
Hebrews 6 The Foundation of Judgment Eternal- Lesson 9-  
Seven Judgments #3- The Judgment of the saints- Pastor Larry 

TEXT: Hebrews 6:1-2- The foundation of Eternal Judgment: aionios & krima: everlasting sentence 

 

Introduction 

The Scriptures do not teach that there is a general judgment of all the righteous and wicked at the 
same time and place. Except possibly the judgment of the nations at the end of the tribulation 
period- Matt 25:31-32 (see Judgment of the nations below). There will be angels and different classes 
of men to be judged and each class will be judged separately and at different times. Keep in mind 
there are many judgments in the O.T. not mentioned here (Like Eden and the flood). We will teach 
seven judgments for angels and men beginning at the cross. We shall study them under the following 
headings: those judged, the time of the judgment, the place of the judgment, the basis of the 
judgment, and the result of the judgment. The seven judgments are as follows: Judgment at the 
cross, believer’s self-judgment, Judgment of believer’s works, Judgment of Israel, judgment of the 
nations, judgment of the angels, and judgment of the wicked. 

1. There Is a Judgment That Is Already Past - the Judgment at the Cross 

2. There Is a Present self-Judgment Which Is Taking Place Daily in the Life of the Believer 

3. There are future Judgments- believer’s judgment, Israel, Nations, Angels, the wicked. 

 

1. Judgment at the cross- John 5:22, 2 Cor. 5:21 Jesus was judge for our sins 
This is the most astounding, mind-boggling judgment of all. It was formed in the heart of God and executed 

upon Jesus. It is at the heart of the gospel; it's what makes the gospel glorious. It bewilders and confuses the 

human mind unless balanced by other judgments which are all a part of this great doctrine--the doctrine of 

eternal judgment. 

 

2. Believers' self-judgment throughout life- Dealing with sinning 
1Cor. 11:31-32, 1 Cor. 6:3- If we would “self-judge” we would not be judged or disciplined.  Judging 

“things that pertain to this life”   
  

This continual judgment must be going on in the life of the believer or there will be death from the 

natural effects of sin because of the consequent failure to grow in grace. There must be constant and 

continual judging of sin as it comes up in the believer's life. 

 
REVIEW: 1 Cor. 6:1-8- Church government 
 
INTRO: 1 Peter 4:17-18 “For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it 

first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? And if the righteous 

scarcely (or with difficulty) be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?” (Prov. 11:31) 
 



“Peter quoted the Septuagint rendering of Proverbs 11:31, If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, to emphasize 

God’s disciplinary demands on His children. The vicissitudes of life are a part of God’s constant care, yet from a human 

perspective discipline is always “hard.” Peter is not teaching that salvation is earned through personal trials or works, but 

simply that those who are saved are not exempt from temporal disciplinary judgments which are the natural consequences 

of sin. The writer of Hebrews also supports Peter: “Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons” (Heb. 

12:7).”1 

 

3. Judgment of believers' works-The Bema seat- Rom. 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10-11; 1 Cor. 3:11-15 

A person is saved (justified) by grace through faith. John 3:16 plus many other Scriptures establish this 
foundational fact. Jesus took the full penalty for our sin on Himself! Later, every believer “must appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed (rewarded) for his deeds in the 
body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.” (2 Corinthians 5:10)  

A. The basics 

 
1. Subjects: Believers- Eph. 6:8; Col. 3:24-25; Rom.14:10-12; 2 Cor. 5:8-10 
 
2. Time: Between the rapture and the second advent- Luke 14:14- The 1st resurrection includes the 
rapture, mid-trib. catching up and the end of tribulation resurrection Rev 20:5). 
 
1 peter 5:4, 2 Tim 4:8 and 1 Cor. 1:8; 1Cor. 4:5; all suggest that the Bema seat judgment happens the 
day of the rapture and crowns will be given as rewards.  In Revelations 4:10-11 the elders in heaven at 
the beginning of the tribulation already have crowns and fall down before Jesus casting them at his feet. 
This is proof that the rapture takes place at the beginning of the tribulation period.  
 
