
1 

Living A Life of Excellence (Virtue) -  Pastor Larry Booth 

I. Introduction- 2 Peter 1:1-15

2 Peter 1:1-15 (KJV) 

1  Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith 
with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:  
2  Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,  
 3  According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:  
4  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers 
of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.  
5  And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;  
6  And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;  
7  And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.  
8  For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
9  But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged 
from his old sins.  
10  Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these 
things, ye shall never fall:  
11  For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.  
12  Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know 
them, and be established in the present truth.  
13  Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance;  
14  Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me.  
15  Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in 
remembrance.  

A. To them: who have obtained the same (equal) faith as us-

“It means that we are all given the very same faith; we are all equal in value and honor and 
privilege before God. God does not discriminate; He does not have favorites. God loves us all 
equally and He values and honors us all as much as He did Peter and James and John and 
Paul.”1 

B. V.1  GK “Our God and Savior Jesus Christ”

C. V.2- Grace and Peace multiplied to you

1 Leadership Ministries Worldwide. 1 Peter–Jude. Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide, 1996. Print. The 

Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/posbkjv81pe1?ref=Bible.2Pe1.1&off=8488&ctx=st+wonderful+thing.+~It+means+that+we+are
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1. Undeserved favor and quiet peaceableness (implies prosperity according to Strong’s 
Concordance) are: 

2. Multiplied: To Increase and abound over and over 
  

D. V.3- His Divine inherent power Has given us- Acts 1:8 
 

1. Do you have that power? 
2. All things that have to do with the God life and how to live godly 
3. How?- Through understanding how He has called () us to: 

Glory- living a life in His tangible presence and with His benefits 
Virtue-A life of Excellence  

 

E. V.4- Promises have been given to us and by these: living the glorified and 
excellent life and we: 
1. Partakers of God’s Devine nature 
2. We escaped the corruption in the world that captivates by strong desire 
 
2 Peter 1:3-4 AMP 
3 For His divine power has bestowed upon us all things that [are requisite and suited] to life and 
godliness, through the [dfull, personal] knowledge of Him Who called us by and to His own glory and 
excellence (virtue).  
4 By means of these He has bestowed on us His precious and exceedingly great promises, so that 
through them you may escape [by flight] from the moral decay (rottenness and corruption) that is in 
the world because of covetousness (lust and greed), and become sharers (partakers) of the divine 
nature. 2 
 

Arno Gaebelein- “The divine nature which the believer has received loves the will of God; it is 
a holy nature, and therefore abhors the corruption which is in the world by lust. But that 
divine nature is subject to growth and development in the life of the child of God, and that 
requires all care and diligence.3 

 

F. V.5- Make every effort ( Be zealous) to Add to your faith: 
 

1. Make every effort 
 

2 Peter 1:5 (HCSB)  
5  For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with goodness, goodness with 
knowledge, 
 

“Berkhof defines sanctification as “a work of God in which believers cooperate” (L. Berkhof, 
Systematic Theology [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1939], p. 534). This definition fits the biblical 
pattern of ethical imperatives built on dogmatic indicatives (cf. Rom 6:11–14; 12:1f.; 
Philippians 2:12–13; 1 Peter 1:13–21) and is in accord with biblical statements of how God 

                                                      
d Marvin Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament. 
2 The Amplified Bible. La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 1987. Print. 
3 Gaebelein, Arno C. The Annotated Bible, Volume 9: James to Revelation. Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 

2009. Print. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/amp?ref=Bible.2Pe1.3
https://ref.ly/logosres/annbbl80jam?ref=Bible.2Pe1.5-11&off=305&ctx=ing+all+diligence.%E2%80%9D+~The+divine+nature+wh
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works (cf. Rom 8:13b; Philippians 2:13). So Peter urgently calls for a progressive, active 
Christianity.”4 
 

2. Living the “sanctified life” involves our actions 
 

Ephesians 2:8-10 (KJV)  
8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  
9  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  
10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. 

 
 

G. Vs. 5-7- Eight steps of virtuous living 
1. Faith 
2. Excellence 
3. Knowledge 
4. Self-control 
5. Patient endurance- Waiting for God to do something 
6. Godliness 
7. Brotherly love and kindness- Philadelphia 
8. The God kind of Love- Agape 

 

H. Vs 8- If these things be in you and abound- 
 
2 Peter 1:8 AMP 
8 For as these qualities are yours and increasingly abound in you, they will keep [you] from being idle or 
unfruitful unto the [gfull personal] knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One). 5 

 
,Peter’s heavy stress upon the importance of “these things” is phenomenal. 

⇒ Note v. 12: Peter says that he is going to always preach these things despite the fact that the 
believer already knows them. But this is not all. 

⇒ Note v. 13: Peter says that as long as he is living, he is going to stir up the believers by 
reminding them of these things. But this is not all. 

⇒ Note vv. 14–15: Peter says that these things are so important that he is going to see to it that 
the believers are reminded of them even after his death….6 

 
 

I. Vs. 8-10- If you do these things: 
 

1. Never “barren” inactive or unemployed 
2. “unfruitful” without fruit in your life and knowing God 
3. You will never fall or stumble/trip- Vs. 10 

                                                      
4 Blum, Edwin A. “2 Peter.” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Hebrews through Revelation. Ed. Frank E. Gaebelein. Vol. 

12. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1981. 269. Print. 
g Marvin Vincent, Word Studies. 
5 The Amplified Bible. La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 1987. Print. 
6 Leadership Ministries Worldwide. 1 Peter–Jude. Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide, 1996. Print. The 

Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/ebc12?ref=Bible.2Pe1.5&off=168&ctx=out+human+activity.+~Berkhof+defines+sanc
https://ref.ly/logosres/amp?ref=Bible.2Pe1.8
https://ref.ly/logosres/posbkjv81pe1?ref=Bible.2Pe1.5-15&off=2202&ctx=+in+remembrance.%0a%0aB.~+The+Great+Things+of
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J. He that lacks these things is: 
 

a. Blind and short sighted 

b. Forgotten he was cleaned from past sins 

2 Peter 1:9 (HCSB)  
9  The person who lacks these things is blind and shortsighted and has forgotten the 

cleansing from his past sins. 

 

K. Vs. 10-15- Start with faith end with Agape-The promise of reward 
 
2 Peter 1:11 Message 
“So, friends, confirm God’s invitation to you, his choice of you. Don’t put it off; do it now. Do 
this, and you’ll have your life on a firm footing, the streets paved and the way wide open into 
the eternal kingdom of our Master and Savior, Jesus Christ.”7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
7 Peterson, Eugene H. The Message: The Bible in Contemporary Language. Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 2005. Print. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/message?ref=Bible.2Pe1.10&off=6&ctx=ff+the+books.%0a10%E2%80%9311%C2%A0~+So%2c+friends%2c+confir
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II. Start with faith-2 Peter 1:5,  
 
Introduction: Before we can display the attributes of the character of God we must first start with 
true saving faith or else we do mere works of religion and not lasting works. Religious works are 
not the fruit that the Spirit bears in the lives of every believer. 
 
2 Tim. 3:5 AMP 
For [although] they hold a form of piety (true religion), they deny and reject and are strangers to 
the power of it [their conduct belies the genuineness of their profession]. Avoid [all] such people 
[turn away from them]. 8 
 
Dr. Sumrall would say “Starve your doubts feed your faith.” 
Faith is not sitting down on a chair and hoping it will hold you up, its sitting down confidently 
knowing it will. Faith is belief that knows. 
 

A. Romans 12:3- Everybody starts with the same measure 
B. Faith comes by hearing-Romans 10:17 

1. Comes by hearing the gospel preached-Rom. 10:14, Romans 1:16-17,  
2. Righteousness of faith is revealed-Rom. 10:5-6, Romans 1:16-17 

C. Saving faith- Romans 10:17 
1. By Grace- Eph. 2:8-10 
2. In Christ alone-John 3:16-18, John 14:6 

 
Martin Luther from his sermon- Epiphany part one- “For true faith cannot exist nor can 
it tolerate that anyone should conscientiously hold something else to be necessary to 
become holy and be saved than faith in Christ alone. Therefore, whoever has this faith 
can not trust in human teachings, but observes them when and wherever he pleases, 
being lord over them. But he who follows human doctrines without having faith, can 
never apprehend faith, remains forever a slave of human commandments and will 
never do a really good work, as St. Paul says, Titus 1:16. For this reason we must hold 
fast to the plain teaching of Scripture which presents Christ only, and that by faith in 
him we become true Christians and then freely do all kinds of good works to the good 
of our neighbor, as has often been said.”9 
 

                                                      
8 The Amplified Bible. La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 1987. Print. 

9 A Treasury of Great Preaching, (Austin, TX: WORDsearch, 2005), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Epiphany, Part 1". 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Tit+1%3A16
https://ref.ly/logosres/amp?ref=Bible.2Ti3.5
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Charles Finney- “We see that saving faith must be the heart's belief of this great fact 
that God so loved us. Saving faith receives the death of Christ as an expression of God's 
love to us. No other sort of faith -- no faith in anything else -- wins our heart to love 
God. Saving faith saves us from our bondage and our prejudice against Him. It is this 
which makes it saving. Any faith that leaves out this great truth must fail to save us. If 
any one element of faith is vital, it is this. Let any man doubt this fact of God's love in 
Christ, and I would not give much for all his religion. It is worthless.”10 
 

D. Living by faith-Romans 1:17, Gal. 2:20,  
E. If you continue in the faith- Col. 1:23 
F. Growing faith- Col. 2:6-7, 2 Thess. 1:3 
G. Mark 11:23-24- Lit. “Have the faith of God”-The God kind of faith 

1. Believes first in his heart 
2. Prays 
3. Has it 
4. Says it out loud 

 

H. Faith is displayed by saying-Rom. 10:5-10 
I. What is faith? Hebrews 11:1-6 

1. Vs. 1- Faith is substance of things we hope for 
2. Faith is evidence of things NOT seen 
3. True faith says “its done” not “gonna be done” 
4. Vs. 4- Small and great things are done by faith 
5. Vs. 5- It is impossible to please God without faith 

J. Vs. 6-Coming to God in faith 
a. Pray to God 

b. We must believe He exist 

c. He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek after- Strong’s-“investigate, crave, 

demand, (by Hebrew) worship :- en- (re-) quire, seek after (carefully, diligently).”11  

d. Use your faith 

 

                                                      
10 A Treasury of Great Preaching, (Austin, TX: WORDsearch, 2005), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "God's Love 

Commended To Us". 
11 James Strong, Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary, (Austin, TX: WORDsearch Corp., 2007), WORDsearch CROSS 

e-book, Under: "1567". 


