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The Gifts Defined- 

The Gift of Tongues and  

Interpretation of Tongues Part 2 
 

Gifts are listed in Eph. 4:11, Rom. 12:3-7, 1 Cor. 12:1-12, and 1 Cor. 12:28-30, and are  generally assigned 
to one of three categories, as listed below: 

The Trinity of Gifts: The Motivational gifts, the Ministry gifts, and the Manifestation gifts 

 

 Nine manifestation Gifts defined-1 Cor. 12:7-11 
 Introduction-  

 
One person should not do everything. But technically because the Holy Spirit is in us He may choose at 
any time to manifest any of the gifts through us at any time in our personal or church moments. It is 
possible for all nine manifestation gifts to be manifested at times in each one of us.  
 

A. Traditional Classification- Given to Howard Carter as a revelation from God after a 
serious study of the gifts of the Spirit- Spiritual Gifts P.3 

1. Three Revelation gifts- Spiritual gifts that reveal something. Called the “Knowing” gifts. 

a) The word of wisdom 
The word of wisdom is a fragment of supernatural revelation by the Spirit of God 
concerning the divine purpose, plan and will of God. It generally will always speak of the 
future.  Not just simply “future” events but any directive word that God might give out of 
His knowing the future that would later reflect that. 
 

b) The word of knowledge 
The word of knowledge is a fragment of supernatural revelation by the Spirit of God given 
concerning certain facts past or present in the mind of God about anything. 
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c) The discernings (plural) of spirits (plural) 

Howard Carter “The discerning of spirits is a supernatural revelation of the unseen 
world…if God gives us this gift, then we can look beyond the veil (of natural sight) and see 
into the realm of spirits.”  “…it carries with it the power to judge.”  

2. Three Power gifts- Spiritual gifts that do something 

a) (Supernatural) faith 
A word of faith imparted by the Spirit of God for protection in times of danger, or for divine 
provision, or it may include the ability to impart blessing…Faith is a gift that enables one to 
believe for God to undertake in a supernatural way. 
 

b) The gifts (plural) of healings (plural) 
Kenneth Hagin- The Holy Spirit and His gifts- P. 133 “The gifts of healings are manifested 
for the supernatural healing of sickness and disease without any natural source or means” 
 

c) The workings (plural) of miracles (plural) 
Howard Carter- P.60 “A supernatural manifestation of the power of God that alters, 
suspends, or in some other way controls the laws of nature.  

 

3. Three utterance or Inspirational gifts- Spiritual gifts that say something 

a) Prophecy 
“Prophecy in its simplest form is divinely inspired and anointed utterance. (Usually 

spontaneous-Booth)  It is entirely supernatural. As speaking with tongues is supernatural 

utterance in an unknown tongue, so Prophecy is supernatural utterance in a known 

tongue.” Harold Horton- The gifts of the Spirit P. 159 

 
b) Divers kinds of tongues 

“It is supernatural utterance by the Holy Spirit in languages never learned by the speaker- 

not understood by the mind of the speaker- nearly always not understood by the hearer.” 

Horton P.132 

“It is a language coming from our spirits by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Fuchsia Pickett 

“walking in the Holy Spirit, P.4 

 
c) Interpretation of tongues 

“Interpretation of tongues is the ability given by the Holy Spirit to speak, in a language 

understood by the speaker, the meaning of the words previously spoken in an unknown 

tongue.” Prince P. 154 

Hagin P. 153- “Through the gift of interpretation of tongues, we may know by our 

understanding, as the Spirit wills, what our spirit prays.” 



Larry Booth                                                                                                       Chp 24- Tongues and Interpretation 2 

 

B. Peter’s classification- 1 Peter 4:10-11 Speaking and doing-  

 

REVIEW  

 The gift of Tongues and Interpretation of tongues- 1 Cor. 12:10- 2nd & 3rd in the 
inspirational gifts.  
 
