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I. Three questions that are asked about Spiritual gifts: 

A. 1st Question: What does the Bible mean by “manifestations?” 1 Cor. 12:7 
HCSB 

In 1 Cor. 2:1-2 Paul said he did not come with excellence of speech, but in demonstration of 
the power of God 

 

B. 2nd Question: What are the purposes of Spiritual gifts? 

To empower for service to witness- Acts 1:8 
 

 “Moreover, the witness of the corporate life of the church was intended to be a supernatural 
witness…The effective power for such witnessing was to be the Holy Spirit coming upon 
believers.” Gee- Concerning Spiritual Gifts Pg. 26 

 
 

C. 3rd Question: Are Spiritual gifts for today?  

The gifts and callings are without repentance.  
 
Romans 11:29 (KJV)  
29  For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 
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Harold Horton- “Most churches and denominations accept some variation of the 
"motivational" and "ministry" gifts (perhaps with controversy over the office of apostle 
and prophet). However others completely reject the modern day operation of the 9 
charismatic gifts listed in 1 Cor. 12:1-12. In brief, their view is taken from an 
interpretation of 1 Cor. 13:8-10, claiming that such spectacular gifts were only intended 
as a short-lived, supernatural lift to help the early church get started -- that they 
vanished after the last Apostles of Jesus died, when the scriptures took their place.” 
Harold Horton-The gifts of the Spirit-Pg. 29 under “reasons for neglecting the gifts.”  

 
Below are 3 of the 5 arguments found in Donald Gee’s book “Concerning Spiritual Gifts” P. 
19-21 and adapted. 
 

1. Argument #1- “The Lord withdrew these manifestations of His Holy Spirit at the close 

of the apostolic age.” 

a) Romans 11:29- The gifts are without repentance. He didn’t change his mind after 
He gave the gifts to men. 

 
Romans 11:29 (KJV)  
29  For the gifts (Gr. Charisma: gifts of grace) and calling (Gr. Klesis: invitation, vocation) of 
God are without repentance. 

b) Hebrews 13:8- He is the same through the ages 

Hebrews 13:8 (KJV)  
8  Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 

c) Mark 16:20-signs to follow believers, “even to the end of the age.” Matt. 28:19-20 
found in the great commission. 

Mark 16:20 (KJV)  
20  And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and 
confirming the word with signs following. Amen. 

Matthew 28:19-20 (KJV)  
19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  
20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

d) 1 Cor. 13:8-10- explained. Early church fathers believed this meant until Jesus 
returns (see Eusebius the historian below).  

1 Corinthians 13:8-10 (KJV)  
8  Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail (cease); whether 
there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.  



Larry Booth                                                                                                  Chp 6- Are spiritual gifts for today? 

9  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.  
10  But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 

Jesus is that which is perfect! His return when we see Him face to face. 

1 Corinthians 13:11-12 (KJV)  
11  When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but 

when I became a man, I put away childish things.  
12  For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but 

then shall I know even as also I am known. 

 “Cessationism is a Protestant doctrine that spiritual gifts such as speaking in 
tongues, prophecy and healing ceased with the Apostolic Age. Reformers such as 
John Calvin originated this view… Writing in 1918, Benjamin Warfield reasserted the 
view that the gifts ceased with the death of the last of the apostles, arguing that 
only the apostles could confer the gifts upon other Christians.[6]” 1  -Wikipedia 

The very Scripture that explains gifts will endure till Christ comes, has been 
misinterpreted to teach cessationism. Why do these folks hardly ever quote the 
rest of the passage? 

1 Corinthians 13:11-12 (KJV)  
11  When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but 
when I became a man, I put away childish things.  
12  For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but 
then shall I know even as also I am known. 

Early church fathers always quoted 1 John 3:2 with these verses.  

