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Living a Life of Excellence (Virtue) #7 Godliness- 

 Pastor Larry Booth 
 

Review- 2 Peter 1:1-15 
 

A. Vs. 5-7- Seven steps of virtuous living 
   Faith is the foundation 

1. Excellence 
2. Knowledge 
3. Self-control 
4. Patient endurance- Waiting for God to do something 
5. Godliness 
6. Brotherly love and kindness- Philadelphia 
7. The God kind of Love- Agape 

 

B. Vs. 8-10- If you do these things: 
 

1. Never “barren” inactive or unemployed 
2. “unfruitful” without fruit in your life and knowing God 
3. You will never fall or stumble/trip- Vs. 10 

 

Lesson 2- The starting point is faith-2 Peter 1:5,  
 
Before we can display the attributes of the character of God we must first start with true saving 
faith or else we do mere works of religion and not lasting works. Religious works are not the fruit 
that the Spirit bears in the lives of every believer. 
 

Lesson 3- Virtue-Moral Excellence- Vs 5 
 
Bible.org-“In keeping with the biblical goal of spiritual growth and greater levels of maturity, we 
often find in Scripture the call to abound or excel in Christian character, especially in the various 
ways we can express love to one another. Spiritual maturity is a quest for character for which 
there will be little progress without the pursuit of excellence.” 
 

Lesson 4- Knowledge- 
 
LB- To understand by learning how God looks at something. 1 Cor. 14:6 HCSB- 
“Add knowledge (gnosin): practical intelligence, practical wisdom, practical insight. It means 
knowing what to do in every situation and doing it; it is practical, day to day knowledge that sees 
situations and knows how to handle them. It is seeing the trials and temptations of life and 
knowing what to do with them and doing it.”1 

 

Lesson 5- Temperance-self Control- 

                                                      
1 Leadership Ministries Worldwide. 1 Peter–Jude. Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide, 1996. Print. The 

Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/posbkjv81pe1?ref=Bible.2Pe1.5-7&off=1640&ctx=(1+Th.+4:11%E2%80%9312).%0ab.+~Add+knowledge+(gnosi


2 

 

 
TDNT- Enkrateia- “This group takes its sense from the stem krat- denoting power or lordship. Thus 
enkratḗs means “having power over all things and the self,” enkráteia means “dominion over the 
self or something,” with the nuances of “steadfastness” and “self-control”2 
LB- “The ability to self-control or rule our strong desires that come from the flesh, the will, or the 
spirit, whether good or bad desires. Like M. Green in the Tyndale commentary says “This is to be 
exercised not only in food and drink, but in every aspect of life.” 
 

Lesson 6- Steadfast endurance- 2 Peter 1:6  
 

Hupomonḗ is associated with hope (1 Thess. 1:3) and refers to that quality of character which 
does not allow one to surrender to circumstances or succumb under trial.3 
LB- A cheerful waiting behind and expectation with steadfast patient endurance through 
hardship until your breakthrough happens.  

 
REVIEW: Romans 4:1-5 HCSB-Steadfast endurance produces proven character 
 
Introduction:  

Human life is character-building; for remember that character means exactly what we are, while 
reputation is only what other people think we are. Every person builds his or her own character. 
Fix one fact in your mind, however, and that is, the better and stronger Christian you are, the 
more dearly you must pay for it. All the best things are costly. Jesus Christ laid down His life to 
redeem you from sin and death. "Free grace" for you meant Calvary for Christ. A strong, godly 
character is not to be had without cost. 
 

I. Lesson 7- Godliness 2 Peter 1:3,6  
Most of the occurrences of this Greek word is found in 1 Timothy and 2 Peter. The word is only 
found in a few references but the whole Bible is about godliness. We don't need any special talent 
or equipment. God has given to each one of us "everything we need for life and godliness" (2 
Peter 1:3). The most ordinary Christian has all that he needs, and the most talented Christian must 
use those same means in the practice of godliness. 
 
