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The Gifts Defined- 

The Word of Knowledge Part 2 

 

Gifts are listed in Eph. 4:11, Rom. 12:3-7, 1 Cor. 12:1-12, and 1 Cor. 12:28-30, and are generally assigned to 
one of three categories, as listed below: 

The Trinity of Gifts: The Motivational gifts, the Ministry gifts, and the Manifestation gifts 

 Nine manifestation Gifts defined-1 Cor. 12:7-11 

I. Introduction- REVIEW 

A. Traditional Classification- 

1. Three Revelation gifts- Spiritual gifts that reveal something. “Knowing” gifts. 

The word of wisdom 
 
The word of wisdom is a fragment of supernatural revelation by the Spirit of God concerning the 
divine purpose and plan of God. It is a divine communication, a message from God to someone 
given by the Holy Spirit to or through a believer. It generally will always speak of the future. So 
not just simply “future” events but any directive word that God might give out of His knowing 
the future that would later reflect that. 

Ken Krivohlavek in his book on Page 67 of “…Desire Spiritual Gifts…” defines it as, “It is one bit of 
wisdom, from God, to solve the problem before you at the moment…Wisdom is knowing what 
to do in a given situation.” 

 
The word of knowledge 
The discernings (plural) of spirits (plural) 

2. Three Power gifts- Spiritual gifts that do something 
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(Supernatural) faith 
The workings (plural) of miracles (plural) 
The gifts (plural) of healings (plural) 

3. Three utterance or Inspirational gifts- Spiritual gifts that say something 

Prophecy 
Divers kinds of tongues 
Interpretation of tongues 
 
 

B. Peter’s classification- 1 Peter 4:10-11 Speaking and doing-  

 
 The word of knowledge 
 
1 Corinthians 12:8 (KJV)  
8  For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 
 

 
A. Defined-1 Cor. 14:23-26 revealing the secrets of men.  

The word of knowledge is a fragment of supernatural revelation by the Spirit of God given 
concerning certain facts past or present in the mind of God about anything. 
 

Dr. Lester Sumrall says: “It’s what eye has not seen, nor ear heard.” P.67 “The gifts and ministries of 
the Holy Spirit” 

 
A “miraculous” revelation gift that can fall under what is called “prophecy.” 1 Cor. 14:23-24- “But if 
we all operate in Prophecy… one has a psalm, a doctrine, a tongue, a revelation (word of 
knowledge, word of wisdom, discerning of spirits), hath an interpretation. Let all things be done 
unto edifying. (Vs.3 defines prophecy) 

 
1 Corinthians 14:23-26 (KJV)  
23  If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, and all speak with tongues, and there 
come in those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad?  
24  But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, 
he is judged of all:  
25  And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; and so falling down on his face he will worship 
God, and report that God is in you of a truth. 
26  How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath 
a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.  
 
1 Corinthians 14:3 (KJV)  
3  But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort. 
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1 Corinthians 14:5 (KJV)  
I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather (LB-Also) that ye prophesied: for greater is he that 
prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive 
edifying. 

 
Of all those I’ve studied Donald Gee is the only one who departs from this definition believing that 
this gift comes primarily from the teaching ministry. On page 134 of “spiritual Gifts” he says, “In my 
opinion, the word of knowledge is a teaching gift in the church.” 
 
 

B. The word of knowledge is not: 

 
1. Natural knowledge-If the word of knowledge is naturally acquired then all gifts would be 

natural, like healing done by educated men achieved by medical science. Daniel 2:14-30- “A 

word that makes known the thoughts of your heart” Vs 21-“Those who know how to 

understand.” Vs 22 “He reveals the deep and secret things.” Vs 28 

Daniel 2:14-23 (KJV)  

14  Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom to Arioch the captain of the king's guard, which 

was gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon:  

15  He answered and said to Arioch the king's captain, Why is the decree so hasty from the king? Then 

Arioch made the thing known to Daniel.  

16  Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king that he would give him time, and that he would shew 

the king the interpretation.  

17  Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his 

companions:  

18  That they would desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning this secret; that Daniel and his 

fellows should not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.  

19  Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven.  

20  Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might 

are his:  

21  And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth 

wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding:  

22  He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light 

dwelleth with him.  

23  I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast given me wisdom and might, 

and hast made known unto me now what we desired of thee: for thou hast now made known unto us 

the king's matter.  

Daniel 2:27-28 (KJV)  
27  Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, The secret which the king hath demanded 

cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, shew unto the king;  
28  But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar 

what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these; 

Daniel 2:30 (KJV)  
30  But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than any living, but 
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for their sakes that shall make known the interpretation to the king, and that thou mightest know the 

thoughts of thy heart. 

