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        The Gifts Defined- The Word of Wisdom 

The ministry of Spiritual gifts originates in the Old and New Testaments of the Bible. In the New Testament 
they were commissioned by our Lord Jesus Christ and given by the Holy Spirit. After He established His 
church on the earth and ascended to Heaven, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to baptize and equip His church 
with power and spiritual gifts so that His disciples could continue to carry out His ministry in the Earth. 
While some gifts seem more prominent, the New Testament mentions at least 23 that are provided to the 
church. These gifts are listed in Eph. 4:11, Rom. 12:3-7, 1 Cor. 12:1-12, and 1 Cor. 12:28-30, and are 
generally assigned to one of three categories, as listed below: 

    Trinity of Gifts- The Motivational gifts, the Ministry gifts, and the Manifestation gifts 

 

 Nine manifestation Gifts defined-1 Cor. 12:7-11 
 
1 Corinthians 12:7-11 (KJV)  
7  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.  
8  For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;  
9   To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing(s)  by the same Spirit;  
10   To another the working(s) of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning(s) of spirits; to another 
divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:  
11  But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. 
 
 

 Introduction- Some believe the Supernatural gifts ceased with the Apostles 

1 Cor. 1:4-7- Gifts (Charisma) till Jesus comes (See also 1 Cor. 13:8-10) 

1 Corinthians 1:4-8 (KJV)  
4  I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ;  
5  That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge;  
6  Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you:  
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7  So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:  
8  Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1 Cor. 12:11- The Holy Spirit chooses-dividing to every man severely as He will 

1 Cor. 12:8- One person does not have all gifts- “To one is given…to another” 

 

A. Traditional Classification- 

1. Three Revelation gifts- Spiritual gifts that reveal something 

The word of wisdom 
The word of knowledge 
The discernings (plural) of spirits 

2. Three Power gifts- Spiritual gifts that do something 

(Supernatural) faith 
The workings (plural) of miracles (plural) 
The gifts (plural) of healings (plural) 

3. Three utterance or Inspirational gifts- Spiritual gifts that say something 

Prophecy 
Divers kinds of tongues 
Interpretation of tongues 
 

B. Peter’s classification- 1 Peter 4:10-11- Speaking and doing- 

1 Peter 4:10-11 (KJV)  
10  As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God.  
11  If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability 
which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
This probably relates to all the areas of giftings. 
 
 
 

 The word of wisdom 
 
1 Corinthians 12:8 (KJV)  
8  For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 
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A. Defined- Simple Wisdom is how to apply knowledge, a word of wisdom is different 

The word of wisdom is a fragment of supernatural revelation by the Spirit of God concerning the 
divine purpose and plan of God. It is a divine communication, a message from God to someone 
given by the Holy Spirit through a believer. It will always speak of the future. 

 
Quote: Harold Horton “The gifts of the Spirit” Pages 55-57 

“In a word, the word of wisdom is expressed not only in foretelling future events, but in those 
commands and instructions which God gives men, arising out of His knowledge of those future 
events.” P.56 

So not just simply “future” events but any directive word that God might give out of His knowing 
the future that would later reflect that. Like a word from God not to travel a certain road. Later one 
finds that that road was closed because of an accident. At the time the directive did not seem 
“future,” but was later revealed to be God’s foreknowledge of a future event and a warning. 
 
Here arises some differences in teachers with this definition. Some teach that the Word of Wisdom 
is just a supernatural word of how to rightly apply present knowledge of something- (Donald Gee, 
Gordon Lindsay, and Derek Prince).  Some teach that it always speaks of the future. Howard Carter, 
Howard Horton, Kenneth Hagin Sr., and Lester Sumrall all and teach this.  
 
Howard Carter describes it as “God’s directive word.” (P.23) In “Spiritual Gifts.” On page 24 he says 
“God see’s the future and when He reveals to an individual what He sees and what He has 
determined, He gives to that person the word of wisdom.” Harold Horton wrote his book next 
knowing Smith Wigglesworth and Carter and develops this concept best of all. We assume the 
others took their position on this definition from him. 

John 16:13 HCSB- He will show you things to come 

John 16:13-15 (KJV)  
13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of 
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.  
14  He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.  
15  All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it 
unto you. 

 
Another example of Jesus with Peter, James and John- Luke 5:4-10, and Samuel with Eli the high 
priest. In 1 Sam. 3 shows even an unlearned child can receive a word. 

 

B. The “word of wisdom” is not: 

1. Simple wisdom from God- Joshua 1:8 AMP- “wise in the affairs of this life.” 
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Joshua 1:8 (AMP)  
8  This Book of the Law shall not depart out of your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, 

that you may observe and do according to all that is written in it. For then you shall make your way 

prosperous, and then you shall deal wisely and have good success.  

