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Chapter 9 

Baptized with the Holy Spirit and Salvation- 

Two different experiences 
 

The ministry of Spiritual gifts originates in the Old and New Testaments of the Bible. In the New 
Testament they were commissioned by our Lord Jesus Christ and given by the Holy Spirit. After 
He established His church on the earth and ascended to Heaven, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to 
baptize and equip His church with power and spiritual gifts so that His disciples could continue to 
carry out His ministry in the Earth. While some gifts seem more prominent, the New Testament 
mentions at least 23 that are provided to the church. These gifts are listed in Eph. 4:11, Rom. 
12:3-7, 1 Cor. 12:1-12, and 1 Cor. 12:28-30, and are generally assigned to one of three categories, 
as listed below: 

      The Trinity of Gifts- 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, Ephesians 4:11, Romans 12:1-8 

                The Motivational gifts, the Ministry gifts, and the Manifestation gifts 

Outline so far: 

 Introduction- 1 Corinthians 12:1 not ignorant of Spiritual things 
 

Vs 7-Manifestations-Greek- phanerosis means public or outward expression, also exhibition, and 
comes from phaínō. This word means “to shine forth,” like a flashlight when the switch is turned 
on.  See 1 Cor.14:24-25 
 

 The ministry of the Holy Spirit- What He does- 2 Cor. 3:8-9 Amp 
 Who is the person of the Holy Spirit? The manifested glory of God 
 Three questions that are asked about Spiritual gifts: 

 

A. What does the Bible mean by “manifestations?” 1 Cor. 12:7 HCSB 
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In 1 Cor. 2:1-2 Paul said he did not come with excellence of speech, but in demonstration of 
the power of God 
 

B. What are the purposes of Spiritual gifts? 

To empower for service to witness- Acts 1:8 
 

C. Are Spiritual gifts for today? 1 Cor. 13:8-12, Romans 11:29- 

  

 The beginnings of the baptism of the Holy Spirit in Scripture 
 

“It is not a question of seeking for gifts, but rather a matter of receiving the giver of gifts. Once 
you have the Spirit, and the Spirit has full control of you, the gifts will follow or be manifested by 
the Spirit through you.” David DuPlesis- The Spirit Bade Me Go 

 
 

A. Prophesied by Habakkuk- Hab. 2:14, Numbers 14:21 

God has promised to fill the earth with His glory. It is through His glorious church that God 
intends to bring His glory throughout the whole earth. The glory of God is the Holy Spirit- 
Rom. 6:4, Rom. 8:11 
 

B. Prophesied by Isaiah- Isaiah 28:11-12, 1 Cor. 14:21-22 
C. Prophesied by Joel 2:23, 28-29-Acts 2:16-18 
D. Prophesied by John the Baptist-Matthew 3:11-12 
E. Prophesied by Jesus-Acts 1:1-9 
F. Prophecy fulfilled-Acts 2:4, the church in action- Acts 2:42-43 
G. Promised to all who are saved-Acts 2:38-39 

Acts 2:38-39 (KJV)  
38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  
39  For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as 
the Lord our God shall call. 
 

H. Evidences of the baptism- Acts 2:4, Acts 2:32-33- See and hear 

Acts 2:2-4 (KJV)  
2  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the 
house where they were sitting.  
3  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.  
4  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance. 
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Acts 2:32-33 (KJV)  
32  This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.  
33  Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise 
of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. 
 
 

 The Baptism of the Holy Spirit and salvation-Two different experiences- Paul 
 
A. Acts 19:1-6, Paul taught that receiving the HS follows believing in Jesus. “Have you received 

the Holy Spirit since you believed?” 

Acts 19:1-6 (KJV)  
1  And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper 
coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples,  
2  He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, 
We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.  
3  And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism.  
4  Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that 
they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.  
5  When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  
6  And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with 
tongues, and prophesied.  

