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Lessons from Luke 18- Don’t hide your 

Light- Pastor Larry 
 

“Why compare God’s Word to seed? Because the Word is “living and powerful” (Heb. 4:12, SCO). Unlike the 

words of men, the Word of God has life in it; and that life can be imparted to those who will believe. The 

truth of God must take root in the heart, be cultivated, and permitted to bear fruit. It is shocking to realize 

that three fourths of the seed did not bear fruit. Jesus did not describe an age of great harvest, but one in 

which the Word would be rejected. He was not impressed with the “great multitudes” that followed Him, 

for He knew that most of the people would not receive His Word within and bear fruit.”1 -W. Wiersbe. 

 

Mark 4:1-9 (matt 13:1-9, Luke 8:4-8) 

 

I. The Sower is not faulted for where he sows-the emphasis is on the places or the 
hearts where it is sown. 

 

A. The point is that he sows WHEREEVER he goes 
B. It seems the fault lies with the location where it was sown 
C. Its not the seeds fault it does not grow 
D. The type of location is determined by the person receiving the word 
E. All those present in the crowd that day wanted to hear Jesus, but not all had 

prepared their hearts to hear. He was commenting on the crowd in front of him. 
 

“In order that the admonitions of the parable may benefit us the more, it must be kept steadily in 
view that no mention is made therein of despisers of the word, but only of those in whom appears 
a certain measure of docility.” Doubtless there were ‘wayside’ hearers in the crowd to whom the 
parable was addressed; yet all present had come with more or less desire to hear Christ preach, 
and learn at His lips the doctrine of the kingdom.”2 –A.B. Bruce 

 

Mark 4:10-12 9 Matt 13:10-15, Luke 8:9-10) 

 

II. “What does this parable mean?” There are four categories of willing hearers- Luke 8 

                                                      
1 Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 1, p. 45). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
2 Bruce, A. B. (1904). The Parabolic Teaching of Christ: A Systematic and Critical Study of the Parables of Our Lord (Third Revised 

Edition., p. 25). New York: A. C. Armstrong and Son. 
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A. This question found only this way in Luke’s version Luke 8:9 and was asked after 
the parable was told. Overview 
 
Luke 8:9-10 (HCSB)  
9  Then His disciples asked Him, “What does this parable mean?”  
10  So He said, “The secrets of the kingdom of God have been given for you to know, but to the rest it is in 
parables, so that Looking they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.  

 
Matt 13:10 says a Disciple asked “Why do you speak to them in parables?”  Mark 4:10 says that 
when He was alone with the disciples later “they ask Him of the parable.” 
 

B. “It has been given to you the secrets of the kingdom” 
C. If you have SOME you will have more- Abundance 
D. 30,60,100 fold yield of revelation (specific and understood) word- what is 

produced are Rhemas of God (Seeds are Logos) 
E. If you have no revelation everything will be taken away- 
F. Born of incorruptible word (1 Peter 1:23) 

 

III.  Why did Jesus speak in parables? Matthew 13:10 

 

A. To conceal revelation from those who have intentionally shut their eyes (Matt 
13:15) 

B. To reveal the secrets to those who genuinely from their hearts want to know 
(Matt 15:13b) 

C. Matt 13:11 “To you it has been given to know the secrets” your eyes see, your ears 
hear (Matt 13:16) “To them it is not given.” 

D. To fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy-(Matt 13:14; Isaiah 6:9-10) All parables were primarily 
about Israel. 

 

“They had accepted the light; therefore, they would receive more light. The Jewish nation, on the 
other hand, had rejected the Light of the world; therefore they were not only prevented from 
receiving more light, they would lose what little light they had. Light rejected is light denied.”3 –W. 
MacDonald. 

 

 

 

                                                      
3 MacDonald, W. (1995). Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments. (A. Farstad, Ed.) (Mt 13:12). Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson. 
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Mark 4:1-9 (Matt 13:1-9, Luke 8:4-8) 

 

IV. Four places the seed is sown- Interpretation- Hearts and minds 
 
Luke 8:4-8 (HCSB)  
4  As a large crowd was gathering, and people were flocking to Him from every town, He said in a parable:  
5  “A sower went out to sow his seed. As he was sowing, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the 
birds of the sky ate it up.  
6  Other seed fell on the rock; when it sprang up, it withered, since it lacked moisture.  
7  Other seed fell among thorns; the thorns sprang up with it and choked it.  
8  Still other seed fell on good ground; when it sprang up, it produced a crop: 100 times ⌊what was sown⌋.” As 
He said this, He called out, “Anyone who has ears to hear should listen!”  
 

