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Living a Life of Excellence (Virtue) #9 Brotherly Love-  

 Pastor Larry Booth 
 

Review- 2 Peter 1:1-15 
 

A. Vs. 5-7- Seven steps of virtuous living 
   Faith is the foundation 

1. Excellence 
2. Knowledge 
3. Self-control 
4. Steadfast endurance- Waiting for God to do something 
5. Godliness 
6. Brotherly love and kindness- Philadelphia 
7. The God kind of Love- Agape 

 

B. Vs. 8-10- If you do these things: 
 

1. Never “barren” inactive or unemployed 
2. “unfruitful” without fruit in your life and knowing God 
3. You will never fall or stumble/trip- Vs. 10 

 

Lesson 2- The starting point is faith-2 Peter 1:5,  
 
Before we can display the attributes of the character of God we must first start with true saving 
faith or else we do mere works of religion and not lasting works. Religious works are not the fruit 
that the Spirit bears in the lives of every believer. 
 

Lesson 3- Virtue-Moral Excellence- Vs 5 
 
Arete - Spiritual maturity is a quest for character for which there will be little progress without the 
pursuit of excellence.” LB- “Moral excellence is the will to do what is right without being 
compelled by others to do so. Thus to “be a man” when the definition of “man” meant everything 
good that manhood use to represent” 
 
 

Lesson 4- Knowledge- 
 
LB- To understand by learning how God looks at something. 1 Cor. 14:6 HCSB- 
“Add knowledge (gnosin): practical intelligence, practical wisdom, practical insight. It means 
knowing what to do in every situation and doing it; it is practical, day to day knowledge that sees 
situations and knows how to handle them. It is seeing the trials and temptations of life and 
knowing what to do with them and doing it.”1 

 

                                                      
1 Leadership Ministries Worldwide. 1 Peter–Jude. Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide, 1996. Print. The 

Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/posbkjv81pe1?ref=Bible.2Pe1.5-7&off=1640&ctx=(1+Th.+4:11%E2%80%9312).%0ab.+~Add+knowledge+(gnosi


2 

 

Lesson 5- Temperance-self Control- 
 
TDNT- Enkrateia- “This group takes its sense from the stem krat- denoting power or lordship. Thus 
enkratḗs means “having power over all things and the self,” enkráteia means “dominion over the 
self or something,” with the nuances of “steadfastness” and “self-control”2 
LB- “The ability to self-control or rule our strong desires that come from the flesh, the will, or the 
spirit, whether good or bad desires. Like M. Green in the Tyndale commentary says “This is to be 
exercised not only in food and drink, but in every aspect of life.” 
 

Lesson 6- Steadfast endurance- 2 Peter 1:6  
 
Hupomonḗ is associated with hope (1 Thess. 1:3) and refers to that quality of character which does 
not allow one to surrender to circumstances or succumb under trial.3 
LB- A cheerful waiting behind and expectation with steadfast patient endurance through hardship 
until your breakthrough happens.  

 

Lesson 7 & 8- Godliness- 2 Peter 1:3,6  
eusebeia (Well-Devoted LB- Devotion to God in one’s actions. A personal attitude toward God with 
a moralistic view of conduct- piety. Being aware of God’s watchful presence allows one to live a 
better devoted life. Thus the Greek form of this word was used to mean “a religious man.” In 
Christianity it would not necessarily mean “religious,” but “Christ like”, and one who honors God 
and respects men with one’s actions.  

 

Review: 
 

Practical Godliness 
 

1. Worship-  
2. Faithfulness-  
3. Humility-1 Peter 5:5-7 “There will be no spiritual ability without a life of humility.” LB 
4. Honesty-Telling the truth-Ephesians 4:15 GW, Proverbs 3:3-4 
5. Loyalty- 
6. Keeping one’s word-A description of the godly-Psalm 15 HCSB 
7. Our obedience-1 Sam. 15:22 To obey is better than sacrifice 
8. How we treat others proves we are godly-1 John 3:14- 
9. How we talk- James 1:19, James 3:2-10, Proverbs 29:11 