 
B. Acts 9:17-18- 3 days later- He was saved, Filled with the Spirit and then water 

baptized. Peter preached in Acts 2:38 to repent, be water baptized and then 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Salvation must come first. 

Acts 9:17-18 (KJV)  
17  And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, 
Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent 
me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.  
18  And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, 
and arose, and was baptized. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:14-18 (KJV)  
14  For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful.  
15  What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing 
with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.  
16  Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned 
say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest?  
17  For thou verily givest thanks well, but the other is not edified.  
18  I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all:  

 
Acts 2:38-39 (KJV)  
38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
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for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  
 
 

C. Galatians 3:2-3,14- The promise of the Spirit- How John knew who it was that 
would baptize with the HP- John 1:31-34 

Galatians 3:2-3 (KJV)  
2  This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of 
faith?  
3  Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? 
 
Galatians 3:14 (KJV)  
14  That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might 
receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 
 
John 1:31-34 (KJV)  
31  And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come 
baptizing with water.  
32  And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode 
upon him.  
33  And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon 
whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth 
with the Holy Ghost.  
34  And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. 
 

 
 Three baptisms of the believer contrasted- Acts 8:14-21, Gal. 3:27 

 

 Water Baptism and the Holy Ghost Baptism 
 
Acts 8:14-21 (KJV)  
14  Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, 
they sent unto them Peter and John:  
15  Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost:  
16  (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)  
17  Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.  
18  And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he 
offered them money,  
19  Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost.  
20  But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God 
may be purchased with money.  
21  Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God.  
 

 Salvation baptism into Christ 
 
Galatians 3:27 (KJV)  
27  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
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Salvation is when the Spirit comes in to indwell the believer and at this time the believer is 
baptized by the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ spiritually-This is the church. What is called the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit is when Jesus baptizes the believer into the Holy Spirit. Some say this is 
ONE baptism, but these are distinctly different. 
 
The modern non-Pentecostal viewpoint-“The baptism of the Spirit is experienced by all who 
believe, at the moment of salvation” The Bible Knowledge Commentary 
F. Dake mentions the three baptisms with scriptures in his “Annotated Bible.” This is where I first 
saw this concept when I was 16 or 17 years old and began preaching it this way. Below is a 
picture printed in Donald Gee’s book “God’s Great Gift” on Page 5 printed in the 1930’s that 
pictures the three baptisms in Scripture. 
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Below is my diagram that I have developed over 30 years of preaching- 

 

 

 

3 Baptisms 

 

Element 

baptized into? 

 

Administrator  (who 

is doing the 

baptizing) 

 

In whose name (who 

authorized it) 

 

What part of man 

is affected? 

 

1 John 5:6-7  Three that testify in: 

Earth                            Heaven 

 

1. Baptism 

of salvation 

 

Jesus- The body 

of Christ-  

Col. 2:11-14 

1 Corinthians 

12:12 

Galatians 3:27 

Romans 6:3 

 

Holy Spirit 

Romans 8:9 

 

 

Holy Spirit 

Titus 3:5- the washing of 

regeneration 

1 Cor. 6:11 

Promise of the Spirit 

Galatians 3:13-14 

 

Spirit 

1 Cor. 6:11 

 

Blood                             The Spirit 

Revelation 1:5 

Washed in blood 

John 19:34 

Hebrews 9:14 

 

2. Baptism 

 of water 

 

Water 

Luke 3:15-18 

Acts 10:47-48 

 

 

Disciples 

John 1:26-33 

Acts 8:12 

 

 

Jesus 

Matthew 28:19 

Acts 19:4-5 

Promise of the Son 

John 14:12 

 

Soul 

1 Peter 3:20 

 

Water                            The Word 

Matt. 3:13-17 

 

3. Baptism 

of Holy 

Spirit 

 

Holy Spirit 

Luke 3:15-18 

Acts 1:8 

Acts 2:4 

 

 

Jesus 

Luke 3:16 

 

