
Hebrews 6- The Foundation of Laying on of hands- Lesson 1- 
Introduction - Pastor Larry 

TEXT: Hebrews 6:1-2, Mark 6:2 

Intro: Laying on of Hands is a means of contact to confer a blessing or impartation from one person to 

another. There is an identification with the object/person through the contact whereby the anointed hands 

becomes a way to impart to another. 

Read from Dr. Sumrall’s foundations syllabus P.31-33- God’s hands- Ex. 31:18, Ex. 33:22, Dan. 5:5 

Dr. Sumrall quotes: “Human touch identifies us as who we are.” 

“You have the right to ask God to put power in my hands.” 

“Hands like spigots pour forth the Holy Anointing of God.” 

“One of the greatest things you will learn is who NOT to lay hands on, Make sure they are ready.” 

“This is the hour of the laying on of hands- to give what is in you to another”  

Nelson’s Dictionary-HANDS, LAYING ON OF — the placing of hands upon a person by a body of 

believers in ceremonial fashion to symbolize that person’s authority or his appointment to a special task. 

The practice of laying hands on someone or something occurs frequently in the Old Testament—particularly 

the laying of hands on the head of an animal intended for sacrifice. In the account of the ritual of the DAY OF 

ATONEMENT, the priest laid his hands on the SCAPEGOAT (Lev. 16:21). This symbolized the transferral of the 

sins and guilt of the people to the goat, which was taken away into the wilderness. The act of laying on of hands 

in the Old Testament was also associated with blessing (Gen. 48:18), installation to office (Deut. 34:9), and the 

setting apart of Levi (Num. 8:10). These passages seem to express the idea of transferral of authority and 

quality. 

In the New Testament Jesus laid his hands on children (Matt. 19:13, 15) and on the sick when he healed 

them (Matt. 9:18). In the early church the laying on of hands was also associated with healing, the reception of 

the Holy Spirit (Acts 9:17), the setting apart of persons to particular offices and work in the church (Acts 6:6), 

the commissioning of Barnabas and Paul as missionaries (Acts 13:3), and the setting apart of Timothy (1 Tim. 

4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6). The ritual was accompanied by prayer (Acts 6:6). 

The laying on of hands was not a magical or superstitious rite that gave a person special power. It expressed 

the idea of being set apart by God’s people for a special task. 

In Hebrew the main concept is that of responsibility and obligation. The Hebrew word used is SAMAK and 

means to lay the hand on so as to lean heavily. It conveyed the idea of forcibly pressing down upon, so that 

the victim was viewed as a support. This conveyed the idea of the pressure or weight of responsibility which 

was to be borne by the victim as a result of the laying on of hands. Thus was placed upon the victim an 

obligation regarding the ministry involved. 

In Greek, the word used is EPITITHEMI and it has the sense of putting or placing upon the object, so as to 

come in contact with it. This conveys the idea of identification with the object, by means of contact. 



The usage of the word 'hand' in Hebrew (yadh) is associated with strength, authority and power. Thus the 

term 'hand' is associated with power in the hand. The laying on of hands therefore is seen as that which draws 

from a reservoir of great strength and authority. Hence the ministry of laying on of hands is that which draws 

from the reservoir of God, and is imparted to the recipient. 

1 Peter 4:10 (KJV)  
10  As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold 

grace of God. 

NASB- VS. 10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the 

manifold grace of God 

I. Old Testament examples: 
 

A. The iniquities and sins of the worshipper were transmitted to the sacrifice by faith 
through the laying on of hands. 

And thou shalt cause a bullock to be brought before the tabernacle of the congregation: and Aaron 
and his sons shall put their hands upon the head of the bullock. And thou shalt kill the bullock 
before the LORD, by the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. And thou shalt take of the 
blood of the bullock, and put it upon the horns of the altar with thy finger, and pour all the blood 
beside the bottom of the altar. And thou shalt take all the fat that covereth the inwards, and the 
caul that is above the liver, and the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, and burn them 
upon the altar. But the flesh of the bullock, and his skin, and his dung, shalt thou burn with fire 
without the camp: it is a sin offering. Thou shalt also take one ram; and Aaron and his sons shall put 
their hands upon the head of the ram. And thou shalt slay the ram, and thou shalt take his blood, 
and sprinkle it round about upon the altar. And thou shalt cut the ram in pieces, and wash the 
inwards of him, and his legs, and put them unto his pieces, and unto his head. And thou shalt burn 
the whole ram upon the altar: it is a burnt offering unto the LORD: it is a sweet savour, an offering 
made by fire unto the LORD. And thou shalt take the other ram; and Aaron and his sons shall put 
their hands upon the head of the ram. (Exodus 29:10-19) 

