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Living a Life of Excellence (Virtue) #8 Godliness Part 2- 
 Pastor Larry Booth 

 

Review- 2 Peter 1:1-15 
 

A. Vs. 5-7- Seven steps of virtuous living 
   Faith is the foundation 

1. Excellence 
2. Knowledge 
3. Self-control 
4. Steadfast endurance- Waiting for God to do something 
5. Godliness 
6. Brotherly love and kindness- Philadelphia 
7. The God kind of Love- Agape 

 

B. Vs. 8-10- If you do these things: 
 

1. Never “barren” inactive or unemployed 
2. “unfruitful” without fruit in your life and knowing God 
3. You will never fall or stumble/trip- Vs. 10 

 

Lesson 2- The starting point is faith-2 Peter 1:5,  
 
Before we can display the attributes of the character of God we must first start with true saving 
faith or else we do mere works of religion and not lasting works. Religious works are not the fruit 
that the Spirit bears in the lives of every believer. 
 

Lesson 3- Virtue-Moral Excellence- Vs 5 
 
Arete - Spiritual maturity is a quest for character for which there will be little progress without the 
pursuit of excellence.” LB- “Moral excellence is the will to do what is right without being 
compelled by others to do so. Thus to “be a man” when the definition of “man” meant everything 
good that manhood use to represent” 
 
 

Lesson 4- Knowledge- 
 
LB- To understand by learning how God looks at something. 1 Cor. 14:6 HCSB- 
“Add knowledge (gnosin): practical intelligence, practical wisdom, practical insight. It means 
knowing what to do in every situation and doing it; it is practical, day to day knowledge that sees 
situations and knows how to handle them. It is seeing the trials and temptations of life and 
knowing what to do with them and doing it.”1 

 

Lesson 5- Temperance-self Control- 

                                                      
1 Leadership Ministries Worldwide. 1 Peter–Jude. Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide, 1996. Print. The 

Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/posbkjv81pe1?ref=Bible.2Pe1.5-7&off=1640&ctx=(1+Th.+4:11%E2%80%9312).%0ab.+~Add+knowledge+(gnosi
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TDNT- Enkrateia- “This group takes its sense from the stem krat- denoting power or lordship. Thus 
enkratḗs means “having power over all things and the self,” enkráteia means “dominion over the 
self or something,” with the nuances of “steadfastness” and “self-control”2 
LB- “The ability to self-control or rule our strong desires that come from the flesh, the will, or the 
spirit, whether good or bad desires. Like M. Green in the Tyndale commentary says “This is to be 
exercised not only in food and drink, but in every aspect of life.” 
 

Lesson 6- Steadfast endurance- 2 Peter 1:6  
 
Hupomonḗ is associated with hope (1 Thess. 1:3) and refers to that quality of character which does 
not allow one to surrender to circumstances or succumb under trial.3 
LB- A cheerful waiting behind and expectation with steadfast patient endurance through hardship 
until your breakthrough happens.  

 

Lesson 7- Godliness 2 Peter 1:3,6  
eusebeia (Well-Devoted LB- Devotion to God in one’s actions. A personal attitude toward God with 
a moralistic view of conduct- piety. Being aware of God’s watchful presence allows one to live a 
better devoted life. Thus the Greek form of this word was used to mean “a religious man.” In 
Christianity it would not necessarily mean “religious,” but “Christ like”, and one who honors God 
and respects men with one’s actions.  

 
 

I. Lesson 8- Godliness- part 2 
 

Intro:  
Remember that character means exactly what we are, while reputation is only what other people 
think we are. 

 
2 Peter 3:10-11 (HCSB)  
10  But the Day of the Lord will come like a thief; on that ⌊day⌋ the heavens will pass away with a loud 
noise, the elements will burn and be dissolved, and the earth and the works on it will be disclosed.  
11  Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, ⌊it is clear⌋ what sort of people you should be 
in holy conduct (or behavior) and godliness 

 
Review: 
 

A.  Jude’s definition of Godly- 
1. V20- Build yourselves up together as the church 
2. Pray in the Holy Ghost 
3. V. 21- Keep yourselves in the love of God 
4. Wait for and receive (expecting/assured of) the mercy of Christ that leads to salvation 
5. V, 22-Have compassion/mercy on those who doubt (differ/oppose or separate) 
6. V.23- Save others by snatching them from the fire 

