
1 

 

Lessons from the Sower #4 
Four places of the Heart- Pastor Larry Booth 

 

REVIEW: 
 

Part 1- The Secret of what seeds produce 
 

Luke 8:16 (HCSB)  
16  “No one, after lighting a lamp, covers it with a basket or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a lampstand 
so that those who come in may see its light.  

 

a. Don’t hide the light-Revelation given by God- Salvation light 

b. Can’t be in secret 

c. Make it your purpose so others can see the light 

d. Great personal revelations should be shared- Don’t cover it! 
 

Luke 8:18 (HCSB)  
18  Therefore take care how you listen. For whoever has, more will be given to him; and whoever does not 
have, even what he thinks he has will be taken away from him.” 

 

Part 2- Sow the Word! The Sower is not faulted for where he sows-the emphasis is 
on the places or the hearts where it is sown. 

A. The point is that he sows WHERE EVER he goes 
B. It seems the fault lies with the location where it was sown 

C. It’s not the seeds fault it does not grow 

D. The type of location is determined by the person receiving the word 

E. All those present in the crowd that day wanted to hear Jesus, but not all had prepared their 
hearts to hear. He was commenting on the crowd in front of him. 

 

Part 3- Two questions asked here- Why do you speak to them in parables? And, 
“What does this parable mean?”  

A. What does this parable mean? This second question is found only this way in Luke’s version 
Luke 8:9-10, and was asked after the parable was told. This we will discuss later in detail. It has 
to do with the heart of the individual. 
 

B. “It has been given to you to know and understand the secrets (a revelation) of the kingdom” 
Overview 

  If you have SOME you will have more- Abundance 
 30,60,100 fold yield of revelation (specific and understood) word- what is produced are 

Rhemas of God (Seeds are Logos) 
 If you have no revelation everything will be taken away- 
 Born of incorruptible word (1 Peter 1:23) 
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1 Peter 1:23-25 (KJV)  
23  Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever.  
24  For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the 
flower thereof falleth away:  
25  But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached 
unto you.  

 
The first question: Why did Jesus speak in parables? Matthew 13:10, 13-17 

 

A. To conceal revelation from those who have intentionally shut their eyes (Matt 13:15) 
 

“Jesus drew a distinction between those who accepted His teaching, such as the Twelve, and 
those who rejected it, such as the scribes and Pharisees. Those "outside" were those outside 
the circle of discipleship. God was giving those who welcomed Jesus' teaching new revelation 
about the coming messianic kingdom. He was withholding that revelation from those who 
rejected Him.” — Tom Constable's Notes on the Bible 

 

B. To reveal the secrets to those who genuinely from their hearts want to know (Matt 13:13b) 

C. To fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy-(Matt 13:14; Isaiah 6:9-10).  All parables were primarily about Israel. 
 

“They had accepted the light; therefore, they would receive more light. The Jewish nation, on the 
other hand, had rejected the Light of the world; therefore they were not only prevented from 
receiving more light, they would lose what little light they had. Light rejected is light denied.”1 –W. 
MacDonald. 

 

Part 4 

I. Second Question (What does this parable mean?) explained- Four places the seed is 
sown- Interpretation- Hearts and minds 

 

Mark 4:14-20 (Matt 13:18-23, Luke 8:11-15) 

Mark 4:14-20 (KJV)  

 
14  The sower soweth the word.  

15  And these are they by the way 

side, where the word is sown; but 

when they have heard, Satan 

cometh immediately, and taketh 

away the word that was sown in 

their hearts.  

Matthew 13:18-23 (KJV)  

 
18  Hear ye therefore the 
parable of the sower.  
19  When any one heareth the 
word of the kingdom, and 
understandeth it not, then 
cometh the wicked one, and 
catcheth away that which was 

Luke 8:11-15 (KJV)  
 

11  Now the parable is this: The seed 

is the word of God.  
12  Those by the way side are they 

that hear; then cometh the devil, 

and taketh away the word out of 

their hearts, lest they should believe 

and be saved.  

                                                      
1 MacDonald, W. (1995). Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments. (A. Farstad, Ed.) (Mt 13:12). Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson. 



