
SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

STUDY: THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Chapter 23 

The Gifts Defined- 

The Gift of Tongues and  

Interpretation of Tongues 
 

 
 
Gifts are listed in Eph. 4:11, Rom. 12:3-7, 1 Cor. 12:1-12, and 1 Cor. 12:28-30, and are generally assigned 
to one of three categories, as listed below: 

The Trinity of Gifts: The Motivational gifts, the Ministry gifts, and the Manifestation gifts 

 

 Nine manifestation Gifts defined-1 Cor. 12:7-11 
 

 Introduction-  
 
One person should not do everything. But technically because the Holy Spirit is in us He may choose at 
any time to manifest any of the gifts through us at any time in our personal or church moments. It is 
possible for all nine manifestation gifts to be manifested at times in each one of us.  
 
 

A. Traditional Classification- Given to Howard Carter as a revelation from God after a 
serious study of the gifts of the Spirit- Spiritual Gifts P.3 

1. Three Revelation gifts- Spiritual gifts that reveal something. Called the “Knowing” gifts. 

a) The word of wisdom 
The word of wisdom is a fragment of supernatural revelation by the Spirit of God concerning the 
divine purpose, plan and will of God. It generally will always speak of the future.  Not just simply 
“future” events but any directive word that God might give out of His knowing the future that 
would later reflect that. 

 
b) The word of knowledge 

The word of knowledge is a fragment of supernatural revelation by the Spirit of God given 
concerning certain facts past or present in the mind of God about anything. 
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c) The discernings (plural) of spirits (plural) 

Howard Carter “The discerning of spirits is a supernatural revelation of the unseen world…if God 
gives us this gift, then we can look beyond the veil (of natural sight) and see into the realm of 
spirits.”  “…it carries with it the power to judge.”  

2. Three Power gifts- Spiritual gifts that do something 

a) (Supernatural) faith 
A word of faith imparted by the Spirit of God for protection in times of danger, or for divine 
provision, or it may include the ability to impart blessing…Faith is a gift that enables one to believe 
for God to undertake in a supernatural way. 

 
b) The gifts (plural) of healings (plural) 

Kenneth Hagin- The Holy Spirit and His gifts- P. 133 “The gifts of healings are manifested for the 
supernatural healing of sickness and disease without any natural source or means” 
 

c) The workings (plural) of miracles (plural) 
Howard Carter- P.60 “A supernatural manifestation of the power of God that alters, suspends, or in 
some other way controls the laws of nature.  

 

3. Three utterance or Inspirational gifts- Spiritual gifts that say something 

a) Prophecy 
“Prophecy in its simplest form is divinely inspired and anointed utterance. (Usually 
spontaneous-Booth)  It is entirely supernatural. As speaking with tongues is supernatural 
utterance in an unknown tongue, so Prophecy is supernatural utterance in a known 
tongue.” Harold Horton- The gifts of the Spirit P. 159 
 

b) Divers kinds of tongues 
c) Interpretation of tongues 

 

B. Peter’s classification- 1 Peter 4:10-11 Speaking and doing-  

REVIEW  

Rev 19:10-  
Revelation 19:10 (KJV)  
10  And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and 
of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy.  

 

“The purpose of prophecy is first of all the exaltation of Jesus...Therefore, prophecy that exalts a 
person or group of people is immediately suspect because the primary purpose for the coming of the 
Holy Spirit is to reveal Jesus.” Fuchsia Pickett- Presenting the Holy Spirit P.107-8 

 
Last week- Isaiah 50:4- A word in due season 
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 The gift of Tongues and Interpretation of tongues-1 Cor. 12:10- 2nd & 3rd in the 
inspirational gifts.  

 
1 Corinthians 12:10 (KJV)  
10   To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers 
kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 

 
A. Introduction-Vocal gifts 

1. The baptism with the Holy Spirit-after the cross, after salvation, Jesus said go to Jerusalem and 

wait for the baptism. Acts 1:4-8 

Acts 1:4-8 (KJV)  
4  And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from 

Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.  
5  For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days 

hence.  
6  When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time 

restore again the kingdom to Israel?  
7  And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put 

in his own power.  
8  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 

unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the 

earth.  

