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The Gifts Defined- 

                     The Gift of Prophecy 

 

Gifts are listed in Eph. 4:11, Rom. 12:3-7, 1 Cor. 12:1-12, and 1 Cor. 12:28-30, and are generally assigned to 
one of three categories, as listed below: 

The Trinity of Gifts:  

The Motivational gifts that God gives, the Ministry gifts that Jesus gives, and the Manifestation 
gifts that the Holy Spirit gives. 

 

 Nine manifestation Gifts defined-1 Cor. 12:7-11 
 Introduction-  
 
One person should not do everything. But technically because the Holy Spirit is in us He may choose at 
any time to manifest any of the gifts through us at any time in our personal or church moments. It is 
possible for all nine manifestation gifts to be manifested at times in each one of us.  
 

A. Traditional Classification- Given to Howard Carter as a revelation from God after a 
serious study of the gifts of the Spirit- Spiritual Gifts P.3 

1. Three Revelation gifts- Spiritual gifts that reveal something. Called the “Knowing” gifts. 

The word of wisdom 
 
The word of wisdom is a fragment of supernatural revelation by the Spirit of God concerning the divine 
purpose, plan and will of God. It generally will always speak of the future.  Not just simply “future” 
events but any directive word that God might give out of His knowing the future that would later reflect 
that. 

 
The word of knowledge 
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The word of knowledge is a fragment of supernatural revelation by the Spirit of God given concerning 
certain facts past or present in the mind of God about anything. 

 
The discernings (plural) of spirits (plural) 
Howard Carter “The discerning of spirits is a supernatural revelation of the unseen world…if God gives 
us this gift, then we can look beyond the veil (of natural sight) and see into the realm of spirits.”  “…it 
carries with it the power to judge.”  

2. Three Power gifts- Spiritual gifts that do something 

(Supernatural) faith 
A word of faith imparted by the Spirit of God for protection in times of danger, or for divine provision, or 
it may include the ability to impart blessing…Faith is a gift that enables one to believe for God to 
undertake in a supernatural way. 

 
The gifts (plural) of healings (plural) 

Kenneth Hagin- The Holy Spirit and His gifts- P. 133 “The gifts of healings are manifested for the 
supernatural healing of sickness and disease without any natural source or means” 

 
The workings (plural) of miracles (plural) 
 
Howard Carter- P.60 “A supernatural manifestation of the power of God that alters, suspends, or in 
some other way controls the laws of nature.  

 

3. Three utterance or Inspirational gifts- Spiritual gifts that say something 

Prophecy 
Divers kinds of tongues 
Interpretation of tongues 
 
 

B. Peter’s classification- 1 Peter 4:10-11 Speaking and doing-  

 
 

 The gift of prophecy- 1st and greatest in the inspirational gifts. 
 
A. Introduction- 1 Cor. 12:10, 1Cor. 14:1 (NIV) 

1 Corinthians 12:10 (KJV)  
10   To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another 
divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 
 
1 Corinthians 14:1 (KJV)  
1  Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.  
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1 Corinthians 14:1 NIV 
Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy. 
 

 
B. Love and the gifts and Chapter 13- 1 Cor. 12:31- a more excellent way 

1 Corinthians 12:31 (KJV)  
31  But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way. 

 

Harold Horton- The gifts of the Spirit-P. 80, “One Corinthians thirteen is not a dissertation on Love. 
The subject of the chapter is not Love. The subject is: Love, the True Motive of Spiritual Gifts. The 
comparison is not between Spiritual Gifts and Love, as is almost universally taught; but between 
Spiritual Gifts WITHOUT Love and Spiritual Gifts WITH Love! ...With both Gifts and Love the Lord is 
able by the Spirit to give miracle-Light at its brightest and miracle-Power at its fullest for those in 
darkness and distress. Surely that is the message of the chapter.” 

 
 
 

C. Defined- In the Hebrew-To “flow forth”, “To let drop” and “to lift up” Horton P. 
158 

1. One Hebrew word is Nabi which means “to flow forth” or “bubble forth like a fountain.” 

Another word for prophecy is massa which means “to lift up.” It is translated sometimes as 

“Seer.” 

