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Gifts are listed in Eph. 4:11, Rom. 12:3-7, 1 Cor. 12:1-12, and 1 Cor. 12:28-30, and are generally assigned to 
one of three categories, as listed below: 

The Trinity of Gifts: The Motivational gifts, the Ministry gifts, and the Manifestation gifts 

I. Nine manifestation Gifts defined-1 Cor. 12:7-11 
II. Introduction-  

One person should not do everything. But technically because the Holy Spirit is in us He may 
choose at any time to manifest any of the gifts through us at any time in our personal or church 
moments. It is possible for all nine manifestation gifts to be manifested at times in each one of 
us.  

A. Traditional Classification- 

B. Peter’s classification- 1 Peter 4:10-11 Speaking and doing-  

 

III. Discernings of spirits (Third of the revelation gifts) 
 

A. Defined  

1. There are 4 kinds of Discernment according to Dennis Bennett P. 140-3 in “The Holy Spirit and 
you” 
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Natural discernment produced by our environment and culture, True intellectual discernment 
that believers have and develop as they grown in the Lord. Next is false supernatural 
discernment that demon possessed people have by recognizing the Spirit of God in others, and 
discerning of spirits. (example: “You’re an angel” at Burger King)  

2. Donald Gee P. 67- “The word “discerning” (Greek, diakrisis) means a “Judging Through.” 
Robinson defines it as “a distinguishing, a discerning clearly.” The essential thoughts of the 
word are a piercing of all that is merely outward, and seeing right through; then forming a 
judgment based on that insight. It is a sharp and powerful word.” 
 

3. Because this word “discernings” is in the plural, it is inferred that there must be different ways 
this gift manifest in “seeing through.” See below “How the gift manifests” 
 

4. What Spirits are discerned?- Derek Prince P.88- in “The gifts of the Spirit” says. “There are 
various classes of spirits that we encounter in the Christian life, 1. The Holy Spirit, who is the 
Spirit of God 2. Good angels, 3. Fallen, rebellious angels (demons or evil spirits) and 4. Human 
spirits 
 

5. Definition Quotes: 

Howard Carter P.76-77 “The discerning of spirits is a supernatural revelation of the unseen 
world…if God gives us this gift, then we can look beyond the veil (of natural sight) and see into 
the realm of spirits.”  “…it carries with it the power to judge.” 

6. Clearly, while this gift does include identifying and judging if a spirit may be controlling a 
person, it is not the gift to judge the human spirit or personality. All believers are called to 
examine the fruits and to know the spirit of error. 1 John 4:1-3 

 

C. Discerning of spirits is not: 

1. A kind of spiritual Thought-Reading. It’s not ESP.  
 

2. Not Spiritist Phenomena- Witchcraft and Mediums who commonly claim to possess the gift of 
discerning of spirits, are frauds.  
 

3. Not the power to discover faults in others. H. Horton- P. 73 “Not one of us requires the 
baptism in the Holy Spirit to endow us with the gift of criticism and fault-finding… This Spiritual 
Gift is not Discerning of character or of faults, but of SPIRITS… There needs no spiritual gift to 
uncover human fallings, but there needs a good deal of Christly love to cover them.” 
 

4. Not Psychiatry-  
 

5. Not primarily a discernment of devils-   
 

D. Uses of this gift 



Larry Booth                                                                                                            Chp 14- The Discernings of Spirits 2 

1. To see within the spirit world- 2 Kings 2:11- This gift is a doorway to the spirit world. Adam and 
Eve fell because they failed to recognize the devil as a deceiver and rebuke him. Gen 3:1, 13. 
“There are many people today who do not realize who is tempting them either.” Gordon 
Lindsay- P.144 “Commissioned with Power” 

 
2 Kings 2:11-12 (KJV)  
11  And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, 

and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.  
12  And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen 

thereof. And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces. 

Genesis 3:1 (KJV)  
1  Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he 

said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?  

