ethnos- Nations and nationalities 
 
a) Individuals responsibility- Romans 14:12 
 
b) Three examples- Matthew 6:31-32; Matthew 20:17-19; Matthew 28:19-20 

 
2. Period: At the revelation of Christ before the Millennium -Matt. 25:31-46.  

 
Two-fold- destruction of wicked at the battle of Armageddon, and the judgment and 
separation of the wicked who survive afterwards- Matt 13:37-14 
 

3. Place: Palestine (Zech.14; Matt. 25:31; Rev. 19:11-21). Joel 3:14 valley of decision 

JEHOSHAPHAT (VALLEY OF) The valley where the Last Judgement is to take place (Joel 

3:2), also called the ‘valley of decision’ (Joel 3:14). Early traditions identify it with the Valley 

of Kidron, but some scholars think that the Valley of Ziz and Berachah and the Valley of 

Jehoshaphat are one and the same, and that they should be identified with Wadi el-Arub. 

Uncertainty as to the identification of the valley is reflected in Eusebius’ writings. Once 

(Onom. 170:10) it is identified with the Valley of Hinnom, and once (118:18) with a valley 

between the city and Mount of Olives. This later identification recurs in pilgrims’ descriptions 

up to the 14th century. 



 

a) Believer’s Bible Commentary- Judgment day 

  The Day of Vengeance (Isaiah 63:1–6) 

When the Lord returns to set up His kingdom, He must first destroy His enemies. That 

destruction takes place at different times and in different places. One stage occurs in the 

Valley of Armageddon (Rev. 16:16), another in the Valley of Jehoshaphat (Joel 3:12), and 

still another in Edom. The latter is what we have here in chapter 63. The Messiah is 

marching up from Bozrah, a metropolis of Edom, in glorious garments that are red with 

the blood of Israel’s foes. When asked why His apparel is red, He uses the figure of a 

winepress to describe His trampling of His enemies. The time had come for Him to wreak 

vengeance on them and to redeem His people. In the absence of any merely human deliverer, 

He stepped in and won the victory. 

 

  Judgment of Gentile Nations (Joel 3:1–16a) 

3:1–8 God will gather the Gentile nations to the Valley of Jehoshaphat and will judge them 

there for their treatment of the Jews. Tyre, Sidon, and Philistia will be recompensed for 

plundering and enslaving God’s people. The people in those cities would in turn be sold as 

slaves—a fitting punishment for their crime. 

3:9–16a The Gentiles are told to “Prepare for war!”, for the Lord will fight with them in 

the valley of decision. In the Valley of Jehoshaphat the Lord will sit to judge all the 

surrounding nations. The sovereign God is currently testing all men and nations, as 

unfashionable as that concept may be to today’s worldly thinkers. Stevenson remarks: 

Men dismiss the Biblical teaching concerning judgment to come, for individuals and nations, as a 

now outmoded concept. But the people of God have held fast through all the generations to the 

assurance that, in the “day of the Lord,” the Judge of all the earth will do right. That is our 

confidence, based upon the rock of Holy Scripture.41 

 

 

b) Joel 3:13- the harvest and winepress 
 

“Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe” In Joel 3:13-16 we have a reference to the battle 

of Armageddon and the destruction of the many armies of the nations of the Antichrist, by the 

Lord, in fulfillment of Isa. 63:1-5; Ezek 38-39; Zech. 14; Rev. 19:11-21.  
  

sickle See Rev. 14:14-20; 19:15.  

 

c) Zech. 14:2-3 

 

                                                           

4 (3:9–16a) Herbert F. Stevenson, Three Prophetic Voices. Studies in Joel, Amos and Hosea, p. 40. 

1 MacDonald, William. Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments. Ed. Arthur Farstad. Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson, 1995. Print. 
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“I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle” This refers to the mobilization of the 

nations to Armageddon (Ezek. 38-39; Joel 3; Rev. 16:13-16; 19:11-21).  
  

“the city shall be taken” The city will be taken the second time by Anticrist at the very end of 

the tribulation period and just before the second coming of Christ. The houses will be rifled, 

the women will be ravished, and half the city will go into captivity. Then, suddenly, Christ will 

make His appearance with His armies and defeat Antichrist in a one-day battle; at this time He 

will take over the kingdoms of this world to reign forever on earth (Zech. 14:2-9; Isa. 63:1-6; 

Ezek. 38-39; Joel 2 -- Joel 3; Rev. 19:11-21; 20:1-10).  
  

Verse 3 

“Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations” Then -- when Jerusalem is 

half taken and when it seems that all Israel will be totally destroyed, the Lord will come to 

fight the nations under Antichrist, and set up His kingdom on earth to remain eternally (Mt. 

24:29-31; 25:31-46; 2Th. 1:7-10; Jude 1:14-15; Rev. 19:11-21).  

 

Armageddon- Revelation 16:16; 19:11-21, 14:7-20, Ez 38:22 Fire and brimstone, Isaiah 34- 
smoke forever, (Jer. 49:22, Amos 1:11-12 Psalm 37:20, Jer. 31:40) 

 

4. Principle or Basis: Their treatment of Christ's brethren-the Jews (Matt. 25:31-46). 
 

 
5. Pronouncement or result: Some saved to go into the Millennium and some destroyed 

(Matt. 25: 34, 41, 46; Zech.14; Matt.13:41-50; 24:51; Isa.53; Joel 3). 
 

Four fold: 
1) Destruction at Armageddon and surrounding areas-Zech 14:12-13 
2) Pronounced judgement of individuals by Christ at valley of Jehoshaphat-Joel 3:1-8 
3) Ruling saints will also continue to judge matters ongoing the next 1000 years-see C below 
4) Those left on Earth will have to go up to Jerusalem to worship Jesus- Zech 14:16-17 

 

 

A. Who will rule? 
 

Revelation 12:5 (144,00 to rule all nations with a rod of iron] The man-child, or the 144,000 
are to rule the nations with a rod of iron, as will Christ (Ps. 2; Rev. 19:15), the Old Testament 
saints (Jer. 30:9; Ezek. 34:24; 37:24-25; Dan. 7:18,27; Hos. 3:5; Mt. 8:11-12), the church saints 
(Mt. 19:28; Rom. 8:17; 1Cor. 4:8; 6:2; 2Tim. 2:12; Rev. 1:5-6; 2:26-27; 5:10; 22:4-5), and the 
tribulation saints (Rev. 20:4-6). "This honour have all His saints" (Ps. 149:6-9).  

 
B. The continued judgment of the nations during the millennium by the saints- Rev. 20:4-6, 1 

Cor. 6:2, Dan. 7:21-22 
 
Rev 20:4 The thrones here are those that saints will have, proving that all saints will rule with 
Christ in some capacity as kings and priests (Rev. 1:6; 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10; 12:5; 20:4-6; 22:4-5; 
Lk. 22:30; 1Cor. 6:2-4; 2Tim. 2:12; Heb. 12:28; Ps. 149:6-9; Dan. 7:18,27). 
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