1 John 3:2 (KJV)  
2  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but 
we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 

e) Acts 8:14- Those who believed the gifts ceased from the church after the last 
apostle died use Acts 8 as an example. They say only the original apostles could lay 
hands on people to confer the gifts. They use Philip as an example saying he could 
not lay hands on the Samaritans because he was not an apostle. He called Peter 

                                                      
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cessationism_versus_continuationism. Note [6] Warfield, B B. Counterfeit miracles. Banner of 

Truth Trust. p. 23. ISBN 085151166X. Retrieved 10 December 2019. "The connection of the supernatural gifts with the Apostles 

is so obvious that one wonders that so many students have missed it, and have sought an account of them in some other quarter. The 

true account has always been recognized, however, by some of the more careful students of the subject It has been clearly set forth, 

for example, by Bishop Kaye. 'I may be allowed to state the conclusion,' he writes, 'to which I have myself been led by a comparison of 

the statements in the Book of Acts with the writings of the Fathers of the second century. My conclusion then is, that the power of 

working miracles was not extended beyond the disciples upon whom the Apostles conferred it by the imposition of their hands.' 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestantism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glosalalia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glosalalia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prophecy#Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faith_healing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostolic_age
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Calvin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B._B._Warfield
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cessationism_versus_continuationism#cite_note-warfield2-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cessationism_versus_continuationism
https://archive.org/details/counterfeitmirac00warf
https://archive.org/details/counterfeitmirac00warf/page/n38
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/085151166X
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and John to do it. Philip was just giving due respect to the apostles when he 
invited them down there.  

Acts 8:14-17 (KJV)  
14  Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the 
word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:  
15  Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy 
Ghost:  
16  (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of 
the Lord Jesus.)  
17  Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.  
18  And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was 
given, he offered them money,  
19  Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the 
Holy Ghost.  
20  But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that 
the gift of God may be purchased with money. 

Simon saw the Holy Ghost manifested in tongues when these folks had hands laid on 
them and wanted the power to do this. These folks had already gotten saved so this 
was a different experience. If we find one example in Scripture where a non-apostle 
laid hands on someone to receive gifts, than this theory is debunked. There is a 
scriptural example of one who wasn’t an apostle to lay hands- In Acts 9:10-12, 17, 
Ananias when he prayed for Saul/Paul to receive supernatural gifts. 

Acts 9:10-12 (KJV)  
10  And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord 
in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord.  
11  And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and 
enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth,  
12  And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, 
that he might receive his sight.  
 
Acts 9:17 (KJV)  
17  And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him 
said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou 
camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy 
Ghost. 
 

Paul in the introduction to his teaching to the Corinthian church makes this 
statement about the charisma gifts: 
 
1 Corinthians 1:7-8 (KJV)  
7  So that ye come behind in no gift (Gr,-Charisma); waiting for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ:  
8  Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
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2. Argument #2- “History proves that the gifts ceased with the apostles.” 1 Cor. 1:4-7- 

speaks of gifts till Jesus comes. (See “Historical evidences” below). 

1 Corinthians 1:4-8 (KJV)  
4  I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ;  
5  That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge;  
6  Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you:  
7  So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:  
8  Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

The Encyclopedia Britannica (vol. 27: pp. 7 and 10; 11th edition) says that the 
Glossolalia, (or speaking with tongues) "recurs in Christian revivals in every age; e.g., 
among the mendicant friars of the thirteenth century, among the Jansenists and early 
Quakers, the converts of Wesley and Whitfield, the persecuted Protestants of the 
Cevennes, and the Irvingites."  

“It is a serious thing to accuse God of withdrawing these gifts if the real fact is that 
the church lost them through lukewarmness!” Donald Gee- Concerning Spiritual 
Gifts Pg. 21.  

