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The Gifts Defined- 

              The Gift of Prophecy Part 2 

 

Gifts are listed in Eph. 4:11, Rom. 12:3-7, 1 Cor. 12:1-12, and 1 Cor. 12:28-30, and are generally assigned to 
one of three categories, as listed below: 

The Trinity of Gifts: The Motivational gifts, the Ministry gifts, and the Manifestation gifts 

 

 Nine manifestation Gifts defined-1 Cor. 12:7-11 
 Introduction-  
 
One person should not do everything. But technically because the Holy Spirit is in us He may choose at 
any time to manifest any of the gifts through us at any time in our personal or church moments. It is 
possible for all nine manifestation gifts to be manifested at times in each one of us.  
 

A. Traditional Classification- Given to Howard Carter as a revelation from God after a 
serious study of the gifts of the Spirit- Spiritual Gifts P.3 

 

B. Peter’s classification- 1 Peter 4:10-11 Speaking and doing-  

 
 

 The gift of prophecy- 1st and greatest in the inspirational gifts. 
 
A. Introduction- 1 Cor. 12:10, 1Cor. 14:1 (HCSB) 

1 Corinthians 14:1-3 (HCSB)  
1  Pursue love and desire spiritual gifts, and above all that you may prophesy.  
2  For the person who speaks in ⌊another⌋ language is not speaking to men but to God, since no one 
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understands him; however, he speaks mysteries in the Spirit.  
3  But the person who prophesies speaks to people for edification, encouragement, and consolation.  

 
B. Love and the gifts and Chapter 13- 1 Cor. 12:31- a more excellent way 
C. Defined- In the Hebrew-To “flow forth”, “To let drop” and “to lift up” Horton P. 

158 

“Prophecy in its simplest form is divinely inspired and anointed utterance. (Usually spontaneous-
Booth)  It is entirely supernatural. As speaking with tongues is supernatural utterance in an 
unknown tongue, so Prophecy is supernatural utterance in a known tongue.” Harold Horton- The 
gifts of the Spirit P. 159 

 

D. Prophet Vs Prophecy 
E. Guidelines/ Uses of this gift- Not Foretelling the future, but forth-telling 

1 Cor. 14:3-4- What is the simple gift of the Spirit “to prophecy”? Speaking unto men… edification, 
exhortation, and comfort 
 
1 Corinthians 14:3-4 (HCSB)  
3  But the person who prophesies speaks to people for edification, encouragement, and consolation.  
4  The person who speaks in ⌊another⌋ language builds himself up, but he who prophesies builds up the 
church. 

 
1. Definition of those words- 

a) Edify means to build up or to strengthen- “True prophecy never brings condemnation”-

Prince P.182 

b) Exhortation means to stimulate, to encourage, to admonish, and to stir up 

c) Comfort means is to cheer up “which would include the healing of distress, of sorrow, of 

persecution, and of suffering.” Sumrall P. 114 

“True prophesying does not serve the devil’s purpose; it undoes the devil’s purpose. If 
so-called prophesying condemns and discourage, it is doing the devil’s work. …Anything 
that causes you to feel fearful and unworthy is not the voice of God.” D. Prince P. 183,185 

  
F. “Quench not the Spirit, despise not prophesying, test all things”- 1 Thess. 5:19-21 

 
1 Thessalonians 5:19-21 (KJV)  
19  Quench not the Spirit.  
20  Despise not prophesyings.  
21  Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 

 
1. Prophecy V.3-4 

1 Corinthians 14:1-5 (KJV)  
1  Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.  



Larry Booth                                                                                                                                        Chp 22- Prophecy 2 

2  For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man 

understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.  
3  But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort.  
4  He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the 

church.  
5   I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that 

prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive 

edifying.  

a. Speaks to people 

b. Speaks words understood by speaker and hearers 

c. Edifies the church 

 

2. Unknown Tongue (without interpreter) 

a. Speaks to God 

b. Speaks mysteries 

c. Edifies individual believers 

 
 

G. How the gift manifest? 

1. Men and women- Acts 2:17, Acts 21:8-9, 1 Cor. 11:5  

1 Corinthians 11:5 (KJV)  
5  But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered dishonoureth her 
head: for that is even all one as if she were shaven. 
 

2. 1 Cor. 14:5- Prophecy is equal to a tongue and interpretation of tongues 

1 Corinthians 14:5-6 (KJV)  
5   I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that 

prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive 

edifying.  
6   Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you, except I shall 

speak to you either by revelation, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine?  

 

3. V.30-31-Prophecy simply is to speak by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Sometimes it can 

conveys a revelation (See revelation gifts and the ministry gift of prophet) from God but in its 

purest form does not.  

1 Corinthians 14:30-33 (KJV)  
30  If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace.  
31  For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted.  
32  And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.  
33  For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.  
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 Howard Carter in Spiritual Gifts P. 70-71 
“Speaking in a specific way, the gift of prophecy contains no revelation, but speaking in a 
general way it can include any spoken gift. If a revelation comes through the gift of prophecy, 
it is not the gift of prophecy that is functioning alone, but two gifts in manifestation…the gift of 
prophecy…and the word of wisdom or the word of knowledge.” 
 