God the Father 

Acts 1:4 

Promise of the Father 

Acts 2:33,38-39 

 

Body 

Romans 8:13 

 

Spirit                             The Father 

John 15:26 

John 16:13 

 

 Examples of  Salvation/water baptisms in conjunction with the baptism with the 
Spirit 

 

A. Paul’s conversion- Acts 9:6-17-  Saved in V6 –Sprit Filled in V17- then Water 

Baptized 

 

The Three Baptisms- The Trinity of Baptism- Hebrews 6:2, Matt. 28:19- L. Booth 
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B. Samaria- Acts 8:4-17- Salvation-Water Baptism-Received the Holy Ghost 

 

C. The Gentiles- Acts 10:34-48 Believed- Holy Ghost fell on them- Water baptism 

 

D. Cornelius’s house- Acts 10:45 Salvation and tongues at same time- then water 
baptism 

 

E. At Ephesus- Acts 19:1-6- John’s baptism- Believed- Re-baptized- Holy Ghost 
came on them 

 

 Different terms used in Scripture for the same baptism into the Holy Spirit 
 

Acts 1:5,8- Baptism is come upon- Acts 2:4 they were all filled….. 

Receive the Holy Ghost- Acts 8:17, Acts 10:47 

Filled with the Holy Ghost- Acts 2:3, Acts 9:17 

Baptized with (of) the Holy Ghost- Acts 1:5, Acts 11:6 

Receive the gift of the Holy Ghost- Acts 8:20, Acts 10:17, Acts 10:44-45, Acts 11:17 

Came upon or fell on them- Acts 2:3, Acts 10:44, Acts 11:15 

The promise of the Father (Spirit) Acts 1:4-8, Gal 3:14 

Come down upon-Acts 8:16 

 

 From Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost parts of the Earth- Act 1:8 
 

Acts 1:8-9 (KJV)  
8  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto 
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.  
9  And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him 
out of their sight. 

 
A. Jerusalem- Acts 2:4 

B. Judea- Acts 9:6-17, 1 Cor. 14:18 
C. Samaria- Acts 8:11-14 
D. Ends of the earth- Acts 10:44-45, Isaiah 49:6,  
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Isaiah 49:6 (KJV)  
6  And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, 
and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou 
mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.  

 

In fact, the final verse in Acts (28:31), with Paul preaching “without hindrance” in Rome, 
suggests that the story has not reached its final destination—the witness continues.  Acts 
28:13 Believers were everywhere by this time including Rome. Vs 28 Paul declares to the 
Roman Jewish leaders-The gospel is sent to the Gentiles. 
 
Acts 28:31 (KJV)  
31  Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, 
with all confidence, no man forbidding him. 

 
Acts 28:13-14 (KJV)  
13  And from thence we fetched a compass, and came to Rhegium: and after one day the south wind 
blew, and we came the next day to Puteoli:  
14  Where we found brethren, and were desired to tarry with them seven days: and so we went 
toward Rome. 

 
 
 

 What is the initial evidence of the Holy Spirit? 1 Cor. 14:5  
 
1 Corinthians 14:5 (KJV)  
5   I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that 
prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive 
edifying. 

                5 examples in Acts where they spoke with tongues: 

A. Acts 2:4, The initial out pouring-all spoke with tongues as the Spirit gave utterance 

Acts 2:4 (KJV)  
4  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance.  

 

B. Philip preached Christ to the Samaritans- Acts 8:5-8, 12, 14-17-Simon saw 
vs.18-21- He saw them speak with tongues when hands laid 

C. Cornelius and his household-Acts 10:44-46-Gentiles spoke in tongues 
D. Disciples at Ephesus- Acts 19:1-6- Spoke with tongues 
E. Saul of Tarus-Acts 9:17-18, 1 Cor. 14:18-I speak more than you all 

 



Larry Booth                                                                               Chp 9- Baptism with Holy Spirit and salvation 

