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The Gifts Defined- 

The Supernatural Gift of Faith 

 

Gifts are listed in Eph. 4:11, Rom. 12:3-7, 1 Cor. 12:1-12, and 1 Cor. 12:28-30, and are generally assigned to 
one of three categories, as listed below: 

The Trinity of Gifts: The Motivational gifts, the Ministry gifts, and the Manifestation gifts 

 

 Nine manifestation Gifts defined- 1 Cor. 12:7-11 
 
1 Corinthians 12:7-10 (KJV)  
7  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.  
8  For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;  
9   To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;  
10   To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers 
kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 

 
 Introduction-  
 
One person should not do everything. But technically because the Holy Spirit is in us He may choose at 
any time to manifest any of the gifts through us at any time in our personal or church moments. It is 
possible for all nine manifestation gifts to be manifested at times in each one of us.  
 

A. Traditional Classification- 

1. Three Revelation gifts- Spiritual gifts that reveal something. Called the “Knowing” gifts. 

The word of wisdom 
 
The word of wisdom is a fragment of supernatural revelation by the Spirit of God concerning the divine 
purpose, plan and will of God. It generally will always speak of the future.  Not just simply “future” 
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events but any directive word that God might give out of His knowing the future that would later reflect 
that. 

 
The word of knowledge 
The word of knowledge is a fragment of supernatural revelation by the Spirit of God given concerning 
certain facts past or present in the mind of God about anything. 

 
The discernings (plural) of spirits (plural) 
Howard Carter P.76-77 “The discerning of spirits is a supernatural revelation of the unseen world…if 
God gives us this gift, then we can look beyond the veil (of natural sight) and see into the realm of 
spirits.”  “…it carries with it the power to judge.” 

2. Three Power gifts- Spiritual gifts that do something 

(Supernatural) faith 
The workings (plural) of miracles (plural) 
The gifts (plural) of healings (plural) 

3. Three utterance or Inspirational gifts- Spiritual gifts that say something 

Prophecy 
Divers kinds of tongues 
Interpretation of tongues 
 

B. Peter’s classification- 1 Peter 4:10-11 Speaking and doing-  

 
 Faith (First of the power gifts) 
 

A. Defined  

1. Faith defined- Substance and tangible evidence of what is hoped for but not yet seen. Hebrews 
11:1-3 

Hebrews 11:1-3 (KJV)  
1  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  
2  For by it the elders obtained a good report.  
3  Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which 

are seen were not made of things which do appear.  

2. Howard Carter-Spiritual Gifts P. 37-39- “The gift of faith can be defined as faith imparted by the 
Spirit of God for protection in times of danger, or for divine provision, or it may include the 
ability to impart blessing…Faith is a gift that enables one to believe for God to undertake in a 
supernatural way.” 
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3. Called special faith (Weymouth translation). The supernatural ability to believe God with an 
unwavering trust to receive the miraculous. It supersedes general faith in that supernatural 
faith comes without the normal ways to get faith; that is by hearing the word of God and 
general faith rises up in a person or grows in him. It has nothing to do with a human’s ability or 
work, it is a gift. 

 

4. Kenneth Hagin- The Holy Spirit and His gifts- P. 118 “The gift of faith is a gift of the Spirit to the 
believer in order that he might receive miracles. The working of miracles, on the other hand, is 
a gift of the Spirit given to the believer that he might work miracles. One gift receives, the other 
does something.” 

 

5. Booth: Supernatural faith is a special faith that comes instantaneous in a given situation that 
allows a person to operate in a supernatural and miraculous way. 

 

B. The gift of faith is not: 

1. Natural faith- Like when a farmer plants a seed- 
 

2. Saving faith- Ephesians 2:8, Romans 10:17 
 

Ephesians 2:8 (KJV)  
8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

Romans 10:17 (KJV)  
17  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

 
3. General faith comes with saving faith but has to grow-Romans 12:3, Mark 9:23 

 
Romans 12:3 (KJV)  
3  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself 

more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man 

the measure of faith. 

Mark 9:23 (KJV)  
23   Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. 

 
4. Faithfulness, the fruit of the Spirit that grows- Galatians 5:22-23 

 

Galatians 5:22-24 (KJV)  
22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,  
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23  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.  
24  And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 

 
 

C. Uses of this gift- Often with other power gifts together 

Derek Prince in his book on P.111 defined the gift of faith as:  
 
Ezekiel 12:25 (KJV)  
25  For I am the LORD: I will speak, and the word that I shall speak shall come to pass; it shall be no more 
prolonged: for in your days, O rebellious house, will I say the word, and will perform it, saith the Lord 
GOD. 
 

