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Magnets or Maggots-What kind of giver are we?- Part 2 

- Pastor Larry Booth 
 
 

 
 
 

 

I. Text: 2 Cor. 9:6-12 (HCSB) 
 
Magnets or Maggots- One attracts and the other consumes 
Outreach is not just harvesting it’s SOWING too.  
 

II. V. 6- Sow Generously-Reap generously. WHERE do we sow? 
 

 Giving at church 
 Faith promise 
 In others 
 Everywhere and anywhere! 

 
The Parable of the sower- Matt 13:1-8- He sowed everywhere! 
SOME FELL: 
 
1. Along the path-Birds came 
2. Rocky ground-not much soil 
3. Thorns-choked 
4. Good ground-Produced crops 

 
 

III. V. 7- Do as you have decided in your heart- Why do YOU give? 
 

IV. V. 8- Not reluctantly or out of need (Must do) 
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 Why? God loves a cheerful (hilarious) giver 
 He is able to make every GRACE overflow to you 
 In Every way always having everything you need 
 So that you excel in every good work 

 

V. V.9- He that “Scatters”- Psalm 112:9- His righteous acts endure forever 
 

VI. V. 10- The one who provides both seed and bread 
 

 Seed- Don’t EAT your seed, There is a time to sow and a time to harvest 
 Bread- Needs 
 Will enrich you 
 This produces thanksgiving to God through us 

 
VII. Vs. 11-12- How? 

 

 It supplies needs to the saints 
 Overflow V.12 
 They will glorify God 

 
1. In your speaking the gospel 
2. In your generosity and sharing 
3. In their prayers for you 

 

VIII. Malachi 3:7-12 
 

 Understanding the context of Malachi 
 

1. The history- Return from Babylon around the time of Nehemiah 
2. The key- The sin of the priest 

 
Malachi 2:1-2 (HCSB)  
1  “Therefore, this decree is for you priests:  
2  If you don’t listen, and if you don’t take it to heart to honor My name,” says Yahweh of 
Hosts, “I will send a curse among you, and I will curse your blessings. In fact, I have already 
begun to curse them because you are not taking it to heart.  
 

3. The covenant: Num. 25:10-13 
 
Numbers 25:10-13 (HCSB)  
10  The LORD spoke to Moses,  
11  “Phinehas son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, has turned back My wrath from the 
Israelites because he was zealous among them with My zeal, so that I did not destroy the 
Israelites in My zeal.  
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12  Therefore declare: I grant him My covenant of peace.  
13  It will be a covenant of perpetual priesthood for him and his future descendants, because 
he was zealous for his God and made atonement for the Israelites.” 

 
a. Given to the tribe of Levi because of Phinehas’ zealousness for God 

b. A covenant of peace- 

c. A way of transferring blessing to the people through offerings-  

Malachi 2:1-2 (HCSB)  
1  “Therefore, this decree is for you priests:  
2  If you don’t listen, and if you don’t take it to heart to honor My name,” says Yahweh of 
Hosts, “I will send a curse among you, and I will curse your blessings. In fact, I have already 
begun to curse them because you are not taking it to heart. 
  

d. Was a perpetual priesthood for all the tribe of Levi- 

e. Reverse the curse of Jacob on the tribe at his death that they would be scattered- 

Gen 49:5-7 

4. The breaking of the covenant of Levi- Sinning leaders 
 

Malachi 2:5-7 (HCSB)  
5  “My covenant with him was one of life and peace, and I gave these to him; it called for 
reverence, and he revered Me and stood in awe of My name.  
6  True instruction was in his mouth, and nothing wrong was found on his lips. He walked with 
Me in peace and fairness and turned many from sin.  
7  For the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and people should seek instruction from his 
mouth, because he is the messenger of the LORD of Hosts. 
 

1. They were not respecting the reason for offerings- To honor God with your best 
 
Malachi 2:1-2 (HCSB)  
1  “Therefore, this decree is for you priests:  
2  If you don’t listen, and if you don’t take it to heart to honor My name,” says Yahweh of 
Hosts, “I will send a curse among you, and I will curse your blessings. In fact, I have already 
begun to curse them because you are not taking it to heart.  

 
2. They were allowing just any old sacrifice- How could God favor anyone 

 
Malachi 1:6-10 (HCSB)  
6  “A son honors ⌊his⌋ father, and a servant his master. But if I am a father, where is My 
honor? And if I am a master, where is ⌊your⌋ fear of Me? says Yahweh of Hosts to you 
priests, who despise My name.” Yet you ask: “How have we despised Your name?”  
7  “By presenting defiled food on My altar.” You ask: “How have we defiled You?” When 
you say: “The LORD’s table is contemptible.”  
8  “When you present a blind ⌊animal⌋ for sacrifice, is it not wrong? And when you present 
a lame or sick ⌊animal⌋, is it not wrong? Bring it to your governor! Would he be pleased 
with you or show you favor?” asks the LORD of Hosts.  
9  “And now ask for God’s favor. Will He be gracious to us? ⌊Since⌋ this has come from your 
hands, will He show any of you favor?” asks the LORD of Hosts.  
10  “I wish one of you would shut the ⌊temple⌋ doors, so you would no longer kindle a 
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useless ⌊fire on⌋ My altar! I am not pleased with you,” says the LORD of Hosts, “and I will 
accept no offering from your hands.  