Gen 5:21-24- Enoch is a great example of Godliness and its definition 

1. He walked with God 
2. He pleased God- Hebrews 11:5 

Enoch walked with God; he enjoyed a relationship with God; and he pleased God. We could 
accurately say he was devoted to God. This is the meaning of godliness. 
 

A. Definition: eusebeia (Well-Devoted) used 15 times 
 

1. Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary:  
eusebeia (εὐσέβεια, 2150), from eu, “well,” and sebomai, “to be devout,” denotes that 
piety which, characterized by a Godward attitude, does that which is well-pleasing to 
Him. This and the corresponding verb and adverb (see below) are frequent in the 
Pastoral Epistles, but do not occur in previous epistles of Paul. The apostle Peter has 

                                                      
2 Kittel, Gerhard, Gerhard Friedrich, and Geoffrey William Bromiley. Theological Dictionary of the New Testament 1985 : 

196. Print. 
3 Zodhiates, Spiros. The complete word study dictionary: New Testament 2000 : n. pag. Print. 
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the noun four times in his 2nd Epistle, 1:3, 6, 7; 3:11. Elsewhere it occurs in Acts 3:12; 1 
Tim. 2:2; 3:16; 4:7, 8; 6:3, 5, 6, 11; 2 Tim. 3:5; Titus 1:1..”4 

 
2. Tyndale Commentary: 

“To this steadfastness of character godliness, or rather ‘reverence’, must be added. The 
word eusebeia is rare in the New Testament, probably because it was the primary word 
for ‘religion’ in popular pagan usage. The ‘religious man’ of antiquity, both in Greek and 
Latin usage (where the equivalent word was pietas), was careful and correct in 
performing his duties both to gods and men. Perhaps Peter uses it here in deliberate 
contrast to the false teachers, who were far from proper in their behaviour both to God 
and their fellow men. Peter is at pains to emphasize that true knowledge of God (which 
they mistakenly boasted they possessed) manifests itself in reverence towards him and 
respect towards men. There is no hint of religiosity here. Eusebeia is a very practical 
awareness of God in every aspect of life.” 5 
 

3. Little Kittel TDNT: 
“In the Pastorals the group denotes a manner of life… 
 
False teachers have a form of it but it does not shape their lives, and they use it for gain 
(2 Tim. 3:5; 1 Tim. 6:5–6), thus missing the gain of true godliness. Christian eusébeia is 
not moralistic, for it is rooted in the Christ event (1 Tim. 3:16). It is not just outward 
worship, nor a mere concept of God, nor a virtue, nor an ideal. Over against a 
Gnosticizing asceticism that regards creation as bad and dissolves its orders, true 
eusébeia, born of faith, covers everyday conduct in honoring God as Creator and 
Redeemer, even though it may expect persecution from the very orders of God which it 
respects. … 
 
In 1 Clement (Church Father) eusébeia and eusebḗs (1.3; 11.1; 15.1) describe the life 
that is lived with an eye on God and which includes trust in him.6 
 

4. LB- A personal attitude toward God with a moralistic view of conduct- piety. Being aware 
of God’s watchful presence allows one to live a better devoted life. Thus the Greek form 
of this word was used to mean “a religious man.” In Christianity it would not necessarily 
mean “religious,” In Christianity it would not necessarily mean “religious,” but “Christ 
like”, and one who honors God and respects men with one’s actions. 

 
5. Jerry Bridges-“But it is always devotion in action. It is not just a warm, emotional feeling 

about God,..." 
 

B. Verses that matter: 
 

                                                      
4 Vine, W. E., Merrill F. Unger, and William White Jr. Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament 

Words 1996 : 272–273. Print. 
5 Green, Michael. 2 Peter and Jude: An Introduction and Commentary. Vol. 18. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1987. 