A. The Path- Hardened walkway 
 

 Ground trampled on- could mean head knowledge- intellectualism destroys it 
 Birds ate it up- Satan takes away words in their hearts (Luke 8:12) 
 We must remember, in the quaint words of a wiser expositor, that “the trodden path is after all 

not a rock,4 These are not hardened despisers of the word. 
 

 

B. Gravel- The Rocks (Luke 8:6)- Among wrong friends 
 

 Not much soil- could mean no depth, poor teaching, or close to people who are rocks concerning 
the word of God helping to obstruct depth 

 Sun Rose- Luke 8:6, Lack of moisture or lack of Holy Spirit refreshing 
 Sun- Tribulation or persecution, times of testing (Luke) 
 Luke 8:13- “Believe only for awhile” 

 
 

C. Thorns- Things that stop the growth- Distractions 
 

 Thorns grew up with it- Cares of the world, lure of wealth, pleasures of life, or desires for other 
things 

 Choked it 
 The problem is that these things hinder and distract from great revelation 
 Remember this is not about salvation. This parable is about HOW you hear. 
 The Spirit of god is jealous over us prioritizing other things before our time with Him  

 

                                                      
4 Bruce, A. B. (1904). The Parabolic Teaching of Christ: A Systematic and Critical Study of the Parables of Our Lord (Third Revised 

Edition., p. 25). New York: A. C. Armstrong and Son. 
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Luke 8:18 (HCSB)  
18  Therefore take care how you listen. For whoever has, more will be given to him; and whoever does not 
have, even what he thinks he has will be taken away from him.” 

 
This is before the cross. This is about more revelation being multiplied from the word- The word 
producing word… 30,60,100 fold 

 

D. Good Soil- One who hears the right way-  Luke 8:18- Those who take care HOW 
they listen 

 

 Hear the word 
 Understand it- Matt 13:23 

 
Matthew 13:23 (KJV)  
23  But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; 
which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 

 

 Receive or Accept it- Mark 4:20 
 
 
Mark 4:20 (KJV)  
20  And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and 
bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred. 

 
 Keep it- Hold it fast in an honest and good heart- Luke 8:15 

 
 
Luke 8:15 (KJV)  
15  But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, 
keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience. 
 

 Wait with patient endurance- Vs 15 
 

Luke 8:15 (HCSB)  
15  But the seed in the good ground—these are the ones who, having heard the word with an honest 
and good heart, hold on to it and by enduring, (gr. Hypomone- Cheerful hopeful constant endurance) 
bear fruit. 
 

 

Mark 4:21-25, (Matt 13:11-13, Luke 8:16-18) 

 

V. The Secret of what seeds produce 
 
Matthew 13:11-12 (HCSB)  
11  He answered them, “Because the secrets of the kingdom of heaven have been given for you to know, but it 
has not been given to them.  
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12  For whoever has, ⌊more⌋ will be given to him, and he will have more than enough. But whoever does not 
have, even what he has will be taken away from him.  

 

Matt 13:12- Those who have? Have what? A word (secrets of the kingdom) that produce abundance 
Revelation = Revealed word or Rhema 

 

 If you have “it”, more will be given- Seed in good ground does what it was created to do-produce 
 Supernatural production- Not a normal harvest. 6-10 percent is good 
 Those who have nothing-Everything will be taken away- Israel- Luke 8:18 “What they seem to 

have” 
 

 It is the revealed word by revelation- Revelation- compared to light- Luke 8:16-18 
 

Luke 8:16 (HCSB)  
16  “No one, after lighting a lamp, covers it with a basket or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a 
lampstand so that those who come in may see its light.  

 

a. Don’t hide the light-Revelation given by God- Salvation light 

b. Can’t be in secret 

c. Make it your purpose so others can see the light 

d. Great personal revelations should be shared- Don’t cover it! 

