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        The Gifts Defined- The Word of Knowledge 

 

 

Gifts are listed in Eph. 4:11, Rom. 12:3-7, 1 Cor. 12:1-12, and 1 Cor. 12:28-30, and are generally assigned to 
one of three categories, as listed below: 

The Trinity of Gifts: The Motivational gifts, the Ministry gifts, and the Manifestation gifts 

 

 Nine manifestation Gifts defined-1 Cor. 12:7-11 
 
1 Corinthians 12:1 (KJV)  
1  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.  

 

 REVIEW- Word of Wisdom 
 
The word of wisdom is a fragment of supernatural revelation by the Spirit of God concerning the divine 
purpose and plan of God. It is a divine communication, a message from God to someone given by the 
Holy Spirit to or through a believer. It will always speak of the future.  
 
Quote: Harold Horton “The gifts of the Spirit” Pages 55-57 
“In a word, the word of wisdom is expressed not only in foretelling future events, but in those 
commands and instructions which God gives men, arising out of His knowledge of those future events.” 
P.56 
 
Ken Krivohlavek in his book on Page 67 of “…Desire Spiritual Gifts…” defines it as, “It is one bit of 
wisdom, from God, to solve the problem before you at the moment…Wisdom is knowing what to do in a 
given situation.” 
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So not just simply “future” events but any directive word that God might give out of His knowing the 
future that would later reflect that. Like a word from God not to travel a certain road. Later one finds 
that that road was closed because of an accident. At the time the directive did not seem “future,” but 
was later revealed to be God’s foreknowledge of a future event and a warning. 
 
Here arises some differences in teachers with this definition. Some teach that the Word of Wisdom is 
just a supernatural word of how to rightly apply present knowledge of something (Donald Gee, Gordon 
Lindsay, and Derek Prince). Some teach that it always speaks of the future. Howard Carter, Howard 
Horton, Kenneth Hagin Sr., and Lester Sumrall all teach this. Howard Carter describes it as “God’s 
directive word.” (P.23) In “Spiritual Gifts.” On page 24 he says “God see’s the future and when He 
reveals to an individual what He sees and what He has determined, He gives to that person the word of 
wisdom.” Harold Horton wrote his book next knowing Smith Wigglesworth and Carter and develops this 
concept best of all. We assume the others later took their position on this definition from him. 

John 16:13 HCSB- He shall show you things to come 

John 16:13 (HCSB)  
13  When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth. For He will not speak on His own, but He 
will speak whatever He hears. He will also declare to you what is to come. 

 
Another example of Jesus with Peter, James and John- Luke 5:4-10, and Samuel with Eli the high priest. 
In 1 Sam. 3 shows even an unlearned child can receive a word. 
 

A. Traditional Classification- 

1. Three Revelation gifts- Spiritual gifts that reveal something 

The word of wisdom 
The word of knowledge 
The discernings (plural) of spirits (plural) 

2. Three Power gifts- Spiritual gifts that do something 

(Supernatural) faith 
The workings (plural) of miracles (plural) 
The gifts (plural) of healings (plural) 

3. Three utterance or Inspirational gifts- Spiritual gifts that say something 

Prophecy 
Divers kinds of tongues 
Interpretation of tongues 
 

B. Peter’s classification- 1 Peter 4:10-11 Speaking and doing-  

Harold Horton P. 43, says “No Spiritual gifts are necessary for preaching, teaching, or 
evangelizing…They are intended for the miraculous signs accompanying and confirming their 
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preaching, teaching or evangelizing. The light of the Spirit upon the Word and the unction of the 
Spirit clothing the minister are the sufficient divine equipment for the preacher’s SPEAKING 
ministry: the Gifts of the Spirit are for the speaker’s miraculous DOING ministry, confirming the 
Word he has spoken (Acts 1:1, Mark 6:30). ” 
 
Mark 16:20 (HCSB)  
20  And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word by 
the accompanying signs.] 
 
 
 

 The word of knowledge 
 
1 Corinthians 12:8 (KJV)  
8  For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 

 
A. Defined-1 Cor. 14:24-26- revealing the secrets of men.  

1 Corinthians 14:24-26 (KJV)  
24  But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, 
he is judged of all:  
25  And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; and so falling down on his face he will worship 
God, and report that God is in you of a truth.  
26  How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath 
a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.  
 

The word of knowledge is a fragment of supernatural revelation by the Spirit of God given 
concerning certain facts past or present in the mind of God about anything. 
A “miraculous” revelation gift that can fall under what is called prophecy.  
 
Of all those I’ve studied Donald Gee is the only one who departs from this definition believing that 
this gift comes primarily from the teaching ministry. On page 134 of “spiritual Gifts” he says, “In my 
opinion, the word of knowledge is a teaching gift in the church.” 
 
 

B. The word of knowledge is not: 

1. Natural knowledge-If the word of knowledge is naturally acquired then all gifts would be 
natural, like healing done by educated men achieved by medical science. Daniel 2:30 

Daniel 2:30 (KJV)  
30  But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than any living, but 

for their sakes that shall make known the interpretation to the king, and that thou mightest know the 

thoughts of thy heart. 

2. Profound knowledge of the Bible- 2 Tim 2:15- This comes by studying 
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2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV)  
15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth. 

Harold Horton says on P. 43 “The things that the Word of Knowledge reveals could not be 
known through the most diligent study of the word or theology.” 

3. Knowledge of God by becoming close to him-1 Sam 3:4-13- God spoke to Samuel an unlearned 
child not Eli the prophet of his sin. 

1 Samuel 3:18 (KJV)  
18  And Samuel told him every whit, and hid nothing from him. And he said, It is the LORD: let him do 

what seemeth him good. 

4. Not necessarily a spoken word-but a supernatural knowing. A word of knowledge can be kept 

to oneself for the Lord might not want it public. 

5. Not mind reading or fortune telling. 

 

C. Word of knowledge can operate with and through other gifts 

1. Examples of the two in operation together John’s revelation of the seven churches in Asia 
Minor- Revelation 1-3 “things that are…shall be” Rev. 1:19 

Revelation 1:19 (KJV)  
19  Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be 

hereafter; 

2. Samuel-1 Sam 9:1-20, word of knowledge- “They are found,” word of wisdom-that he would 
be king. 

1 Samuel 9:20 (KJV)  
20  And as for thine asses that were lost three days ago, set not thy mind on them; for they are found. 

And on whom is all the desire of Israel? Is it not on thee, and on all thy father's house? 

3. Peter with Ananias and Sapphira- Acts 5:1-11 

Acts 5:9 (KJV)  
9  Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? 

behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out. 

 

D. Old Testament Examples 

1. Daniel 2:1-48 Daniel told the king what he forgot in a dream 
2. Elijah- 1 Kings 19:14-18 “7000 have not bowed the knee” 
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3. Elisha- 2 Kings 6:9-12, “Elisha knows what you say in your bedroom” 

2 Kings 6:12 (KJV)  
12  And one of his servants said, None, my lord, O king: but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth 

the king of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber. 

4. Elisha and Gahazi- 2 Kings 5:21-26 Elijah saw Gahazi take the gift when he shouldn’t have. 

2 Kings 5:26-27 (KJV)  
26  And he said unto him, Went not mine heart with thee, when the man turned again from his chariot 

to meet thee? Is it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, 

and sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and maidservants?  
27  The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went 

out from his presence a leper as white as snow. 

 

E. New Testament examples 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


