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Living a Life of Excellence (Virtue) #4 Knowledge- 

 Pastor Larry Booth 
 

Review- 2 Peter 1:1-15 
 

 

A. Vs. 5-7- Seven steps of virtuous living 
Faith is the foundation 

1. Excellence 
2. Knowledge 
3. Self-control 
4. Patient endurance- Waiting for God to do something 
5. Godliness 
6. Brotherly love and kindness- Philadelphia 
7. The God kind of Love- Agape 

 

B. Vs. 8-10- If you do these things: 
 

1. Never “barren” inactive or unemployed 
2. “unfruitful” without fruit in your life and knowing God 
3. You will never fall or stumble/trip- Vs. 10 

 
 

Lesson 2- The starting point is faith-2 Peter 1:5,  
 
Introduction: Before we can display the attributes of the character of God we must first start with 
true saving faith or else we do mere works of religion and not lasting works. Religious works are 
not the fruit that the Spirit bears in the lives of every believer. 
 

Lesson 3- Virtue-Moral Excellence- Vs 5 
 
Bible.org-“In keeping with the biblical goal of spiritual growth and greater levels of maturity, we 
often find in Scripture the call to abound or excel in Christian character, especially in the various 
ways we can express love to one another. Spiritual maturity is a quest for character for which 
there will be little progress without the pursuit of excellence.” 
 

I. Knowledge- 
 
LB- To understand by learning how God looks at something. 1 Cor. 14:6 HCSB 

 
2 Pet 1:3 
 
“Add knowledge (gnosin): practical intelligence, practical wisdom, practical insight. It means 
knowing what to do in every situation and doing it; it is practical, day to day knowledge that sees 
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situations and knows how to handle them. It is seeing the trials and temptations of life and 
knowing what to do with them and doing it.”1 

 
 
Illustrations: 
 
1. Josh Billings, a nineteenth-century humorist, said, "It is better not to know so much than to 

know so many things that just ain't so." 
Jaime O'Neil, a college professor, taught for more than twenty years. While teaching in the 
state of Washington he became very concerned that too many students knew too many things 
that "just ain't so." To help diagnose the problem he developed an eighty-six question quiz to 
test the general knowledge of his college students. Here are some of the responses to that 
quiz.  
"Charles Darwin invented gravity. 
Ralph Nader is a baseball player. 
Christ lived in the sixteenth century. 
Sid Caesar was an early Roman emperor. 
Mark Twain invented the cotton gin. 
Dwight Eisenhower served as president in the seventeenth century. 
Socrates was an Indian chief. 
Camp David is in Israel." 
More alarming than this knowledge of "things that just ain't so," is the "famine for hearing the 
words of the Lord" (Amos 8:11). 

 
* "Behold, the What?" Charles Swindoll, Orlando Conference, 1992 

 
2. A New England high school teacher taught a course entitled The Bible as Literature. Only 

seniors in the top 10 percent of the class could take this course. A pre-test was given to 
evaluate the students' biblical knowledge. One student defined the Epistles as "wives of the 
Apostles." A pastor was so humored by this answer that he shared it during his next sermon. 
One of the church members approached him afterwards and asked, "If the Epistles weren't the 
wives of the Apostles, whose wives were they?" 

 
* "Behold the What?" Charles Swindoll, Orlando Conference 1992 

 
 
Taken from Dr. Charles Stanley IN Touch Ministries 
https://www.intouch.org/watch/meditating-on-the-word-of-god 

 

Meditation involves three activities. 

 Shut out the world. That means no television, phone calls, or other outside distractions. 
 Shut ourselves up to God. Meditation is not a group activity but a private time alone with the Lord. 

                                                      
1 Leadership Ministries Worldwide. 1 Peter–Jude. Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide, 

1996. Print. The Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/posbkjv81pe1?ref=Bible.2Pe1.5-7&off=1640&ctx=(1+Th.+4:11%E2%80%9312).%0ab.+~Add+knowledge+(gnosi
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 Focus our attention on a passage of Scripture. This is not just a casual reading of God’s Word 
before heading out the door, but a private conversation with the Lord. We begin by asking Him to 
reveal what He wants to say to us. Then we listen for His instructions and guidance while reading, 
thinking, and praying about the passage.  