Some examples follow: 

Martin Luther- “Luther was easily the greatest evangelist after the Apostles: As 
full of deep love for the Lord as John; as quick in deed as Peter; as deep in 
thought as Paul; as keen and strong in word as Elias; as restless against God's 
enemies as David. Prophet and Evangelist, both speaker in tongues and 
interpreter in one person, having all the gifts of grace, and being a light and pillar 
of the church.” Dr. ph. Theodor Sauer, History of the Christian Church-Vol 3 Page 
406, Rudolf Kuntze's Verlagsbuchhandlung. 1859. 

John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, certainly would have agreed. In his 
Journal entry for August 15, 1750, he wrote, "I was fully convinced of what I had 
long suspected, 1. That the Montanists, in the second and third centuries, were 
real, scriptural Christians; and, 2. That the grand reason why the miraculous gifts 
were so soon withdrawn, was not only that faith and holiness were well nigh lost; 
but that dry, formal, orthodox men began even then to ridicule whatever gifts 
they had not themselves, and to decry them all as either madness or imposture."  

“Wesley clearly believed that the gifts of the Holy Spirit were relevant for the 
church in any age. He defined them. He described them. He experienced them. 
He defended them.”  
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 -Quoted from Robert Tuttle Jr. “John Wesley and the gifts of the Holy Spirit.” 
Article.2 

 

3. Argument #3- “The New Testament canon is now completed, and so ministry through 

spiritual gifts is no longer needed because we have the written Word.” 

a) “That which is perfect is come,” is supposed by modern cessationist as being the 
written New Testament. Such an argument supposes that early church utterances 
through these gifts had all authority of the scriptures. This is and was NEVER a 
purpose of the Spiritual gifts. 

 
b) The early church always appealed to the O.T. Scriptures (not to their own prophets) 

for doctrinal issues and settlements in every dispute. 

1) The account of Acts- Acts 2:16, 15:15, 28:23 
2) The Jews hoped for salvation in the Scriptures-John 5:38-40 
3) The Jewish Bereans- Acts 17:11 
4) 2 Peter 1:19-21- The Bible- A more sure word of prophecy 

2 Peter 1:19-21 (KJV)  
19  We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take 
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star 
arise in your hearts:  
20  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.  
21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

c) “The purpose of spiritual gifts… were given neither to provide the New Testament 
nor fill the gap while it was being written.” Donald Gee, P.21 

 

4. Other argument exist like miracles and supernatural gifts were only used at the beginning 

of an era or dispensation but pass away after they were not needed. Or that all 

supernatural gifts are demonic today.  These and others are only to do away with, what a 

person rejects or does not understand. Many men in history have been accused to be 

demonic because they displayed supernatural gifts, including Jesus. 

                                                      
2 Tuttle Robert G. Jr., This article is adapted from a series that first appeared in Catalyst, an evangelical newsletter for 

United Methodist seminary students published by A Foundation for Theological Education (AFTE). Tuttle is the professor 

of evangelism in the E. Stanley Jones School of World Missions and Evangelism at Asbury Theological Seminary in 

Wilmore, Kentucky. 

http://www.ats.wilmore.ky.us/psesj.html
http://www.ats.wilmore.ky.us/
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Matthew 12:24 (KJV)  
24  But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by 
Beelzebub the prince of the devils. 

 

5. Historical Evidences for Argument #2 

 
Irenaeus, Tertullian, Chrysostom, Augustine, all refer to these gifts as being still existent 
in their own times. 

 
a) AD 35-108- Ignatius of Antioch- Was a Christian prophet with a high regard for the 

gifts of the Spirit. A friend of John and Polycarp. Was martyred in the Circus Maximus 
in Rome. In his letter to Polycarp he wrote: 
 
