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The Gifts Defined- 

The Discernings of Spirits 

 

 

Gifts are listed in Eph. 4:11, Rom. 12:3-7, 1 Cor. 12:1-12, and 1 Cor. 12:28-30, and are generally assigned to 
one of three categories, as listed below: 

The Trinity of Gifts: The Motivational gifts, the Ministry gifts, and the Manifestation gifts 

 
 Nine manifestation Gifts defined-1 Cor. 12:7-11 

 
1 Corinthians 12:10 (KJV)  
10   To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning (s) of spirits; to another 
divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 

 
 Introduction-  
 
It seems that in the body of the church and the ministry of the Holy Spirit, He gives to one a manifested 
gift and to another, another manifested gift. This encourages Body ministry as the church has its 
meetings. This is how church should work. One person should not do everything. But technically 
because the Holy Spirit is in us He may choose at any time to manifest any of the gifts through us at any 
time in our personal or church moments. It is possible for all nine manifestation gifts to be manifested 
at times in each one of us. Both statements can be true. One gift, one person at a time, and one person 
all gifts, at different times. Pat Harrison in her book “Overflowing with the Holy Spirit” P. 206-207 says it 
this way: 

“There are different gifts, different administrations and differences or diversities of operations. 
And all are manifestations of the Spirit or the way the Spirit works. Four are gifts that belong to 
all of us – Tongues, interpretation of tongues, prophecy and gifts of healing. The others – word 
of wisdom, word of knowledge, special faith, working of miracles, discerning of spirits – may be 
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manifested to us or they may not. But you have the capacity for them because you have the 
Holy Spirit within you.” 

REVIEW 

A. Traditional Classification- 

1. Three Revelation gifts- Spiritual gifts that reveal something. Called the “Knowing” gifts. 

The word of wisdom 
 
The word of wisdom is a fragment of supernatural revelation by the Spirit of God concerning the divine 
purpose, plan and will of God. It generally will always speak of the future.  Not just simply “future” events 
but any directive word that God might give out of His knowing the future that would later reflect that. 

 
The word of knowledge 
The word of knowledge is a fragment of supernatural revelation by the Spirit of God given concerning 
certain facts past or present in the mind of God about anything. 

 
The discernings (plural) of spirits (plural) 

2. Three Power gifts- Spiritual gifts that do something 

(Supernatural) faith 
The workings (plural) of miracles (plural) 
The gifts (plural) of healings (plural) 

3. Three utterance or Inspirational gifts- Spiritual gifts that say something 

Prophecy 
Divers kinds of tongues 
Interpretation of tongues 
 

B. Peter’s classification- 1 Peter 4:10-11 Speaking and doing-  

 
 Discernings of spirits (Third of the revelation gifts) 
 

A. Defined  

1. There are 4 kinds of Discernment according to Dennis Bennett P. 140-3 in “The Holy Spirit and 

you” 

“Natural discernment produced by our environment and culture, True intellectual 
discernment that believers have and develop as they grown in the Lord. Next is false 
supernatural discernment that demon possessed people have by recognizing the Spirit of 
God in others, and discerning of spirits.” (example: “You’re an angel” at Burger King)  
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2. Donald Gee P. 67- “The word “discerning” (Greek, diakrisis) means a “Judging Through.” 

Robinson defines it as “a distinguishing, a discerning clearly.” The essential thoughts of the 

word are a piercing of all that is merely outward, and seeing right through; then forming a 

judgment based on that insight. It is a sharp and powerful word.” 

 
3. Because this word “discernings” is in the plural, it is inferred that there must be different ways 

this gift manifest in “seeing through.” See below “How the gift manifests” 

 
4. What Spirits are discerned?- Derek Prince P.88- in “The gifts of the Spirit” says. “There are 

various classes of spirits that we encounter in the Christian life, 1. The Holy Spirit, who is the 

Spirit of God 2. Good angels, 3. Fallen, rebellious angels (demons or evil spirits) and 4. Human 

spirits.” 

 
5. Definition Quotes: 

Howard Carter P.76-77 “The discerning of spirits is a supernatural revelation of the unseen 
world…if God gives us this gift, then we can look beyond the veil (of natural sight) and see into 
the realm of spirits.”  “…it carries with it the power to judge.” 
 
Dennis & Rita Bennett P. 146-The Holy Spirit and you- “Discerning of spirits is a kind of “police” 
gift, to keep the enemy’s influence from causing serious problems in the fellowship.” 
 
Ken Krivohlavek P. 71-Desire Spiritual gifts- “A supernatural ability to look into the realm of 
spirits (angelic or demonic) and know what kind are present, what they are doing, and how 
many there are.” 
 
