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Living a Life of Excellence (Virtue) #16 – Romans 12 Paul’s list of principles 
that govern Christian conduct Part 5- Pastor Larry Booth 

I. Rom. 12:9-21- Paul’s description of the sincere agape (divine love) life in the body of
Christ

A. Introduction: Romans 12:1-4 GW- presenting (yielding up) our bodies as a living
sacrifice- Don’t become like the people of this world

1. Holy-separated
2. In a way that is pleasing to God
3. This is your Devine purpose- This kind of worship is appropriate for you.
4. Don’t become like the people of this world
5. Be (Greek lit.) metamorphed (in every way of your Christian life) by the renovation of your

mind after God’s word. GW-“Change the way you think.”
6. Then you will be able to discern and determine God’s good, acceptable, and complete will

for your life.

B. The motivational gifts- Romans 12:3-8
1. Don’t be conceited and self-important
2. Think like a sane man
3. God has given everyone a measure of faith
4. We are many parts to one body
5. Everyone has a different gift-
6. 7 motivational (or what energizes you) gifts:

Prophecy, serving, teaching, encouraging, giving, leading, showing mercy
These gifts are given at new birth to all Christians to operate as the body of Christ. They
are different from the supernatural gifts given to those baptized into the Spirit.
(1 Cor. 12)

C. 27 Christian ethics- Principles governing Christian conduct- Romans 12:9-21
We must not only “talk the talk” but we must “walk the walk.” This chapter teaches us how to

walk the walk of agape. So much of scripture is about this. (See intro remarks below)

V. 9- HCSB, GW
1. The command of sincere love- To be un-hypocritical, real, undisguised. Lit. “Without play

acting, or pretending.” 1 All of these principles are governed by sincere agape. This is
what Love is like. Rom. 13:8-10-Love fulfills all the law

2. Hate, loathe all evil (not evil people)- 1 Thess. 5:22, James 4:17, Prov. 8:13, Rev. 2:6

1 Briscoe, D. Stuart, and Lloyd J. Ogilvie. Romans. Vol. 29. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Inc, 1982. Print. The Preacher’s 

Commentary Series. 
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Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible. “The believer is to love by hating evil. The word 
abhor (apostugountes) is strong, very strong. It means to hate with intense feeling, to 
loathe, to look upon with horror. Love desires the very best for people; therefore, love 
hates evil, for evil destroys human life. The believer stands against evil, doing all he can 
to fight …”2    
 

3.  Literally glue yourself to what is good and beneficial 
“The believer is to love by cleaving to that which is good. The word cleave (kollomenoi) 
means to join or fasten together, to attach, to cement or glue together. The believer is 
to desire only the very best—all the good possible—for people.” 3 

  V. 10- HCSB 
4. Show family like affection to each other with brotherly love- John 13:34-35, Gal. 6:2 
5. Outdo each other (Take the lead, show an examp.) in showing value and honor to others 

 
Everett Harrison-“To honor is to accord recognition and show appreciation.”4 
 
Arno Gaebelein: “We should prefer to see others honored rather than ourselves. Once a 
beloved servant of Christ was in a side room with other notables before a meeting. 
Several had already moved onto the platform before it was his turn. When he appeared 
at the door, thunderous applause broke out for him. He quickly stepped aside and 
applauded so that he would not share the honor that he sincerely thought was intended 
for others.”5 William Barclay’s commentary of Romans said this was scholar John Cairns. 
   

  

  V. 11 
6. Don’t be lazy in your speed to be eager-or in what your busy about doing-Prov. 20:13, 

Eccl. 9:10, Prov. 26:13-16-  LB “The sound of poverty is a squeaking bed.” 
 