“If thou lovest the good disciples, no thanks are due to thee on that account; but 
rather seek by meekness to subdue the more troublesome. Every kind of wound is 
not healed with the same plaster. Mitigate violent attacks [of disease] by gentle 
applications. Be in all things “wise as a serpent, and harmless always as a dove.” For 
this purpose thou art composed of both soul and body, art both fleshly and spiritual, 
that thou mayest correct those [evils] that present themselves visibly before thee; 
and as respects those that are not seen, mayest pray that these should be revealed to 
thee, so that thou mayest be wanting in nothing, but mayest abound in every gift 
(Spiritual gift- a form of Charisma). The times call upon thee to pray. For as the wind 
aids the pilot of a ship, and as havens are advantageous for safety to a tempest-
tossed vessel, so is also prayer to thee, in order that thou mayest attain to God.”3 
 
Then in his letter to the Philadelphians he describes a prophetic word from God 
revealed by the Spirit: 
“For though some would have deceived me according to the flesh, yet my spirit is not 
deceived; for I have received it from God. For it knows both whence it comes and 
whither it goes, and detects the secrets [of the heart]. For when I was among you, I 
cried, I spoke with a loud voice—the word is not mine, but God’s—Give heed to the 
bishop, and to the presbytery and deacons. But if ye suspect that I spake thus, as 
having learned beforehand the division caused by some among you, He is my witness, 
for whose sake I am in bonds, that I learned nothing of it from the mouth of any man. 
But the Spirit made an announcement to me, saying as follows: Do nothing without 

                                                      
3 Ignatius of Antioch. “The Epistle of Ignatius to Polycarp.” The Apostolic Fathers with Justin Martyr and Irenaeus. Ed. Alexander 

Roberts, James Donaldson, and A. Cleveland Coxe. Vol. 1. Buffalo, NY: Christian Literature Company, 1885. 94. Print. The Ante-Nicene 

Fathers. 
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the bishop; keep your bodies as the temples of God; love unity; avoid divisions; be ye 
followers of Paul, and of the rest of the apostles, even as they also were of Christ.”4 
 
 

b) ?-99- Clement of Rome- Saint Clement of Rome, is listed by Irenaeus and Tertullian as 
Bishop of Rome, holding office from 88 to his death in 99.  Probably the third or 
fourth Bishop after Peter. Clement was said to have been consecrated by Saint Peter, 
and He seems to have been at Philippi with St. Paul (A.D. 57)5. He is known to have 
been a leading member of the church in Rome in the late 1st century.  
 
“Let our whole body, then, be preserved in, Christ Jesus; and let every one be subject 
to his neighbour, according to the special gift (A form of charisma is used in the 
original) bestowed upon him”6 
 

c) 115-202- Irenaeus who was a pupil of Polycarp, who was a disciple of the Apostle 
John wrote in Against Heresies Book 5: 
 
“For this reason does the apostle declare, “We speak wisdom among them that are 
perfect,” (1 cor. 2:6) terming those persons “perfect” who have received the Spirit of 
God, and who through the Spirit of God do speak in all languages, as he used Himself 
also to speak. In like manner we do also hear many brethren in the Church, who 
possess prophetic gifts, and who through the Spirit speak all kinds of languages, and 
bring to light for the general benefit the hidden things of men, and declare the 
mysteries of God, whom also the apostle terms “spiritual,” they being spiritual 
because they partake of the Spirit, and not because their flesh has been stripped off 
and taken away, and because they have become purely spiritual.” 7 
 
Elsewhere he said, "When God saw it necessary, and the church prayed and fasted 
much, they did miraculous things, even of bringing back the spirit to a dead man." 
(Refutation and Overthrow of False Doctrine, Pg. 174). 

                                                      
4 Ignatius of Antioch. “The Epistle of Ignatius to the Philadelphians.” The Apostolic Fathers with Justin Martyr and Irenaeus. Ed. 

Alexander Roberts, James Donaldson, and A. Cleveland Coxe. Vol. 1. Buffalo, NY: Christian Literature Company, 1885. 84. Print. The 

Ante-Nicene Fathers. 

5 Roberts, Alexander, James Donaldson, and A. Cleveland Coxe, eds. “Introductory Note to the First Epistle of Clement to the 

Corinthians.” The Apostolic Fathers with Justin Martyr and Irenaeus. Vol. 1. Buffalo, NY: Christian Literature Company, 1885. 1. Print. 