                                                      
2 Kittel, Gerhard, Gerhard Friedrich, and Geoffrey William Bromiley. Theological Dictionary of the New Testament 1985 : 

196. Print. 
3 Zodhiates, Spiros. The complete word study dictionary: New Testament 2000 : n. pag. Print. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/tdnta?ref=Page.p+196&off=800&ctx=se+self-control%5d%0a1.+~This+group+takes+its
https://ref.ly/logosres/wsntdict?ref=GreekStrongs.5281&off=1&ctx=+%0a~5281.+%CF%85%CC%94%CF%80%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%BF%CE%BD%CE%B7%CC%81+hupomone%CC%84%CC%81%3b+gen.+hupom
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7. Have compassion on others with alarm and a sense of urgency 
8. Hating the “clothes” or philosophies/ideologies that cover up their sensual behaviors 

 
B. Taught by grace- Titus 2:11-13 HCSB 
 

Titus 2:11-13 (HCSB)  
11  For the grace of God has appeared with salvation for all people,  
12  instructing us to deny godlessness and worldly lusts and to live in a sensible, righteous, and godly 
way in the present age,  
13  while we wait for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 

 
A Sensible, Righteous, and Godly way 

 
Jerry Bridges- “It is sad that many Christians do not have this aura of godliness about 
them. They may be very talented and personable, or very busy in the Lord’s work, or 
even apparently successful in some avenues of Christian service, and still not be godly. 
Why? Because they are not devoted to God. They may be devoted to a vision, or to a 
ministry, or to their own reputation as Christians, but not to God. 
Godliness is more than Christian character: It is Christian character that springs from a 
devotion to God.”4 
 

C. 1 Tim 6:3-8-HCSB- Godliness with contentment is great gain 
 

D.  The doctrine, truth, and mystery which is according to Godliness-1 Tim. 6:3 
In 1 Tim. 6:3 “the doctrine which is according to godliness” signifies that which is consistent 

with “godliness,” in contrast to false teachings; in Titus 1:1, “the truth which is according to 

godliness” is that which is productive of “godliness”; in 1 Tim. 3:16, “the mystery of godliness” 

is “godliness” as embodied in, and communicated through, the truths of the faith concerning 

Christ; 

 

The “mystery” partially is this: that God became man and that man could become godly. 

E. Practical Godliness 
 

1. Connected to Worship- What we are well devoted to, we worship. Acts 17:23 The word 
“devotion” is used in the KJV means as the HCSB states: “the objects of your worship.”  
Then Paul mention this word saying you ignorantly “worship” to the Athenians and here 
the Greek word for “godliness” is used in the Greek way of using this word, “what you 
respect and are devoted to.” Romans 6:16 Yield yourselves as servants of right living. 
Don’t allow things to be the object of your worship. 

 
2. Faithfulness- Psalms 12:1, 

 

                                                      
4 https://bible.org/article/what-godliness   Article from Bible.org taken from The Practice of Godliness by Jerry Bridges 

(NavPress, 1983) 

https://bible.org/article/what-godliness%20%20%20Article%20from%20Bible.org
http://www.navpress.com/
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a. Definition of “faithful” from Dictionary.com:  

1) strict or thorough in the performance of duty: a faithful worker. 
2) true to one's word, promises, vows, etc. 
3) steady in allegiance or affection; loyal; constant: faithful friends. 
4) reliable, trusted, or believed. 
5) adhering or true to fact, a standard, or an original; accurate: a faithful account; a 

faithful copy. 
6) full of faith; believing. 

 
3. Humility-1 Peter 5:5-7 “There will be no spiritual ability without a life of humility.” LB 

 
1 Peter 5:5-7 (HCSB)  
5  In the same way, you younger men, be subject to the elders. And all of you clothe 
yourselves with humility toward one another, because God resists the proud but gives grace 
to the humble.  
6  Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that He may exalt you at 
the proper time,  
7  casting all your care on Him, because He cares about you.  