Arno Gaebelein “Not slothful in business” is often misunderstood and many have 
thought it means devotion to a secular business. But the correct translation is, “In 
diligence, not slothful.”6 
The Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible-”The word slothful (okneros) means to be lazy, 
slow-moving, sluggish, lethargic, complacent, hesitating, delaying. The word business 
(spoude) means diligence, zeal, earnestness. The exhortation is clear: the believer must 
… 
• not be lazy or slow-moving in zeal 
• not be sluggish or lethargic in diligence 
• not be hesitating or delaying in earnestness”7 

                                                      
2 Leadership Ministries Worldwide. Romans. Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide, 1996. Print. The Preacher’s 

Outline & Sermon Bible. 
3 Leadership Ministries Worldwide. Romans. Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide, 1996. Print. The Preacher’s 

Outline & Sermon Bible. 
4 Harrison, Everett F. “Romans.” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Romans through Galatians. Ed. Frank E. Gaebelein. Vol. 

10. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1976. 132. Print. 
5 MacDonald, William. Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments. Ed. Arthur Farstad. Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson, 1995. Print. 
6 Gaebelein, Arno C. The Annotated Bible: Romans to Ephesians. Vol. 7. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2009. Print. 
7 Leadership Ministries Worldwide. Romans. Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide, 1996. Print. The Preacher’s 

Outline & Sermon Bible. 
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7. Be “bubble boiling over” or fervent in spirit- Dake-“Maintain zeal to the boiling point” 

Acts 18:25- Such was Apollos. Rev 3:15-16- The Laodicean church is accused of being 
lukewarm.  
 
Jeremiah 48:10 
“A curse on him who is slack in doing the Lord’s work!” (NEB). 
James Boice- “The word fervor (NIV) or fervent (KJV) is from a verb meaning to boil. So a 
literal translation of this phrase would be: “In respect to the spirit (or Spirit), boiling.” 
Unfortunately, since boiling suggests heat and we think of heat as having to do with 
anger, it would be better to think of this as a Christian “bubbling over” or even, as the 
Revised Standard Version has it, “being aglow with the Spirit.”8 
 

8. Put your life into service for God whether or not you receive personal gain and 
applause. How? By being fervent and not lazy. 

    
  V.12 

  

9. Be joyous in what you hope for-your hopeful anticipation. Dake- “Let your hope be a joy 
to you.” NEB “Let hope keep you joyful.” Our hope is always that Jesus will return. 
 

10. Show steadfast endurance in all your troubles (Gk-what pressures you)- HCSB “Patient in 
affliction.” The trial of your faith is more precious than gold- 1 Peter 1:7-8 

 
11. Continually attend to prayer- The secret to Joyful hope and steadfast endurance 

  

Strong's Concordance-Number: 4342 
“Greek Word: προσκαρτερέω 
Transliteration: proskartereō  
from <G4314> (pros) and <G2594> (kartereo); to be earnest towards, i.e. (to a thing) to 
persevere, be constantly diligent, or (in a place) to attend assiduously all the exercises, 
or (to a person) to adhere closely to (as a servitor) :- attend (give self) continually 
(upon), continue (in, instant in, with), wait on (continually).”9 
 
C.H. Spurgeon: 
“The Greek word is said to have the signification of “always applying strength in prayer,” 
or continuing with all your might in prayer. Our prayer is to be full of strength; “blessed 
is the man whose strength is in thee.” Master Brooks saith that the word is a metaphor 
taken from hunting dogs, which will never give up the game till they have got it. A 
hunting dog when in pursuit of its victim works itself into full motion, using every limb 
and muscle to follow as fast as possible. If you catch a glimpse of it you will see that it 
throws itself forward with intense eagerness, the whole body and soul of the dog is in 
motion towards one object; no portion of him lingers, not so much as a glance is given 

                                                      
NEB New English Bible 
8 Boice, James Montgomery. Romans: The New Humanity. Vol. 4. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1991–. Print. 
9 James Strong, Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary, (Austin, TX: WORDsearch Corp., 2007), WORDsearch CROSS e-
book, Under: "4342". 
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to anything else, the whole creature is instant after the game which it pursues, urgently 
pressing, hot foot, as we say, to overtake the prey.”10 

 
His outline gives three points: Constant, Instant, expectant, and then goes on to say: 
 