Genesis 3:13 (KJV)  
13  And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, 

The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 

 

2. To discern Godly spirits (angels) and God’s Spirit- Rev. 12:4 there are more good spirits than evil 
spirits in the universe.  
 

Revelation 12:4 (KJV)  
4  And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the 

dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it 

was born. 

Hebrews 1:14 says angels are sent forth to minister unto us.  
 
Hebrews 1:13-14 (KJV)  
13  But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy 

footstool?  
14  Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation? 

See also Psalm 34:7 “encamps all around those who fear Him, and deliver them.” Matthew 
18:10 says every child has an angel.  
 
Matthew 18:10 (KJV)  
10  Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their 

angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. 

A few of my pastors would call on me and allow me to “finish” their services, knowing that I 
knew how to end because I could rightly discern the Spirit’s leading. Notice what Jesus says to 
Nathaniel in John 1:50-51, “You shall see greater things….heaven opened…angels ascending and 
descending upon the son of man.” 
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John 1:50-51 (KJV)  
50  Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, believest 

thou? thou shalt see greater things than these.  
51  And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the 

angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man. 

“When we say: “I really felt the presence of God,” we are speaking of the discerning of the Holy 
Spirit.” P. 144 Bennett. This is a type of this gift, but not fully, similarly the “witness of the Spirit 
with our spirit” in Romans 8:16. 
 
Romans 8:15-16 (KJV)  
15  For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of 

adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.  
16  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 

 
Howard Carter on Page 98-99 in his book “Questions and Answers on Spiritual Gifts” states that 
“When angels are given material bodies, for the execution of some divine work upon the earth, 
the gift of the discerning of spirits is not necessary.” 
 

3. To discern evil spirits and thus help in delivering the afflicted, oppressed, tormented.  
 

Howard Horton Pg. 75 “But sometimes it is impossible apart from this Gift to know whether 
infirmity is the result of diseased organs or arrested functioning; whether sudden, total and 
incurable deafness, for instance, is the result of crashed aural nerves or simply spirit-power 
gripping a perfectly normal aural system. Obviously not all impediments are the work of evil 
spirits, but the Scriptures quoted and several others make it clear that many are. There is a 
Scripture difference, for instance, between "lunacy" and "demon possession" (Matt. 4:24). 
Modern doctors know nothing whatever of these things. Lunacy is sickness of the mind or 
brain and may be healed by the Gifts of Healings. Demon possession is the occupation by 
evil spirits of a perfectly healthy body and mind, "swept and garnished" (Matt. 12:43-45), 
producing all the effects of derangement. Such possession will never yield to human 
methods. But all sickness whether of mind or body is represented in the Scriptures as 
"oppression of the devil" (Acts 10:38; Luke 13:16), and as such is subject to the corrective 
energy of the Gifts of the Spirit.” 

 
Matthew 4:23-24 (KJV)  
23  And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the 

kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.  
24  And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick people that were taken 

with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those which 

were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them.  

Matthew 12:43-45 (KJV)  
43   When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and 

findeth none.  
44  Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth 

it empty, swept, and garnished.  
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45  Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they 

enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also 

unto this wicked generation. 

Five examples and what we learn from them: 
 
a) Muteness and deafness caused by evil spirits- Matt. 9:32-33 

 
Matthew 9:32-33 (KJV)  
32  As they went out, behold, they brought to him a dumb man possessed with a devil.  
33  And when the devil was cast out, the dumb spake: and the multitudes marvelled, saying, It was 

never so seen in Israel. 

See story Derek Prince P. 97 the Gifts of the Spirit, Kenya East Africa Asian Hindus 
 

b) Muteness and Blindness caused by evil spirits- Matt 12:22-23 
 

Matthew 12:22 (KJV)  
22  Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb: and he healed him, 

insomuch that the blind and dumb both spake and saw.  

 
c) Mark 9:17-27 

 
Mark 9:17-18 (KJV)  
17  And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which 

hath a dumb spirit;  
18  And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, 

and pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they could not. 

