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Living a Life of Excellence (Virtue) #6 Steadfast (Patient) endurance-  

 Pastor Larry Booth 
 

Review- 2 Peter 1:1-15 
 

A. Vs. 5-7- Seven steps of virtuous living 
  Faith is the foundation 

1. Excellence 
2. Knowledge 
3. Self-control 
4. Patient endurance- Waiting for God to do something 
5. Godliness 
6. Brotherly love and kindness- Philadelphia 
7. The God kind of Love- Agape 

 

B. Vs. 8-10- If you do these things: 
 

1. Never “barren” inactive or unemployed 
2. “unfruitful” without fruit in your life and knowing God 
3. You will never fall or stumble/trip- Vs. 10 

 

Lesson 2- The starting point is faith-2 Peter 1:5,  
 
Before we can display the attributes of the character of God we must first start with true saving 
faith or else we do mere works of religion and not lasting works. Religious works are not the fruit 
that the Spirit bears in the lives of every believer. 
 

Lesson 3- Virtue-Moral Excellence- Vs 5 
 
Bible.org-“In keeping with the biblical goal of spiritual growth and greater levels of maturity, we 
often find in Scripture the call to abound or excel in Christian character, especially in the various 
ways we can express love to one another. Spiritual maturity is a quest for character for which 
there will be little progress without the pursuit of excellence.” 
 

Lesson 4- Knowledge- 
 
LB- To understand by learning how God looks at something. 1 Cor. 14:6 HCSB- 
“Add knowledge (gnosin): practical intelligence, practical wisdom, practical insight. It means 
knowing what to do in every situation and doing it; it is practical, day to day knowledge that sees 
situations and knows how to handle them. It is seeing the trials and temptations of life and 
knowing what to do with them and doing it.”1 

 

Lesson 5- Temperance-self Control- 

                                                      
1 Leadership Ministries Worldwide. 1 Peter–Jude. Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide, 1996. Print. The 

Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/posbkjv81pe1?ref=Bible.2Pe1.5-7&off=1640&ctx=(1+Th.+4:11%E2%80%9312).%0ab.+~Add+knowledge+(gnosi
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TDNT- Enkrateia- “This group takes its sense from the stem krat- denoting power or lordship. Thus 
enkratḗs means “having power over all things and the self,” enkráteia means “dominion over the 
self or something,” with the nuances of “steadfastness” and “self-control”2 
LB- “The ability to self-control or rule our strong desires that come from the flesh, the will, or the 
spirit, whether good or bad desires. Like M. Green in the Tyndale commentary says “This is to be 
exercised not only in food and drink, but in every aspect of life.” 
 
 

I. Steadfast endurance- 2 Peter 1:6  
Greek- hypomonē  Phonetic Pronunciation: hoop-om-on-ay' 
 

A. Definition-  
1. Theological Dictionary of the New Testament TDNT- 

“In the Greek world “In the first instance ὑπομένειν is ethically neutral. It simply means “to hold 
out.” But as ὑπομονή later came to hold a prominent place in the list of Greek virtues, so there 
predominates in ὑπομένειν the concept of the courageous endurance which manfully defies evil. 
Unlike patience, it thus has an active content. It includes active and energetic resistance to hostile 
power, though with no assertion of the success of this resistance.”… 
… In the OT “the use is to means “to wait,” “to wait for.” It is continued and persevering 
expectation… 
This OT use of ὑπομονή carries with it a shift of content as compared with the current use in 
secular Greek. Attention is not directed earthwards to hostile powers which one resists, nor does 
the one who endures draw the power of resistance from within himself. The point of nerving 
oneself is to hold fast to God and not to mistake His power and faithfulness. This divinely 
orientated ὑπομονή is also an active attitude full of the strongest inner tension. It is manly 
perseverance (so ψ 26:14 along with ἀνδρίζεσθαι). This pious waiting on God prevents us from 
falling into αἰσχύνη (Is. 49:23). But the righteous man does not endure in the power of his own 
steadfastness (Job 6:11). His strength to do so has its source in cleaving to God. It is the result of 
his waiting on God (Is. 40:31). 
In the NT- “ 2 Th. 3:5. The ὑπομονὴ τοῦ Χριστοῦ is here expectation of the Christ who will come 
again in glory. The Christian must direct his whole heart to this …Pious waiting for Jesus is the 
heart-beat of the faith of the NT community”… 
…”In most of the NT passages ὑπομένειν refers to the steadfast endurance of the Christian under 
the difficulties and tests of the present evil age”… 
“As concerns the steadfast and patient endurance of the Christian it is noteworthy that this does 
not derive from personal bravery”3 
 