1 Corinthians 12:10 (KJV)  
10   To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers 
kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 

 
A. Introduction-Vocal gifts-Generally under human control   

“One of the first things we have to do in the field of the vocal gifts is learn from the word of God 
the purposes for which they are given, the right way to use them, and the ways we should not use 
them.” Derek Prince-P.155 
 
“They (including prophecy) are the vocal gifts designed as an inspiration in public worship. Of 
these gifts the gift of tongues is by far the most prominent, not to say important” H. Horton P. 131 

 
B. Defined- “diverse kinds of tongues” 1 Cor. 12:10- These two did not operate in the 

Old Testament but was prophesied about in Isaiah 28: 11-14. They are unique to 
this church dispensation of grace.  

  
1. Kinds of tongues 

“Kinds of tongues is the ability given by the Holy Spirit to speak in a language not understood 

by the speaker” Prince P. 154 

“It is a language coming from our spirits by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Fuchsia Pickett 

“walking in the Holy Spirit, P.4 

“It is supernatural utterance by the Holy Spirit in languages never learned by the speaker- not 

understood by the mind of the speaker- nearly always not understood by the hearer.” Horton 

P.132 

“It is incorrect and misleading to talk of the Holy Spirit speaking in tongues unless we are 

careful to understand that thereby we strictly mean that He is the divine inspirer of the 

utterance that comes through human lips and from the depths of the human spirit.”- D. Gee P. 

75. 
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See 1 Cor. 14:14- “If I pray in an unknown tongue…my spirit prays within me” V.1-2 says that 

you are “speaking to God and in mysteries.” 

 

2. Interpretation of tongues- Not a translation 

“Interpretation of tongues is the ability given by the Holy Spirit to speak, in a language 

understood by the speaker, the meaning of the words previously spoken in an unknown 

tongue.” Prince P. 154 

“It is the gift of Interpretation-not Translation- of Tongues. A translation is a rendering from 

one language to another in equivalent words or grammatical terms. An interpretation is a 

declaration of the meaning (see verse 11), and may be very differently stated from the precise 

form of the original. It may be pictorial, parabolic, descriptive or literal, according to the urge 

of the Spirit or the character of the one interpreting. The Greek word in the original means “to 

explain thoroughly”-not to translate.” H. Horton P. 149 

 

C. Kinds of tongues- Greek word is Genos “kinship or family” 

1. Acts 2:1-13- The day of Pentecost- 6am & 9am-  

2. Private and public- Prince P. 158-“If we do not clearly understand the difference, we will not 

be able to comprehend the context of what Paul said concerning the different aspects of these 

tongues.” 

3. 1 Cor. 14:18-19- Paul teaches the difference here 

D. The tower of babel revisited- the confusion of languages- Act 2:6-9 
E. Known languages and unknown- 1 Cor. 13:1 
F. How the gift manifest? 

1. Tongues is the evidence of being baptized (filled) with the Spirit-“Though other gifts may be 

manifested as well as it…speaking with tongues is the only evidence I see in the scripture of 

the Baptism in the Holy Ghost.” H. Horton P.131,133 

5 instances in Acts- Acts 2:1-4, 8:5-17, 9:3-18, 10:44-46, 19:1-7 

2. Ones prayer language-Unknown tongues- Men speaking supernaturally to God-edifying self 

and magnifying God-one may sing and pray in tongues and with understanding- Acts 2:4-1, 

Cor. 14:2  

The only way to pray in the spirit is to do so in an unknown tongue. To pray with understanding is 

to pray in your language. It could also mean: to pray in the spirit a language your mind does 

not know, but inside your spirit you do understand by revelation what is being conveyed to 

God. 1 Cor. 14:13-15 
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Hagin P. 153- “Through the gift of interpretation of tongues, we may know by our understanding, 

as the Spirit wills, what our spirit prays.” 

3. The gift of Tongues-(1 Cor. 12:10) A believer speaks a message in an unknown language as the 

Spirit leads in the assembly as a manifestation gift in the body- It must be interpreted- 1 Cor. 

14:5 

4. 1 Cor. 14:22-As a sign to the lost speaking known languages to the hearer but unknown to the 

speaker. Acts 2 

 

INTRO/ REVIEW: 
 
   Acts 2:1-13- The day of Pentecost- 6am & 9am-  

   2 Fold Gift of tongues (divers kinds)- 1Cor.12:10, 28 

1 Corinthians 12:10 (KJV)  
10   To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another 
divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 
 
1 Corinthians 12:28 (KJV)  
28  And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that 
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. 