 

 The measure you give determines your harvest Luke 8:18- Pay attention to how you listen (see 
above). 
 

 We determine our ground with the Lord’s help- Our heart and how it receives the word. This 
Story is not about the sower or sloppy sowing. 
 

“Finally the disciples are given a vision as to the tremendous returns from investing in human 

personality. Thirtyfold is 3,000 percent return, sixtyfold is 6,000 percent return, and one 

hundredfold is 10,000 percent return on the investment. There is actually no way of measuring 

the results of a single case of genuine conversion. An obscure Sunday school teacher invested 

in Dwight L. Moody. Moody won others. They in turn won others. The Sunday school teacher 

started a chain reaction that will never stop.”5 

The Believer’s Bible Commentary: 

“The Responsibility of Those Who Hear (8:16–18)  

8:16 At first glance there does not seem to be much connection between this section and 

what has gone before. Actually, however, there is a continuous flow of thought. The Savior is 

still emphasizing the importance of what His disciples do with His teachings. He likens Himself 

                                                      
5 MacDonald, W. (1995). Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments. (A. Farstad, Ed.) (Mt 13:23). Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson. 

KEY: 

KEY: 
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to a man who has lit a lamp, not to be put under a vessel or under a bed, but on a lampstand 

for all to see the light. In teaching the disciples the principles of the kingdom of God, He was 

lighting a lamp. What should they do with it?  

First of all, they should not cover it with a vessel. In Matthew 5:15, Mark 4:21, and Luke 

11:33 (KJV), the vessel is spoken of as a bushel. This of course is a unit of measure used in the 

world of commerce. So hiding the lamp under a bushel could speak of allowing one’s 

testimony to be obscured or crowded out in the rush of business life. It would be better to 

put the lamp on top of the bushel, that is, practice Christianity in the marketplace and use 

one’s business as a pulpit for propagating the gospel. 

Secondly, the disciple should not hide the lamp under a bed. The bed speaks of rest, 

comfort, sloth, and indulgence. How these can hinder the light from shining! The disciple 

should put the lamp on a stand. In other words, he should live and preach the truth so that all 

can see. 

8:17 Verse 17 seems to suggest that if we allow the message to be confined because of 

business or laziness, our neglect and failure will be exposed. Hiding of the truth will be 

revealed, and keeping it a secret will come to light. 

8:18 Therefore we should be careful how we hear. If we are faithful in sharing the truth 

with others, then God will reveal new and deeper truths to us. If, on the other hand, we do 

not have this spirit of evangelistic zeal, God will deprive us of the truth we think we possess. 

What we don’t use, we lose. G. H. Lang comments: 

“The disciples listened with a mind eager to understand and ready to believe and 

obey: the rest heard with either listlessness, or curiosity, or resolute opposition. To the 

former more knowledge would be granted; the latter would be deprived of what 

knowledge they seemed to have.”  

For we must share if we would keep 

That good thing from above: 

Ceasing to give, we cease to have; 

Such is the law of love. 

—R. C. Trench6 

VI. Conclusion 
 
Generally speaking this parable is not just about soul winning or even salvation itself. It’s not about 
backsliding either. So even the one who receives the word with joy and stumbles is not primarily about 
believers falling back. The focus is not on the sower. It is on those who receive the word. It’s about 
people getting close to “getting it,” and losing the growth and what the seed produces. Weather the 

                                                      
6 MacDonald, W. (1995). Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments. (A. Farstad, Ed.) (Lk 8:11–18). Nashville: 

Thomas Nelson. 
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revelation or understanding of salvation itself (Luke 8:12), or some other truth in the seed of revelation 
that it may represent to us.  
 
This parable is about HOW WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS TO HEAR (Luke 8:18). It is about the condition of 
the heart prepared for the word. It might even be likened to all classes of individuals including 
believers, who for one reason or another have a readiness to hear the word or not.  
 
God first of all gives revelation to those who have ears to hear, and secondly causes it to multiply in 
their lives according to their condition of heart. Some with a greater yield of fruit and some with less. 
Without a doubt this parable speaks to the Jewish generation that Jesus lived in, that they were ready 
to hear something new, but didn’t have the depth of heart to hear the real truth. 

 

 