2. Spiros Zohiates 
“5281. ὑπομονή hupomonḗ; gen. hupomonḗs, fem. noun from hupoménō (5278), to 
persevere, remain under. A bearing up under, patience, endurance as to things or 
circumstances. This is in contrast to makrothumía (3115), long–suffering or endurance 
toward people. Hupomonḗ is associated with hope (1 Thess. 1:3) and refers to that 

                                                      
2 Kittel, Gerhard, Gerhard Friedrich, and Geoffrey William Bromiley. Theological Dictionary of the New Testament 1985 : 

196. Print. 
3 Hauck, Friedrich. “Μένω, Ἐμ-, Παρα-, Περι-, Προσμένω, Μονή, Ὑπομένω, Ὑπομονή.” Ed. Gerhard Kittel, Geoffrey W. 

Bromiley, and Gerhard Friedrich. Theological dictionary of the New Testament 1964– : 586. Print. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=58&wave=G5281
https://ref.ly/logosres/tdnta?ref=Page.p+196&off=800&ctx=se+self-control%5d%0a1.+~This+group+takes+its
https://ref.ly/logosres/tdnt?ref=biblio.at%3d%CE%BC%CE%AD%CE%BD%CF%89%2c%2520%E1%BC%90%CE%BC-%2c%2520%CF%80%CE%B1%CF%81%CE%B1-%2c%2520%CF%80%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B9-%2c%2520%CF%80%CF%81%CE%BF%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%AD%CE%BD%CF%89%2c%2520%CE%BC%CE%BF%CE%BD%CE%AE%2c%2520%E1%BD%91%CF%80%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%AD%CE%BD%CF%89%2c%2520%E1%BD%91%CF%80%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%BF%CE%BD%CE%AE%7Cau%3dHauck%2c%2520Friedrich%7Cpg%3d574%E2%80%93588%7Cvo%3d4&off=38891&ctx=e+references+in+Pt.+~As+concerns+the+stea
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quality of character which does not allow one to surrender to circumstances or 
succumb under trial.4 

 
3. LB- A cheerful waiting behind and expectation with steadfast patient endurance through 

hardship until your breakthrough happens.  
 

B. Verses that matter: 
Romans 8:23-25 (HCSB)  
23  And not only that, but we ourselves who have the Spirit as the firstfruits—we also groan within 
ourselves, eagerly waiting for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.  
24  Now in this hope we were saved, yet hope that is seen is not hope, because who hopes for what 
he sees?  
25  But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with patience. (Steadfast 
endurance) 

 
1 Corinthians 13:7 (HCSB) Agape love 
7  ⌊It⌋ bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  

 
Romans 2:5-7 (KJV)  
5  But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of 
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God;  
6  Who will render to every man according to his deeds:  
7  To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, 
eternal life: 

 

C.  Hebrews 10:32-36 After Illumination comes afflictions (sufferings, reproaches, 
distresses) then endurance then reward 
 

D. 2 Thess. 3:5- “Christ’s patient endurance” It is a heart motivation to be acquired 
like Jesus had waiting on God. 

Unbreakable and patient endurance in face of the evil and injustice of the world is the true 
attitude of the Christian 
 

E. Rev, 1:9, 3:10- It is the patient endurance waiting for Jesus to return. He 
promises to raptures those who have it. 
 

F. Luke 8:15- Jesus used this word in the parable of the sower 
1. In contrast those who don’t have it: 

 
a. V.12- fall away quickly 

b. V. 13- Have no root, believe for a while, and fall away in times of temptation 

c. V. 14-are choked with cares, riches and pleasures of this life and are fruitless 