1) Bring him to me- It’s always God’s will to heal 
2) How long has this been happening? “Childhood experiences are often crucial in tracing 

the origin and entrance of a demon.” Prince P. 100 
3) “If you can believe” Spiritual responsibilities of parents 
4) “deaf and dumb spirit” He spoke to the spirit 
5) “come out and enter him no more!” don’t come back 
6) Some possessions need fasting and prayer 

 
d) Crippling condition caused by evil spirit- Luke 13:11-17- 

 
Luke 13:11-13 (KJV)  
11  And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed 

together, and could in no wise lift up herself.  
12  And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from 

thine infirmity.  
13  And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.   

1) A spirit of infirmity 18 years- Example of woman in Maryland 
2) Here he spoke to the woman 
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3) He laid hands on her 
4) “whom Satan has bound” 

 
e) A spirit of divination- Acts 16:16-18-  

 
Acts 16:16-18 (KJV)  
16  And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of divination 

met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying:  
17  The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most high 

God, which shew unto us the way of salvation.  
18  And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command 

thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour.  

 
1) She came during prayer 
2) Related to fortune telling (prevalent in the church) 
3) Followed the disciples 
4) Spoke the truth and advertised the ministry 
5) After many days Paul got annoyed- He discerned this evil spirit 

 
 

Read John G. Lake story of the hypnotist who lost his power repeated in P. 150  
 
Gordon Linsay’s book “Commissioned with Power”  “discerning of spirits has a definite relation 
to the ministry of healing. Many people do not know that Satan is directly, or indirectly, the 
cause of all sickness… Of course, sickness is not always caused by evil spirits. But when this is 
the case, the person cannot be delivered until the spirit is cast out.” P.152-3 
 

4. To discern human spirits-To discover Godly or evil servants and hypocrisy among God’s people-  
 

Jesus with Nathaniel in John 1:47, Jesus and all men John 2:23-25, Paul and Elymas the 
sorcerer- Acts 13:6-12, other examples: Achan, Gehazi, Ananias and Sapphira. Acts 8:18-23, 
Peter says to Simon, I “perceive,” Or “I see through you.” Acts 14:8-10 Paul saw faith in a man.  
 
John 2:23-25 (KJV)  
23  Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed in his name, when 

they saw the miracles which he did.  
24  But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men,  
25  And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.  

Acts 13:8-11 (KJV)  
8  But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn away 

the deputy from the faith.  
9  Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him,  
10  And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all 

righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord?  
11  And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for 
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a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking some 

to lead him by the hand. 

Acts 8:18-24 (KJV)  
18  And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he 

offered them money,  
19  Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost.  
20  But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of 

God may be purchased with money.  
21  Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God.  
22  Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may 

be forgiven thee.  
23  For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.  
24  Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of these things which ye have 

spoken come upon me. 

Acts 14:8-10 (KJV)  
8  And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a cripple from his mother's womb, 

who never had walked:  
9  The same heard Paul speak: who stedfastly beholding him, and perceiving that he had faith to be 

healed,  
10  Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped and walked.  

 

Derek Prince in “The gifts of the Spirit” P. 95 “Jesus was not deceived by people. He could see 
the invisible, real man inside the outer man.” Like Judas- John 6:64-70, see also Mark 2:8 where 
Jesus perceive in his spirit. 

 
John 6:64-67 (KJV)  
64  But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that 

believed not, and who should betray him.  
65  And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto 

him of my Father.  
66  From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.  
67  Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 

Mark 2:8 (KJV)  
8  And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, he said 

unto them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts? 

5. To aid in checking the plans of the adversary-Paul at Philippi Acts 16:16-19 
6. To expose plausible error- Peter in Matt. 16:15-23 “You are an offence to me.” See also 1 Tim. 

4:1; 2 Peter 2:1 
7. To expose false prophets- Jer. 27:9-10, 28:15-17 Hananiah spoke wrong 
8. To unmask demon miracle-workers- see Matt. 24:24, 2 Thess. 2:9, Frog devils-that work 

miracles Rev.16:13-14 

 