Other words: Dependability, commitment, work ethics, leadership 
 

I. Lesson 9- Brotherly Kindness- 2 Peter 1:7 
 
Intro: Jesus said for us to love our neighbor, those outside of the faith. How much more should we 
love one another in the body of Christ? He was quoting Moses in Leviticus19:18, but this concept 
goes far back to the first family. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” Cain ask God, and his answer is yes. 
The Bible says we should help others especially those of the household of faith. Helping others is a 

                                                      
2 Kittel, Gerhard, Gerhard Friedrich, and Geoffrey William Bromiley. Theological Dictionary of the New Testament 1985 : 

196. Print. 
3 Zodhiates, Spiros. The complete word study dictionary: New Testament 2000 : n. pag. Print. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/tdnta?ref=Page.p+196&off=800&ctx=se+self-control%5d%0a1.+~This+group+takes+its
https://ref.ly/logosres/wsntdict?ref=GreekStrongs.5281&off=1&ctx=+%0a~5281.+%CF%85%CC%94%CF%80%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%BF%CE%BD%CE%B7%CC%81+hupomone%CC%84%CC%81%3b+gen.+hupom
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great sign of brotherly love but not the definition of it. It has to do with our affections and heart 
responses too. 

 
Galatians 6:10 (KJV)  
10  As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of 
the household of faith.  

 
1 John 3:16-20 (HCSB)  
16  This is how we have come to know love (Gk. agape): He laid down His life for us. We should also 
lay down our lives for our brothers.  
17  If anyone has this world’s goods and sees his brother in need but closes his eyes to his ⌊need⌋—
how can God’s love reside in him?  
18  Little children, we must not love with word or speech, but with truth and action.  
19  This is how we will know we belong to the truth and will convince our conscience in His presence,  
20  even if our conscience condemns us, that God is greater than our conscience, and He knows all 
things.  

 

A. Definition: 
1. Strong’s Concordance: 

“5360 φιλαδελφία [philadelphia /fil·ad·el·fee·ah/]; Six occurrences; AV translates as 
“brotherly love” three times, “brotherly kindness” twice, and “love of the brethren” once. 
1 love of brothers or sisters, brotherly love. 2 in the NT the love which Christians cherish for 
each other as brethren.”4 

 
2. The Preachers Outline and Sermon Bible 

“f. Add brotherly kindness (philadelphian): the very special love that exists between 
brothers and sisters within a loving family, brothers and sisters who truly cherish one 
another. It is the kind of love … 
• that binds each other together as a family, as a brotherly clan. 
• that binds each other in an unbreakable union. 
• that holds each other ever so dearly within the heart. 
• that knows deep affection for each other. 
• that nourishes and nurtures each other. 
• that shows concern and looks after the welfare of each other. 
• that joins hands with each other in a common purpose under one father (Leon Morris. 
The Epistles of Paul to the Thessalonians. “Tyndale New Testament Commentary,” ed. by 
RVG Tasker. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1956, p. 80). 
 
How can people possibly love one another like this when they are not true blood brothers  
and sisters? Here is how. The Greek word brother (adelphos) means from the same womb. 
The word used for love is phileo, which means deep-seated affection and care, genuine 
and warm feelings within the heart. It is the kind of love that holds a person near and dear 
to your heart. Now note: the two Greek words are combined together by the writer to 
convey what he means by brotherly love. 
⇒ People who have brotherly love have come from the same womb, that is, from the 
same source. They have been born again by the Spirit of God through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. When they receive this new birth, God gives them a new spirit—a spirit that 
melts and binds their hearts and lives in love for all the family of God. 

                                                      
4 Strong, James. Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon 1995 : n. pag. Print. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/strongs?ref=GreekGK.GGK5789
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Believers may not even know each other. They may even be from different parts of the 
world, but there is a brotherly love between them because they have been given a new 
birth and a new spirit of love by God. They are brothers and sisters in the family of God—
the family of those who truly believe in God’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ—the family who 
has received a new spirit that binds them together in brotherly love. This new spirit, of 
course, comes from the Holy Spirit of God Himself. (See DEEPER STUDY # 3, Fellowship—Ac. 2:42 
for more discussion.)”5 
 
3. LB- Sweet warm affection, particularly that of family love and siblings. It is what we have 

for those in the family of God. 
 

