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Lessons from the Sower #2-  
Sow everywhere Church-Pastor Larry Booth 

 

“Why compare God’s Word to seed? Because the Word is “living and powerful” (Heb. 4:12, SCO). Unlike the 

words of men, the Word of God has life in it; and that life can be imparted to those who will believe. The 

truth of God must take root in the heart, be cultivated, and permitted to bear fruit. It is shocking to realize 

that three fourths of the seed did not bear fruit. Jesus did not describe an age of great harvest, but one in 

which the Word would be rejected. He was not impressed with the “great multitudes” that followed Him, 

for He knew that most of the people would not receive His Word within and bear fruit.”1 -W. Wiersbe. 

 

Mark 4:1-9 (matt 13:1-9, Luke 8:4-8) 

Mark 4:1-9 (KJV)  
1  And he began again to teach by 
the sea side: and there was 
gathered unto him a great 
multitude, so that he entered into a 
ship, and sat in the sea; and the 
whole multitude was by the sea on 
the land.  
2  And he taught them many things 
by parables, and said unto them in 
his doctrine,  
3  Hearken; Behold, there went out a 
sower to sow:  
4  And it came to pass, as he sowed, 
some fell by the way side, and the 
fowls of the air came and devoured 
it up.  
5  And some fell on stony ground, 
where it had not much earth; and 
immediately it sprang up, because it 
had no depth of earth:  
6  But when the sun was up, it was 
scorched; and because it had no 
root, it withered away.  
7  And some fell among thorns, and 
the thorns grew up, and choked it, 
and it yielded no fruit.  
8  And other fell on good ground, 
and did yield fruit that sprang up 
and increased; and brought forth, 
some thirty, and some sixty, and 

Matthew 13:1-9 (KJV)  
1   The same day went Jesus out of 
the house, and sat by the sea side.  
2  And great multitudes were 
gathered together unto him, so that 
he went into a ship, and sat; and the 
whole multitude stood on the 
shore.  
3  And he spake many things unto 
them in parables, saying, Behold, a 
sower went forth to sow;  
4  And when he sowed, some seeds 
fell by the way side, and the fowls 
came and devoured them up:  
5  Some fell upon stony places, 
where they had not much earth: 
and forthwith they sprung up, 
because they had no deepness of 
earth:  
6  And when the sun was up, they 
were scorched; and because they 
had no root, they withered away.  
7  And some fell among thorns; and 
the thorns sprung up, and choked 
them:  
8  But other fell into good ground, 
and brought forth fruit, some an 
hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some 
thirtyfold.  
9  Who hath ears to hear, let him 
hear.  

Luke 8:4-8 (KJV)  
4  And when much people were 
gathered together, and were come 
to him out of every city, he spake by 
a parable:  
5  A sower went out to sow his seed: 
and as he sowed, some fell by the 
way side; and it was trodden down, 
and the fowls of the air devoured it.  
6  And some fell upon a rock; and as 
soon as it was sprung up, it 
withered away, because it lacked 
moisture.  
7  And some fell among thorns; and 
the thorns sprang up with it, and 
choked it.  
8  And other fell on good ground, 
and sprang up, and bare fruit an 
hundredfold. And when he had said 
these things, he cried, He that hath 
ears to hear, let him hear.  
 

                                                      
1 Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 1, p. 45). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
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some an hundred.  
9  And he said unto them, He that 
hath ears to hear, let him hear.  
 

 

 

 

I. The Sower is not faulted for where he sows-the emphasis is on the places or the 
hearts where it is sown. 

 

A. The point is that he sows WHERE EVER he goes 
B. It seems the fault lies with the location where it was sown 
C. It’s not the seeds fault it does not grow 
D. The type of location is determined by the person receiving the word 
E. All those present in the crowd that day wanted to hear Jesus, but not all had 

prepared their hearts to hear. He was commenting on the crowd in front of him. 
 

“In order that the admonitions of the parable may benefit us the more, it must be kept steadily in 
view that no mention is made therein of despisers of the word, but only of those in whom appears 
a certain measure of docility.” Doubtless there were ‘wayside’ hearers in the crowd to whom the 
parable was addressed; yet all present had come with more or less desire to hear Christ preach, 
and learn at His lips the doctrine of the kingdom.”2 –A.B. Bruce 

 
 

The Secret of what seeds produce 
 
REVIEW: 

Luke 8:16 (HCSB)  
16  “No one, after lighting a lamp, covers it with a basket or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a lampstand 
so that those who come in may see its light.  

 

a. Don’t hide the light-Revelation given by God- Salvation light 

b. Can’t be in secret 

c. Make it your purpose so others can see the light 

d. Great personal revelations should be shared- Don’t cover it! 
 

Luke 8:18 (HCSB)  
18  Therefore take care how you listen. For whoever has, more will be given to him; and whoever does not 
have, even what he thinks he has will be taken away from him.” 