Effective meditation has four requirements. 

 Priority. The devil will try to thwart our efforts to focus on God’s Word because he knows we are 
absorbing it into our souls. If meditation is not a priority in our lives, we probably won’t do it. 

 Place. We need a private place to meet alone with God. 
 Purpose. The purpose of meditation is to hear from the Lord. When we concentrate on His Word 

and seek His guidance, He sometimes uses very specific passages of Scriptures to answer our 
requests. Once we’ve understood what He’s told us, our trust in Him increases and our worries 
lessen.  

 Plan. We must set aside a time to meet with the Lord privately to read His Word, ask for direction, 
and listen for His voice. This opportunity to be alone with Him will soon become the most precious 
part of each day as we learn to know almighty God more intimately and hear Him speak to us 
personally through Scripture. 

Meditation includes three steps. 
Using James 1:1-4 as an example, we can learn how to meditate on a passage of Scripture by following 
three steps. 

 Observation. Begin by asking these questions: Who is the writer? To whom is he writing? What is 
the passage saying?  

 Verse 1 says the letter was written by James, who was probably Jesus’ half brother. He wrote to the 
twelve tribes who were dispersed abroad. Although these people lived a long time ago, Scripture 
was written for every generation, including ours. James gave clear instructions regarding what God 
desires to accomplish through our trials and how we should respond to them.  

 Interpretation. What does the passage mean, and what can we learn from it? By focusing on these 
verses, our entire perspective regarding trials will be changed. Instead of being consumed by the 
hardships, we will understand what God is trying to achieve in our lives through them.  

 Verse 2, “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials.” In the midst of 
difficulties or suffering, we want relief from pain and a way out of hardship, but James says the 
solution is a change of attitude. Instead of becoming bitter or resentful, we are to count it as joy, 
not because we enjoy the experience but because we know God is sovereign over it and promises 
to walk through it with us. Our joy is in the Lord and His purpose, not in the situation. 

 Verse 3, “Knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.” The reason we can consider 
trials joy is because of what we know to be true. Whatever God sends or allows in our lives is not a 
random event but a test of our faith. His purpose for testing is approval not defeat. This is how we 
become strong and are able to endure. We’ll never develop this quality if life is always easy, and if 
we lack endurance, we may quickly yield to temptation or give up and walk away from God’s will. 
This verse teaches us that God is up to something good even when our circumstances look bad.  

 Verse 4, “And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing.” If we refuse to endure our trials, we short-circuit God’s purpose for allowing 
them. He has a perfect result in mind—that we may be perfect and complete. The word perfect 
does not mean sinless but complete, strong, and mature. The Lord loves us so much He doesn’t 
want us to lack any of these qualities.  

Application. Based on what we’ve just learned, how should we respond? How does God want us to 
think about our trials? The following are a few specific practices to help us rejoice even in trouble or 
suffering:  
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 Continue meditating on this passage until it becomes real in our thinking and belief system. Once 
we truly believe this, we’ll be able to confidently face whatever we’re going through. 

 Continually affirm that God loves us unconditionally. Knowing that He always does what is best for 
us increases our trust in Him. 

 Ask the Lord to show us what specific areas of our lives He’s targeted for spiritual growth. Each 
trial is designed to strengthen us in a particular area of weakness.   

 Agree with God that the end result is worth the pain. Whatever He allows us to go through is for 
our benefit.  

Meditation is a gratifying and rewarding experience that increases our intimacy with the Lord and our 
fascination with the Bible as we hear Him speak to us personally through His Word. God has also given 
us His indwelling Holy Spirit who enables us to interpret Scripture rightly and empowers us to apply it 
to our lives.  

Response 

 If you consistently meditate on Scripture, how has it affected your relationship with the Lord? Your 
trust in Him? Your perspective on life? Your thought patterns? 

 If meditation on the Word is new to you, what changes do you need to make in your life to make it 
a reality? How do you think it will affect your life and your relationship with God? 

 How has meditation on James 1:1-4 changed your perspective regarding trials? What have you 
learned about God and His purposes? How does He specifically want you to apply this to your life? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


