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Chapter 15 

The Gifts Defined- 

The Discernings of Spirits Part 3 

 

Gifts are listed in Eph. 4:11, Rom. 12:3-7, 1 Cor. 12:1-12, and 1 Cor. 12:28-30, and are generally assigned to 
one of three categories, as listed below: 

The Trinity of Gifts: The Motivational gifts, the Ministry gifts, and the Manifestation gifts 

I. Nine manifestation Gifts defined-1 Cor. 12:7-11 
II. Introduction-  

One person should not do everything. But technically because the Holy Spirit is in us He may 
choose at any time to manifest any of the gifts through us at any time in our personal or church 
moments. It is possible for all nine manifestation gifts to be manifested at times in each one of us.  

A. Traditional Classification- 
B. Peter’s classification- 1 Peter 4:10-11 Speaking and doing-  

III. Discernings of spirits (Third of the revelation gifts) 

A. Defined  

B. Discerning of spirits is not: 
C. Uses of this gift 

1. To see within the spirit world-  
2. To discern Godly spirits (angels) and God’s Spirit-  
3. To discern evil spirits and thus help in delivering the afflicted, oppressed, tormented.  

 
Five examples and what we learn from them: 
a) Muteness and deafness caused by evil spirits- Matt. 9:32-33 
b) Muteness and Blindness caused by evil spirits- Matt 12:22-23 
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c) Mark 9:17-27 
d) Crippling condition caused by evil spirit- Luke 13:11-17-  
e) A spirit of divination- Acts 16:16-18-  

 
 

4. To discern human spirits- 
 

5. To aid in checking the plans of the adversary-Paul at Philippi Acts 16:16-19, Acts 13:8-11 

Acts 16:18 (KJV)  
18  And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command thee 

in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour. 

Acts 16:37-39 (KJV)  
37  But Paul said unto them, They have beaten us openly uncondemned, being Romans, and have cast 

us into prison; and now do they thrust us out privily? nay verily; but let them come themselves and 

fetch us out.  
38  And the serjeants told these words unto the magistrates: and they feared, when they heard that 

they were Romans.  
39  And they came and besought them, and brought them out, and desired them to depart out of the 

city. 

Acts 13:8-9 (KJV)  
8  But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn away 

the deputy from the faith.  
9  Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him, 

6. To expose plausible error- Peter in Matt. 16:15-23 “You are an offence to me.” See also 1 Tim. 
4:1; 2 Peter 2:1 

Matthew 16:21-23 (KJV)  
21  From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, 

and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again 

the third day.  
22  Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be 

unto thee.  
23  But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for 

thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.  

1 Timothy 4:1 (KJV)  
1  Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving 

heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;  

2 Peter 2:1-2 (KJV)  
1  But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among 

you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring 

upon themselves swift destruction.  
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2  And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil 

spoken of.  

7. To expose false prophets- Jer. 27:9-10, 28:15-17 Hananiah spoke wrong 

Jeremiah 27:9 (KJV)  
9  Therefore hearken not ye to your prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your dreamers, nor to your 

enchanters, nor to your sorcerers, which speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king of 

Babylon: 

Jeremiah 28:15-17 (KJV)  
15  Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet, Hear now, Hananiah; The LORD hath 

not sent thee; but thou makest this people to trust in a lie.  
16  Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will cast thee from off the face of the earth: this year thou 

shalt die, because thou hast taught rebellion against the LORD.  
17  So Hananiah the prophet died the same year in the seventh month. 

8. To unmask demon miracle-workers- see Matt. 24:24, 2 Thess. 2:9, Frog devils-that work 
miracles Rev.16:13-14. 

Matthew 24:24 (KJV)  
24  For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; 

insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. 

2 Thessalonians 2:9 (KJV)  
9  Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 

Revelation 16:13-14 (KJV)  
13  And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the 

mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.  
14  For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of 

the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 

Dr. Lester Sumrall told of a story when he was in a church and a woman came in and stood up 
and said she was an evangelist called there to hold a meeting. Read Page 80 “Gifts and 
Ministries.” “No one’s to resist me, I’m called of God to start a meeting tonight.” Elderly lady 
spoke to the woman that she was a harlot and deceiver. 

 

D. How the gift manifest? 

1. Given by God, not at will 
2. Seeing In a vision- John the Baptist saw the Holy Spirit descend- John 1:32-34, Apostle John 

saw in a vision three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, the 
beast, and the false prophet. Rev 16:13-14 
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John 1:32 (KJV)  
32  And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode 

upon him. 