 
 

                                                      
2 Bruce, A. B. (1904). The Parabolic Teaching of Christ: A Systematic and Critical Study of the Parables of Our Lord (Third Revised 

Edition., p. 25). New York: A. C. Armstrong and Son. 
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II. The Sower sows the Word (logos) of God 
 

Mark 4:14-20 (Matt 13:18-23, Luke 8:11-15) 

Mark 4:14-20 (KJV)  

 
14  The sower soweth the word.  

15  And these are they by the way 

side, where the word is sown; but 

when they have heard, Satan 

cometh immediately, and taketh 

away the word that was sown in 

their hearts.  

Matthew 13:18-23 (KJV)  
18  Hear ye therefore the parable of 

the sower.  
19  When any one heareth the word 

of the kingdom, and understandeth 

it not, then cometh the wicked one, 

and catcheth away that which was 

sown in his heart. This is he which 

received seed by the way side.  

Luke 8:11-15 (KJV)  
11  Now the parable is this: The seed 

is the word of God.  
12  Those by the way side are they 

that hear; then cometh the devil, 

and taketh away the word out of 

their hearts, lest they should believe 

and be saved.  

 
 

Who is the sower?  
Where did he sow? 
When should he sow?  
To whom do we sow? 
 

1 John 4:17 (KJV)  
17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are 
we in this world. 
 

A. Who are we? The Church 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-13 (KJV)  
12  For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, 
are one body: so also is Christ.  
13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be 
bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  

 
B. When did the church start? Resurrection 

 
1 Corinthians 15:13-17 (KJV)  
13  But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen:  
14  And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.  
15  Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised up 
Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not.  
16  For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised:  
17  And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 
 
Ephesians 4:7-13 (KJV)  
7  But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.  
8  Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.  
9  (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth?  
10  He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all 
things.)  
11  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
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teachers;  
12  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:  
13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 

 

C. Who was it’s first members? 
 

  Christ is the head of the church- He is the first member-  
 

Colossians 1:17-18 (KJV)  
17  And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.  
18  And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; 
that in all things he might have the preeminence. 

 
 John believed before the rest 

 
John 20:8 (KJV)  
8  Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and 
believed. 

 
 Mary Magdalene - Go and tell 

 
John 20:14-18 (KJV)  
14  And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it 
was Jesus.  
15  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be 
the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, 
and I will take him away.  
16  Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, 
Master.  
17  Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, 
and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.  
18  Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken 
these things unto her. 

 
Luke 8:2 (KJV)  
2  And certain women, which had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary called Magdalene, 
out of whom went seven devils, 
 

 Two men on the road to Emmaus- Cleopas 
 

Luke 24:30-32 (KJV)  
30  And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and 
gave to them.  
31  And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight.  
32  And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the 
way, and while he opened to us the scriptures? 
 

 The group 
John 20:19-22 (KJV)  
19  Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where 
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the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto 
them, Peace be unto you.  
20  And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples 
glad, when they saw the Lord.  
21  Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.  
22  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:  

 

III. The last message before the crucifixion in the upper room to the church- John 14-17 
 

John 14:3-6 (KJV)  
3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also.  
4  And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.  
5  Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?  
6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  
 
John 14:16-18 (KJV)  
16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for 
ever;  
17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth 
him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.  
18  I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.  
 

IV. Something more- Pentecost 
 
Acts 1:4-5 (KJV)  
4  And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, 
but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.  
5  For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 
 
Acts 1:8-9 (KJV)  
8  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.  
9  And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of 
their sight. 
 

V. What is our purpose? SOW 
 
Matthew 28:16-20 (KJV)  
16  Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them.  
17  And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted.  
18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  
19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost:  
20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen.  

 
Mark 16:14-20 (KJV)  
14  Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and 
hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen.  
15  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  
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16  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.  
17  And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with 
new tongues;  
18  They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on 
the sick, and they shall recover.  
19  So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of 
God.  
20  And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with 
signs following. Amen.  

 
VI. “What does this parable mean?” There are four categories of willing hearers- Luke 8 

VII. Four places the seed is sown- Interpretation- Hearts and minds 
 

VIII. Conclusion 
 
Generally speaking this parable is not just about soul winning or even salvation itself. It’s not about 
backsliding either. So even the one who receives the word with joy and stumbles is not primarily about 
believers falling back. The focus is not on the sower. It is on those who receive the word. It’s about 
people getting close to “getting it,” and losing the growth and what the seed produces. Weather the 
revelation or understanding of salvation itself (Luke 8:12), or some other truth in the seed of revelation 
that it may represent to us.  
 
This parable is about HOW WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS TO HEAR (Luke 8:18). It is about the condition of 
the heart prepared for the word. It might even be likened to all classes of individuals including 
believers, who for one reason or another have a readiness to hear the word or not.  
 
God first of all gives revelation to those who have ears to hear, and secondly causes it to multiply in 
their lives according to their condition of heart. Some with a greater yield of fruit and some with less. 
Without a doubt this parable speaks to the Jewish generation that Jesus lived in, that they were ready 
to hear something new, but didn’t have the depth of heart to hear the real truth. 

 
 


