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Living a Life of Excellence (Virtue) #11 Agape Love part 2- 

 Pastor Larry Booth 
 

Review- 2 Peter 1:1-15 
 

A. Vs. 5-7- Seven steps of virtuous living 
   Faith is the foundation 

1. Excellence 
2. Knowledge 
3. Self-control 
4. Steadfast endurance- Waiting for God to do something 
5. Godliness 
6. Brotherly love and kindness- Philadelphia 
7. The God kind of Love- Agape 

 

B. Vs. 8-10- If you do these things: 
 

1. Never “barren” inactive or unemployed 
2. “unfruitful” without fruit in your life and knowing God 
3. You will never fall or stumble/trip- Vs. 10 

 

Lesson 2- The starting point is faith-2 Peter 1:5,  
 
Before we can display the attributes of the character of God we must first start with true saving 
faith or else we do mere works of religion and not lasting works. Religious works are not the fruit 
that the Spirit bears in the lives of every believer. 
 

Lesson 3- Virtue-Moral Excellence- Vs 5 
 
Arete - Spiritual maturity is a quest for character for which there will be little progress without the 
pursuit of excellence.” LB- “Moral excellence is the will to do what is right without being 
compelled by others to do so. Thus to “be a man” when the definition of “man” meant everything 
good that manhood use to represent” 
 

Lesson 4- Knowledge- 
 
LB- To understand by learning how God looks at something. 1 Cor. 14:6 HCSB- 
“Add knowledge (gnosin): practical intelligence, practical wisdom, practical insight. It means 
knowing what to do in every situation and doing it; it is practical, day to day knowledge that sees 
situations and knows how to handle them. It is seeing the trials and temptations of life and 
knowing what to do with them and doing it.”1 

 

Lesson 5- Temperance-self Control- 

                                                      
1 Leadership Ministries Worldwide. 1 Peter–Jude. Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide, 1996. Print. The 

Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/posbkjv81pe1?ref=Bible.2Pe1.5-7&off=1640&ctx=(1+Th.+4:11%E2%80%9312).%0ab.+~Add+knowledge+(gnosi
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TDNT- Enkrateia- “This group takes its sense from the stem krat- denoting power or lordship. Thus 
enkratḗs means “having power over all things and the self,” enkráteia means “dominion over the 
self or something,” with the nuances of “steadfastness” and “self-control”2 
LB- “The ability to self-control or rule our strong desires that come from the flesh, the will, or the 
spirit, whether good or bad desires. Like M. Green in the Tyndale commentary says “This is to be 
exercised not only in food and drink, but in every aspect of life.” 
 

Lesson 6- Steadfast endurance- 2 Peter 1:6  
 
Hupomonḗ is associated with hope (1 Thess. 1:3) and refers to that quality of character which does 
not allow one to surrender to circumstances or succumb under trial.3 
LB- A cheerful waiting behind and expectation with steadfast patient endurance through hardship 
until your breakthrough happens.  

 

Lesson 7 & 8- Godliness- 2 Peter 1:3,6  
eusebeia (Well-Devoted LB- Devotion to God in one’s actions. A personal attitude toward God with 
a moralistic view of conduct- piety. Being aware of God’s watchful presence allows one to live a 
better devoted life. Thus the Greek form of this word was used to mean “a religious man.” In 
Christianity it would not necessarily mean “religious,” but “Christ like”, and one who honors God 
and respects men with one’s actions.  

 

Lesson 9- Brotherly Kindness- 2 Peter 1:7 
philadelphia Add brotherly kindness (philadelphian): the very special love that exists between 
brothers and sisters within a loving family, brothers and sisters who truly cherish one another. The 
Greek word brother (adelphos) means from the same womb. The word used for love is phileo, 
which means deep-seated affection and care, genuine and warm feelings within the heart. It is the 
kind of love that holds a person near and dear to your heart. Now note: the two Greek words are 
combined together by the writer to convey what he means by brotherly love. LB- Sweet warm 
affection, particularly that of family love and siblings. It is what we have for those in the family of 
God. 
 
REVIEW: Have “family like affection” with brotherly love- Romans 12:9-11 (KJ & GW) 

1. Notice the Greek “Let Agape love be without hypocrisy” 
2. The church is to be characterized by brotherly love.  
3. The church is to be characterized by a spirit of warm affection and honor towards our 

brethren. 
 