4. V 6- Revelation and prophecy are mentioned separately. 

1 Corinthians 14:6 (KJV)  
6   Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you, except I shall 

speak to you either by revelation, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine?  

 
5. V.24-25- Secrets are sometimes revealed to unbelievers and unlearned (those not baptized 

with the Spirit 

1 Corinthians 14:24-25 (KJV)  
24  But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of 

all, he is judged of all:  
25  And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; and so falling down on his face he will worship 

God, and report that God is in you of a truth. 

 

6. V. 26- Prophecy can convict unbelievers of sin 

1 Corinthians 14:26 (KJV)  
26  How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, 

hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.  

 

7. V.29- Prophecies should be subject to judgement. Groups- Acts 11:27 

1 Corinthians 14:29 (KJV)  
29   Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge. 

Acts 11:27-28 (KJV)  
27  And in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch.  
28  And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be 

great dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar.  

 

8. A word in due season-  Proverbs 15:23, Isaiah 50:4 

Proverbs 15:23 (KJV)  
23  A man hath joy by the answer of his mouth: and a word spoken in due season, how good is it!  

Isaiah 50:4 (KJV)  
4  The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in 

season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the 

learned. 
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9. Ask God for a “word of life” 1 John 5:16 

1 John 5:16 (KJV)  
16  If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life 

for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it. 

 

H. Distinguishing between preaching and prophesying 

1. Today incorrectly, some say all preaching is what prophesying is.  

a. Howard Carter- P.72- “I think we must draw a line of demarcation between what we call inspired 
preaching and prophecy… Prophecy cannot be preaching because prophecy requires no 
preparation- and believe me, preaching does, and plenty of it- for the Bible says, “Labor in the word 
and doctrine (1 Tim. 5:17)… Prophecy has no power to save- nor indeed has any of the gifts…If the 
gifts had converting power there would have been some saved before Peter preached….Another 
reason…you cannot invite a person to come and prophecy.” 
 

b. Lester Sumrall- P.112, “Preaching can be inspired or anointed, but it is not supernatural; prophecy 
is always supernatural. Prophecy is a supernatural utterance that comes from a person who is 
anointed to speak the treasures of God to the Body of Christ.” 
 

c. Donald Gee- P.57- “It will at least help to define our study if we immediately dismiss the idea that 

scriptural prophesying is nothing more than ordinary preaching…Such ministry is obviously 

distinct from ordinary preaching; but it must be observed that there is probably a much larger 

element of prophesying in some forms of inspirational preaching than is generally recognized.” 

 

 

I. Old Testament Examples 

1. The book of Psalms- Hagin- The holy Spirit and his gifts-P. 144 “As a matter of fact, the whole 
book of Psalms was given by the spirit of prophecy.” 

2. Every prophet in the old Testament 

J. New Testament examples- 

1. Zacharias- Luke 1:5-23, 67-79 

Luke 1:67-68 (KJV)  
67  And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying,  
68  Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people,  

 

2. Acts 13:2- “The Holy Spirit said” 
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Acts 13:2 (KJV)  
2  As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for 

the work whereunto I have called them. 

3. Acts 21:8-9- Philip’s daughters 

Acts 21:8-9 (KJV)  
8  And the next day we that were of Paul's company departed, and came unto Caesarea: and we 

entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him.  
9  And the same man had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy.  

4. Songs, hymns and spiritual songs- Ephesians 5:18-19 

Ephesians 5:18-19 (KJV)  
18  And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;  
19  Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 

heart to the Lord; 

5. Worship service- 1 Cor. 14:26 

1 Corinthians 14:26 (KJV)  
26  How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, 

hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.  

 

K. Personal examples 

1. Self-proclaimed Prophetess woman who missed God on her word 
2. Meeting with pastors over the years- Speaking prophetically to them and they don’t always 

recognize it. 
3. Prophetic words to me in song examples- by Farrest Hill and Gary Szymik 

 

L. Conclusion- 1 Cor. 12:31, 14:39 

1 Corinthians 12:31 (KJV)  
31  But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:39 (KJV)  
39  Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues. 

 
1. Covet earnestly the best gifts,  

2. Covet to prophecy 

3. Rom. 12:6- Prophecy according to your faith- 
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Romans 12:6 (KJV)  
6  Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us 

prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 

 

4. 1 Tim. 1:18-  Wage a good warfare by the prophetic words given to you 

 

1 Timothy 1:18 (KJV)  
18  This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before on 

thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare; 

 

5. Rev 19:10- “The purpose of prophecy is first of all the exaltation of Jesus...Therefore, prophecy 

that exalts a person or group of people is immediately suspect because the primary purpose 

for the coming of the Holy Spirit is to reveal Jesus.” Fuchsia Pickett- Presenting the Holy Spirit 

P.107-8 

 

Revelation 19:10 (KJV)  
10  And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy 

fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony 

of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.  

 

 

 

 
 