3 

 

16  And these are they likewise 

which are sown on stony ground; 

who, when they have heard the 

word, immediately receive it with 

gladness;  
17  And have no root in themselves, 

and so endure but for a time: 

afterward, when affliction or 

persecution ariseth for the word's 

sake, immediately they are 

offended.  
18  And these are they which are 

sown among thorns; such as hear 

the word,  
19  And the cares of this world, and 

the deceitfulness of riches, and the 

lusts of other things entering in, 

choke the word, and it becometh 

unfruitful.  
20  And these are they which are 

sown on good ground; such as hear 

the word, and receive it, and bring 

forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some 

sixty, and some an hundred.  

sown in his heart. This is he 
which received seed by the way 
side.  
20  But he that received the seed 
into stony places, the same is he 
that heareth the word, and 
anon with joy receiveth it;  
21  Yet hath he not root in 
himself, but dureth for a while: 
for when tribulation or 
persecution ariseth because of 
the word, by and by he is 
offended.  
22  He also that received seed 
among the thorns is he that 
heareth the word; and the care 
of this world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches, choke 
the word, and he becometh 
unfruitful.  
23  But he that received seed 
into the good ground is he that 
heareth the word, and 
understandeth it; which also 
beareth fruit, and bringeth 
forth, some an hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty.  

13   They on the rock are they, which, 

when they hear, receive the word 

with joy; and these have no root, 

which for a while believe, and in 

time of temptation fall away.  
14  And that which fell among thorns 

are they, which, when they have 

heard, go forth, and are choked 

with cares and riches and pleasures 

of this life, and bring no fruit to 

perfection.  
15  But that on the good ground are 

they, which in an honest and good 

heart, having heard the word, keep 

it, and bring forth fruit with 

patience.  

 
Luke 8:4-8 (HCSB)  
4  As a large crowd was gathering, and people were flocking to Him from every town, He said in a parable:  
5  “A sower went out to sow his seed. As he was sowing, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the 
birds of the sky ate it up.  
6  Other seed fell on the rock; when it sprang up, it withered, since it lacked moisture.  
7  Other seed fell among thorns; the thorns sprang up with it and choked it.  
8  Still other seed fell on good ground; when it sprang up, it produced a crop: 100 times ⌊what was sown⌋.” As 
He said this, He called out, “Anyone who has ears to hear should listen!”  

 

A.B. Bruce- “Such, then, are the four classes of hearers pointed at in the parable of the Sower: the 
spiritually stupid, without thought or feeling in relation to the kingdom, in whom the seed of truth 
does not even germinate; the inconsiderately impulsive, whose feelings are easily moved, in whom the 
truth germinates and springs up, but quickly withers away; those who receive the truth into both mind 
and heart, but not as the one supremely important thing to which everything else must be 
subordinated, in whom the seed germinates, springs up, and continues to grow even to the green ear, 
but never ripens; and lastly, those who receive the doctrine of the kingdom with their whole heart, 
soul, and mind, in whom the truth takes root, grows, and in due season produces an abundant harvest 
of ripe fruit.2 

                                                      
2 Bruce, A. B. (1904). The Parabolic Teaching of Christ: A Systematic and Critical Study of the Parables of Our Lord (Third Revised 

Edition., p. 36). New York: A. C. Armstrong and Son. 
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Keep in mind- We determine our ground with the Lord’s help- Our heart and how it receives the 
word. This Story is not about the sower or sloppy sowing. It’s about the condition of our heart. 

 

A. The Path- Hardened walkway- A heart that is beaten down 
 

 Ground trampled on- could mean head knowledge- intellectualism destroys it. Intellectualism is 
a search for knowledge not revelation. These do not get saved- Luke 8:12 

 Birds ate it up- Satan takes away words in their hearts (Luke 8:12). The devil cannot do this to 
Christians. 

 We must remember, in the quaint words of a wiser expositor, that “the trodden path is after all 
not a rock,3  These are not hardened despisers of the word. It’s just their hearts are not ready 
yet. 
 

B. Gravel- The Rocks (Luke 8:6)- A small plant arises- A Heart among wrong friends 
 

 Not much soil- could mean no depth, poor teaching, or close to people who are rocks concerning 
the word of God helping to obstruct depth. No root in themselves. 

