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I. Three questions that are asked about Spiritual gifts: 
 

A. 1st Question: What does the Bible mean by “manifestations?”  

1 Corinthians 12:7 (HCSB)  
7  A demonstration of the Spirit is given to each person to produce what is beneficial:  
 
 

Review: In 1 Cor. 2:1-2 Paul said he did not come with excellence of speech, but in 
demonstration of the power of God 

 
1 Corinthians 2:1-5 (HCSB)  
1  When I came to you, brothers, announcing the testimony of God to you, I did not come with 
brilliance of speech or wisdom.  
2  For I didn’t think ⌊it was a good idea⌋ to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified.  
3  I came to you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.  
4  My speech and my proclamation were not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a powerful 
demonstration by the Spirit,  
5  so that your faith might not be based on men’s wisdom but on God’s power.  
 

 
 

B. 2nd Question: What are the purposes of Spiritual gifts? 
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1. The purpose is to enable all believers to do the works of Christ and to carry on the same 

work that He began both to do and to teach- Acts 1:1-2, 1 Cor. 1:4-7. 

 
Acts 1:1-2 (KJV)  
1  The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,  
2  Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given 

commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen:  

1 Corinthians 1:4-7 (KJV)  
4  I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ;  
5  That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge;  
6  Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you:  
7  So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

 The gifts will continue till he comes. 
 

2. To empower the church as one body with many gifts-1 Cor. 12:12-27, 1 Cor. 14:26,  

Ephesians 5:10-19, Col 3:12-16 

1 Corinthians 14:26 (KJV)  
26  How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a 

doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto 

edifying.  

Ephesians 5:18-19 (KJV)  
18  And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;  
19  Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody 

in your heart to the Lord; 

Colossians 3:12-17 (KJV)  
12  Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 

humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;  
13  Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: 

even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.  
14  And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.  
15  And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and 

be ye thankful.  
16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one 

another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.  
17  And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God and the Father by him.  

 
3. They were given to confirm the gospel and demonstrate the power of God among men: 

Mark 16:15-20, Heb. 2:3-4, 1 Cor. 14:24-25 “God is in you of a truth.” 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+1%3A1-2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+1%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mk+16%3A15-20
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+2%3A3-4
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Mark 16:15-20 (KJV)  
15  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  
16  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.  
17  And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they 

shall speak with new tongues;  
18  They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they 

shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.  
19  So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the 

right hand of God.  
20  And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming 

the word with signs following. Amen.  

Hebrews 2:3-4 (KJV)  
3  How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by 

the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;  
4  God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and 

gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will? 

1 Corinthians 14:24-25 (KJV)  
24  But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is 

convinced of all, he is judged (Gk. Discerned or examined) of all:  
25  And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; and so falling down on his face he will 

worship God, and report that God is in you of a truth. 

 
4. To show forth the fullness of the gospel-  

Romans 15:18-19 (KJV)  
18  For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by 
me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed,  
19  Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from 
Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.  
Romans 15:28-29 (KJV)  
28  When therefore I have performed this, and have sealed to them this fruit, I will come 
by you into Spain.  
29  And I am sure that, when I come unto you, I shall come in the fulness of the blessing of 
the gospel of Christ.   
 

5. To do greater works- John 14:12. "God hath set some in the church, first apostles, 

secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, 

governments, diversities of tongues . . . But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I 

unto you a more excellent way . . . Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts" 1 Cor. 

12:28-30; 14:1 

John 14:12-14 (KJV)  
12  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and 

greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+14%3A12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+12%3A28-30
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+12%3A28-30
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+14%3A1
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13  And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the 

Son.  
14  If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. 

1 Corinthians 12:28-31 (KJV)  
28  And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, 

after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.  
29  Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles?  
30  Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret?  
31  But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way. 

1 Corinthians 14:1 (KJV)  
1  Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.  

The better way is: with love to operate in spiritual gifts 
 

“These and other Scriptures state the purpose of spiritual gifts. God's purpose has not 
changed. It will be the same throughout this age”- Dake Topical Index. 

 
6. 1 Cor. 1:27-29- To have a “Spiritual” ministry in the church that confounds the wise 

(worldly wise) to bring to naught things that are…1 Cor. 2:4 

1 Corinthians 1:27-29 (KJV)  
27  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath 

chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;  
28  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and 

things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:  
29  That no flesh should glory in his presence. 

1 Corinthians 2:4 (KJV)  
4  And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 

 
Donald Gee: 

“Having established the principle that all true Christian ministry springs from a divine 
equipment, it is well to pause for a moment to measure how far we have wandered from 
this principle today when men are accepted for the work of the ministry who do not even 
have any real witness to the New Birth, let alone the baptism in the Holy Ghost, which is 
the first great essential for effective service.”1 

 
7. To empower for service to witness-  

Acts 1:8 (KJV)  
8  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 

                                                      
1 Gee, Donald. (1935) Concerning Spiritual Gifts . BookMasters. Kindle Edition. P. 26-27 
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witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 

part of the earth. 

 “Moreover, the witness of the corporate life of the church was intended to be a 
supernatural witness…The effective power for such witnessing was to be the Holy Spirit 
coming upon believers.” Gee- Concerning Spiritual Gifts Pg. 26 

 

R.A. Torrey 1885- “While insisting that the Baptism with the Spirit is primarily, for the 
purpose of empowering for service, it should be added that the Baptism is 
accompanied by a great moral uplift. It ought to mean and usually does means a 
transformed life as well as a transformed ministry…“He shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost, and with fire.” (Matt. 3:11.) When we notice that here fire seems to be 
contrasted with water in the earlier part of the verse, it is hard to avoid the conclusion 
that the cleansing power of fire is partly in mind. If this be so, then the Baptism with 
the Holy Spirit which is primarily an energizing process, is also a revealing, refining, 
consuming, illuminating process, and one by which we are made to glow with love to 
God, and love to man, and love to souls.”2 
 
 

8. For the common good of the body 

"To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good." 1 Corinthians 12:7 

(RSV). 

1 Corinthians 12:7 (MSG)  
7  Each person is given something to do that shows who God is: Everyone gets in on it, everyone 

benefits. All kinds of things are handed out by the Spirit, and to all kinds of people! 

 
Paul says they are also given to the Body of Christ for the common good to make that 
Body whole and complete. All the gifts are included as part of the whole manifestation of 
God in the Church. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:11-12 (HCSB)  
11  But one and the same Spirit is active in all these, distributing to each person as He wills.  
12  For as the body is one and has many parts, and all the parts of that body, though many, are 

one body—so also is Christ.  

Paul ties the distribution of all the gifts of the Spirit mentioned before to making the 
Body of Christ complete on the earth. By implication, while we are here, those gifts are 
necessary for that wholeness: for by those gifts we are built up in the common good of 
all. 

 
 

                                                      
2 Torrey, R. A. The Baptism with the Holy Spirit. New York; Chicago: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1895. Print. 