 
4. Honesty-Telling the truth-Ephesians 4:15 GW, Proverbs 3:3-4 
5. Loyalty- 

a. Definition of loyalty: 
1. the state or quality of being loyal; faithfulness to commitments or obligations. 
2. faithful adherence to a sovereign, government, leader, cause, etc. 
3. an example or instance of faithfulness, adherence, or the like: a man with fierce 

loyalties. 
4. a sense of duty or of devoted attachment to something or someone. 

b. Proverbs 18:24- A friend that sticks closer than a brother 
c. Proverbs 17:17-A true friend is Loyal, and a true brother is there when you need him 
 

d. Ruth 1:16-17 ESV 
But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For where you 
go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God 

my God. Where you die I will die, and there will I be buried. May the LORD do so to me and 
more also if anything but death parts me from you.”  

 
6. Keeping one’s word-A description of the godly-Psalm 15 HCSB 

Who may dwell in your sanctuary Lord… 
Psalm 15:4 (GW)  
4  The one who despises those rejected by God but honors those who fear the LORD. 
The one who makes a promise and does not break it, even though he is hurt by it. 
Psalm 15:4 (HCSB)  
4  who despises the one rejected by the LORD but honors those who fear the LORD, 
who keeps his word whatever the cost,  

 
7. Our obedience-1 Sam. 15:22 To obey is better than sacrifice 
8. How we treat others proves we are godly-1 John 3:14- 
9. How we talk- James 1:19, James 3:2-10, Proverbs 29:11 

Other words: Dependability, commitment, work ethics, leadership 

http://www.dictionary.com/browse/faith
http://www.dictionary.com/browse/loyal
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth+1%3A16-17&version=ESV
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Illustrations and Jokes 
Joke: 
At age five, little Aaron attended his first football game with his father. Beforehand, his dad gave 
him careful instructions about behavior at the game. He said, "You will have to stay seated, be 
quiet, and act like an adult." Not long after kickoff Aaron noticed lots of people jumping up and 
down, screaming, and shaking their fists in the air. He turned to his dad and asked, "Are these 
adults?" 
 
* The Best of Grandparents' Brag Board, Judy Pregel & Robin Riley, 1993, p. 33 
 
LB- What we say and do don’t always line up, we need to get our do in order. 
 
Old Faithful 
Yellowstone National Park's most featured attraction is a geyser named Old Faithful, which earned 
its name by consistently erupting like clockwork. Millions of visitors come to view the geyser. 
Three hotels are located for clear viewing of Old Faithful; folks who can't get reservations in them 
fill the huge parking lot in anticipation of witnessing this natural phenomenon. But Old Faithful is 
losing its faithfulness. In the 1960s it erupted an average of every 64 minutes. Now it kicks up 
about every 80 minutes, and often waits 90 minutes. Its name hasn't changed but its behavior has. 
Christians and churches can do the same thing. The term "faithful" may apply more to what we 
used to be than to what we are now. As with manna, we cannot live on yesterday's supply. 
Faithfulness is a name we keep by demonstrating it every day. 
 
* Houston Chronicle, Aug. 24, 1995, p. 12H 
 

Humility 
Billy Graham was interviewed on PrimeTime Live in December of 1992. It replayed an impressive 
overview of his years in ministry and gave a very poignant conclusion. Dr. Graham was sitting 
somberly in a chair when he was asked, "What do you want people to say about you when you're 
gone?" He responded by saying, "I don't want people to say anything about me. I want them to 
talk about my Savior. The only thing I want to hear is Jesus saying, 'Well done, my good and 
faithful servant.' But I'm not sure I'm going to hear that." His genuine humility is one more reason 
why God has so powerfully used Billy Graham. 
 

* PrimeTime Live, Dec. 17, 1992 
 
 

FAITHFULNESS 

Mark Hatfield tells of touring Calcutta with Mother Teresa and visiting the so-called "House of Dying," 
where sick children are cared for in their last days, and the dispensary, where the poor line up by the 
hundreds to receive medical attention. Watching Mother Teresa minister to these people, feeding and 
nursing those left by others to die, Hatfield was overwhelmed by the sheer magnitude of the suffering 
she and her co-workers face daily. "How can you bear the load without being crushed by it?" he 
asked. Mother Teresa replied, "My dear Senator, I am not called to be successful, I am called to be 
faithful."  