 Sun Rose- Luke 8:6, Lack of moisture or lack of Holy Spirit refreshing- Wrong friends can cause 
this 

 Sun- Tribulation or persecution, times of testing (Luke) 
 Luke 8:13- “Believe only for a while” 

 

C. Thorns- Things that stop the growth- A Heart that is always distracted 
 

 Thorns grew up with it- Cares of the world, lure of wealth, pleasures of life, or desires for other 
things 

 Choked it. What about our past? Good and bad. When we live in the past we lose our future. In 
Christianity our tomorrow is always better than our today. 

 The problem is that these things hinder and distract from great revelation 
 Remember this part is not about salvation. This parable is about HOW you hear. 
 The Spirit of God is jealous over us prioritizing other things before our time with Him  

 
2 Timothy 2:4 (KJV)  
4  No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who 
hath chosen him to be a soldier. 

 

D. Good Soil- One who hears the right way-  Luke 8:18- Those who take care HOW 
they listen 

                                                      
3 Bruce, A. B. (1904). The Parabolic Teaching of Christ: A Systematic and Critical Study of the Parables of Our Lord (Third Revised 

Edition., p. 25). New York: A. C. Armstrong and Son. 
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Luke 8:18 (HCSB)  
18  Therefore take care how you listen. For whoever has, more will be given to him; and whoever does not 
have, even what he thinks he has will be taken away from him.” 
 

 Hear the word- Matthew, Mark, and Luke’s words afterwards helps us understand 
 Understand it- Matt 13:23 

 
Matthew 13:23 (KJV)  
23  But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; 
which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 

 

 Receive or Accept it- Mark 4:20 
 

Mark 4:20 (KJV)  
20  And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and 
bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred. 

 
Strongs: from <G3844> (para) and <G1209> (dechomai); to accept near, i.e. admit or (by 
implication) delight in :- receive.4 

 
This is before the cross. This is about more revelation being multiplied from the word- The 
word producing word… 30,60,100 fold 
 

 Keep it- Possess it! Hold it fast in an honest and good heart- Luke 8:15 
 

Luke 8:15 (KJV)  
15  But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, 
keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience. 

 
Strongs: from <G2596> (kata) and <G2192> (echo); to hold down (fast), in various applications 
(literal or figurative) :- have, hold (fast), keep (in memory), let, × make toward, possess, retain, 
seize on, stay, take, withhold. 
 
 

 Wait with patient endurance- Vs 15 (Cheerful, hopeful, constant endurance) bear fruit 
 

Luke 8:15 (HCSB)  
15  But the seed in the good ground—these are the ones who, having heard the word with an honest 
and good heart, hold on to it and by enduring, (gr. Hypomone- Cheerful hopeful constant endurance) 
bear fruit. 
 
Hebrews 10:36 (HCSB)  
36  For you need endurance (gr. Hypomone), so that after you have done God’s will, you may receive 
what was promised.  

 

II.  An example of how it works- Acts 16:13-15 (HCSB) 
 

                                                      
4 James Strong, Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary, (Austin, TX: WORDsearch Corp., 2007), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 

Under: "3858". 

http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G3844
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G1209
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G2596
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G2192
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Acts 16:13-15 (HCSB)  
13  On the Sabbath day we went outside the city gate by the river, where we thought there was a place of 
prayer. We sat down and spoke to the women gathered there.  
14  A woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God, was 
listening. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was spoken by Paul.  
15  After she and her household were baptized, she urged us, “If you consider me a believer in the Lord, 
come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us. 
 

“Acts 16:14-15 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, 

which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the 

things which were spoken of Paul. 15 And when she was baptized, and her household… 

Fruit is the test of true salvation (Matt. 7:16). This would include holiness (Rom. 6:22), 

Christian character (Gal. 5:22–23), good works (Col. 1:10), winning others to Christ (Rom. 