2. The utterance gifts are vocal gifts. Notice the words “to speak” are central to all of them 

3. The two other classifications, the gifts of revelation and the gifts of power remain under God’s 

control. He initiates them. 

4. 1 Cor. 14:18- Vocal gifts are generally under human control. They help teach a believer to rely 

on God but use their own will to speak.  

1 Corinthians 14:8-9 (KJV)  
8  For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle?  
9  So likewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be understood, how shall it be known 

what is spoken? for ye shall speak into the air. 

“One of the first things we have to do in the field of the vocal gifts is learn from the word of 
God the purposes for which they are given, the right way to use them, and the ways we should 
not use them.” Derek Prince-P.155 

 

5. In 1 Corinthians 14 Paul gave many instructions regarding the use of the vocal gifts. See G 

below 
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B. Defined- “diverse kinds of tongues” 1 Cor. 12:10- These two did not operate in the 
Old Testament but was prophesied about in Isaiah 28: 11-14. They are unique to 
this church dispensation of grace.  

Isaiah 28:11-14 (KJV)  
11  For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.  
12  To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: 
yet they would not hear.  
13  But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, 
line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and 
snared, and taken.  
14  Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornful men, that rule this people which is in Jerusalem.  

 

See Sumrall P. 117 (Was Jesus “Baptized” with the Spirit? See Unger P. 50. For a good point to this 
question. He was anointed without measure signifying the baptism. The Spirit’s pouring out in Acts 
2 was a unique experience after salvation and marking the beginning of the church age till the 
Rapture/Day of the Lord. Jesus never spoke in tongues, for this was what signified the church’s 
Spirit baptism. 120 ALL spoke as the Spirit gave them utterance.)  

  
1. Kinds of tongues 

“Kinds of tongues is the ability given by the Holy Spirit to speak in a language not understood 
by the speaker” Prince P. 154 

2. Interpretation of tongues 

“Interpretation of tongues is the ability given by the Holy Spirit to speak, in a language 
understood by the speaker, the meaning of the words previously spoken in an unknown 
tongue.” Prince P. 154 
 
Hagin P. 153- “Through the gift of interpretation of tongues, we may know by our 
understanding, as the Spirit wills, what our spirit prays.” 
 

C. Kinds of tongues- Greek word is Genos “kinship or family” 

1. Acts 2- The day of Pentecost- difference found at 6am & 9am- The baptism came at 6am and 

they began to pray in tongues as Holy Spirit gave utterances. Three hours later they went 

among the people and the crowd heard their own languages glorifying God. This was the gifts 

in operation different from the disciple’s prayer language. 

2. Private and public tongues- Prince P. 158-“ If we do not clearly understand the difference, we 

will not be able to comprehend the context of what Paul said concerning the different aspects 

of these tongues.” 

3. 1 Cor. 14:18-19- Paul teaches the difference here 

1 Corinthians 14:18-19 (KJV)  
18  I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all:  
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19  Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might 

teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue. 

4. The ability to speak in more than one kind of tongue-Prince P. 161-suggest Prayer, praise, 

rebuke and exhortation. 

 

D. The tower of babel revisited- the confusion of languages- Act 2:9 

Acts 2:6-8 (KJV)  
6  Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that 
every man heard them speak in his own language.  
7  And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak 
Galilaeans?  
8  And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? 
 
Acts 2:11 (KJV)  
11  Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. 

 
1. God created man to use one language until men built the tower of Babel then He confused the 

languages. 
2. Until the time of Babel to the day of Pentecost nothing brought men together in one language. 
3. 17 different nationalities in Jerusalem that day witnessed the glorifying of God in their 

language. 
4. Among those were people from Mesopotamia the land where the tower was built.  