 How to receive the baptism of the Spirit- Ephesians 5:18 
 
Ephesians 5:18 (KJV)  
18  And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 

This was taken from R.A. Torrey points A-F and Mrs. Gordon Lindsay tract 

Keep in mind the Holy Spirit has already been given- You don’t have to beg 
 

Acts 2:15-16 (KJV)  
15  For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. 16  But this is that 
which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 

 

A. Accept Jesus as Lord and Savior- Acts 2:36-37 

B. Renounce sin-Openly confess 
C. Surrender absolutely to God-obey Him-Acts 5:32 
D. Intensely desire the baptism with the Holy Spirit- John 7:37-39- Isaiah 44:3 
E. Pray specifically for the baptism-Ask 

Luke 11:11-13, “If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” 
 

F. Have faith- Mark 11:24, James 1:6-8  
G. The Laying on of hands-Acts 8:14, 18 -Keep in mind 2 of 5 instances no hands 

were laid. 
H. Receive the gift - Acts 8:14-15 
I. Don’t use your language wait for the utterance-“as the Spirit gave….” 

“The Holy Spirit doesn’t speak in tongues for you…” 1Cor. 14:14 amp. Act 2:4  “The miracle of 
tongues is not who is doing the speaking. We are the ones doing the speaking. The miracle of 
tongues is where the tongues are coming from and what is being said.” K. Hagin- Tongues 
P.97-98  
 

J. Open your mouth, expect to speak in tongues- Acts 2:4, 10:46-47, 1Cor. 14:2, 
4-5, 14-15, 18, 27   “I would that you all spoke in tongues” 

 

 Quotes: 
 

D.L. Moody: 
 

http://www.kcm.org/bible/5/LUK/11/13#v13
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D.L. Moody in his book “Secret Power” quotes an anonymous source who said “Without the soul, 
divinely quickened and inspired, the observances of the grandest ritualism are as worthless as the 
motions of a galvanized corpse.”  
In this same book, Moody opens chapter four (p.87, Power “In” and “Upon”) this way: “The Holy 
Spirit dwelling in us is one thing, and the Holy Spirit upon us for service is another thing.”  
 
While preaching in 1876 in New York City at the Hippodrome (site of Madison Square Garden), 
Moody said: “God has got a good many children who have just barely got life, but no power for 
service…The Holy Ghost coming upon them with power is distinct and separate from conversion… 
A great many think because they have been filled once, they are going to be full for all time after; 
but O, my friends, we are leaky vessels, and have to be kept right under the fountain all the time 
in order to keep full…”  
 
R.A. Torrey: 
 
In his small book, Why God Used D.L. Moody, R.A. Torrey writes about “the definite enduement 
from on high” that empowered Moody’s preaching:  
 