Harold Horton P.70-The Gifts of the Spirit- “Discerning of Spirits gives supernatural insight into 
the secret realm of Spirits. It reveals the kind of Spirit that is actuating a person who is 
manifesting supernatural knowledge or power at the time that the miracle is actually taking 
place.  It supernaturally conveys information that could not be had apart from this Gift. By its 
operation we may know the true source and nature of any supernatural manifestation, 
whether divine or satanic, and the character of such spiritual manifestation can only be 
determined by the use of this Gift. It is not Discernment, but Discerning of Spirits. There is no 
such gift as “the Gift of Discernment.” 
 
Kenneth Hagin P. 109- The Holy Spirit and His gifts “The discerning of spirits gives supernatural 
insight into the spirit world. “To discern” means to perceive by seeing or hearing. Therefore, 
discerning of spirits is the same as seeing or hearing in the realm of spirits.” 
 
Lester Sumrall P.76- The gifts and ministries of the Spirit “The discerning of spirits is the divine 
ability to see the presence and activity of a spirit that motivates a human being, whether good 
or bad.” 
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Derek Prince P.103- The gifts of the Spirit “The gift of discernings of spirits is very important to 
the functioning of the body of Christ… It results in believer’s recognizing the presence of the 
Holy Spirit and the ways in which God is working, it reveals the character and motivations of 
human hearts, and it identifies when evil spirits are the cause of sickness and strife. When 
discernings of spirits is operating on a full scale in the body of Christ, it will bring remarkable 
ministry to the church and world.” 
 

6. Clearly, while this gift does include identifying and judging if a spirit may be controlling a 

person, it is not the gift to judge the human spirit or personality. All believers are called to 

examine the fruits and to know the spirit of error. 1 John 4:1-3 

1 John 4:1-3 (KJV)  
1  Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many 

false prophets are gone out into the world.  
2  Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in 

the flesh is of God:  
3  And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and 

this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now 

already is it in the world.  

 
7. 1 Thess. 5:21- We are told to “test (discern or prove) all things” and “test the spirits” wither 

they be of God or not and to believe not every spirit that has come in the world. Also with 

prophecy, to let “others judge.” 1 Cor. 14:29 

1 Thessalonians 5:20-22 (HCSB)  
20  Don’t despise prophecies,  
21  but test all things. Hold on to what is good.  
22  Stay away from every kind of evil.  

 1 Corinthians 14:29-30 (HCSB)  
29  Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should evaluate.  
30  But if something has been revealed to another person sitting there, the first prophet 

should be silent. 

8. Jesus said to Peter, “Get behind me Satan!,” recognizing that Peter was allowing Satan to 

deceive him. Matt. 16:15-23 

Matthew 16:23 (HCSB)  
23  But He turned and told Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me because 

you’re not thinking about God’s concerns, but man’s.” 

 

B. Discerning of spirits is not: 

1. A kind of spiritual Thought-Reading. It’s not ESP. It is not the revelation of men's thoughts, or 
hearts, or "spirits" in the metaphorical sense, as when we say a man has "a nasty spirit." That 
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is the same thing as saying he has an ungenerous heart or a selfish disposition. Such 
characteristics if they are revealed at all would be revealed by a Word of Knowledge. 
 

2. Not Spiritist Phenomena- Witchcraft and Mediums who commonly claim to possess the gift of 
discerning of spirits, are frauds. Some of these operate with a familiar spirit (demon) who have 
access to known facts about individuals and use this information to deceive or make money. 
Note: “A demonized person can discern a good spirit” David Pytches “Spiritual gifts in the local 
church” P. 87. He sites Mark 5:7, Acts 16:17.  

 

Bookstore example: STL new age bookstore owner ask us to leave. 
 

Mark 5:7 (KJV)  
7  And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high 

God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not. 

 
3. Not the power to discover faults in others. H. Horton- P. 73 “Not one of us requires the 

baptism in the Holy Spirit to endow us with the gift of criticism and fault-finding… This Spiritual 
Gift is not Discerning of character or of faults, but of SPIRITS… There needs no spiritual gift to 
uncover human fallings, but there needs a good deal of Christly love to cover them.” 
 

4. Not Psychiatry- good trained counsellors are needed in the church but the profession of 
psychiatry most often misses the mark concerning spiritual matters. Drugging a demoniac 
never “fixes” the problem. 
 

5. Not primarily a discernment of devils-   
Lester Sumrall P.76- “I must emphatically state that this gift is not primarily a discerning of 
devils, though some people hold this view. It is divinely comprehending and understanding a 
human spirit- the kind of a spirit a person possesses.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