2. James 1:5- Divine wisdom- “Supernatural wisdom is Divine, but not all Divine wisdom is 
supernatural.” Harold Horton 

James 1:5 (KJV)  
5   If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; 

and it shall be given him. 

3. The wisdom of man- 1 Cor. 1:18-19, 1 Cor. 2:6-13 

1 Corinthians 1:18-19 (KJV)  
18  For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is 

the power of God.  
19  For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding 

of the prudent. 

1 Corinthians 2:6-8 (KJV)  
6  Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of 

the princes of this world, that come to nought:  
7  But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before 

the world unto our glory:  
8  Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified 

the Lord of glory.  

4. Satan’s wisdom-Ezekiel 28:12, 17; Gen 3:6- a tree to make one wise 

Ezekiel 28:12 (KJV)  
12  Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord 

GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. 

Ezekiel 28:17 (KJV)  
17  Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy 

brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee. 

Genesis 3:6 (KJV)  
6  And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and 

a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto 

her husband with her; and he did eat. 

C. Word of wisdom can operate with and through other gifts 

 
D. Old Testament Examples 
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1. Noah- Gen. 6:13-18 

Genesis 6:17-18 (KJV)  
17  And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the 

breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die.  
18  But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, 

and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee. 

2. Abraham and Lot/Sodom and Gomorrah- Gen. 19:15 

Genesis 19:15 (KJV)  
15  And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy 

two daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city. 

3. Joseph- Gen. 41 

Genesis 41:25 (KJV)  
25  And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of Pharaoh is one: God hath shewed Pharaoh what he is 

about to do. 

4. Samuel- 1 Sam.3 

1 Samuel 3:12-13 (KJV)  
12  In that day I will perform against Eli all things which I have spoken concerning his house: when I 

begin, I will also make an end.  
13  For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because 

his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not. 

 

E. New Testament examples 

1. Philip- Acts 8:25:40 

Acts 8:25-29 (KJV)  
25  And they, when they had testified and preached the word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and 

preached the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans.  
26  And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way 

that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.  
27  And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under 

Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem 

for to worship,  
28   Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet.  
29  Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot.  

 

2. Ananias- Acts 9:10-19 
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Acts 9:10-12 (KJV)  
10  And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, 

Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord.  
11  And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the 

house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth,  
12  And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he 

might receive his sight.  

3. Commissioning of Paul and Barnabas- Acts13:2 

Acts 13:2-3 (KJV)  
2  As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for 

the work whereunto I have called them.  
3  And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. 

 

4. Agabus the prophet- Acts 11:28, Acts 21:10 

Acts 11:27-28 (KJV)  
27  And in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch.  
28  And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be 

great dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar.  

Acts 21:10-11 (KJV)  
10  And as we tarried there many days, there came down from Judaea a certain prophet, named 

Agabus.  
11  And when he was come unto us, he took Paul's girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and said, 

Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and 

shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles. 

 

5. Jesus- Matthew 24:5-7, Acts 1:8 

Matthew 24:5-7 (KJV)  
5  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.  
6  And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must 

come to pass, but the end is not yet.  
7  For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and 

pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 

Acts 1:8 (KJV)  
8  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 

unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the 

earth. 

6. Jesus with Peter, James and John-Luke 5:4-10 

Luke 5:4-11 (KJV)  
4  Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your 

nets for a draught.  
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5  And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: 

nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net.  
6  And when they had this done, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake.  
7  And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come and 

help them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink.  
8  When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful 

man, O Lord.  
9  For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had 

taken:  
10  And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus 

said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men.  
11  And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed him. 

 

F. How the gift manifest? 

7. Audible voice- Moses 

8. Direct intuition- Romans 8 being led by the Spirit 

a) Caution of glorifying the gifts and not the giver 
b) Remember men are fallible and should not be exalted 

9. Visions and dreams- Acts 16:9 Paul in Asia Minor/Macedonia 

Acts 16:9-10 (KJV)  
9  And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, 

saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us.  
10  And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly 

gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them. 

10. Prophecy- Acts 21:10-12 Paul warned about his last trip to Jerusalem 

11. Studying Scripture- Not Bible roulette 

12. Preaching under the unction of the Holy Spirit- D. Gee 

Let’s not elevate those with the Supernatural gifts over the preaching under the anointing. 
Some do not believe God has spoken if the gifts do not operate in a service. 
 
 

G. Personal examples 

13. A rogue revival meeting/deacon preaching 

14. Military truck ride/accident 

15. BSU student-IGA jacket 

 



Larry Booth                                                                                                                      Chp 10- The Word of Wisdom 

 
 
 

 

 

                                                    

                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