 
3. They were complaining- 2:13 
4. Their personal lives were messed up-Not keeping their covenants with wives-2:14-16 
5. They were calling evil good-2:17 
6. They were not teaching reverence and respect to the Lord-1:6 
7. They were robing God 

 

 Jesus will return and set the covenant straight-3:1 
 

1. He will purify the sons of Levi-3:3 
2. Then their offerings will please the Lord-3:4 
3. He will come to Judge 

 
Malachi 3:5 (HCSB)  
5  “I will come to you in judgment, and I will be ready to witness against sorcerers and 
adulterers; against those who swear falsely; against those who oppress the widow and the 
fatherless, and cheat the wage earner; and against those who deny ⌊justice to⌋ the foreigner. 
They do not fear Me,” says the LORD of Hosts. 
 

 Return to God and stop Robbing God? 
 
Malachi 3:7-9 (HCSB)  
7  “Since the days of your fathers, you have turned from My statutes; you have not kept ⌊them⌋. 
Return to Me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD of Hosts. But you ask: “How can we return?”  
8  “Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me!” You ask: “How do we rob You?” “⌊By not making the 
payments⌋ of the tenth and the contributions.  
9  You are suffering under a curse, yet you—the whole nation—are ⌊still⌋ robbing Me.  

 
 The blessing of tithe and offerings- God’s favor and blessing 

 
Malachi 3:10-11 (HCSB)  
10  Bring the full tenth into the storehouse so that there may be food in My house. Test Me in this 
way,” says the LORD of Hosts. “See if I will not open the floodgates of heaven and pour out a blessing 
for you without measure.  
11  I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not ruin the produce of your land and your vine in 
your field will not fail to produce fruit,” says the LORD of Hosts. 
 

 People still speak evil-What have we gained? 
 
Malachi 3:14 (HCSB)  
14  You have said: “It is useless to serve God. What have we gained by keeping His requirements and 
walking mournfully before the LORD of Hosts? 
 

 God’s book of remembrance- 
 
Malachi 3:16-18 (HCSB)  
16  At that time those who feared the LORD spoke to one another. The LORD took notice and listened. 
So a book of remembrance was written before Him for those who feared Yahweh and had high regard 
for His name.  
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17  “They will be Mine,” says the LORD of Hosts, “a special possession on the day I am preparing. I will 
have compassion on them as a man has compassion on his son who serves him.  
18  So you will again see the difference between the righteous and the wicked, between one who 
serves God and one who does not serve Him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Jewish Temple, reviewed in the previous post ( #30), was also a major economical centre. By Jewish law, as 

commanded in the Bible itself (Exodus 30:13; 38:25), every male Jew over the age of 20 had to give an annual 

contribution to the temple, of “half a shekel”. 

A shekel was equated in the first century AD with the Greek tetradrachm (equal to four drachms), which was a silver 

coin of the weight of nearly 14 grams. Half a shekel therefore would be in the value of nearly7 grams of silver, and 

could be equated with the Greek didrachm (equal to two drachms). 

What is the value of about 7 grams of stamped silver? The New Testament provides an estimated value of a similar 

silver coin. In one of his parables Jesus mentions the wages of a day’s work in a vineyard to be “one Denarius” 

(Matthew 20:2). The Roman denarius was about 3.4 grams of silver, and so half a shekel would be worth about 2 days 

of labor in a vineyard. Comparing this with labor wages in agriculture in Israel today, I would estimate the half a shekel 

contribution to be worth about 50-75 USD. 
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Tyrian Shekel from the 1st century AD. Since the priests of the temple in Jerusalem accepted the temple tax only in this currency, money changers 

around the Temple offered their services, converting foreign money to this coin type. Apparently the charge for this service was high, and it is this 

Jesus referred to when he said, “It is written, ‘My house will be called a house of prayer’, but you are making it a den of robbers” (Matthew 21:13). 

(C) Danny Herman 

If the Jewish population was estimated to be 8 to 10 million in the first century AD, and the adult males to be about a 

third of this society, I estimate the half a shekel temple tax provided an annual income of about 150,000,000 USD. And 

as if that was not enough, various sources document many additional donations and contributions made by individuals 

to the temple in Jerusalem. In fact Mark 12:41-44 documents Jesus praising a widow giving two leptons to the temple 

treasuries: 

“Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the 

temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper 
coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow 

has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in 

everything all she had to live on.” 

A lepton is the smallest denomination in Greek currency, equal to the nickels and dimes of today. And yet Jesus praised 

the widow for her contribution. 

 

Bronze Lepton coin. Such a coin is likely mentioned in Mark 12:44, and is known in modern 

research and literature as one of the ‘widow’s mites’. Its obverse shows an eight ray star, and its 

reverse depicts an anchor. The text along the edges reads (in Greek and Hebrew, or Aramaic): “[of] 

king Alexander. (C) Danny Herman 

What did these coins look like? 

http://dannythedigger.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/tyre-shekel-144.jpg
http://dannythedigger.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/yannai1.jpg
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Although the official name of the temple tax coin was half a shekel, Jewish sources record that the only coin type the 

priests acknowledged was the one called the Tyrian shekel. That silver coin was minted by the Phoenician city of Tyre, 

and research proved that the priests knew why they insisted on accepting only this currency – The Tyrian Shekel 

(unlike the Roman Denarius) always had a high level of silver, between 90 and 95 percent. The lepton was the smallest 

denomination of Greek coins. It is identified with a 1.5-2 gram coin minted in large numbers by the Hasmonean king 

Alexander Yannai (Jannaeus). Such coins can be found in large numbers even today, in antiquity stores around the old 

city of Jerusalem. 

 

 