 
1. Prayer language given at the baptism of the Spirit-unknown to the speaker 

This incorporates all the ways we have to use our prayer language to God. See Acts 2:4, 1 Cor. 

14:14, Romans 8:26-27, 1 Cor., 14:2, 4, 14-15, Acts 10:45-46. Keep in mind an unknown 

tongue to you that you might be praying in, could be an earthly language, or multiple known 

earthly languages, or you might be using an angelic language. 

 
2. The manifestation gift of tongues “to men”-1 Cor. 12:10 

 
a) In the church service edifying others- 1 Cor. 14:5 

 

b) In the world with unbelievers and unlearned as a sign (those not baptized with the Spirit) 

hear a believer speak supernaturally in their language-1 Cor. 14:22, Acts 2:6 

       
So “divers Kinds” of tongues could be defined: 

 
Different kinds of known languages-this is not probable (they are supernatural) 

1. Different kinds of languages, i.e. Known and unknown languages- Men and angels 
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2. Different ways tongues are used, i.e. Private and public/prayer language & Manifestation gift 

in the congregation. 

3. Different aspects of uses i.e. Prayer, praise, rebuke, exhortation-D. Prince 

4. Combination of all of these? 

 

G. The twofold purpose of the gift of supernatural Interpretation of tongues 

 

1. Interpreting your own tongue. Either in the public use or private use-1 Cor. 14:13-15.  

1 Corinthians 14:13-15 (KJV)  
13  Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may interpret.  
14  For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful.  
15  What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing 

with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.  

However, it is not necessary that everything we utter in private in an unknown tongue needs 

to be interpreted. 

2. Interpreting in the public service for someone else’s tongue-Speak the words God gives you 1 

Cor. 14:27 – 

1 Corinthians 14:27-28 (KJV)  
27  If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, and that by 

course; and let one interpret.  
28  But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, and 

to God. 

3. My first time interpreting. 

 

 

H. Guidelines/ Regulation uses of these gifts-Why? Too much tongues in meetings, 
and too many tongues not being interpreted.(Gee P. 76) 

  
1. 1 Cor. 13:1- Tongues without spiritual maturity and love is shallow. 

1 Corinthians 13:1 (KJV)  
1  Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as 

sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.  

 

2. 1 Cor. 14:23, 26, 33- The public use of this gift is properly used in a church setting with the 

entire group being believers. In a meeting where many unbelievers are, to have everyone 

praying in tongues aloud is not encouraged by Paul. 
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1 Corinthians 14:23 (KJV)  
23  If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, and all speak with tongues, and 

there come in those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad? 

1 Corinthians 14:26 (KJV)  
26  How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, 

hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.  

1 Corinthians 14:33 (KJV)  
33  For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints. 

 

3. 1 Cor. 14:6- Speaking in tongues to each other is unprofitable unless there is an interpretation 

or revelation that comes with it, V.9-11 

1 Corinthians 14:6 (KJV)  
6   Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you, except I shall 

speak to you either by revelation, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine?  

1 Corinthians 14:9-11 (KJV)  
9  So likewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be understood, how shall it be known 

what is spoken? for ye shall speak into the air.  
10   There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them is without 

signification.  
11  Therefore if I know not the meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, 

and he that speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me. 

“The normal spiritual gift for a “message” is the gift of prophecy, unless the Lord has a special 

purpose in using the gift of tongues as a “sign.” Gee P.76 

 

4. You should pray to interpret unknown tongues and songs yourself if no one interprets- 1 Cor. 

14:13-17 

1 Corinthians 14:13-16 (KJV)  
13  Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may interpret.  
14  For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful.  
15  What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing 

with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.  
16  Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned 

say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest?  

 

5. 1 Cor. 14:18-19- The gift of Tongues (a message) without interpretation or understanding is 

forbidden. 

1 Corinthians 14:18-19 (KJV)  
18  I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all:  
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19  Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might 

teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue. 

 

6. 1 Cor. 14:26- Everything should be done to build up the church and individuals. This is the 

true test of the gift. Note: a message in tongues is usually to men, so also should the 

interpretation be to men like prophecy. 