2. Those who have it “endure” till the end- Mark 13:13 
 

                                                      
4 Zodhiates, Spiros. The complete word study dictionary: New Testament 2000 : n. pag. Print. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/wsntdict?ref=GreekStrongs.5281&off=1&ctx=+%0a~5281.+%CF%85%CC%94%CF%80%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%BF%CE%BD%CE%B7%CC%81+hupomone%CC%84%CC%81%3b+gen.+hupom
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G. Strongly connected to hope-Romans 8:22-25, 1 Thess. 1:3 
Romans 8:22-25 (HCSB)  
22  For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together with labor pains until now.  
23  And not only that, but we ourselves who have the Spirit as the firstfruits—we also groan within 
ourselves, eagerly waiting for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.  
24  Now in this hope we were saved, yet hope that is seen is not hope, because who hopes for what 
he sees?  
25  But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with patience. 
 

Work of faith, Labor of love, and enduring hope 
 

H. Persecution in last days 
1. Our souls are transformed in persecution if we have this quality 

Luke 21:16-19 (HCSB)  
16  You will even be betrayed by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends. They will kill some of you.  
17  You will be hated by everyone because of My name,  
18  but not a hair of your head will be lost.  
19  By your “endurance” gain your lives (soul).  

 
Those who steadfastly endure persecution gain a greater position of heart and godliness and 
reward with Christ. This does not save them spiritually but transforms them every other way. 

 
1 Peter 2:19-20 (HCSB) Verb form 
19  For it ⌊brings⌋ favor if, mindful of God’s will, someone endures grief from suffering unjustly.  
20  For what credit is there if you sin and are punished, and you endure it? But when you do what is 
good and suffer, if you endure it, this brings favor with God. 

 
2. Have steadfast endurance in trouble 

Romans 12:10-12 (GW)  
10  Be devoted to each other like a loving family. Excel in showing respect for each other.  
11  Don't be lazy in showing your devotion. Use your energy to serve the Lord.  
12  Be happy in your confidence, be patient in trouble, and pray continually. 

 

I. A necessity for ministry-2 Cor. 6:4 
2 Tim, 2:10- Paul “I endure all things” 

 

J. Paul’s recipe- Steadfast endurance produces Character Romans 5:2-4 
Affliction or distresses produce steadfast endurance 
Endurance produces proven character (experience) 
Proven Character produces hope 
Hope finishes with God’s love being poured out in our hearts 
 

Conclusion: 
2 Tim 2:12- “If we patiently endure with Him (KJV-suffer) with Him we shall also reign with Him…” 
Count the cost- Luke 14:28 
 
 
 
 
Illustrations: 
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Joke: 
 
A young pastor was sitting in a restaurant eating lunch. He opened a letter he'd just received that 
morning from his mom. As he opened it a twenty-dollar bill fell out. He thought to himself, Thanks, 
Mom, I sure needed that right now. As he finished his meal, he noticed a beggar outside on the 
sidewalk leaning against the light post. Thinking that the poor man could probably use the twenty 
dollars more than he, he crossed out the names on the envelope and wrote across the top in large 
letters, PERSEVERE! So as not to make a scene, he put the envelope under his arm and dropped it 
as he walked past the man. The man picked it up and read the message and smiled. The next day, 
as the pastor enjoyed his meal, the same man tapped him on the shoulder and handed him a big 
wad of bills. Surprised, the young pastor asked him what that was for. The man replied, “This is 
your half of the winnings. Persevere came in first in the fourth race at the track yesterday and paid 
thirty to one.”* 
 
Read more on page: http://www.jokesoftheday.net/joke-Really-funny-jokes-Persevere-
/2012091938 
 
Quote: 
India Statesman A.P.J. Abdul Kalam “Never stop fighting until you arrive at your destined place - 
that is, the unique you. Have an aim in life, continuously acquire knowledge, work hard, and have 
perseverance to realize the great life.” 
 
Newt Gingrich 
"Perseverance is the hard work you do after you get tired of doing the hard work you already did." 
 