“Ezekiel 12:25 says, ‘For I am the Lord, I speak, and the word which I speak will come to pass.’ In 
other words ‘I am God, and when I say something, it happens.’ This is God’s unchanging, eternal 
nature. We immediately see the possibility that, if the breath of the Spirit of God is within us, that 
same breath can bring forth a word from us that is just as effective as if almighty God had spoken it 
directly. This is exactly what the gift of faith is.”  

D. Prince teaches two ways of using words in faith on P.118: 

1. The first way is words spoken to a person, object, or situation on behalf of God. Elijah says “it 
will not rain except at my word”- I kings 17:1 

1 Kings 17:1 (KJV)  
1  And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD God of 

Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my 

word.  

2. The second way is words spoken to God on behalf of a person, object, or situation. This 
expression of faith is what we call prayer. 3 ½ years later God sent Elijah to Ahab 1 Kings 18:1, 
10,17. Then Elijah prayed with his whole self to God and it rained- 1 Kings 18:41-45 

1 Kings 18:41 (KJV)  
41  And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain.  

 

3. James 5:15-18- Elijah was like us and we can flow in this kind of faith 

James 5:15-17 (KJV)  
15  And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed 

sins, they shall be forgiven him.  
16  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual 

fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.  
17  Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: 

and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. 
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D. How the gift manifest? 

1. This gift is distinctly different from the working of miracles, although both gifts produce 
miracles. One is active and the other is passive. 

2. Given by the Spirit to protect one from danger- Matt 26:53 

Matthew 26:53 (KJV)  
53   Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than 

twelve legions of angels? 

3. To provide a miracle of provision- Widows meal barrel 
4. Raise the dead and casting out demons- 
5. For direct supernatural blessing in fulfillment of a spoken word 
6. For receiving the great promises of God-Romans 4:20- Hebrews 11:8-10- “Received power” 

Romans 4:19-20 (KJV)  
19  And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an 

hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb:  
20   He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to 

God; 

7. To administer spiritual correction to gross offenders-deliver such a one to Satan-1 Cor.5:5 

1 Corinthians 5:5 (KJV)  
5  To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the 

day of the Lord Jesus. 

8. For supernatural victory in the fight- 

2 Chronicles 20:20 (KJV)  
20  And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went 

forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the 

LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper.  

 

E. Old Testament Examples 

1. Daniel in the lion’s den did nothing, he slept-but Sampson tore the lions apart Daniel 6:23 

Daniel 6:23 (KJV)  
23  Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of 

the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because 

he believed in his God. 

2. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the furnace- Dan. 3:16-24 
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Daniel 3:16-17 (KJV)  
16  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not 

careful to answer thee in this matter.  
17  If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will 

deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 

Daniel 3:24-25 (KJV)  
24  Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his 

counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto 

the king, True, O king.  
25  He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no 

hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God. 

3. Jonah in the fish-Jonah 2:9 

Jonah 2:9-10 (KJV)  
9  But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed. 

Salvation is of the LORD.  
10  And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. 

 

4. Elijah fed by ravens- 1 Kings 17:3 

1 Kings 17:3-4 (KJV)  
3  Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is before 

Jordan.  
4  And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee 

there. 

 

F. New Testament examples- 

1. Mark 4:35-41- Jesus sleeping during a raging storm 

Mark 4:39-40 (KJV)  
39  And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, 

and there was a great calm.  
40  And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith? 

2. Luke 7:12-15- Jesus raises the dead son by a word of faith 

Luke 7:14-15 (KJV)  
14  And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young man, I say 

unto thee, Arise.  
15  And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother. 

3. Peter when arrested was to die the next day but lay down and slept-Acts 12:6-7 
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Acts 12:5-6 (KJV)  
5  Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for 

him.  
6  And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping between two 

soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept the prison. 

4. Acts 13:9-11- Paul spoke a word of judgment to Elymas the sorcerer 

Acts 13:11 (KJV)  
11  And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for 

a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking some 

to lead him by the hand. 

 

G. Personal examples 

1. Once when I preached in Niles Michigan God showed me the gift of faith in operation. He told 
me it would happen that night and said “I’m going to show you the gift of faith in operation.”   
I watched as I sang and preached that people began receiving supernatural ability to believe 
for miracles beyond the normal Christian experience. They began to believe God would do 
anything right then for them. That night we saw miracles that were confirmed later. I was 
moved to tell the pastor that his struggle there would soon be over and that his church would 
double within a month. He wrote me later and told me his wife was miraculously healed that 
night along with others, and that his church had doubled in one month like I said it would. 

 
 
 
 

 