B. 6 places this word is found-2 Peter 1:7 (2), Romans 10:9, 1 Thess. 4:9,  
Hebrews 13:1, 1 Peter 1:22-Once as an adjective- 1 Peter 3:8 

 

C. Verses that matter- 

John 13:34-35- “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I 
have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another”. 
 
John 15:12- “This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you”  
 
John 15:17- “These things I command you, that ye love one another.” 
 
Romans 5:5- “And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.” 

 
1 John 3:14- “We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.” 
 
1 John 3:18-19- “My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in 
deed and in truth. And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our 
hearts before him.” 

 

D. Born again believers love believers- 1 John 5:1, 
 

1 John 3:14 (GW)  
14  We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love other believers. 
The person who doesn't grow in love remains in death. 

 

E. Taught by God this form of Love- 1 Thess. 4:9-10 
1. Taught of God 
2. You do “it”, it’s an action 
3. We should increase more and more 

 

                                                      
5 Leadership Ministries Worldwide. 1 Peter–Jude. Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide, 1996. Print. The 

Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible. 1 Peter 1 

https://ref.ly/logosres/posbkjv81pe1?ref=Bible.2Pe1.5-15&off=2202&ctx=+in+remembrance.%0a%0aB.~+The+Great+Things+of
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F. Have “family like affection” with brotherly love- Romans 12:9-11 (KJ & GW) 
 

1. The church is to be characterized by brotherly love. Matthew 22:37-40 
  

10 Examples of brotherly love found in Leviticus 19:9-18:  
  

1. In Concern for those in Need 
“When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or 
gather the gleanings of your harvest. Do not go over your vineyard a second time or 
pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the 
LORD your God” (vv. 9&10).  
  
2.  In Integrity in Business Transactions. “Do not steal. Do not lie. Do not deceive one 
another” (v.11).  
  
3.  In Observing the Sanctity of God’s Name. “Do not swear falsely by my name and so 
profane the name of your God. I am the LORD” (v.12).  
  
4.  In Promptly Paying What is Due. “Do not defraud your neighbor or rob him. Do not 
hold back the wages of a hired man overnight” (v.13).  
  
5.  In Caring for the Less Privileged. “Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling-block in 
front of the blind, but fear your God. I am the LORD” (v.14). 
  
6.  In Judging your Neighbor Fairly. “Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to 
the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly” (v.15).  
  
7.  In Maintaining Integrity in Speech. “Do not go about spreading slander among your 
people” (v.16). 
  
8.  In Refusing to Harbor Hatred for your Brother in your Heart. “Do not do anything 
that endangers your neighbor’s life. I am the LORD. Do not hate your brother in your 
heart” (vv.16&17). 
  
9. In Rebuking your Sinning Neighbor. “Rebuke your neighbor frankly so that you will 
not share in his guilt” (v.17). Jesus picks this up in Luke 17 and verse 3; “If your brother 
sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him.”  
  
10. In being Disposed to Bless your offending Brother. “Do not seek revenge or bear a 
grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD” 
(v.18).  

  
2. The church is to be characterized by a spirit of warm affection and honor towards our 

brethren. 
  

a) We are to show affectionate brotherly love to every Christian. 
  

b) More than that, we are to show honor to them, ‘above ourselves.’ 
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G. “Unfeigned” (authentic and not hypocritical) or sincere (pure, unmixed, honey 
without wax6) 
Brotherly love is an aspect of a purified soul-1 Peter 1:22, Philp. 1:9-10 

 
H. Brotherly love comes with like mindedness, sympathy, compassion and 

humility-1 Peter 3:8 
 

 
II. Conclusion: Let Brotherly love continue- Hebrews 13:1-2 

Why? It’s so easy to stop 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
6 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or King 

James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Side Notes And 

End Notes Of Philippians 1:10"   See also https://english.stackexchange.com/questions/343644/does-the-theory-that-

sincerely-originated-from-without-wax-hold-any-merit. 