I. Lesson 10- Agape Love- 2 Peter 1:7 
 

A. Definition 
1. Ceslas Spicq- “So what does agapē mean in the NT? It is the most rational kind of love, 

inasmuch as it involves recognition and judgment of value, whence its frequent nuance 
of “preference.” The verb agapaō most often means “value, set great store by, hold in 

                                                      
2 Kittel, Gerhard, Gerhard Friedrich, and Geoffrey William Bromiley. Theological Dictionary of the New Testament 1985 : 

196. Print. 
3 Zodhiates, Spiros. The complete word study dictionary: New Testament 2000 : n. pag. Print. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/tdnta?ref=Page.p+196&off=800&ctx=se+self-control%5d%0a1.+~This+group+takes+its
https://ref.ly/logosres/wsntdict?ref=GreekStrongs.5281&off=1&ctx=+%0a~5281.+%CF%85%CC%94%CF%80%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%BF%CE%BD%CE%B7%CC%81+hupomone%CC%84%CC%81%3b+gen.+hupom
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high esteem,” it is a love with deep respect (1 Pet 2:17), which often goes along with 
admiration and can become adoration. This esteem and goodwill tend to be expressed 
in appropriate words and deeds. Unlike other loves, which can remain hidden in the 
heart, it is essential to charity to manifest itself, to demonstrate itself, to provide 
proofs, to put itself on display; so much so that in the NT it would almost always be 
necessary to translate agapē as “demonstration of love.” This affection—unlike erōs, 
which in the literature brings endless suffering and disaster—is accompanied by 
contentment, since the ordinary meaning of agapaō is to be happy, satisfied. But in 
Christian usage, since it is a divine love, coming from heaven (Rom 5:5)… Finally, and 
perhaps above all, while friendship is properly used only of a relationship between 
equals, agapē links persons of different conditions: with rulers, benefactors, and 
fathers; it is a disinterested and generous love, full of thoughtfulness and concern. It is 
in this sense that God is agapē and loves the world.”4 

2. Merrill C Tenney- It is used of divine love and usually carries the connotation of will or 
purpose as well as that of affection.5 

3. LB- Agape covers and includes brotherly love but extends much farther to outsiders 
and enemies. It is the next step of loving others.  Like charity, a benevolent and 
demonstrated action, but also divine and perfected love that goes much farther than 
family or brotherly love-and extends to neighbors (outsiders) and enemies. 

  

B. Verses that matter- 
 
 
John 13:34-35- “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, 
that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one 
to another”. 
 
Matthew 5:43-44 (KJV)  
43  Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.  
44  But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;  

 
1 John 3:18-19- “My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in 
truth. And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him.” 
 
Luke 7:47 (KJV)  
47  Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to 
whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. 
 
John 3:16 (KJV)  
16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

 

C. Four kinds of love 

                                                      
4 Spicq, Ceslas, and James D. Ernest. Theological lexicon of the New Testament 1994 : 13. Print. 
5 Tenney, Merrill C. “John.” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: John and Acts. Ed. Frank E. Gaebelein. Vol. 9. Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1981. 201. Print. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/tlnt?ref=VolumePage.V+1%2c+p+13&off=280&ctx=e+of+blessedness.28%0a~Finally%2c+and+perhaps
https://ref.ly/logosres/ebc09?ref=Bible.Jn21.15-17&off=1376&ctx=pears+in+John+3:16.+~It+is+used+of+divine
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1. Storgē (stergō) refers either to the tender feelings that parents naturally feel toward 
their children or children toward their siblings and parents, or to the bond that unites 
husband and wife6 

2. Eros-Physical erotic, romantic, religious cultic 
3. Phileo- 

Strong-“from <G5384> (philos); to be a friend to (fond of [an individual or an 
object]), i.e. have affection for (denoting personal attachment, as a matter of 
sentiment or feeling;”7 
Zodhiates-“To be content with, denoting common interests, hence to befriend.”8 
“The kind of love that is expressed by a kiss” 
Spicq-“…it often refers to affection pure and simple, attachment, sympathy, always 
marked by a kindly attitude, and good will.”9 

4. Agapao- is used of God’s love toward man and vice versa, 10 
 

D. Two words for love used by Christ at Peter’s encounter with Christ, with a 
threefold restoration- John 21:15-19 
“The three questions Jesus addressed to Peter stand in contrast to Peter’s three denials.”11 (See 
Matt. 26:33, 35; Luke 22:33; John 13:37. After saying earlier he would not forsake the Lord, 
three times Peter said he did not even know the Lord (John 18:17, 25, 27). Peter had already 
repented but Jesus restored him to leadership here. 

