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Living A Life of Excellence (Virtue) #3 Excellence- 

 Pastor Larry Booth 
 
 
 

Review- 2 Peter 1:1-15 
 

 

A. Vs. 5-7- Seven steps of virtuous living 
Faith is the foundation 

1. Excellence 
2. Knowledge 
3. Self-control 
4. Patient endurance- Waiting for God to do something 
5. Godliness 
6. Brotherly love and kindness- Philadelphia 
7. The God kind of Love- Agape 

 

B. Vs 8- If these things be in you and abound- 
 
2 Peter 1:8 AMP 
8 For as these qualities are yours and increasingly abound in you, they will keep [you] from being 
idle or unfruitful unto the [gfull personal] knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah, the 
Anointed One). 1 
 

C. Vs. 8-10- If you do these things: 
 

1. Never “barren” inactive or unemployed 
2. “unfruitful” without fruit in your life and knowing God 
3. You will never fall or stumble/trip- Vs. 10 

 
 

I. The starting point is faith-2 Peter 1:5,  
 
Introduction: Before we can display the attributes of the character of God we must first start with 
true saving faith or else we do mere works of religion and not lasting works. Religious works are 
not the fruit that the Spirit bears in the lives of every believer. 
 
Without faith all we have is just a form of godliness- 2 Tim. 3:5, Titus 1:16 
2 Tim. 3:5 AMP 

                                                      
g Marvin Vincent, Word Studies. 
1 The Amplified Bible. La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 1987. Print. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/amp?ref=Bible.2Pe1.8
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For [although] they hold a form of piety (true religion), they deny and reject and are strangers to 
the power of it [their conduct belies the genuineness of their profession]. Avoid [all] such people 
[turn away from them]. 2 
Gk-“Contradict the dunamas” 
 

II. Virtue-Moral Excellence- Vs 5 
 

A. Introduction: We are all called to glory and virtue (excellence) Vs. 3 
 
Bible.org-“In keeping with the biblical goal of spiritual growth and greater levels of maturity, we 
often find in Scripture the call to abound or excel in Christian character, especially in the various 
ways we can express love to one another. Spiritual maturity is a quest for character for which 
there will be little progress without the pursuit of excellence.” 
 

B. Definitions:  
Virtue- moral excellence- traditional Greek its “valor, Manliness.” In OT concepts “it is the 
attitude which the righteous must maintain in life and death”3 and more. Not human 
achievement or merit but what God produces in a person. 
 
1. Vine’s dictionary- VIRTUE 

“arete (ἀρέτη, 703) properly denotes whatever procures preeminent estimation for a 
person or thing; hence, “intrinsic eminence, moral goodness, virtue,” (a) of God, 1 Pet. 2:9, 
“excellencies” (KJV, “praises”); here the original and general sense seems to be blended 

with the impression made on others, i.e., renown, excellence or praise (Hort);”4 

2. Kittel- Excellence “(virtue) n. — the excellence of a person or thing that enables it to 
achieve its end or purpose; especially used of moral excellence.” 

3. Zoates- 
“ἀρετή aretḗ; gen. aretḗs, fem. noun. Superiority or being pleasing to God, or the 
superiority of God revealed in the work of salvation. Aretḗ denotes in a moral sense what 
gives man his worth, his efficiency. In the NT: virtue, moral excellency, perfection, 
goodness of action.”  
“Human virtue in general (Phil. 4:8); courage, fortitude, resolution (1 Pet. 2:9; 2 Pet. 1:5 [cf. 
1 Cor. 16:13]); moral excellence.”5 

4. Strongs- “703.  ἀρέτη arĕtē, ar-et´-ay; from the same as 730; prop. manliness (valor), i.e. 
excellence (intrinsic or attributed):—praise, virtue.”6 

5. LB- “Moral excellence is the will to do what is right without being compelled by others to 
do so. Thus to “be a man” when the definition of “man” meant everything good that 
manhood use to represent” 

                                                      
2 The Amplified Bible. La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 1987. Print. 
3 Bauernfeind, Otto. “Ἀρετή.” Ed. Gerhard Kittel, Geoffrey W. Bromiley, and Gerhard Friedrich. Theological dictionary of 

the New Testament 1964– : 460. Print. 
4 Vine, W. E., Merrill F. Unger, and William White Jr. Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament 

Words 1996 : 661. Print. 

gen (genitive) 
5 Zodhiates, Spiros. The complete word study dictionary: New Testament 2000 : n. pag. Print. 