 
2. The Greek word means “To speak for another.” To speak by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 

Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old Testament and New Testament Words  

“Original Word: προφητεία, prophēteia 

Usage Notes: signifies "the speaking forth of the mind and counsel of God" (pro, "forth," 

phēmi, "to speak:" see PROPHET);in the NT it is used (a) of the gift, e.g., Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 
12:10; 1 Cor. 13:2; (b) either of the exercise of the gift or of that which is "prophesied," e.g., 
Matt. 13:14; 1 Cor. 13:8; 1 Cor. 14:6, 22; 1 Thess. 5:20, "prophesying (s);" 1 Tim. 1:18; 1 Tim. 
4:14; 2 Pet. 1:20, 21; Rev. 1:3; Rev. 11:6; Rev. 19:10; Rev. 22:7, 10, 18, 19. 

"Though much of OT prophecy was purely predictive, see Micah 5:2, e.g., and cp. John 
11:51, prophecy is not necessarily, nor even primarily, fore-telling. It is the declaration of that 
which cannot be known by natural means, Matt. 26:68, it is the forth-telling of the will of God, 
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http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+1%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+4%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+4%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Pe+1%3A20-21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+1%3A3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+11%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+19%3A10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mic+5%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+11%3A51
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+11%3A51
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+26%3A68


Larry Booth                                                                                                                                           Chp 21- Prophecy 

whether with reference to the past, the present, or the future, see Gen. 20:7; Deut. 18:18; 
Rev. 10:11; Rev. 11:3. …”1 
 

3. “Prophecy in its simplest form is divinely inspired and anointed utterance. It is entirely 

supernatural. As speaking with tongues is supernatural utterance in an unknown tongue, so 

Prophecy is supernatural utterance in a known tongue.” Harold Horton- The gifts of the Spirit 

P. 159. 

4. Donald Gee Concerning Spiritual gifts- P. 57 “It is impossible to separate true prophesying 

from the idea of definite inspiration.” Quoting Robinson he says, “The idea of speaking from an 

immediate revelation seems here to be fundamental, as relating either to future events, or to 

the mind of the Spirit in general.” Lex. P. 693 

5. “We have defined this gift as the ability to speak, in a language understood by the believer, 

words that are inspired and given by the Holy Spirit.” Derek Prince- The gifts of the Spirit P. 

176  

 

  
                                                  Tongues of Fire during two different praying services 
 
 
 

D. Prophet ministry Vs. Supernatural gift of Prophecy 

 
1. First off, one is an office gift and the other a manifestation gift of the Spirit 

 
2. “To stand in the office of the prophet, one must have a more consistent manifestation of at 

least two of the revelation gifts (word of wisdom, word of knowledge, or discerning of spirits.) 
plus prophecy”-Kenneth Hagin P. 46 The ministry gifts lessons 

                                                      
1 William E. Vine, Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old Testament and New Testament Words, (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 

1940), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Prophesy". 
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3. Prophesying in the New Testament is like one aspect of a prophet in that he speaks forth by 

inspiration from God. 1 Cor.14:26 
 

1 Corinthians 14:26 (KJV)  
26  How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, 

hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.  

 
4. A prophet is a ministry calling of Jesus (Ephesians 4:11) who does more than just prophesying- 

Are all prophets? 1 Cor. 12:28-29 
 

1 Corinthians 12:28-29 (KJV)  
28  And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after 

that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.  
29  Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? 

 
5. The gift of prophecy is for all the church members- 1 Cor. 14:24, 31, 39 

 

1 Corinthians 14:24 (KJV)  
24  But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of 

all, he is judged of all: 

1 Corinthians 14:31 (KJV)  
31  For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted. 

1 Corinthians 14:39 (KJV)  
39  Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues. 

 
a) 1 Corinthians 14:1 Paul encouraged the entire church at Corinth to covet to prophesy not 

to be prophets. 
 