1 Corinthians 14:26 (KJV)  
26  How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, 

hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.  

 

7. 1 Cor. 14:27-In public meetings the command is that no more than three messages in tongues 

should be given in any one service, and that, provided they are truly interpreted. The order 

should be by course with the first message being interpreted before a second, if any, is given. 

“Let one (at a time) interpret.” 

8. 1 Cor. 14:28- If there is no interpretation and he does not interpret himself (V. 13) the tongue, 

he should keep silent in the church. 

9. 1 Cor.14:30- There should be no competition. If one thinks he can interpret better he should 

keep silent after one has already done so, even if he is more seasoned to do so. 

10. 1 Cor. 14:32-33- One must always be flowing WITH the Holy Spirit and not out of control 

causing confusion in the church. V28 He should be mature enough and in self-control. The 

Holy Spirit will flow with the leadership. 

“As with every gift of the Spirit, the gift of tongues operates only as the Spirit will. No one 
should try to operate this gift in the public assembly without the unction of the Holy Spirit.” 
Hagin P.155 

11. 1 Cor. 14:39- Do not forbid the speaking in tongues in church-Even with errors Paul said 

tongues are important. Balance not extinction. 

“I saw in a room used as a Pentecostal Assembly hall not long ago a row of fearsome-looking 

scarlet buckets labelled “FIRE!” Of course they contained water! That is the trouble with the 

churches today. They have got water but no fire. They are much handier with buckets than 

with brands. Fear is a fine slayer of oxen and quencher of heavenly fire.” Horton P. 143 

12. 1 Cor. 14:40- Everything should be done decently and in order (fixed succession and under 

authority.) 

 

I. Distinguishing between private tongues (evidence) and the gift of tongues 
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1. Generally, one is to God (1 Cor. 14:1-2) and the other usually to men although “giving of 
thanks” can be included in a Tongue/interpretation- See 1 Cor. 14:15-17 

2. Hagin P. 153-“Tongues is primarily a devotional gift” personal prayer 
3. 1 Cor. 12:30-  

Q. Do all “speak with tongues meaning do all have the “gift of tongues?” This is referring to the 
manifestation gift of message in tongues operating in the church. 

 A. No- nor does everybody have all the other gifts also. This is not referring to our prayer 
language. Jesus and Peter both stated all should have them. Mark 16:17, Acts 1:4-8, Acts 2:38-
39 

4. Errors have occurred because some fail to understand the difference 
5. Paul Encouraged all to “Speak in tongues” but more so to prophecy- 14:1,5 

 

J. Tongues will cease when Jesus comes back-1 Cor. 13:8-10 

1 Corinthians 13:8-10 (KJV)  
8  Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they 
shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.  
9  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.  
10  But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 

 
 “Fail” means “abolished or destroyed” and “cease” means “to stop.” 

 
K. How you can receive the gifts-  

“In order to receive things from God, you must first have knowledge. God cannot bless ignorance” 
Sumrall P.171.  In Matt. 4:23 Jesus taught, preached then healed. 
 
1. Receive the promise (Acts 2:38-9)  
2. By divine revelation (Acts 10:44-45)  
3. The laying on of hands (Acts 8:17)  
4. By desiring them (1 Cor. 14:1) 

 

L. Conclusion- For all to profit- 1 Cor. 12:7, 11 

 
1 Corinthians 12:7 (KJV)  
7  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:11 (KJV)  
11  But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. 

 
1. For all to profit- 
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 1 Corinthians 12:7 (HCSB)  

 A demonstration of the Spirit is given to each person to produce what is beneficial:  

1 Cor. 12:7 AMP- But to each one is given the manifestation of the [Holy] Spirit [the evidence, the 

spiritual illumination of the Spirit] for good and profit. 

 1 Cor. 12:7 NASB- But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 

    
2 Timothy 1:6 (KJV)  

Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the 

putting on of my hands.  

 
2. Expect the religious and unlearned to express disapproval and to mock when the 

supernatural gifts are in operation. 

Acts 2:5, 12-14- They were all amazed, “What means this?”, “These men are full of new 

wine!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