3. Seeing in a dream- Jacob in Gen 31:11 

Genesis 31:11 (KJV)  
11  And the angel of God spake unto me in a dream, saying, Jacob: And I said, Here am I. 

4. Through an agitation, (troubled in his spirit) an emotion one can feels against evil spirits- Paul 
at Philippi- Acts 16:18 

5. Seeing in the natural what is supernatural- Saul’s conversion he saw Jesus but the others did 
not. Acts 9:5-7 

Acts 9:5-7 (KJV)  
5  And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for 

thee to kick against the pricks.  
6  And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto 

him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. 
7  And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 

6. Perceiving- Seeing clearly supernaturally within-Acts 8:18-20 

 

E. Old Testament Examples 

1. Abraham saw angels and Jesus- Gen. 17:1,22 18:17-22, John 8:56-58 

John 8:56 (KJV)  
56  Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad. 

2. Joshua saw the Captain of the host of the Lord’s army (Jesus)- Joshua 5:13 

Joshua 5:13-14 (KJV)  
13  And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, 

there stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and 

said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries?  
14  And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the LORD am I now come. And Joshua fell on his face 

to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his servant? 

3. David inspired by Satan numbered the people- 1 Chron. 21:1 and later repented and saw the 
avenging angel with his sword raised against Israel- 1 Chron. 21:15-27 

4. King Saul’s servants knew he had an evil spirit controlling him- 1 Sam. 10:6, 1 Sam. 16:14-15 
5. Micaiah- 1 Kings 22:19-23 saw the Lord, the host of heaven and lying spirits sent to deceive the 

prophets of Ahab 
6. Ezekiel-saw cherubim’s and angels and Christ- Ezek. 1 
7. Daniel saw but others ran- Gabriel appears- Daniel 9:21, Dan 10:4-7 
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8. Isaiah-Saw the Lord High and lifted up- Isaiah 6 
9. Jacob saw and fought an angel/Jesus- Gen 31:11, 32:24, Hosea 12:3-5 
10. Zachariah saw an angel of the Lord and Satan-Zechariah 3:1-2 
11. Elijah fed by an angel under the Juniper tree- 1 Kings 19:5 
12. Elisha at Elijah’s translation- 2 Kings 2:11 
13. Elisha in Dothan and his servant-2 Kings 6:12-17 

2 Kings 6:12 (KJV)  
12  And one of his servants said, None, my lord, O king: but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth 

the king of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber. 

2 Kings 6:15 (KJV)  
15  And when the servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host 

compassed the city both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master! 

how shall we do? 

 

F. New Testament examples- Hebrews 13:2  

Hebrews 13:2 (KJV)  
2  Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 

1. The Angels who appeared to Zacharias, Mary, and the shepherds 
2. Jesus seeing Satan, and being tempted and taken up by the devil, Angels ministered unto him- 

Matthew 4:1-11 
3. Jesus and Nathaniel “you shall see the angels…” John 1:47-51 
4. The mount of transfiguration with Peter, James and John- 2 peter 1:16-18 
5. Jesus in Gethsemane saw an angel- Luke 22:43 
6. I have picked twelve and one of you is a devil-John 6:64-70 
7. Mary saw angels at the tomb but Peter and John didn’t see them- John 20:1-12 
8. Many times Jesus healed by casting out demons-Matt. 9:32-33; 12:22-23 
9. They saw the Spirit what looked like “tongues of fire” Acts 2:3-4 
10. Stephen saw the Lord standing at his judgement and stoning-Acts 7:55 
11. Cornelius saw an angel- Acts 10:6 
12. Peter saw an angel in prison- Acts 12:5-10 
13. Paul saw an angel that nobody else saw on the battered ship- Acts 27:24 
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G. Personal examples 

1. The spirit of suicide I encountered at a house at 14 
2. The angel I saw at one Bible school I attended at 18 
3. The spirit of fear I saw in my room at 20 
4. I saw “Monkey” like spirits in a church at night at 23 
5.  “We feel safe when your around” Apostolic authority- A watchman 

 

H. Conclusion 

The true church is in submission to the authority of God, not man’s, but God established men in His 
authority. Sometimes strong judgement is needed in the body.  
The modern church does not believe in such gifts in existence today but believes in the ever 
increasing doctrines of devils and false prophets. Ironically they deny the church gifts to deal with 
such attacks. 
 

Dr. Sumrall once said, “The gift of discerning of spirits is a gift is an excellent instrument to clean 
out the pulpits and pews of America.” 

 
Hebrews 5:14- Mature believers are those who by practice have their senses exercised to discern 
both good and evil 
 
Hebrews 5:14 (KJV)  
14  But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their 
senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