Print. Tyndale New Testament Commentaries. 
6 Kittel, Gerhard, Gerhard Friedrich, and Geoffrey William Bromiley. Theological Dictionary of the New Testament 1985 : 

1012. Print. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/tn-vines?ref=GreekStrongs.2150&off=1&ctx=SS%2c+GODLY%0aA.+Nouns.%0a~1.+eusebeia+(%CE%B5%CF%85%CC%93%CF%83%CE%B5%CC%81%CE%B2
https://ref.ly/logosres/tn-vines?ref=GreekStrongs.2150&off=1&ctx=SS%2c+GODLY%0aA.+Nouns.%0a~1.+eusebeia+(%CE%B5%CF%85%CC%93%CF%83%CE%B5%CC%81%CE%B2
https://ref.ly/logosres/tntc82pe2us?ref=Bible.2Pe1.5&off=494&ctx=d+out+in+behaviour%2c+~Peter%2c+like+Paul+bef
https://ref.ly/logosres/tdnta?ref=Page.p+1012&off=513&ctx=ther+than+piety.%0a2.+~In+the+Pastorals+the
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2 Peter 1:3 (GW)  
3  God's divine power has given us everything we need for life and for godliness. This power was 
given to us through knowledge of the one who called us by his own glory and integrity.  
 
Acts 3:12 (KJV)  
12  And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or 
why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man to 
walk?  
 
2 Peter 2:9 (KJV) Adjective form 2052 
9  The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the 
day of judgment to be punished:  
 
Acts 22:12 (HCSB) Adjective form 2052 
12  Someone named Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good reputation with all 
the Jews residing there, 
 

 

C. 1 Tim 4:7- Can be exercised, we are to train ourselves to live a godly life  
AMP-“Train yourself toward godliness (piety), [keeping yourself spiritually fit].”  

 

Expositors Bible Commentary- “Literally, the passage says that bodily gymnastics are 
beneficial (ōphelimos, “useful, profitable”) “for a little.” This certainly does not mean 
that physical exercise is of no value. But spiritual exercise is far more important, for it 
has value for eternity—“holding promise for both the present life and the life to 
come.”7 
 

D. 1 Tim 4:8-Comes with promise of reward here and in heaven 
 

E. 1 Tim 6:11- Different than righteousness and must be pursued (Gk. unrelenting 
persevering effort) 

 

F. Last days are marked by a those who profess a form of godliness- 2 Tim. 3:1-5 
1. What Godliness is not:  
2. “Not let its power change them” GW 

 
2 Timothy 3:4-5 (GW)  
4  They will be traitors. They will be reckless and conceited. They will love pleasure rather than God.  
5  They will appear to have a godly life, but they will not let its power change them. Stay away from 
such people. 

 
G. 2 Peter 2:7-22- The Lord delivers the Godly out of temptation-Definitions of 

unrighteous false teachers: 
1. Follow strong polluting desires of the flesh (works of the flesh) 
2. Despise governing authority 
3. Daring arrogant and audacious(taking bold risk) people 

                                                      
7 Earle, Ralph. “1 Timothy.” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Ephesians through Philemon. Ed. Frank E. Gaebelein. Vol. 

11. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1981. 373. Print. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/ebc11?ref=Bible.1Ti4.7&off=1045&ctx=+time%2c%E2%80%9D+or+forever.+~Literally%2c+the+passa
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4. They aren’t afraid to insult the one’s the Lord exalts 
5. Speak blasphemies about things they don’t understand 
6. They pleasure in wild partying with wine and food in the daytime 
7. They revel in their deceptions as they dine with us 
8. Always looking for adultery 
9. They can’t stop looking for sin as they seduce people who aren’t sure of what they 

believe- GW 
10. Their minds are focused on their greed like Balaam did 
11. Dried up springs 
12. Mist blown around by a storm 
13. Under a curse 
14. Gone astray 
15. They arrogantly use nonsense to seduce people by appealing to their sexual desires, 

especially to sexual freedom-GW 
16. They seduce people who have just escaped from those who live in error by promising 

them freedom.-GW 
17. Slaves of corruption (what defeats them) 

 

H. Jude 1:4-Jude’s definition of ungodliness: 
Jude 1:4 (HCSB)  
4  For some men, who were designated for this judgment long ago, have come in by stealth; they are 
ungodly, turning the grace of our God into promiscuity (Gk. sinful abandon-unrestrained indulgence 
in sensual pleasure unrestrained by convention or morality) and denying Jesus Christ, our only 
Master and Lord. 