 
The Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible- “Jesus needed to teach the disciples the one basic 
essential for ministry. None of them, not even a charismatic leader such as Peter, could ever 
minister and bear godly fruit unless he loved the flock of God.”12 

 
1. Simon, do you really love Me at all cost (agapao-verb perfectly, supremely) more than 

the rest of the disciples, as you boasted (Mt. 26:33-35)? Yes Lord, You know that I am 
fond (phileo- I have friendly affection for) of you. “Peter would no longer boast that he 
would never forsake the Lord, even if all the other disciples did. He had learned his 
lesson.”13  Jesus says to him, “Feed (bosko (GSN-<G1006>), to feed, tend a flock, 
provide pasture for, take care of), my lambs” Perhaps “serve your brothers.” Restoring 
his leadership. Note: S. Zodhiates in The complete word study dictionary: New 
Testament looks at this differently by saying that Peter is saying “I am your friend” 
which he says denotes a closer than agape relationship. 

2. Simon, do you agapao me? Same answer from Peter- “Feed like a Shepard would (or 
”take care of” a different Greek word poimaine, “herd, lead to pasture” implying the 

                                                      
6 Spicq, Ceslas, and James D. Ernest. Theological lexicon of the New Testament 1994 : 9. Print. 
7 James Strong, Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary, (Austin, TX: WORDsearch Corp., 2007), WORDsearch CROSS e-

book, Under: "5368". 
8 Zodhiates, Spiros. The complete word study dictionary: New Testament 2000 : n. pag. Print. 
9 Spicq, Ceslas, and James D. Ernest. Theological lexicon of the New Testament 1994 : 10. Print. 

10 Zodhiates, Spiros. The complete word study dictionary: New Testament 2000 : n. pag. Print. 
11 Tenney, Merrill C. “John.” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: John and Acts. Ed. Frank E. Gaebelein. Vol. 9. Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1981. 201. Print. 
12 Leadership Ministries Worldwide. The Gospel according to John. Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide, 

2004. Print. The Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible. 
13 MacDonald, William. Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments. Ed. Arthur Farstad. Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson, 1995. Print. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G5384
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+26%3A33-35
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G1006
https://ref.ly/logosres/wsntdict?ref=GreekStrongs.25&off=2620&ctx=Rev.+1:5%3b+20:9.%0a(V)+~Contrast+with+phile%CC%81
https://ref.ly/logosres/wsntdict?ref=GreekStrongs.25&off=2620&ctx=Rev.+1:5%3b+20:9.%0a(V)+~Contrast+with+phile%CC%81
https://ref.ly/logosres/tlnt?ref=VolumePage.V+1%2c+p+9&off=75&ctx=es+of+love.8+First%2c+~storge%CC%84+(stergo%CC%84)+re
https://ref.ly/logosres/wsntdict?ref=GreekStrongs.25&off=2620&ctx=Rev.+1:5%3b+20:9.%0a(V)+~Contrast+with+phile%CC%81
https://ref.ly/logosres/tlnt?ref=VolumePage.V+1%2c+p+10&off=242&ctx=lane%2c15+even+though+~it+often+refers+to+a
https://ref.ly/logosres/wsntdict?ref=GreekStrongs.25&off=2742&ctx=scholars+agree+that+~agapa%CC%81o%CC%84+is+used+of+
https://ref.ly/logosres/ebc09?ref=Bible.Jn21.15-17&off=154&ctx=him+out+(cf.+15:6).+~The+three+questions+
https://ref.ly/logosres/posbkjv64jn?ref=Bible.Jn21.15&off=506&ctx=his+mission+again.%0a%E2%87%92~+Jesus+needed+to+tea
https://ref.ly/logosres/blvrcomm?ref=Bible.Jn21.15&off=625&ctx=+I+am+fond+of+You.%E2%80%9D+~Peter+would+no+longe
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total guardianship a shepherd exercises and denoting a more leadership role), “my 
sheep” Again a different word than lambs. Perhaps, meaning all the church or all the 
lost of the world. 