The Ante-Nicene Fathers. 

6 Clement of Rome. “The First Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians.” The Apostolic Fathers with Justin Martyr and Irenaeus. Ed. 

Alexander Roberts, James Donaldson, and A. Cleveland Coxe. Vol. 1. Buffalo, NY: Christian Literature Company, 1885. 15. Print. The 

Ante-Nicene Fathers. 

7 Irenaeus of Lyons. “Irenæus against Heresies.” The Apostolic Fathers with Justin Martyr and Irenaeus. Ed. Alexander Roberts, James 

Donaldson, and A. Cleveland Coxe. Vol. 1. Buffalo, NY: Christian Literature Company, 1885. 531. Print. The Ante-Nicene Fathers. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irenaeus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tertullian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Peter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity_in_the_1st_century
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      "We have heard of many of the brethren who have foreknowledge of the future, 

visions, and prophetic utterances; others, by laying-on of hands, heal the sick and 

restore them to health" (Against Heresies, 2:32,4).  

      "We hear of many members of the church who have prophetic gifts, and, by the 

Spirit speak with all kinds of tongues, and bring men's secret thoughts to light for 

their own good, and expound the mysteries of God" (Against Heresies, 5:6,1).  

      "It is impossible to enumerate the charisms which throughout the world the 

church has received from God" (Against Heresies, 2:32,4). 

 

d) 100-165- Justin Martyr 
 
Chapter 39 of the Dialogue with Trypho:  

“[some] are also receiving gifts, each as he is worthy, illumined through the name of 

this Christ. For one receives the spirit of understanding, another of counsel, another 

of strength, another of healing, another of foreknowledge, another of teaching, and 

another of the fear of God.” 

Also at the beginning of chapter 82-“For the prophetical gifts (Greek, prophetika 

charismata) remain with us, even to the present time.“’ 

 
e) 160-220- Tertullian- 

 
The Latin Church father Tertullian A.D. 160-220 
“Let Marcion then exhibit, as gifts of his god, some prophets, such as have not spoken 
by human sense, but with the Spirit of God, such as have both predicted things to 
come, and have made manifest the secrets of the heart; let him produce a psalm, a 
vision, a prayer —only let it be by the Spirit, in an ecstasy, that is, in a rapture, 
whenever an interpretation of tongues has occurred to him; let him show to me also, 
that any woman of boastful tongue in his community has ever prophesied from 
amongst those specially holy sisters of his. Now all these signs (of spiritual gifts) are 
forthcoming from my side without any difficulty, and they agree, too, with the rules, 
and the dispensations, and the instructions of the Creator; therefore without doubt 
the Christ, and the Spirit, and the apostle, belong severally to my God.” -The five 
books against Marcion8 

f) 135-200’s The Montanist 

                                                      
8 Tertullian. “The Five Books against Marcion.” Latin Christianity: Its Founder, Tertullian. Ed. Alexander Roberts, James Donaldson, and 

A. Cleveland Coxe. Trans. Peter Holmes. Vol. 3. Buffalo, NY: Christian Literature Company, 1885. 446–447. Print. The Ante-Nicene 

Fathers. 
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“It was a prophetic movement that called for a reliance on the spontaneity of the 
Holy Spirit and a more conservative personal ethic. Parallels have been drawn 
between Montanism and modern-day movements such as Pentecostalism, the 
charismatic movement, and the New Apostolic Reformation” Wikipedia 
  

g) 260-340- Eusebius the historian himself concludes that the charismata were all still in 

operation down to the time in which Irenaeus lived (Ecclesiastical History, 5:7,6). 

Eusebius Pamphili, was a historian of Christianity, exegete, and Christian polemicist 

who wrote in Greek. He became the bishop of Caesarea Maritima about 314 AD. 

