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Lessons from the Sower #3 
Two questions- Pastor Larry Booth 

 

REVIEW: 
 

Part 1- The Secret of what seeds produce 
 

Luke 8:16 (HCSB)  
16  “No one, after lighting a lamp, covers it with a basket or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a lampstand 
so that those who come in may see its light.  

 

a. Don’t hide the light-Revelation given by God- Salvation light 

b. Can’t be in secret 

c. Make it your purpose so others can see the light 

d. Great personal revelations should be shared- Don’t cover it! 
 

Luke 8:18 (HCSB)  
18  Therefore take care how you listen. For whoever has, more will be given to him; and whoever does not 
have, even what he thinks he has will be taken away from him.” 

 

Part 2- Sow the Word! The Sower is not faulted for where he sows-the emphasis is 
on the places or the hearts where it is sown. 

A. The point is that he sows WHERE EVER he goes 
B. It seems the fault lies with the location where it was sown 
C. It’s not the seeds fault it does not grow 
D. The type of location is determined by the person receiving the word 
E. All those present in the crowd that day wanted to hear Jesus, but not all had prepared their 

hearts to hear. He was commenting on the crowd in front of him. 
 

 

I. Two questions asked here- Why do you speak to them in parables? “What does this 
parable mean?”  

Mark 4:10-13,  Matt 13:10-15, Luke 8:9-10 
 

Mark 4:10-13 (KJV)  
10  And when he was alone, they 

that were about him with the 

twelve asked of him the parable.  
11  And he said unto them, Unto 

you it is given to know the mystery 

of the kingdom of God: but unto 

them that are without, all these 

things are done in parables:  

Matthew 13:10-15 (KJV)  
10  And the disciples came, and said 

unto him, Why speakest thou unto 

them in parables?  
11  He answered and said unto 

them, Because it is given unto you 

to know the mysteries of the 

kingdom of heaven, but to them it 

is not given.  

Luke 8:9-10 (KJV)  
9  And his disciples asked him, 

saying, What might this parable 

be?  
10  And he said, Unto you it is given 

to know the mysteries of the 

kingdom of God: but to others in 

parables; that seeing they might 
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12  That seeing they may see, and 

not perceive; and hearing they may 

hear, and not understand; lest at 

any time they should be converted, 

and their sins should be forgiven 

them. 

13  And he said unto them, Know ye 

not this parable? and how then will 

ye know all parables? 

 
Jesus quoted Isaiah 
 
Isaiah 6:9-10 (HCSB)  
9  And He replied: Go! Say to these 
people: Keep listening, 
but do not understand; keep 
looking, but do not perceive.  
10  Dull the minds of these people; 
deafen their ears and blind 
their eyes; otherwise they might 
see with their eyes and hear 
with their ears, understand 
with their minds, turn back, 
and be healed.  

 

12  For whosoever hath, to him 

shall be given, and he shall have 

more abundance: but whosoever 

hath not, from him shall be taken 

away even that he hath.  
13  Therefore speak I to them in 

parables: because they seeing see 

not; and hearing they hear not, 

neither do they understand.  
14  And in them is fulfilled the 

prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By 

hearing ye shall hear, and shall not 

understand; and seeing ye shall 

see, and shall not perceive:  
15  For this people's heart is waxed 

gross, and their ears are dull of 

hearing, and their eyes they have 

closed; lest at any time they 

should see with their eyes, and 

hear with their ears, and should 

understand with their heart, and 

should be converted, and I should 

heal them. 

not see, and hearing they might 

not understand. 

 

A. What does this parable mean? This second question is found only this way in 
Luke’s version Luke 8:9 and was asked after the parable was told. This we will 
discuss later in detail. It has to do with the heart of the individual. 
 
Luke 8:9-10 (HCSB)  
9  Then His disciples asked Him, “What does this parable mean?”  
10  So He said, “The secrets of the kingdom of God have been given for you to know, but to the rest it is in 
parables, so that Looking they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.  

 
Matt 13:10 says a Disciple asked “Why do you speak to them in parables?”  Mark 4:10 says that 
when He was alone with the disciples later “they ask Him of the parable.” 
 

B. “It has been given to you to know and understand the secrets (a revelation) of the 
kingdom” Overview 

  If you have SOME you will have more- Abundance 
 30,60,100 fold yield of revelation (specific and understood) word- what is produced are Rhemas 

of God (Seeds are Logos) 
 If you have no revelation everything will be taken away- 
 Born of incorruptible word (1 Peter 1:23) 
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II. The first question: Why did Jesus speak in parables? Matthew 13:10, 13-17 
 
Matthew 13:10 (KJV)  
10  And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables? 

 
Matthew 13:13-17 (HCSB)  
13  For this reason I speak to them in parables, because looking they do not see, and hearing they do not listen 
or understand.  
14  Isaiah’s prophecy is fulfilled in them, which says: You will listen and listen, yet never understand; and you 
will look and look, yet never perceive.  
15  For this people’s heart has grown callous; their ears are hard of hearing, and they have shut their eyes; 
otherwise they might see with their eyes and hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and 
turn back— and I would cure them.  
16  “But your eyes are blessed because they do see, and your ears because they do hear!  
17  For I assure you: Many prophets and righteous people longed to see the things you see yet didn’t see them; 
to hear the things you hear yet didn’t hear them.  

 
A. To conceal revelation from those who have intentionally shut their eyes (Matt 

13:15) 
 
“Jesus drew a distinction between those who accepted His teaching, such as the Twelve, and those 
who rejected it, such as the scribes and Pharisees. Those "outside" were those outside the circle of 
discipleship. God was giving those who welcomed Jesus' teaching new revelation about the 
coming messianic kingdom. He was withholding that revelation from those who rejected Him.” — 
Tom Constable's Notes on the Bible 

 
B. To reveal the secrets to those who genuinely from their hearts want to know 

(Matt 13:13b) 
Matt 13:11 “To you it has been given to know the secrets” your eyes see, your ears hear (Matt 
13:16) “To them it is not given.” 
 

C. To fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy-(Matt 13:14; Isaiah 6:9-10) All parables were primarily 
about Israel. 

 

“They had accepted the light; therefore, they would receive more light. The Jewish nation, on the 
other hand, had rejected the Light of the world; therefore they were not only prevented from 
receiving more light, they would lose what little light they had. Light rejected is light denied.”1 –W. 
MacDonald. 

 

III. Second Question (What does this parable mean?) explained- Four places the seed is 
sown- Interpretation- Hearts and minds 

 

                                                      
1 MacDonald, W. (1995). Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments. (A. Farstad, Ed.) (Mt 13:12). Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson. 