3. Third time Jesus says, “Simon, do you only Phileo me?” Is your love only brotherly? 
Explaining Peter’s distress. Also Peter used a different word for “know” this time. As if 
to say “You know by what I did I’m not going to say “I love you at all cost, because we 
know the truth.” This is Peter’s admission of his failure, (18:18,25) but Christ’ love to 
restore him. Now Jesus says feed (going back to bosko- lead them to pasture) my 
sheep. Was this possibly a statement that Peter would not be the head pastor in 
Jerusalem, but James would as seen later? 
 

Expositor’s Bible Commentary- “Peter’s affirmative answer to each question Is substantially the 

same. The verb “know” (oida) implies the intellectual knowledge of a fact. In his third reply, however, 

Peter strengthened his statement by using ginōskō for “know.” This word denotes knowledge gained 

through experience… Jesus’ commands to Peter also contain fine distinctions: 

1. “Feed (pasture) my lambs” (v. 15). 
2. “Take care of (shepherd) my sheep” (v. 16). 
3. “Feed (pasture) my sheep” (v. 17). 
The first and third imply only taking the sheep to pasture where they are fed; the second implies 

the total guardianship a shepherd exercises. This threefold injunction does not necessarily give Peter 
the sole responsibility for the oversight of Christ’s followers; all of his spiritually mature disciples were 
called to be shepherds (cf. 1 Peter 5:2). This challenge to Peter demanded a total renewal of his 
loyalty and reaffirmed his responsibilities.”14  

  
 

E. The kingdom of the son of His love- Same as “Beloved Son” ho agapētós-Mark 
9:7 (adjective form used) 
Colossians 1:13 (Darby)  
13  who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated [us] into the kingdom of the 
Son of his love: (literally) 

 

F. More than conquerors- Romans 8:37 
Romans 8:37 (KJV)  
37  Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 

 

G. The love the Spirit inspires-Rom. 15:30, 
1. From God-Rom. 5:5 The God kind of love 
2. For God- 

 
Matthew 22:37-40 (HCSB)  
37  He said to him, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.  
38  This is the greatest and most important command.  
39  The second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.  
40  All the Law and the Prophets depend on these two commands.”  

                                                      
14 Tenney, Merrill C. “John.” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: John and Acts. Ed. Frank E. Gaebelein. Vol. 9. Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1981. 202. Print. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/ebc09?ref=Bible.Jn21.15-17&off=2493&ctx=and+phileo%CC%84+%E2%80%9Clove.%E2%80%9D%0a~Peter%E2%80%99s+affirmative+
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3. For eachother-2 Thess. 1:3, 1 Pet. 4:8 
 

H. Perfected Love of God-1 John 2:3-6 
 

I. We are to agape our enemies not Phileo-“Love that expresses compassion”-
Matt. 5:43-44, 

Spiros Zohates- “Agapáō and never philéō is used of love toward our enemies. The 
range of philéō is wider than that of agapáō which stands higher than philéō because of 
its moral import, i.e., love that expresses compassion. We are thus commanded to love 
(agapáō) our enemies, to do what is necessary to turn them to Christ, but never to 
befriend them (philéō) by adopting their interests and becoming friends on their 
level.”15 

 
Seven Duties to Enemies:16 
  

1. To love them (Mt. 5:44; Lk. 6:27).  
  

2. To bless them (Mt. 5:44; Lk. 6:28).  
  

3. To do good to them (Mt. 5:44).  
  

4. To pray for them (Mt. 5:44; Lk. 6:28).  
  

5. To lend to them (Lk. 6:34-36).  
  

6. To be kind to them (Lk. 6:35-36).  
  

7. To be merciful to them (Lk. 6:36).  
 

J. Rom. 12:14-21-Christian ethics- Paul’s description of sincere agape (divine love)-
Vs. 9 

K. Agape not the world- 
1 John 2:15-17 (GW)  
15  Don't love the world and what it offers. Those who love the world don't have the 
Father's love in them.  
16  Not everything that the world offers—physical gratification, greed, and extravagant 
lifestyles—comes from the Father. It comes from the world, and  
17  the world and its evil desires are passing away. But the person who does what God 
wants lives forever. 