 
2. Profound knowledge of the Bible- 2 Tim 2:15 This comes by studying 

3. Harold Horton says on P. 43 “The things that the Word of Knowledge reveals could not be 

known through the most diligent study of the word or theology.” 

4. Knowledge of God by becoming close to him-1 Sam 3:4-13- God spoke to Samuel an 

unlearned child not Eli the prophet of his sin. 

5. Not necessarily a spoken word-but supernatural knowing. A word of knowledge can be kept 

to oneself for the Lord might not want it public. 

6. Not mind reading or fortune telling. 

 

C. Word of knowledge can operate with and through other gifts 

1. Examples of the two in operation together John’s revelation of the seven churches in Asia 
Minor- Revelation 1-3 “things that are…shall be.” All came by the Spirit supernaturally. Rev 
1:19 

2. Samuel-1 Sam 9:1-20, word of knowledge “They are found”, word of wisdom-he would be 
king 

3. Peter with Ananias and Sapphira-Acts 5:1-11 

 

D. Old Testament Examples 

1. Daniel 2:1-48 Daniel told the king what he forgot in a dream 
2. Elijah- 1 Kings 19:14-18 “7000 have not bowed the knee” 
3. Elisha and the king of Syria- 2 Kings 6:9-12, “Elisha knows what you say in your bedroom” 
4. Elisha, Naaman and Gahazi- 2 Kings 5:21-26 

2 Kings 5:26-27 (KJV)  
26  And he said unto him, Went not mine heart with thee, when the man turned again from his chariot 

to meet thee? Is it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, 

and sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and maidservants?  
27  The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went 

out from his presence a leper as white as snow. 

 

E. New Testament examples 

1. Peter and Cornelius - Acts 10:1-19, 32- Both received a word of knowledge. Cornelius at 6pm 
the day before, and Peter the next day at noon. 



Larry Booth                                                                                                             Chp 12- The Word of Knowledge 2 

Acts 10:17 (KJV)  
17  Now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which he had seen should mean, behold, the 

men which were sent from Cornelius had made enquiry for Simon's house, and stood before the gate, 

Acts 10:19-20 (KJV)  
19  While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee. 
20  Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them. 

Acts 10:32 (KJV)  
32  Send therefore to Joppa, and call hither Simon, whose surname is Peter; he is lodged in the house 

of one Simon a tanner by the sea side: who, when he cometh, shall speak unto thee. 

2. Paul in Acts 19:21 - It was by the word of knowledge that Paul knew that he would see Rome. 

Acts 19:21 (KJV)  
21  After these things were ended, Paul purposed in the spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia 

and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been there, I must also see Rome. 

3. Jesus- John 2:24-25, He knows men’s hearts 

John 2:24-25 (KJV)  
24  But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men,  
25  And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man. 

Nathanael- I saw you under the tree 

John 1:45-49 (KJV)  
45  Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and 

the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.  
46  And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto 

him, Come and see.  
47  Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 

guile!  
48  Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him, Before 

that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.  
49  Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel. 

4. John 4:16-18- Jesus with woman at the well 

John 4:17-18 (KJV)  
17  The woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have 

no husband:  
18  For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst 

thou truly. 

John 4:25-26 (KJV)  
25  The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he 

will tell us all things.  
26  Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he. 
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John 4:29 (KJV)  
29  Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ? 

 

F. How the gift manifest? 

1. Not at will- it is as He wills for it to be manifested-1 Cor. 12:11 

1 Corinthians 12:11 (KJV)  
11  But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. 

2. Audible voice- Matthew 3:17 

Matthew 3:17 (KJV)  
17  And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

3. Direct intuition- Romans 8- being led by the Spirit 

a) Caution of glorifying the manifestations and not God 
b) Remember men are fallible and should not be exalted 

4. In visions and dreams-John on Patmos- Rev. 1:10-20 
5. Tongues and interpretation/ Prophecy- 
6. Praying in the Spirit-Like John in Revelation-1 Cor. 14:15, Romans 8:26- personal example  

1 Corinthians 14:15 (KJV)  
15  What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing 

with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also. 

7. Studying Scripture- 
8. Preaching under the unction of the Holy Spirit-  

 

G. Personal examples 

1. Waking up and being told to pray for my brother, he had been stabbed that night. 
2. While in prayer being told a man outside my house being stabbed 
3. Finding various lost items 
4. While at Bible College the Lord woke me up and said “Get up your car is being broken into.” 

 