Together with Pamphilus, he was a scholar of the Biblical canon and is regarded as an 

extremely well learned Christian of his time.  

 

h) Mid 100’s Claudius Apollinarius is quoted by Eusebius as saying that "the prophetic gifts 

must continue in the church until the final coming, as the apostle insists" (EH, 5:17,4). 

Apollinarius of Hierapolis, early Christian Apologist. His writings included a ‘Defence of 

the Faith’, presented to Marcus Aurelius (prob. in 172),9 

 

“And again after a little he says: “For if after Quadratus and Ammia in Philadelphia, as 

they assert, the women with Montanus received the prophetic gift, let them show who 

among them received it from Montanus and the women. For the apostle thought it 

necessary that the prophetic gift should continue in all the Church until the final 

coming. But they cannot show it, though this is the fourteenth year since the death of 

Maximilla. (This was refuted obviously because this movement did continue on for 

hundreds years. Apollinarius believed in the prophetic gifts continuing till the Lord’s 

return as others during this time did, but was against the ecstatic prophetic utterances 

that were being displayed with the Montanist.) ”9 10  

 

i) 310-403 Epiphanius, perhaps the most vocal opponent of the Montanists, did not attack 

them because they practiced the gifts of the Spirit. Indeed, he declared that "the 

charism [of prophecy] is not inoperative in the church. Quite the opposite. . . . The holy 

                                                      
9 Cross, F. L., and Elizabeth A. Livingstone, eds. The Oxford dictionary of the Christian Church 2005 : 86. Print. 

9 On the date of Maximilla’s death, see the previous chapter, note 32. To what utterance of “the apostle” ὸ απόστολος, which 

commonly means Paul) our author is referring, I am not able to discover. I can find nothing in his writings, nor indeed in the New 

Testament, which would seem to have suggested the idea which he here attributes to the apostle. The argument is a little obscure, but 

the writer apparently means to prove that the Montanists are not a part of the true Church, because the gift of prophecy is a mark of 

that Church, and the Montanists no longer possess that gift. This seems a strange accusation to bring against the Montanists,—we 

might expect them to use such an argument against the Catholics. In fact, we know that the accusation is not true, at least not entirely 

so; for we know that there were Montanistic prophetesses in Tertullian’s church in Carthage later than this time, and also that there 

was still a prophetess at the time Apollonius wrote (see chap. 18, § 6), which was some years later than this (see chap. 18, note 3). 

Philip Schaff and Henry Wace 
10 Eusebius of Caesaria. “The Church History of Eusebius.” Eusebius: Church History, Life of Constantine the Great, and Oration in Praise 

of Constantine. Ed. Philip Schaff and Henry Wace. Trans. Arthur Cushman McGiffert. Vol. 1. New York: Christian Literature Company, 

1890. 234. Print. A Select Library of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Second Series. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Spirit_(Christianity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pentecostalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charismatic_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Apostolic_Reformation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exegete
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christainity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polemicist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caesarea_Maritima
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pamphilus_of_Caesarea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical_canon
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church of God welcomes the same [charisms] as the Montanists, but ours are real 

charisms, authenticated for the church by the Holy Spirit" (Panarion, 48). 

 

j) 354-430 Augustine 
One other example of some note is Augustine (354-430), who early on espoused 

cessationism. While it is true that Augustine originally considered miracles to have 

ceased, he changed his mind later in life under the influence of the North African 

revival.11 In his later writings he retracted his denial of the ongoing reality of the 

miraculous and carefully documented no fewer than 70 instances of divine healing in 

his own diocese during a two-year span (see his City of God, Book XXII, chps. 8-10). 

