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The Trinity of Gifts 
 

 
 
 
The ministry of Spiritual gifts originates in the Old and New Testaments of the Bible. In the New 
Testament they were commissioned by our Lord Jesus Christ and given by the Holy Spirit. After He 
established His church on the earth and ascended to Heaven, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to baptize 
and equip His church with power and spiritual gifts so that His disciples could continue to carry out 
His ministry in the Earth. While some gifts seem more prominent, the New Testament mentions at 
least 23 that are provided to the church. These gifts are listed in Eph. 4:11, Rom. 12:3-7, 1 Cor. 
12:1-12, and  1 Cor. 12:28-30, and are each generally assigned to one of three categories, as listed 
below:1 
 
 

 The Motivational gifts, the Ministry gifts, and the Manifestation gifts 
1 Corinthians 12:4-6 (KJV) Clearly the trinity is used 
4  Now there are diversities of gifts, (charisma) but the same Spirit. (Manifestations vs. 7, or 
supernatural endowments) 
5  And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. (Ministries/offices or ways to 
serve) 
6  And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. (Lit.- 
Different kinds of energies or inside gifts that motivate, but God is the one who energizes all inside 
with Inner workings) 
 

There are three areas of gifts given that Paul taught the church. Each area a set of gifts from 
one part of the Godhead trinity. There are the supernatural gifts of the Holy Spirit given by 
Him which is the main subject in 1 Cor. 12. Then, there are “administrations” that the Lord 
gives. These are the ministry/office gifts that Jesus gives to the church for leadership. Finally 
Paul teaches that there are “operations” or “energies” that God gives to each and every 
believer in the body of Christ. These are what motivates each believer and helps make up 
their unique personality. 
 

                                                      
1 Robbins, Dale. See http://www.victorious.org/pub/spiritual-gifts-164 
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See Chart 
 
 
 
 

The Trinity of Gifts- 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, Ephesians 4:11, Romans 12:1-8- Chart ©Larry Booth 

 
Trinity Different     Greek Type of Gift How 

given? 
Scripture 

God “Operations” 

What God does 
“in” us 

Energēma 
“Workings” or 
“Inward 
energies” 

7 Motivation 
Gifts   (serving 
others) 

Come 
with 
salvation 

Romans 
12:1-8 

1 Peter 4:11 

Jesus “Administrations” 

What God does 
“with” us 

diakonia 

“ways to 
serve or 
minister” 
doma-

“Present” 

10 (7) Ministry 
or Office Gifts 
(speaking) 

By Jesus 

Callings 

Ephesians 
4:7-13-          
1 Corinthians 
12:28-30-  

1 Tim. 3:8 

1 Peter 4:11 

Holy 
Spirit 

“Gifts” 

What God does 
“through” us 

Charisma 
“graces” or 
endowments, 
free gift-  

9 (3 of 3) 
Manifestation 
Gifts (of divers 
grace)  

Baptism 
with the 
Holy 
Spirit 

1 Corinthians 
12:7-11 

1Peter 4:10 

 

 Introduction- not ignorant of Spiritual things 
 
1 Corinthians 12:1-3 (KJV)  
1  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.  
2  Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led.  
3  Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: 
and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.  

 
 

A. Charisma- “Grace gifts” of the Spirit 

“Although there is only one Holy Spirit He gives many different abilities to different people. 
Everything in this periscope revolves around these two ideas. "Gifts" (Gr. charismata, from 
charis meaning "grace") are abilities that enable a person to glorify and serve God. God gives 
them freely and graciously. That they are abilities is clear from how Paul described them here 
and elsewhere (Rom. 12).” — Tom Constable's Notes on the Bible 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+12
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1 Corinthians 12:7-11 (KJV)  
7  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.  
8  For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the 
same Spirit;  
9   To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;  
10   To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to 
another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:  
11  But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. 
 

1. We must be saved 

2. We must be baptized in the Spirit 

 
The one body analogy- not all are the same or have the same function-We must come to a level of 

trust- Rom. 12, 1 Cor. 12, both analogies used before and after discussion of the Spiritual gifts. 

Romans 12:4-5 (KJV)  
4  For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office:  
5  So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-13 (KJV)  
12  For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being 
many, are one body: so also is Christ.  
13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we 
be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  

 
The gifts are Spiritual weapons- 

Lester Sumrall- 
“These charisma gifts of the Spirit are the weapons of our warfare. If we have these gifts 
functioning within us, they become our battle axes, our guns, our swords, our spears- all the 
artillery we need to destroy the works and the powers of the Devil. The gifts of the Spirit are 
not tender little gifts. They are dynamic, dangerous, warlike.” 2 
 

Vs 7-Manifestations-Greek- phanerosis means public manifestation and comes from phaínō. This 

word means “to shine forth,” like a flashlight when the switch is turned on.  See also 1 Cor.14:5. 