“Whenever your hope seems to fail you and your joy begins to sink,—the shortest 
method is to take to your knees. By remembering the promise in prayer hope will be 
sustained, and then joy is sure to spring from it, for joy is the first-born child of hope. As 
for “patience,” how can we be patient if we cannot pray? Have not holy men of old 
always sustained themselves in their worst times of grief and depression by betaking 
themselves to prayer? Mind that you do the same. Impatience will be sure to follow 
prayerlessness, but the endurance of the divine will grows out of communion with God 
in prayer.”11 

 

  V. 13 
12. Share (give or contribute a share in) with other in meeting the needs of the saints 

(personal difficulties, particularly financial and daily necessities are probably in view12) - 
Galatians 6:10, Hebrews 13:16-HCSB, 1 John 3:17. Act 6:3- translated “Business.” 
 

13. Pursue hospitality- Chase after the love for entertaining strangers or traveling believers, 
make a practice of it. Church leaders should model this, Titus 1:8. “Fond of guest.” 

 
Everett F. Harrison- “Romans.” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: “The Lord had 
encouraged his disciples to depend on such kindness during their missions (Matt 10:11). 
Without it, the spread of the gospel during the days of the early church would have 
been greatly impeded. With it, the “church in the house” became a reality (16:23; cf. 
16:5). What sanctified this practice above all was the realization that in receiving and 
entertaining the traveler, those who opened their doors and their hearts were receiving 
and entertaining Christ (Matt 10:40; 25:40).”13 
 
William MacDonald- “Hospitality is a lost art. Small homes and apartments are used as 
excuses for not receiving Christians who are passing through. Perhaps we do not want 
to face the added work and inconvenience. But we forget that when we entertain God’s 
children, it is the same as if we were entertaining the Lord Himself. Our homes should 
be like the home in Bethany, where Jesus loved to be.”14 

  V. 14 -review 
14. Bless-Speak well of those who persecute (pursue) you. Don’t curse them. Matt. 5:44, 

Ephesians 4:25-32-Bless-A wish, expression, or gift for the well-being of others. Curse- A 
word intended to bring about a negative result for another.  Prov. 18:21 

                                                      
10 Spurgeon, C. H. “Constant, Instant, Expectant.” The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit Sermons. Vol. 25. London: Passmore & 

Alabaster, 1879. 350. Print. 
11 Spurgeon, C. H. “Constant, Instant, Expectant.” The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit Sermons. Vol. 25. London: Passmore & 

Alabaster, 1879. 349. Print. 
12 Dunn, James D. G. Romans 9–16. Vol. 38B. Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 1998. Print. Word Biblical Commentary. 
13 Harrison, Everett F. “Romans.” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Romans through Galatians. Ed. Frank E. Gaebelein. Vol. 

10. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1976. 133. Print. 
14 MacDonald, William. Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments. Ed. Arthur Farstad. Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson, 1995. Print. 
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William MacDonald- “It requires divine life to repay unkindness and injury with a 
courtesy. The natural response is to curse and retaliate.”15 

 

  V. 15 
 

15. Rejoice with them that do rejoice- Take a lively interest in blessings and prosperity of 
others without grudging. Celebrations and funerals of believers. 

16. Weep with them that weep- Show genuine compassion for others. 

 
   V. 16. 
 

17.  Be of the same mind one toward another- Have the same mindset and feelings for one 
another- Live in harmony and of one accord. 
Phil. 2:1-8 

18.  Don’t think so much about lofty things- Do not be unlawfully ambitious to be rich and 
powerful. Do not shun the poor, courting great men. 