 

k) 731- The Venerable Bede's Ecclesiastical History of the English People, written in AD 

731 is full of miraculous accounts interwoven with verifiable history. He quotes 

Gregory the Great, who remarks in a letter in 601 AD on the effectiveness of the 

miracles in producing conversion among the heathen. The miracles were apparently 

considered a norm of the missionary work of the Church: This letter is one of the most 

precious records in all of the history of Christian literature. In it, Gregory does not 

marvel at miracles or revel in them. He accepts them as a fact of life.12 

 
l) 1173-1300’s During the dark middle ages they appeared among the persecuted 

Waldenses and Albigenses 

“According to the Albigenses and other Cathars, the consolamentum was an 
immersion (or baptism) in the Holy Spirit. It implied reception of all spiritual gifts 
including absolution from sin, spiritual regeneration, and the power to preach and 
elevation to a higher plane of perfection… Laying on of hands was always part of the 
ceremony. Some historians have stated that incidences of ecstatic utterances during 
consolamentum was actually glossolalia, or "speaking in tongues," which demanded 
that the rite be even more secretly guarded since this phenomenon occurring outside 
of the Church was considered witchcraft and was punishable by death.” Wikipedia- 
Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie (1975). Montaillou: The Promised Land of Error. Random 
House/editions Gilmard. 

m) 1400-1500’s The reformers 

1483-1546 Martin Luther: 

                                                      
11 Augustine City of God, Book 22, Chapter 8 http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/npnf102.toc.html 
12 Ibid. See also http://www.graciouscall.org/books/history/2_ch01.htm [text search on miracle] 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptism_with_the_Holy_Spirit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glossolalia
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/npnf102.toc.html
http://www.graciouscall.org/books/history/2_ch01.htm


Larry Booth                                                                                                  Chp 6- Are spiritual gifts for today? 

“How often has it happened and still does that devils have been driven out in the 
name of Christ, also by calling on his name and prayer that the sick have been 
healed?”—Martin Luther, sixteenth century13 

“In a letter in 1545 to one of his followers desiring advise concerning the sick he says, 
"When you depart lay your hands upon the man again and say, `These signs shall 
follow them that believe; they shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover.'" 
And he suited his action to his words on this point; for when they brought him a girl 
saying that she was possessed with a devil, Luther laid his hand on her head, 
appealed to the Lord's promise, "He that believeth on me the works I do shall he do 
also, and greater works than these shall he do," and then prayed to God, with the 
rest of the ministers of the Church, that, for Christ's sake, he would cast the devil out 
of this girl. Perfect recovery is recorded in this instance, as well as in several others 
where he prayed for the sick.”  

1509-1564- John Calvin was anti-Charismatic but acknowledged that it existed in his 
time. 

n) 1630-1700’s The Jansenists, A Catholic/Calvinist group 
o) 1650’s- The early Quakers-George fox 
p) 1700’s The French prophets of Cevennes 
q) 1700’s- The early Methodist 

John Wesley- Although Wesley never emphasized certain gifts such as predictive 
prophecy or tongues and their interpretation, he did regret their loss to Christians in 
general. In his sermon, "The More Excellent Way," he writes, "The cause of this 
[decline of Spiritual gifts following Constantine] was not, (as has been vulgarly 
supposed,) `because there was no more occasion for them,' because all the world 
was become Christians. This is a miserable mistake; not a twentieth part of it was 
then nominally Christian. The real cause was, `the love of many,' almost of all 
Christians, so called, was `waxed cold.' The Christians had no more of the Spirit of 
Christ than the other Heathens. The Son of Man, when he came to examine his 
Church, could hardly `find faith upon earth.' This was the real cause why the 
extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost were no longer to be found in the Christian 
Church; because the Christians were turned Heathens again, and had only a dead 
form left." -Quoted from Robert Tuttle Jr. “John Wesley and the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit.” Article 
 

r) 1800’s- The Irvingite church,  and many outpourings in America 
s) 1900’s Pentecostal outpouring 

 

                                                      
13 Morgan, Robert J. Nelson’s Complete Book of Stories, Illustrations, and Quotes. electronic ed. Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 

2000. Print. 