6 

 

Beyond Hunger, Beals  

 

One of the most tragic events during the Reagan Presidency was the Sunday morning terrorist 
bombing of the Marine barracks in Beirut, in which hundreds of Americans were killed or wounded as 
they slept. Many of us can still recall the terrible scenes as the dazed survivors worked to dig out their 
trapped brothers from beneath the rubble.  

A few days after the tragedy, I recall coming across an extraordinary story. Marine Corps 
Commandant Paul X Kelly, visited some of the wounded survivors then in a Frankfurt, Germany, 
hospital. Among them was Corporal Jeffrey Lee Nashton, severely wounded in the incident. Nashton 
had so many tubes running in and out of his body that a witness said he looked more like a machine 
than a man; yet he survived.  

As Kelly neared him, Nashton, struggling to move and racked with pain, motioned for a piece of paper 
and a pen. He wrote a brief note and passed it back to the Commandant. On the slip of paper were 
but two words -- "Semper Fi" the Latin motto of the Marines meaning "forever faithful." With those 
two simple words Nashton spoke for the millions of Americans who have sacrificed body and limb and 
their lives for their country -- those who have remained faithful.  

J. Dobson & Gary Bauer, Children at Risk, Word, 1990, pp. 187-188.  

 
Keeping our word 
 
“Keeping our word eliminates the necessity of saying "I promise." Jesus warned his peers against 
flippant use of sacred language and careless vows. A simple "Yes, I will," or "No, I won't" is 
sufficient (Matthew 5:37 NLT). No signature. Not even a handshake. 
 
Keeping our word honors God who also keeps his word to us. How gravely uncertain our lives 
would be if God's word was untrustworthy. Being true to our word paints an accurate picture of 
him to others. No one enjoys fraternizing with unreliable individuals-or deities. 
 
Faithfulness to our word also builds trust which ensures healthy relationships. Associations with 
little or no trust are doomed to fail. Trust is the building block for stability and endurance in our 
relationship with God and others. 
 
Are you a person of your word or someone others question whether they can trust? Be as good as 
your word.” 
From Sermon Illustrator.com 
 

Quote: “Talk is cheap because the supply always exceeds the demand. One of the lessons of history is 
that nothing is often a good thing to do and always a clever thing to say.” 

Will Durant. 
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Excellence how we treat others 

One stormy night an elderly couple entered the lobby of a small hotel and asked for a room. The clerk 
said they were filled, as were all the hotels in town. "But I can't send a fine couple like you out in the 
rain," he said. "Would you be willing to sleep in my room?" The couple hesitated, but the clerk 
insisted. The next morning when the man paid his bill, he said, "You're the kind of man who should be 
managing the best hotel in the United States. Someday I'll build you one." The clerk smiled politely. A 
few years later the clerk received a letter from the elderly man, recalling that stormy night and asking 
him to come to New York. A round-trip ticket was enclosed. When the clerk arrived, his host took him 
to the corner of 5th Avenue and 34th Street, where stood a magnificent new building. "That," 
explained the man, "is the hotel I have built for you to manage." The man was William Waldorf Astor, 
and the hotel was the original Waldorf-Astoria. The young clerk, George C. Boldt, became its first 
manager. 

Unknown. 

Words 

Aesop, the ancient storyteller, told this fable: Once upon a time, a donkey found a lion's skin. He tried 
it on, strutted around, and frightened many animals. Soon a fox came along, and the donkey tried to 
scare him, too. But the fox, hearing the donkey's voice, said, "If you want to terrify me, you'll have to 
disguise your bray." Aesop's moral: Clothes may disguise a fool, but his words will give him away. 

Traditional. 

Some choice thoughts about the Tongue: 

About Abrasive Speech 
Many a blunt word has a sharp edge. 
Keep your words soft and sweet; you never know when you may have to eat them. 

About Gossip 
Gossip is like soap -- mostly lye! 
A gossip is just a fool with a keen sense of rumor. 

About Profanity 
Profanity is a public announcement of stupidity. 
Swearing is a lax man's way of trying to be emphatic. 

About telling the Truth 
A lie is a coward's way of getting out of trouble. 
Truth is as clear as a bell, but it isn't always tolled. 

About Boasting 
When you sing your own praise, you always get the tune too high. 
Don't brag; it isn't the whistle that pulls the train. 
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For in many things we stumble. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able 
also to bridle the whole body. James 3:2  

Our Daily Bread.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