19.  Associate with humble and godly people going through life with as little show and 
parade as possible. 1 Cor. 12:26 
  

20. Don’t think you’re smarter than others and be conceited and vain. Prov. 3:7 
“Always remember that you are absolutely unique. Just like everyone else.” Margaret 

Mead 
  V. 17 
 

21. Never pay back evil for evil to any man. (revenge) 
 

22. Try to provide in advance a way to be fair and honest in everyone’s eyes. 

 
  V. 18 

23. As far as it depends on you, live at peace with all people. “If commotions arise, let there 
be no real fault on your side. Offences will come, but see that no offence spring from 
unwise ordering of life.”16 

 
Clara Barton’s Attitude 
(1821-1912 An educator and humanitarian, Clarissa “Clara” Harlowe Barton helped 
distribute needed supplies to the Union Army during the Civil War and later founded the 
disaster relief organization, the American Red Cross.) 
“Clara Barton never harbored resentments. One time a friend recalled to her a cruel 
thing that had happened to her some years previously, but Clara seemed not to 
remember it. 
“Don’t you remember the wrong that was done to you?” asked the friend. 
“No,” answered Clara. “I distinctly remember forgetting that.”17 

  

                                                      
15 MacDonald, William. Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments. Ed. Arthur Farstad. Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson, 1995. Print. 
16 Burrows, W. Romans. New York; London; Toronto: Funk & Wagnalls Company, 1892. Print. The Preacher’s Complete 

Homiletic Commentary. 
17 Morgan, Robert J. Nelson’s Complete Book of Stories, Illustrations, and Quotes. electronic ed. Nashville: Thomas Nelson 

Publishers, 2000. Print. 
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  V. 19 
24. Being the Lord’s, don’t take revenge- (originally from the song of Dt. 32:35) 

 
• The greatest remedy for anger is delay. 
—Seneca 
• The best answer to anger is silence. 
—German Proverb 
• Keep cool; anger is not an argument. 
—Daniel Webster 
• Swallowing angry words before you say them is better than having to eat them 
afterwards. 
• “He who goes to bed angry has the devil for a bed-fellow.” Never take your 
enemies to bed with you. 
—Old Latin18 
 

25.  Rather give place to God’s righteous judgment: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I 
will repay, saith the Lord] (Dt. 32:35), Heb. 10:30 
F. Dake: “Give room for the civil laws to be enforced and officers to do their duty. If they 
are unfaithful and oppressive, let the righteous judge take care of them.”19  
 
H.A. Ironside-“What I understand the apostle to say is this: “Do not attempt to avenge 
yourselves, but leave room for the judgment of God. If wrath must be meted out, let 
Him do it, not yourself,” for it is written: “Vengeance is Mine: I will repay, saith the 
Lord.””20 

  

  V. 20 
26. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing 

thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head- 1 Thess. 5:15, 1 Pet. 3:9, Prov. 25:21-22-reward 
 
“Heaping coals” Not to harm him but to help him to repent and not be judged. Grace.   
Dake: “In view of the fact that God was good to you when you were His enemy (Rom. 
5:7-8), you should likewise treat your enemies with goodness. You will thus make them 
feel a burning sense of shame. Quoted from Prov. 25:21-22.” 2 Cor. 7:8-12 

  

V. 21 
27. Be not overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good- Never let evil get the better of 

you; get the better of evil by doing good things or being kind. 
 
“A young nobleman complained to Francis of Assissi of a thief. “The rascal,” he cried, 
“has stolen my boots.” “Run after him quickly,” exclaimed Francis, “and give him your 
socks.” This was the spirit of the Lord Jesus “who when He was reviled, reviled not 
again,” and for hatred ever gave love.”21 

 

                                                      
18 Tan, Paul Lee. Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations: Signs of the Times. Garland, TX: Bible Communications, Inc., 1996. Print. 
19 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or King 
James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Romans Chapter 
12". 
20 Ironside, H. A. Lectures on the Epistle to the Romans. Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux Brothers, 1928. Print. 
21 Ironside, H. A. Lectures on the Epistle to the Romans. Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux Brothers, 1928. Print. 
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Introduction remarks: 

Word Biblical Commentary- “The parallels with other first-century Christian parenesis, 
particularly 1 Thess 5:12–22 and 1 Pet 3:8–12 (Selwyn, 408–410), indicate both that Paul 
was drawing on a common style of parenetical material, but also that the individual 
elements could be formulated in different permutations and combinations” 22 