1. Don’t make a willful decision to love what is in the world 
2. Don’t demonstrate love towards it 
3. Don’t have a perfected love for the world 

 

L. 1 Cor. 13- Another description of agape-Devine love 
 

                                                      
15 Zodhiates, Spiros. The complete word study dictionary: New Testament 2000 : n. pag. Print. 
16 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or 

King James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: Romans 

"Chapter 12". 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+5%3A44
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+6%3A27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+5%3A44
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+6%3A28
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+5%3A44
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+5%3A44
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+6%3A28
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+6%3A34-36
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+6%3A35-36
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+6%3A36
https://ref.ly/logosres/wsntdict?ref=GreekStrongs.25&off=6646&ctx=hat+himself+doeth.%E2%80%9D%0a~Agapa%CC%81o%CC%84+and+never+p
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1. The Spiritual gifts should all operate with Agape, not “Agape replaces the Spiritual 
gifts,” as some teach (V.1-2) 
a. The gift of tongues 

b. The gift of prophecy 

c. The gift of word of wisdom 

d. The gift of word of knowledge 

e. Having all kinds of faith 

 

2. Without Agape I am nothing (V.2) 
 

3. Nine ingredients of Agape Devine Love-Finis Dake 
 

“Nine Ingredients of Divine Love:  
  
1. Patience -- love passive: no hurry; suffers long; bears, believes, hopes, and endures 
all things (1Cor. 13:4,7)  
  
2. Kindness -- love in action: never acts rashly or insolently; not inconsistent, puffed up, 
or proud (1Cor. 13:4)  
  
3. Generosity -- love in competition: not envious or jealous (1Cor. 13:4)  
  
4. Humility -- love in hiding: no parade; no airs; works then retires (1Cor. 13:4)  
  
5. Courtesy -- love in society: does not behave unseemly; always polite; at home with 
all classes; never rude or discourteous (1Cor. 13:5)  
  
6. Unselfishness -- love in essence: never selfish, sour, or bitter; seeks only good of 
others; does not retaliate or seek revenge (1Cor. 13:5)  
  
7. Good temper -- love in disposition: never irritated; never resentful (1Cor. 13:5)  
  
8. Righteousness -- love in conduct: hates sin; never glad when others go wrong; always 
gladdened by goodness to others; always slow to expose; always eager to believe the 
best; always hopeful, always enduring (1Cor. 13:6-7)  
  
9. Sincerity -- love in profession: never boastful and conceited; not a hypocrite; always 
honest; leaves no impression but what is strictly true; never self-assertive; does not 
blaze out in passionate anger, nor brood over wrongs; always just, joyful, and truthful; 
knows how to be silent; full of trust; always present.”17  
  

II. Conclusion: God is Love- 
 

                                                      
17 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or 

King James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: 1 Cor. 

"Chapter 13". 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+13%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+13%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+13%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+13%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+13%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+13%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+13%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+13%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+13%3A6-7
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1 John 4:8 (GW)  
8  The person who doesn't love doesn't know God, because God is love. 
 

 
 
Illustrations and Jokes 
 
 
 
“Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.”  
― Martin Luther King Jr., A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings and Speeches 

 
 
Joke: 

1. Rest In Peace 
  

One Sunday morning, the pastor noticed little Alex staring up at the large plaque that 
hung in the foyer of the church. The plaque was covered with names, and small 
American flags were mounted on either side of it. The seven year-old had been staring 
at the plaque for some time, so the pastor walked up, stood beside him and said 
quietly, “Good morning, Alex.” 

  

Good morning, Pastor,” replied the young man, still focused on the plaque. “Pastor 
McGhee, what is this?” Alex asked. 
  

“Well, son, it’s a memorial to all the men and women who have died in the service.” 

  

Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque. Little Alex’s voice was barely 
audible when he finally managed to ask, “Which one, the 9:00 or 10:30 service?” 

 
 
 

2. Show & Tell 
  

A kindergarten teacher gave her class a “show and tell” assignment of bringing 
something to represent their religion. 
  

The first child got in front of the class and said, “My name is Benjamin and I am Jewish 
and this is the Star of David.” 

  

The second child got in front of her class and said, “My name is Mary, I am Catholic and 
this is the Crucifix.” 

  

The third child got up in front of his class and said, “My name is Tommy and I am 
Baptist and this is a casserole.” 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/23924.Martin_Luther_King_Jr_
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/52037