“The seventh thing that was the secret of why God used D. L. Moody was that, he had a very 
definite enduement with power from on High, a very clear and definite baptism with the Holy 
Ghost. Mr. Moody knew he had “the baptism with the Holy Ghost,” he had no doubt about it. In 
his early days he was a great hustler, he had a tremendous desire to do something, but he had no 
real power. He worked very largely in the energy of the flesh. But there were two humble Free 
Methodist women who used to come over [51] to his meetings in the Y. M. C. A. One was “Auntie 
Cook” and the other, Mrs. Snow. (I think her name was not Snow at that time.) These two women 
would come to Mr. Moody at the close of his meetings and say: “We are praying for you.” Finally, 
Mr. Moody became somewhat nettled and said to them one night: “Why are you praying for me? 
Why don’t you pray for the unsaved?” They replied: “We are praying that you may get the 
power.” Mr. Moody did not know what that meant, but he got to thinking about it, and then 
went to these women and said: “I wish you would tell me what you mean,” and they told him 
about the definite baptism with the Holy Ghost. Then he asked that he might pray with them and 
not they merely pray for him.  
Auntie Cook once told me of the intense fervor with which Mr. Moody prayed on that occasion. 
She told me in words that I scarcely dare repeat, though I have never forgotten them. And he not 
only prayed with them, but he also prayed alone. Not long after, one day on his way to England, 
he was walking up Wall Street in New York (Mr. Moody very seldom told this and I almost 
hesitate to tell it) and in the midst of the bustle and hurry of that city his prayer was answered; 
the power of God fell upon him as he walked up the street and he had to hurry off to the house 
of a friend and ask that he might have a room by himself, and in that room he stayed alone for 
hours; and the Holy Ghost came upon him filling his soul with such joy that at last he had to ask 
God to withhold His hand, lest he die on the spot from very joy. He went out from that place with 
the power of the Holy Ghost upon him, and when he got to London (partly through the prayers of 
a bedridden saint in Mr. Lessey’s church), the power of God wrought through him mightily in 
North London, and hundreds were added to the churches, and that was what led to his being 
invited over to the wonderful campaign that followed in later years.  
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Time and again Mr. Moody would come to me and say: “Torrey, I want you to preach on the 
baptism with the Holy Ghost.” “I do not know how.” 
Many times he asked me to speak on that subject. Once, when I had been invited to preach in the 
Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York (invited at Mr. Moody’s suggestion; had it not been 
for his suggestion the invitation would never have been extended to me), just before I started for 
New York, Mr. Moody drove up to my house and said: “Torrey, they want you to preach at the 
Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church in New York. It is a great, big church, cost a million dollars to 
build it.” Then he continued: “Torrey, I just want to ask one thing of you. I want to tell you what 
to preach about. You will preach that sermon of yours on ‘Ten Reasons Why I Believe the Bible to 
be the Word of God’ and your sermon on ‘The Baptism with the Holy Ghost.’” Time and again, 
when a call came to me to go off to some church, he would come up to me and say: “Now, 
Torrey, be sure and preach on the baptism with the Holy Ghost.” I do not know how many times 
he said that to me. Once I asked him: “Mr. Moody, don’t you think I have any sermons but those 
two: ‘Ten Reasons Why I Believe the Bible to be the Word of God’ and ‘The Baptism with the Holy 
Ghost’?” “Never mind that,” he replied, “you give them those two sermons.  
Once he had some teachers at Northfield–fine men, all of them, but they did not believe in a 
definite baptism with the Holy Ghost for the individual. They believed that every child of God was 
baptized with the Holy Ghost, and they did not believe in any special baptism with the Holy Ghost 
for the individual. Mr. Moody came to me and said: “Torrey, will you come up to my house after 
the meeting tonight and I will get those men to come, and I want you to talk this thing out with 
them.” Of course, I very readily consented, and Mr. Moody and I talked for a long time, but they 
did not altogether see eye to eye with us. And when they went, Mr. Moody signaled me to 
remain for a few moments. Mr. Moody sat there with his chin on his breast, as he so often sat 
when he was in deep thought; then he looked up and said: “Oh, why will they split hairs? Why 
don’t they see that this is just the one thing that they themselves need? They are good teachers, 
they are wonderful teachers, and I am so glad to have them here, but why will they not see that 
the baptism with the Holy Ghost is just the one touch that they themselves need?”  
 