 
Most say the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5-7. Perhaps also sermon on the plain, Luke 6:17-49 
 

“Allison in particular has noted how many of the echoes of the Jesus tradition come 
from the central section of the “Sermon on the Plain” (12:14—Luke 6:28; 12:17—Luke 
6:27–36; 12:21—Luke 6:27–36; 14:10—Luke 6:37)”23 
 
Joseph Fitzmyer: “Did Paul compose such a list himself? Or does it represent a list of 
instructions commonly used among early Christian preachers? Many commentators are 
convinced that there are in this paragraph of Romans echoes of the Jesus tradition, that 
Paul makes use of fragments of the sayings of Jesus that had already become part of a 
primitive catechesis (see vv 14, 17a, 18, 19a).”24 

 
John MacArthur: “12:9–21 This passage provides a comprehensive and mandatory list of traits that 
characterize the Spirit-filled life (cf. Jn 15:8; Eph 2:10). Paul presents these characteristics under 4 
categories: 1) personal duties (v. 9); 2) family duties (vv. 10–13); 3) duties to others (vv. 14–16); and 
4) duties to those who consider us enemies (vv. 17–21).”25 
 
For a more simple division of 9-21 see The Preacher’s Commentary Series: 
 

“Good, Evil, and Fellowship (12:9-12) 

Good, Evil, and Stewardship (12:13-16) 

Good, Evil, and Hardship (12:17-21) 

The cosmic struggle between good and evil as it relates to mankind’s relationship to God has been 
graphically portrayed by Paul in the doctrinal sections of the epistle, but once he turns his attention to 
practical application of doctrine, the apostle quickly reminds believers that the conflict still rages. 

The series of staccato, ethical instructions that he presents are built around a framework of 
statements relating to “good and evil.” “Abhor what is evil.” “Cling to what is good.” “Repay no one evil 
for evil” “Have regard for good things… .” “Do not be overcome with evil, but overcome evil with good.” 
In summary, the believer is required to make a decision about good and evil and to come down firmly 
on the side of good and in opposition to evil. (The words “cling” and “abhor” are powerful.) This takes 

                                                      
22 Dunn, James D. G. Romans 9–16. Vol. 38B. Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 1998. Print. Word Biblical Commentary. 
23 Dunn, James D. G. Romans 9–16. Vol. 38B. Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 1998. Print. Word Biblical Commentary. 
24 Fitzmyer, Joseph A., S.J. Romans: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary. Vol. 33. New Haven; London: 

Yale University Press, 2008. Print. Anchor Yale Bible. 
25 MacArthur, John F., Jr. The MacArthur Study Bible: New American Standard Bible. Nashville, TN: 

Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2006. Print. 
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8 

 

away from the believer the commonly held assumption that those who suffer evil are free to respond 
in kind. Moreover, the believer’s commitment to “good” will require that his weapons for the fray, 
both in terms of defense against and opposition to evil, will always be “good” and never “evil.” This 
attitude, the product of the renewed mind, is succinctly described in verse 9 as “love without 
hypocrisy.”26 

 
 
Illustrations and Jokes 

 
 

“Pollster George Gallup is concerned about the maturity of American Christians. Although some 53 
percent of the general public says religion is "very important," he found only 13 percent live the faith 
they profess. Gallup said, "There is not a spiritual vacuum in our country, but spiritual chaos." 
According to his research, "Americans need instruction badly in Bible study, prayer techniques, and 
how to share the gospel. People are trying to be Christian without the Bible." Gallup is a Christian who 
thinks Americans need more spiritual maturity because they have become consumer-oriented and are 
practicing what he calls "a la carte religion." He noted, "People want the fruits of faith but not the 
obligations." Spiritually speaking, we need to grow up!” 

* Baptist Standard, May 12, 1993, p. 24; Facts & Trends, May 1988, p. 3 
 
 

                                                      
26 Briscoe, D. Stuart, and Lloyd J. Ogilvie. Romans. Vol. 29. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Inc, 1982. Print. The Preacher’s 

Commentary Series. 
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