B. The blessing from father to son was passed through the laying on of hands and the 
speaking of the word. 

And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel’s left hand, and Manasseh in 
his left hand toward Israel’s right hand, and brought them near unto him.  And Israel stretched out 
his right hand, and laid it upon Ephraim’s head, who was the younger, and his left hand upon 
Manasseh’s head, guiding his hands wittingly; for Manasseh was the firstborn. And he blessed 
Joseph, and said, God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me 
all my life long unto this day, The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my 
name be named on them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into 
a multitude in the midst of the earth. And when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand upon 
the head of Ephraim, it displeased him: and he held up his father’s hand, to remove it from 
Ephraim’s head unto Manasseh’s head. And Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my father: for this 
is the firstborn; put thy right hand upon his head. And his father refused, and said, I know it, my 
son, I know it: he also shall become a people, and he also shall be great: but truly his younger 



brother shall be greater than he, and his seed shall become a multitude of nations. And he blessed 
them that day, saying, In thee shall Israel bless, saying, God make thee as Ephraim and as 
Manasseh: and he set Ephraim before Manasseh. (Genesis 48:13-20) 

C. Joshua received spiritual impartation from God through Moses.  The spirit of 
wisdom was transferred into his life as a result of the laying on of hands. 

And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid his hands upon him: 
and the children of Israel hearkened unto him, and did as the LORD commanded Moses. 
(Deuteronomy 34:9) 

II. New Testament examples: 

A. Hands were laid on believers to begin a new phase of ministry to the Lord.  

1. As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. And when they had fasted and prayed, and 
laid their hands on them, they sent them away. (Acts 13:2-3) 

2. And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of 
the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas 
a proselyte of Antioch: Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they 
laid their hands on them. And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples 
multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith. 
(Acts 6:5-7) 

B. Hands were laid on the sick so that they may be healed. 

1. And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and besought him to touch 
him. And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town; and when he had spit 
on his eyes, and put his hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought. And he looked up, and 
said, I see men as trees, walking. After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him 
look up: and he was restored, and saw every man clearly. (Mark 8:22-25) 

2. Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with divers diseases brought them 
unto him; and he laid his hands on every one of them, and healed them. (Luke 4:40) 

C. Spiritual gifts were imparted by the laying on of hands. 

1. Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the 
hands of the presbytery. (1 Timothy 4:14) 

2. Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the 
putting on of my hands. (2 Timothy 1:6) 

III. Conclusion 

The laying on of hands should be practiced in situations listed both in the Old and New Testaments.  We 
should lay hands on men and women after the pattern laid out for us in Scripture. 



In the modern church there are those that lay hands on for the purpose of mere formality.  You will see this 
practiced at ordinations services or ceremonies for new ministers.  Some call this, “Laying empty hands on 
empty heads”.  As with everything in Christianity it is faith that activates the Word & power of God in our lives. 

You will also find that there are those who lay hands for anything and everything.  

 You cannot lay hands on someone so that they can receive things that only come through the 
crucifixion of the flesh and the renewing of the mind with the word of God.  

 You cannot lay hands on someone and expect them to receive a spiritual gift or office that God has not 
given them.  

 You cannot  produce anything by laying your hands on someone – only God working through you can 
make anything happen as a result of your hand touching someone. 

It is scriptural for believers to practice the laying on of hands. 

 Lay your hands upon your children and bless them in the name of the Lord. 
 Lay your hands upon the sick and expect them to recover 
 If you have been placed by God into a ministry office, God will use you to bless and impart spiritual 

things to others through the laying on of hands. 

 The laying on of hands is a doctrine of the Bible.  Practice it the way the Bible says to. 

And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name … they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall 
recover. (Mark 16:17-18) 

 

 

 

 