prop. properly 

6 Strong, James. A Concise Dictionary of the Words in the Greek Testament and The Hebrew Bible 2009 : 15. Print. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/amp?ref=Bible.2Ti3.5
https://ref.ly/logosres/tdnt?ref=biblio.at%3d%CE%B1%CC%93%CF%81%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B7%CC%81%7Cau%3dBauernfeind%2c%2520Otto%7Cpg%3d457%E2%80%93461%7Cvo%3d1&off=6964&ctx=in+the+LXX.+%CE%B1%CC%93%CF%81%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B7%CC%81+~is+the+attitude+whic
https://ref.ly/logosres/tn-vines?ref=GreekStrongs.3932&off=96
https://ref.ly/logosres/tn-vines?ref=GreekStrongs.3932&off=96
https://ref.ly/logosres/wsntdict?ref=GreekStrongs.703&off=6&ctx=+%0a703.+~%CE%B1%CC%93%CF%81%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B7%CC%81+arete%CC%84%CC%81%3b+gen.+arete%CC%84%CC%81s%2c+f
https://ref.ly/logosres/strngdichebgrk?ref=GreekStrongs.703
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William Pope 1879- 
“What men call COURAGE the New Testament terms Virtue, or ἀρετή, which St. Peter places 
first among the graces that Faith inspires. But St. Paul dwells on it still more; it runs indeed 
through his whole ethical teaching. Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, he 
strong. (1 Cor. 16:13) This quaternion is one of the Apostle’s unique passages. Ἀνδρίζεσθε, 
κραταιοῦσθε, are a reminiscence of the Old Testament; but in their Christian meaning the 
former is an injunction to manly and heroic energy, and the latter precept gives the reason 
of it in the strength which we are supposed to obtain from above.”7 
 
H.A. Ironside- “So Peter says, “Have in your faith virtue.” The virtue of which he speaks 
here is not simply chastity, as some might think, but it is really valor, which is the 
outstanding virtue of a soldier, and we are called to be soldiers of Christ.”8 

 

C. Verses that matter: 
 
Ecclesiastes 9:10 Whatever your hand finds to do, verily, do it with all your might; for there is 
no activity or planning or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol where you are going. 
2 Corinthians 8:7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, and in all 
eagerness and in the love from us that is in you—make sure that you excel in this act of 
kindness too. (NET) 
1 Thessalonians 3:12 And may the Lord cause you to increase and abound (excel) in love for 
one another and for all, just as we do for you, 3:13 so that your hearts are strengthened in 
holiness to be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his 
saints.  
1 Thessalonians 4:1 Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that, as 
you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as you 
actually do walk), that you may excel still more. (NASB) 
1 Thessalonians 4:10 for indeed you do practice it (love) toward all the brethren who are in all 
Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more (NASB) 
1 Corinthians 10:31 So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the 
glory of God. (NET) 
Matthew 22:37-38 Jesus said to him, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.’ 22:38 This is the first and greatest commandment.  

 
From these verses, it should be clear that God wants His people to abound or excel in both 
what they are (inward character) and in what they do (behavior or good deeds). It would seem 
obvious that there is simply no way one can love God with all his heart (Matt. 22:37) without 
seeking to do his or her best to the glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31). Since that is so, the pursuit of 
excellence is both a goal and a mark of spiritual maturity. However, for this to be true, the 
pursuit of excellence must be motivated by the right values, priorities, and motives.  
 

Illustration: It is known that Admiral Hyman G. Rickover’s interviews were legendary and one 

of the reasons is he always wanted to cut through the glib and rehearsed answers to get a look 

                                                      
7 Pope, William Burt. A Compendium of Christian Theology: Being Analytical Outlines of a Course of Theological Study, Biblical, Dogmatic, 

Historical, Volumes 1-3. Vol. 3. London: Beveridge and Co., 1879. Print. 

8 Ironside, H. A. Expository Notes on the Epistles of Peter. Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux Brothers, 1947. Print. 
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at the person underneath. He especially wanted to know how candidates would act under 
stress. On occasion he had them sit in a chair with the front legs sawed off an inch or two 
shorter than the back, to keep them off-balance. In his autobiography Why Not the Best?, 
President Jimmy Carter tells about his Rickover interview.  
The admiral asked how he had stood in his class at the Naval Academy. “I swelled my chest with 
pride and answered, ‘Sir, I stood 59th in a class of 820!’ I sat back to wait for the 
congratulations. Instead came the question: ‘Did you do your best?’ I started to say, ‘Yes, sir,’ 
but I remembered who this was. I gulped and admitted, ‘No, sir, I didn’t always do my best.’ He 
looked at me for a long time, and then asked one final question, which I have never been able 
to forget—or to answer. He said, ‘Why not?”78  

 

D. How are we to develop this? -Phi. 4:8- A mindset to do what is right- 
 
1 Corinthians 10:31 So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of 
God. (NET) 

Matthew 22:37-38 Jesus said to him, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your mind.’ 22:38 This is the first and greatest commandment.  

 
When we realize God is always watching, our outward actions may change, but when we 
realize He is living on the inside our character changes. 
 

E. Why are we told to be this way? We are to be morally different from the world-
1 Peter 2:9-“to show forth” by our lifestyles 
 
1. 1 Peter 2:9 (GW)  

9  However, you are chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, people who belong 
to God. You were chosen to tell about the excellent qualities of God, who called you out 
of darkness into his marvelous light. 
 
HCSB- “You are a chosen race” Christians are like a different “race” 
 

2. Phil. 1:9-10- To be sincere and blameless 
Philippians 1:9-10 And this I pray, that your love may abound (i.e., excel) still more and more 
in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are 
excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; 11 having been filled 
with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of 
God. (NET) 
 

3. Our witness to the world-1 Tim 3:1,7 
Why would they want Jesus if His representatives backbite, steal, and are dishonest in 
their lifestyle? 
 