1 Corinthians 14:1 (KJV)  
1  Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.  

 
 

b) Acts 2:16-18- All can prophecy according to Peter 
 

Acts 2:16-18 (KJV)  
16  But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;  
17  And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your 

old men shall dream dreams:  
18  And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and 

they shall prophesy: 



Larry Booth                                                                                                                                           Chp 21- Prophecy 

 
c) The historical account of Acts- Acts 19:6 

 
Acts 19:6 (KJV)  
6  And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake 

with tongues, and prophesied. 

 
6. The best example of this contrast four prophesying daughters with the prophet Agabus- Acts 

21:8-11 

Acts 21:8-14 (KJV)  
8  And the next day we that were of Paul's company departed, and came unto Caesarea: and we 

entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him.  
9  And the same man had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy.  
10  And as we tarried there many days, there came down from Judaea a certain prophet, named 

Agabus.  
11  And when he was come unto us, he took Paul's girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and said, 

Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and 

shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.  
12  And when we heard these things, both we, and they of that place, besought him not to go up to 

Jerusalem.  
13  Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not to be 

bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.  
14  And when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, saying, The will of the Lord be done.  

 

 
E. Uses of this gift- Not Foretelling the future 

 
1 Cor. 14:3-4- What is the simple gift of the Spirit “to prophecy”? Speaking unto men… edification, 
exhortation, and comfort 

 
1 Corinthians 14:3-5 (KJV)  
3  But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort.  
4  He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church.  
5   I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth 
than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying. 

 
1. Foretelling the future, is the gift of the word of wisdom 

2. Definition of those words- 

a) Edify means to build up or to strengthen- “True prophecy never brings condemnation”-D. 

Prince P.182 

b) Exhortation means to stimulate, to encourage, to admonish, and to stir up. 
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c) Comfort means is to cheer up “which would include the healing of distress, of sorrow, of 

persecution, and of suffering.” Sumrall P. 114 

 
3. V.4- edifies the church- V.22 says primarily to believers (O.T. prophesying differs here, in that it 

was used for sinners often. Tongues as “a sign to unbelievers” is when a tongue is given 

unknown to the speaker, but known to the unsaved hearer. This is not the regular use of 

tongues. 

1 Corinthians 14:22 (KJV)  
22  Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but 

prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe. 

 

4. V.31-That all may be comforted-One at a time  

1 Corinthians 14:31 (KJV)  
31  For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted. 

 

5. V.29- Revelations are to be judged. It is scriptural for others to judge revelations and 

prophecies. People who don't want their revelations - or prophecies -judged are wrong. And 

they could be into spiritual pride. 

1 Corinthians 14:29 (KJV)  
29   Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge. 

 

6. V. 29-32, 40- Some instructions- A person should be in control of himself.  

1 Corinthians 14:29-32 (KJV)  
29   Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge.  
30  If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace.  
31  For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted.  
32  And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. 

1 Corinthians 14:40 (KJV)  
40  Let all things be done decently and in order. 

 

Sumrall P. 115 “Whenever a person says of their utterances, “I can’t stop doing this,” you can 
be sure that an alien spirit is involved. At no time is a person bound by the manifestation of a 
spiritual gift.” 

 
“Hold his peace-one by one” There is a right time when to give a word 
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F. “Quench not the Spirit, despise not prophesying”- 1 Thess. 5:19-21 

1 Thessalonians 5:19-21 (KJV)  
19  Quench not the Spirit.  
20  Despise not prophesyings.  
21  Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 

 
1. Prophecy- 1 Cor. 14:3-4 

1 Corinthians 14:3-4 (KJV)  
3  But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort.  
4  He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the 

church. 

a. Speaks to people 

b. Speaks words understood by speaker and hearers 

c. Edifies exhorts and comforts the church 

 

2. Unknown Tongue (without interpreter) 

a. Speaks to God 

b. Speaks mysteries 

c. Edifies himself 

 

3. Tongues and interpretation of tongues are equal to prophecy. 

1 Corinthians 14:4-5 (KJV)  
4  He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the 
church.  
5   I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that 
prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive 
edifying. 

 

 

G. How the gift manifest? 

 
 
 