I shall never forget the eighth of July, 1894, to my dying day. It was the closing day of the 
Northfield Students’ Conference–the gathering of the students from the eastern colleges. Mr. 
Moody had asked me to preach on Saturday night and Sunday morning on the baptism with the 
Holy Ghost. On Saturday night I had spoken about, “The Baptism with the Holy Ghost, What it is, 
What it does, the Need of it and the Possibility of it.” On Sunday morning I spoke on “The Baptism 
with the Holy Spirit, How to Get It.” It was just exactly twelve o’clock when I finished my morning 
sermon, and I took out my watch and said: “Mr. Moody has invited us all to go up to the 
mountain at three o’clock this 
Afternoon to pray for the power of the Holy Spirit. It is three hours to three o’clock. Some of you 
cannot wait three hours. You do not need to wait. Go to your rooms, go out into the woods, go to 
your tent, go anywhere where you can get alone with God and have this matter out with Him.” At 
three o’clock we all gathered in front of Mr. Moody’s mother’s house (she was then still living), 
and then began to pass down the lane, through the gate, up on the mountainside. There were 
four hundred and fifty-six of us in all; I know the number because Paul Moody counted us as we 
passed through the gate.  
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After a while Mr. Moody said: “I don’t think we need to go any further; let us sit down here.” We 
sat down on stumps and logs and on the ground. Mr. Moody said: “Have any of you students 
anything to say?” I think about seventy-five of them arose, one after the other, and said: “Mr. 
Moody, I could not wait till three o’clock; I have been alone with God since the morning service, 
and I believe I have a right to say that I have been baptized with the Holy Spirit.” When these 
testimonies were over, Mr. Moody said: “Young men, I can’t see any reason why we shouldn’t 
kneel down here right now and ask God that the Holy Ghost may fall upon us just as definitely as 
He fell upon the apostles on the Day of Pentecost. Let us pray.” And we did pray, there on the 
mountainside. As we had gone up the mountainside heavy clouds had been gathering, and just as 
we began to pray those clouds broke and the raindrops began to fall through the overhanging 
pines. But there was another cloud that had been gathering over Northfield for ten days, a cloud 
big with the mercy and grace and power of God, and as we began to pray our prayers seemed to 
pierce that cloud and the Holy Ghost fell upon us. Men and women, that is what we all need–the 
Baptism with the Holy Ghost.  
 
Charles G. Finney: 
The Baptism of the Holy Ghost, by Charles G. Finney (1792-1875); Charles G. Finney was an 
evangelist in the United States during the nineteenth century. Billy Graham writes of Finney, 
"Few men have had such a profound impact on their generation as Charles Grandison Finney. 
Through his Spirit-filled evangelistic ministry, uncounted thousands came to know Christ... 
resulting in one of the greatest periods of revival in the history of America."1 In the following 
excerpt, Finney recounts his empowering by the Holy Spirit while alone in his law office after his 
conversion in the autumn of 1821. From his Memoirs (New York: A.S. Barnes & Co., 1876) pp. 20-
21. But as I turned and was about to take a seat by the fire, I received a mighty baptism of the 
Holy Ghost. Without any expectation of it, without ever having the thought in my mind that there 
was any such thing for me, without my recollection that I had ever heard the thing mentioned by 
any person in the world, the Holy Ghost descended on me in a manner that seemed to go 
through me, body and soul. I could feel the impression, like a wave of electricity, going through 
and through me. Indeed it seemed to come in waves and waves of liquid love; for I could not 
express it in any other way. It seemed like the very breath of God. I can recollect distinctly that it 
seemed to fan me, like immense wings. No words can express the wonderful love that was shed 
abroad in my heart. I wept aloud with joy and love; and I do not know but I should say, I literally 
bellowed out the unutterable gushings of my heart. The waves came over me, and over me, one 
after the other, until I recollect I cried out, "I shall die if these waves continue to pass over me." I 
said, "Lord, I cannot bear any more"; yet I had no fear of death. How long I continued in this  
state, with this baptism continuing to roll over me and go through me, I do not know. But I know 
it was late in the evening when a member of my choir--for I was the leader of the choir--came 
into the office to see me in this state of loud weeping, and said to me, "Mr. Finney, what ails 
you?" I could make him no answer for some time. He then said, "Are you in pain?" I gathered 
myself up as best I could, and replied, "No, but so happy that I cannot live." He turned and left 
the office, and in a few minutes returned with one of the elders of the church, whose shop was 
nearly across the way from our office. This elder was a very serious man; and in my presence had 
been very watchful, and I had scarcely ever seen him laugh. When he came in, I was very much in 
the state in which I was when the young man went out to call him. He asked me how I felt, and I 
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began to tell him. Instead of saying anything, he fell into a most spasmodic laughter. It seemed as 
if it was impossible for him to keep from laughing from the very bottom of his heart.  
 