 
F. Pursuing excellence is not a quest for superiority- Competition 

 
The word excel is defined as, “to do or be better than; surpass; to show superiority, surpass 
others.”  

https://bible.org/seriespage/mark-11-pursuit-excellence#P1216_341700
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Brian Harbour picks up on this issue in Rising Above the Crowd:  
“Success means being the best. Excellence means being your best. Success, to many, 
means being better than everyone else. Excellence means being better tomorrow than 
you were yesterday. Success means exceeding the achievements of other people. 
Excellence means matching your practice with your potential.”82 
 

Gene Stallings tells of an incident when he was defensive backfield coach of the Dallas 
Cowboys.  

“Two All-Pro players, Charlie Waters and Cliff Harris, were sitting in front of their 
lockers after playing a tough game against the Washington Redskins. They were still in 
their uniforms, and their heads were bowed in exhaustion. Waters said to Harris, “By 
the way Cliff, what was the final score?”83  

So then, biblically speaking, the pursuit of excellence refers to pursuing and doing the best we 
can with the gifts and abilities God gives, giving our best to the glory of God. But ideally, it is 
done without the spirit of competition or seeking to excel simply to be better than others. 
Excellence includes doing common, everyday things, but in very uncommon ways regardless of 
whether people are watching. The reality is that God sees our work and rewards us accordingly 
(cf. 1 Cor. 15:58).  

G. Pursuing Excellence Should Not be Limited by the Nature of the Task- 1 Cor. 
10:31 

 

H. Pursuing Excellence Is a Matter of Choosing the Best- Phil. 1:9-11 NASB 

The pursuit of excellence is never a matter of simply choosing between what is good or bad, but 
of choosing what is best or superior because it will better enable us to accomplish what God 
has designed us to be and do. 

1. In keeping with the fact that all believers are to abound or excel in the expression of 
Christian love, the apostle prayed that the Philippians my have greater knowledge and 
every kind of discernment. But in order to excel in love and wisely express it, they 
needed to be able “to approve the things that are excellent” (NASB) or choose what is 
best (my translation). The term “approve” or “choose” is the Greek dokimazo, which 
carries two ideas. First, it means “to put to the test, examine,” and then as a result of the 
examination or testing, “to approve, make the right choice.” Through the values and 
priorities that come from the knowledge of God’s Word, we are to examine and test, and 
then choose accordingly. 
  

2. What is to be chosen is explained by the words “the things that are excellent” (NASB) or 
“what is best” (NET). The Greek word here is a present neuter participle from diaphero, 
which means in this context, “the things differing, but in accordance with what is best,” 
i.e., the best or what is excellent.  
 

3. Some good things need to be eliminated-1Cor 10:23 
The pursuit of excellence from a biblical world view is always connected with the issue 
of God’s values and priorities. This means the pursuit of excellence must include the 
elimination of some things even though they may be good and legitimate. The principle 

https://bible.org/seriespage/mark-11-pursuit-excellence#P1229_345338
https://bible.org/seriespage/mark-11-pursuit-excellence#P1231_345792
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is are they the best and will they get in the way or hinder the main objectives of a 
Christian’s life based on biblical principles and values? If so, they need to be eliminated.  

 

I. Conclusion: 1 Cor. 15:58 
 
“Moral excellence is possible on any budget.”  Jesus achieved it with hardly any worldly wealth 
at all.  His diligence, zeal, and discipline led Him to it.  Should we not follow in His steps? 

 
 Character is who we are when no one else is around 
 

1 Corinthians 15:58 (HCSB)  
58  Therefore, my dear brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the Lord’s work, 
knowing that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 

 
Illustration: 
There is a colorful illustration in the life of the great violinist, Paganini, which shows the value 
and power of attitude on the pursuit of excellence. 
The colorful, nineteenth-century showman and gifted violinist Nicolo Paganini was standing 
before a packed house, playing through a difficult piece of music. A full orchestra surrounded 
him with magnificent support. Suddenly one string on his violin snapped and hung gloriously 
down from his instrument. Beads of perspiration popped out on his forehead. He frowned but 
continued to play, improvising beautifully. 
To the conductor’s surprise, a second string broke. And shortly thereafter, a third. Now there 
were three limp strings dangling from Paganini’s violin as the master performer completed the 
difficult composition on the one remaining string. The audience jumped to its feet and in good 
Italian fashion, filled the hall with shouts and screams, “Bravo! Bravo!” As the applause died 
down, the violinist asked the people to sit back down. Even though they knew there was no 
way they could expect an encore, they quietly sank back into their seats. 
He held the violin high for everyone to see. He nodded at the conductor to begin the encore 
and then he turned back to the crowd, and with a twinkle in his eye, he smiled and shouted, 
‘Paganini…and one string!’ After that he placed the single-stringed Stradivarius beneath his 
chin and played the final piece on one string as the audience (and the conductor) shook their 
heads in silent amazement. ‘Paganini…and one string!’91 

 
Adapted from Bible.org article 
https://bible.org/seriespage/mark-11-pursuit-excellence 
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