1:13), sharing what we have (Rom. 15:25–28), and praising God (Heb. 13:15). If a plant is to 

bear fruit, it must be rooted in soil and exposed to sunshine.”5 W. Wiersbe 

 

A. To have the right heart to receive the Word of God 
 

 She was a worshiper 
 The Lord opened her heart 
 She was able to pay attention to the word spoken 

 
 

III. Conclusion 
 
Generally speaking this parable is not just about soul winning or even salvation itself. It’s not about 
backsliding either. So even the one who receives the word with joy and stumbles is not primarily about 
believers falling back. The focus is not on the sower. It is on those who receive the word. It’s about 
people getting close to “getting it,” and losing the growth and what the seed produces. It could be any 
revelation of the word, or understanding of salvation itself (Luke 8:12), or some other truth in the seed 
of revelation that it may represent to us.  
 
This parable is about HOW WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS TO HEAR (Luke 8:18). It is about the condition of 
the heart prepared for the word. It might even be likened to all classes of individuals including 
believers, who for one reason or another have a readiness to hear the word or not.  
 
God first of all gives revelation to those who have ears to hear, and secondly causes it to multiply in 
their lives according to their condition of heart. Some with a greater yield of fruit and some with less. 
Without a doubt this parable speaks to the Jewish generation that Jesus lived in, that they were ready 
to hear something new, but didn’t have the depth of heart to hear the real truth. 

 
 
 
 

                                                      
5 Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 1, p. 45). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
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A final Message 
 
 
 
 
 

A. The example of the sower who sowed the word on good ground- Three 
statements from three men. 

 
Mark 4:20 (KJV)  
20  And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring 
forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred. 
 
Luke 8:15 (KJV)  
15  But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, 
keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience. 
 
Matthew 13:23 (KJV)  
23  But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; 
which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 

 
The Greek word used in this parable for “word” of God being sown is Logos. Those who were 
changed by the logos are described as being “good ground.” 1/4th of the seed or Logos went into 
good soil. This whole parable is about what brings forth good fruit from the logos. It’s the 
revelation of God’s word or what we would call the rhema of God’s good word (the logos). Below 
are the descriptions from the synoptic gospels of how one gets from Logos to Rhema in one’s life. 

 
 Mark- They heard the word and receive (accepted) it and bore fruit 
 Matthew- they heard the word and understood it 
 Luke- they heard the word and keep it (hold it fast) in an honest and good heart and bear fruit 

with patient endurance 
 

So when we put these accounts together we understand how to get to having 
revealed rhemas from God, we must: HUAMDP 

 
1. Hear the word from an anointed person (sower) or source (reading/study) 
2. Understand it- (good teaching/Holy Spirit) 
3. Accept it (hold near with delight) 
4. Hold it fast (Hold on to it) in an honest and good heart-Memorize it 
5. By patient enduring (Faith: patiently waiting with joyful expectation) Declare it out loud in faith 
6. Bear fruit- Produce results 
 

B. Pitfalls we must avoid: The three other places: The trampled hardened path, rocky 
ground, and thorns.  
 
1. Seed sown along the path.  Not understanding. Satan comes and snatches away from those not     

understanding the word- - Given without revelation and received with no understanding. 
Intellectualism is a search for knowledge not revelation. Soulish realm. 
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Matthew 13:19 (HCSB)  
19  When anyone hears the word about the kingdom and doesn’t understand it, the evil one comes 

and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the one sown along the path.  

This happens in most churches across America every Sunday. Salvation is the first and 
foremost revelation that people should get. But this parable relates to any rhema that one 
could receive from the sowing of the logos. 
 

2. Seed sown on rocky ground. No depth or maturity- Hears the word and receives it with joy but 
has no root in himself (immature) and persecution comes and he stumbles in offence. Spiritual 
realm.  
 

Matthew 13:20-21 (HCSB)  
20  And the one sown on rocky ground—this is one who hears the word and immediately receives it 

with joy.  
21  Yet he has no root in himself, but is short-lived. When pressure or persecution comes because of 

the word, immediately he stumbles. 

3.   Seed sown among thorns. Being distracted- Receives the word but becomes distracted by the 
world and seduced by wealth. These things choke the word and kill it. Carnal realm 
 

Matthew 13:22 (HCSB)  
22  Now the one sown among the thorns—this is one who hears the word, but the worries of this age 

and the seduction of wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 

 