A.W. Tozer once said that if God took the Holy Spirit out of the world, most of what the church is 
doing would go right on, and nobody would know the difference.  
Charles Spurgeon said “Without the Spirit of God we can do nothing. We are as ships without 
wind or chariots without steeds. Like branches without sap, we are withered. Like coals without 
fire, we are useless.”  
 
"The experience of the second gift of grace is no longer preached and testified because Christian 
experience, though it may have to begin in the Spirit, must be perfected in the wisdom of the 
flesh and the culture of the schools. Confusion and impotence are the inevitable results when the 
wisdom and resources of the world are substituted for the presence and power of the Spirit." 
(Samuel Chadwick)  
 
Samuel Chadwick was born in the industrial north of England in 1860. His father worked long 
hours in the cotton mill and, when he was only eight, Samuel went to work there, too, as a means 
of supporting the impoverished family. Devout Methodists, they attended chapel three times on 
Sunday, and as a young boy, Chadwick gave his heart to Christ. Listening to God's word week by 
week, he often felt the inner call to serve Christ. It seemed impossible, as he was poor and 
uneducated, but in faith he made preparations. After a twelve-hour factory shift he would rush 
home for five hours of prayer and study.  
At the age of 21 he was appointed lay pastor of a chapel at Stacksteads, Lancashire. It was no 
dream appointment! The congregation was self-satisfied. Yet Chadwick threw himself in with 
great optimism. He had been trained to prepare well-researched and interesting sermons as the 
sure way to bring in the crowds. He recalled later: "This led unconsciously to a false aim in my 
work. I lived and labored for my sermons, and was unfortunately more concerned about their 
excellence and reputation than the repentance of the people." Soon, however, his sermons were 
exhausted and nothing had changed. Staring defeat in the face and sensing his lack of real power, 
an intense hunger was kindled within him for more of God. At this point he heard the testimony 
of someone who had been revitalized by an experience of the Holy Spirit. So, with a few friends 
he covenanted to pray and search the scriptures until God sent revival. One evening he was 
praying over his next sermon, when a powerful sense of conviction settled on him. His pride, 
blindness and reliance on human methods paraded before his eyes as God humbled him to the 
dust. Well into the night he wrestled and repented, then he got out his pile of precious sermons 
and set fire to them! The result was immediate: the Holy Spirit fell upon him. In his own words: "I 
could not explain what had happened, but it was a bigger thing than I had ever known. There 
came into my soul a deep peace, a thrilling joy, and a new sense of power. My mind was 
quickened. I felt I had received a new faculty of understanding. Every power was vitalized. My 
body was quickened. There was a new sense of spring and vitality, a new power of endurance 
and a strong man's exhilaration in big things." The tide turned. At his next sermon seven souls 
were converted ("one for each of my barren years"), and he called the whole congregation to a 
week of prayer. The following weekend most of the church was baptized in the Holy Spirit and 
revival began to spread through the valleys. In the space of a few months, hundreds were 
converted to Jesus, among them some of the most notorious sinners in the area. The pattern was 
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repeated over the next few years as Chadwick moved to various places. The final phase of 
Chadwick's life was spent as Principal of Cliff College, a Methodist training school for preachers, 
and it was here that he wrote his famous book, The Way to Pentecost, which was being printed 
when he died in 1932. In it we read: “I owe everything to the gift of Pentecost. For fifty days the 
facts of the Gospel were complete, but no conversions were recorded. Pentecost registered three 
thousand souls. It is by fire that a holy passion is kindled in the soul whereby we live the life of 
God. The soul's safety is in its heat. Truth without enthusiasm, morality without emotion, ritual 
without soul, make for a Church without power. "Destitute of the Fire of God, nothing else 
counts; possessing Fire, nothing else matters." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