Revelation 11:18 happens after the seventh trumpet and is in the middle of the tribulation and this 
verse speaks of judgment also, but may be referring to the tribulation judgment in general. Remember 
the 144,000 will be taken up in the middle and all the believers who were saved at that time. “They will 

be caught up to heaven in the seventh trumpet, for, immediately after it blows, they are seen in heaven 

before the throne, Rev. 14:1-5.” 

Dake Topical Index. 
 
The judgment at the end of the tribulation (the nations are judged including Israel and possibly the rest 
of the living people)- and may still be part of the Bema seat judgment although His throne is no longer 
in heaven at that time. Matthew 25:31-34; Matthew 16:27; Rev. 20:4; Dan 12:1-2; Rev.22:12; 
 
3. Place: In Heaven -2 Cor. 5:10, Isaiah 6:1, Rev. 4:1-3 
 
4. Basis: 1 Sam. 16:7- the heart; Rewards of works, both good and bad 1 Cor. 3:11-15; (by fire- Mal. 3:2-
3), 1 Cor. 1:8; 1 Cor. 4:5; 2 Cor. 5:10; Rom.14:12; Col. 3:23-25; Matt. 16:27; Rom.2:5-6. Leaders judged 
more harshly- James 3:1 

 
5. Result: Reward or loss of reward, but never the loss of the soul for those wrong doings providing they 
have been forgiven (1 Cor. 3:11-15). He will suffer loss means he will lose his wage, a workman fined for 
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poor workmanship.2 This judgment deals with the believer as a servant. “Well done thou good and 
faithful servant”- Matthew 25:23, Romans 8:1, no condemning sentence. 
 
 

B. Believers will be judged concerning: 
 
1. Doctrines- James 3:1. 
2. Conduct to others-Matt.18; Rom.14:10-13- Judging others and being a stumbling block. 
3. Carnal traits- 1 Cor. 3:1-8 
4. Words- Matt. 12:32-37 
5. Things that affect others: slander, quarrels, idle words, foolishness, joking, debts, broken promises,               
wrong dealings, etc.-Rom.1:18, 28-32; Col. 3:23-25; Eph. 5:3-11 
6. Things that affect themselves neglected opportunities, talents wasted, loose living, lack of 
spirituality, etc. Rom.2:14-16- secrets; Gal. 6:1-10 
7. Things that affect God: refusal to walk in the light, disobedience, rejection, failure to co-operate and 
yield to the Spirit, etc. Hebrews 2:1-4 
 
 

C. Five specific crowns are mentioned in the Bible:  
 
1. They include the crown of righteousness for those who love the Lord's appearing- 2 Timothy 4:8 

(possibly a figurative crown of the Lords gift of righteousness) 
2. The imperishable crown for discipline-(could actually be one of the others) 1 Corinthians 9:25-27  
3. The crown of life for patient endurance James 1:12; Revelation 2:10 
4. The crown of glory for godly leaders 1 Peter 5:2-4  
5. The crown of rejoicing for those who win souls to Christ- 1 Thessalonians 2:19; also Daniel 12:3 

(figurative of the reward of helping others into the kingdom) 
 

 

D. Levels of rewards? 
 

The “prize”- Other rewards are described in Philippians 3:12-14 and 1 Corinthians 9:24-27. Some will 
be ashamed 1 John 2:28, some will be praised- 1 Cor. 4:5 
Luke 19:6-19- different rewards of ruling over cities. See Mathew 10:41-42 for different rewards. 
Matthew 18:4 “greatest” implies there will be lesser rewards. 
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E. Conclusion 
 

Quote, Wesley L Gerig Ph.D., University of Iowa. Professor of Bible, Taylor University, Fort 

Wayne, Indiana: “Finally, two things should be pointed out. According to Romans 8:8 and Hebrews 

11:6, it is impossible for unbelievers to do anything that fundamentally meets with God’s approval or 

that will receive a reward from God, no matter how impressive their deeds may be. However, once one 

is a believer, even as small a service as a cup of cold water given in the Lord’s name (Mark 9:41) will 

not go without divine notice and reward. Second, even the rewards earned are totally a result of God’s 

grace since all successful labor for Christ is accomplished by Christ working in and through us. In 

Romans 15:18, Paul says he will not dare to speak of any accomplishment except those Christ has done 

through him.”3 
   

Mathew 25:23- “Well done good and faithful servant” is what we want to hear. 
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