Opportunity 
Opportunity seldom knocks twice, so Levi Strauss opened the door after that first knock. Like 
many other men, Strauss went to California in hopes of making his fortune there. He did make a 
fortune, but not the way he had planned. He set out with a load of heavy canvas fabric, from 
which he planned to sell sections for tents and wagon covers. Upon arrival, the first miner who 
saw his product said, "You should have brought pants." The seasoned miner further explained how 
there weren't any pants strong enough to endure the arduous conditions of mining. Levi Strauss 
immediately made the miner a pair of work pants, and struck gold. Opportunities only become 
opportunities when we embrace them as such. 
 
* Executive Speechwriter Newsletter, Vol. 8 No. 1 
 
Struggle 
In 1987, Gary Richmond published a book titled A View from the Zoo. Illustrations from the animal 
world fill the pages with spiritual truths. The birth of a giraffe gives insight to life's trials and 
hardships. When a calf is born, he falls ten feet and lands on his back. The mother momentarily 
hovers over the newborn before kicking the baby head over heels. If the calf doesn't get up, he 
gets another good kick. She repeats this process to stimulate his efforts. Finally, when the little 
giraffe gets up on his wobbly legs, the mother kicks him off his feet again. To an outsider such 
behavior seems cruel. To the mother it is an expression of love. This first lesson in life helps the 
newborn quickly develop the skills needed to move rapidly with the herd when predators are 
near. Sometimes we feel as though God has no sooner gotten us on our feet when he turns 

http://www.jokesoftheday.net/joke-Really-funny-jokes-Persevere-/2012091938
http://www.jokesoftheday.net/joke-Really-funny-jokes-Persevere-/2012091938
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around and knocks us down. The next time that happens, think about the newborn giraffe. God 
may simply be strengthening you for your own protection in the future. 
 
* Christian Reader, July/Aug. 1993, p. 80 
 
Struggle- 
(Author Unknown) 
A man found a cocoon for a butterfly. One day a small opening appeared, he sat and watched the 
butterfly for several hours as it struggled to force its body through the little hole. Then it seemed 
to stop making any progress. It appeared as if it had gotten as far as it could and could go no 
farther. Then the man decided to help the butterfly.  
He took a pair of scissors and snipped the remaining bit of the cocoon. The butterfly then emerged 
easily. Something was strange. The butterfly had a swollen body and shriveled wings. The man 
continued to watch the butterfly because he expected at any moment, the wings would enlarge 
and expand to be able to support the body, which would contract in time. Neither happened. In 
fact, the butterfly spent the rest of its life crawling around with a swollen body and deformed 
wings. It was never able to fly. 
What the man in his kindness and haste did not understand, was that the restricting cocoon and 
the struggle required for the butterfly to get through the small opening of the cocoon are God` s 
way of forcing fluid from the body of the butterfly into its wings so that it would be ready for flight 
once it achieved its freedom from the cocoon. Sometimes struggles are exactly what we need in 
our life. 
If God allowed us to go through all of our life without any obstacles, it would cripple us. We would 
not be as strong as what we could have been. Not only that, we could never fly. 
 
 
Endurance 
 
Our Daily Bread, December 11 
 
The story is told that Andrew Jackson's boyhood friends just couldn't understand how he became 
a famous general and then the President of the United States. They knew of other men who had 
greater talent but who never succeeded. One of Jackson's friends said, "Why, Jim Brown, who 
lived right down the pike from Jackson, was not only smarter but he could throw Andy three times 
out of four in a wrestling match. But look where Andy is now." Another friend responded, "How 
did there happen to be a fourth time? Didn't they usually say three times and out?" "Sure, they 
were supposed to, but not Andy. He would never admit he was beat and he would never stay 
throwed.' Jim Brown would get tired, and on the fourth try Andrew Jackson would throw him and 
be the winner."  
Picking up on that idea, someone has said, "The thing that counts is not how many times you are 
'throwed,' but whether you are willing to stay throwed.'" We may face setbacks, but we must take 
courage and go forward in faith. Then, through the Holy Spirit's power we can be the eventual 
victor over sin and the world. The battle is the Lord's, so there is no excuse for us to stay 
"throwed"! 
 
 
 
 

 