1 Corinthians 12:7 (KJV)  
7  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:24-25 (KJV)  
24  But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of 
all, he is judged of all:  

                                                      
2 Lester Sumrall P.32 The gifts and ministries of the Holy Spirit 
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25  And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; and so falling down on his face he will 
worship God, and report that God is in you of a truth. 

 
“If all prophecy” and when the gifts are in the church, God uncovers things to cause people to 
know He is in you and He is able to minister to them. 

 
23-26 Categories of gifts listed 

                           23-26 Gifts Listed © Pastor Larry Booth 

7 offices given by Jesus 7 given by God 9 given by the Holy Spirit 

5 Ministry/Office Gifts 

Ephesians 4:7-13 

7 Ministry/Office- 7 gifts-  

(5 same +2) 

1Corinthians 12:28-30 

7 Motivational or Serving  gifts 

Romans 12:1-8 

9 Manifestation/Charismatic Gifts 

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 

Apostle              

Prophet             

 

 

Teacher 

 

Evangelist   

 

 

 

Pastor                          

                                                                                             

---------------------         

 

Apostles- same               

Prophets- same 

 

 

Teachers- same 

 

Miracles-evangelist possibly 

Gifts of Healing-  evangelist possibly           

 

 

Governments-pastor/elder/bishop 

 

Helps- many areas /elders, deacons 

Diversities of Tongues 

 

 

Prophecy 

 

Exhortation/encouragement 

Teaching 

 

 

 

 

 

Administration- leads with care 

 

Serving 

 

Mercy 

Giving 

 

Prophesying  

Word of Knowledge 

Word of Wisdom              

Discerning of Spirits  

Miracles 

Gifts Healing 

 

 

 

Speaking in Tongues      

Interpretation of Tongues  

Faith-supernatural believing 

 
 

 

 The ministry of the Holy Spirit- What He does-  
 
2 Cor. 3:8-9 (Amp) 
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8 Why should not the dispensation of the Spirit [this spiritual iministry whose task it is to cause men to 
obtain and be governed by the Holy Spirit] be attended with much greater and more splendid glory?  
9 For if the service that condemns [the ministration of doom] had glory, how infinitely more abounding 
in splendor and glory must be the service that makes righteous [the ministry that produces and fosters 
righteous living and right standing with God]! 3 

 
 

 Obtain and govern- Makes righteous-produces and fosters living right and 
right standing with God 

 

 Holy Ghost and fire- purifying believers 
Luke 3:15-17 (KJV)  
15  And as the people were in expectation, and all men mused in their hearts of John, whether he 
were the Christ, or not;  
16  John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I 
cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost and with fire:  
17  Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and will gather the wheat into his 
garner; but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable.  

 
 

 Who is the person of the Holy Spirit? The manifested glory of God 
 

A. God/Omnipotent- Omnipotence is basically a compound word that means all (omni) 

powerful (potent) and if you have read enough of the Bible you can clearly see that God is 

indeed omnipotent; all powerful. It means that God has unlimited authority and infinite 

power. 

Genesis 1:1-3 (KJV)  
1  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  
2  And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And 
the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.  
3  And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.  

 

 God/Omnipresent- The Bible reveals that God can be both present to a person in a 

manifest manner (Psalm 46:1; Isaiah 57:15) and present in every situation in all of creation 
at any given time (Psalm 33:13-14). Omnipresence is God's characteristic of being present 
to all ranges of both time and space.4 

                                                      
i Joseph Thayer, A Greek-English Lexicon. 

3 The Amplified Bible. (1987). (2 Co 3:7–9). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation. 
4 https://www.gotquestions.org/God-omnipresent.html 

https://ref.ly/logosres/amp?ref=Bible.2Co3.7&off=92&ctx=istration+of+the+Law~%5d%2c+was+inaugurated+w
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Psalm 139:7-8 (KJV)  
7  Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?  
8  If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. 
 

 The conviction of sin- 
 
Genesis 6:3 (KJV)  
3  And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days 
shall be an hundred and twenty years.  
 
John 16:7-8 (KJV)  
7  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.  
8  And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 

 

 

 