1. Who are like the fallen angels before the flood did not keep their own “position” or 
what they were created to be as, or Gk. “beginnings,” and left their “assigned place” GW 

2. V.7 “In the same way Sodom and Gomorrah…committed sexual immorality and practices 
perversions.” (HCSB) These “dirty dreamers”: 

3. V. 8-Defile their flesh 
4. Reject authority 
5. Blasphemy dignitaries godly and otherwise- “glorious one’s” 
6. V10-speak evil of what they don’t understand 
7. Corrupted in their animalistic passions 
8. V.11- Travel in the way of Cain (murderous mindset) 
9. Abandoned themselves to the error of Balaam (religious for monetary gain) 
10. Have perished in Korah’s rebellion (wanting authority and position that is not theirs) 
11. V12-Stand out in your times of fellowship 9in church) and disrespectful in open 
12. Analogies like: Waterless clouds, fruitless twice dead pulled by the roots trees, wild 

waves foaming up their shameful deeds, and wandering stars. 
13. V16- Complaining grumblers 
14. Living according to what they covet and long for (lust after) 
15. Their mouths uttering arrogant words 
16. They use flattery for their own advantage 
17. V19- Create divisions 
18. Unbelievers 
19. Do not have the Spirit of God 

 

I.  Jude’s definition of Godly- 
1. V20- Build yourselves up together as the church 
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2. Pray in the Holy Ghost 
3. V. 21- Keep yourselves in the love of God 
4. Wait for and receive (expecting/assured of) the mercy of Christ that leads to salvation 
5. V, 22-Have compassion/mercy on those who doubt (differ/oppose or separate) 
6. V.23- Save others by snatching them from the fire 
7. Have compassion on others with alarm and a sense of urgency 
8. Hating the “clothes” or philosophies/ideologies that cover up their sensual behaviors 

 
J. Taught by grace- Titus 2:11-13 HCSB 
 

Titus 2:11-13 (HCSB)  
11  For the grace of God has appeared with salvation for all people,  
12  instructing us to deny godlessness and worldly lusts and to live in a sensible, righteous, and godly 
way in the present age,  
13  while we wait for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 

 
A Sensible, Righteous, and Godly way 
 

K. The Godly are faithful- Psalms 12:1 (GW) 
Jerry Bridges- “It is sad that many Christians do not have this aura of godliness about 
them. They may be very talented and personable, or very busy in the Lord’s work, or 
even apparently successful in some avenues of Christian service, and still not be godly. 
Why? Because they are not devoted to God. They may be devoted to a vision, or to a 
ministry, or to their own reputation as Christians, but not to God. 
Godliness is more than Christian character: It is Christian character that springs from a 
devotion to God.”8 
 

L. 1 Tim 6:3-8- Godliness with contentment is great gain 
 

M.  The doctrine which is according to Godliness-1 Tim. 6:3 
In 1 Tim. 6:3 “the doctrine which is according to godliness” signifies that which is consistent 

with “godliness,” in contrast to false teachings; in Titus 1:1, “the truth which is according to 

godliness” is that which is productive of “godliness”; in 1 Tim. 3:16, “the mystery of godliness” 

is “godliness” as embodied in, and communicated through, the truths of the faith concerning 

Christ; in 2 Pet. 3:11, the word is in the plural, signifying acts of “godliness” 

1. Keeping one’s word 
2. Faithfulness- Psalms 12:1 
3. humility 
4. Obedience 
5. How we treat others 
6. How we talk 
7. Worship- Acts 17:23 “worship” here would be the Greek way of using this word 

 

                                                      
8 https://bible.org/article/what-godliness   Article from Bible.org taken from The Practice of Godliness by Jerry Bridges 

(NavPress, 1983) 

https://bible.org/article/what-godliness%20%20%20Article%20from%20Bible.org
http://www.navpress.com/