 

“Now for the first time since Babel, the Body of Christ can speak the same language, a 
heavenly one. The language of the Holy Spirit is the only language that is not part of the curse. 
It is a language coming from our spirit’s by the power of the Holy Spirit.” -Fuchsia Pickett 
Walking in the Holy Spirit, P.4 

 
E. Known languages and unknown- 1 Cor. 13:1 

1 Corinthians 13:1 (KJV)  
1  Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding 
brass, or a tinkling cymbal.  

 
 

F. How the gift manifest? 

1. Tongues is the evidence of being baptized (filled) with the Spirit.-“Though other gifts may be 

manifested as well as it. …speaking with tongues is the only evidence I see in the scripture of 

the Baptism in the Holy Ghost.” H. Horton P.131,133 

 
a) 5 instances in Acts 
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1) Acts 2:1-4- Day of Pentecost- 120 men and women including Mary filled with Holy Spirit 

and prayed and spoke in tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.  

2) Acts 8:5-17- The Samaritans, Peter prayed for those converted under Philips preaching 

and Simon saw physical evidence of the baptism of the Holy Spirit probably speaking in 

tongues. 

3) Acts 9:3-18- Saul later called Paul received the Holy Spirit when Ananias laid hands on 

him. Paul spoke in tongues 1 Cor.14:18 

4) Acts 10:44-46- Years after Pentecost Cornelius and his household (Gentiles) as Peter 

preached they were saved (Acts 11:14) and filled with Holy Spirit speaking in other 

tongues. 

5) Acts 19:1-7- The Ephesian disciples years after Pentecost. They were saved and 

baptized in water then Paul laid hands on them and they were filled with the Holy Spirit 

and spoke with other tongues. 

 
2. Ones prayer language-Unknown tongues-Acts 2:4 

a) 1 Cor. 14:14-Praying for yourself or others by the Holy Spirit- “Praying through” use your 

supernatural language.  

1 Corinthians 14:14-15 (KJV)  
14  For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful.  
15  What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will 

sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.  

 
1) Holy Spirit Helps-Romans 8:26-27,  

Romans 8:26-27 (KJV)  
26   Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for 

as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 

uttered.  
27  And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he 

maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 

 

2) Speaking supernaturally to God- 1 Cor. 14:2,  

1 Corinthians 14:2 (KJV)  
2  For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: 
for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries. 
 

3) Mysteries- 1 Cor. 14:14 KJV & AMP 

1 Corinthians 14:14 (KJV)  
14  For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful.  
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1 Corinthians 14:14 (AMP)  
14  For if I pray in an [unknown] tongue, my spirit [by the Holy Spirit within me] prays, but my 

mind is unproductive [it bears no fruit and helps nobody].  

 
b) Edifying (Building up) yourself-1 Cor. 14:4 

1 Corinthians 14:4 (KJV)  
4  He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the 

church. 

c) Magnifying God- Acts 10:45-46 

Acts 10:45-46 (KJV)  
45  And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, 

because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.  
46  For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, 

 

d) 1 Cor. 14:15- One may pray and sing in the Spirit-with unknown tongues and with 

understanding. 

1 Corinthians 14:15 (KJV)  
15  What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will 

sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also. 

To pray in the spirit is to do so in an unknown tongue. To pray with understanding is to 
pray in your language. It could also mean: to pray in the spirit with a language your mind 
does not know, but inside your spirit you do understand by revelation what is being 
conveyed to God. 1 Cor. 14:13-15 
Hagin P. 153- “Through the gift of interpretation of tongues, we may know by our 
understanding, as the Spirit wills, what our spirit prays.” 

 
3. The gift of Tongues-(1 Cor. 12:10) A believer speaks a message in an unknown language as the 

Spirit leads in the assembly as a manifestation gift in the body- It must be interpreted (not 

translated)- 1 Cor. 14:5. 

1 Corinthians 14:5 (KJV)  
5   I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather (LB- or more so) that ye prophesied: for greater is 

he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may 

receive edifying. 

 

4. 1 Cor. 14:22-As a sign to the lost speaking known languages to the hearer but unknown to the 

speaker Acts 2.  Sometimes God supernaturally gives a believer a language he does not 

understand but those around him do. 

1 Corinthians 14:22 (KJV)  
22  Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but 

prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe. 


