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Magnets or Maggots-What kind of giver are we?- Part 3 

- Pastor Larry Booth 
 

 
 

I. Text: 2 Cor. 9:6-12 (HCSB) 
 
Magnets or Maggots- One attracts and the other consumes 
Outreach is not just harvesting it’s SOWING too.  
 
A. V. 6- Sow Generously-Reap generously. WHERE do we sow? 

 

B. V. 7- Do as you have decided in your heart- Why do YOU give? 
 

C. V. 8- Not reluctantly or out of need (Must do) 
 

D. V.9- He that “Scatters”- Psalm 112:9- His righteous acts endure forever 
 

E. V. 10- The one who provides both seed and bread 
1. Seed- Don’t EAT your seed, There is a time to sow and a time to harvest 
2. Bread- Needs 
3. Will enrich you 
4. This produces thanksgiving to God through us 

 
F. Vs. 11-12- How? 

 

II. Malachi 3:7-12 
 

 Understanding the context of Malachi 
 

1. The history- Return from Babylon around the time of Nehemiah 
2. The key- The sin of the priest 
3. The covenant of Levi: Num. 25:10-13 

 
a. Given to the tribe of Levi because of Phinehas’ zealousness for God 

b. A covenant of peace- 
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c. A way of transferring blessing to the people through offerings-  

d. Was a perpetual priesthood for all the tribe of Levi- 

e. Reverse the curse of Jacob on the tribe at his death that they would be scattered- 

Gen 49:5-7 

4. The breaking of the covenant of Levi- Sinning leaders 
 

1. They were not respecting the reason for offerings- To honor God with your best 
2. They were allowing just any old sacrifice- How could God favor anyone 

 
Malachi 1:6-10 (HCSB)  
6  “A son honors ⌊his⌋ father, and a servant his master. But if I am a father, where is My 
honor? And if I am a master, where is ⌊your⌋ fear of Me? says Yahweh of Hosts to you 
priests, who despise My name.” Yet you ask: “How have we despised Your name?”  
7  “By presenting defiled food on My altar.” You ask: “How have we defiled You?” When 
you say: “The LORD’s table is contemptible.”  
8  “When you present a blind ⌊animal⌋ for sacrifice, is it not wrong? And when you present 
a lame or sick ⌊animal⌋, is it not wrong? Bring it to your governor! Would he be pleased 
with you or show you favor?” asks the LORD of Hosts.  
9  “And now ask for God’s favor. Will He be gracious to us? ⌊Since⌋ this has come from your 
hands, will He show any of you favor?” asks the LORD of Hosts.  
10  “I wish one of you would shut the ⌊temple⌋ doors, so you would no longer kindle a 
useless ⌊fire on⌋ My altar! I am not pleased with you,” says the LORD of Hosts, “and I will 
accept no offering from your hands.  

 
3. They were complaining- 2:13 
4. Their personal lives were messed up-Not keeping their covenants with wives-2:14-16 
5. They were calling evil good-2:17 
6. They were not teaching reverence and respect to the Lord-1:6 
7. They were robing God 

 

 Jesus will return and set the covenant straight-3:1 
 

 Return to God and stop Robbing God? 
 
Malachi 3:7-9 (HCSB)  
7  “Since the days of your fathers, you have turned from My statutes; you have not kept ⌊them⌋. Return 
to Me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD of Hosts. But you ask: “How can we return?”  
8  “Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me!” You ask: “How do we rob You?” “⌊By not making the 
payments⌋ of the tenth and the contributions.  
9  You are suffering under a curse, yet you—the whole nation—are ⌊still⌋ robbing Me.  

 
 The blessing of tithe and offerings- God’s favor and blessing 

 
Malachi 3:10-11 (HCSB)  
10  Bring the full tenth into the storehouse so that there may be food in My house. Test Me in this way,” 
says the LORD of Hosts. “See if I will not open the floodgates of heaven and pour out a blessing for you 
without measure.  
11  I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not ruin the produce of your land and your vine in 
your field will not fail to produce fruit,” says the LORD of Hosts. 
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 People still speak evil-What have we gained? 
 

 God’s book of remembrance- 
 
Malachi 3:16-18 (HCSB)  
16  At that time those who feared the LORD spoke to one another. The LORD took notice and listened. 
So a book of remembrance was written before Him for those who feared Yahweh and had high regard 
for His name.  
17  “They will be Mine,” says the LORD of Hosts, “a special possession on the day I am preparing. I will 
have compassion on them as a man has compassion on his son who serves him.  
18  So you will again see the difference between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves 
God and one who does not serve Him. 
 

Review- Respect what God has given us to give back to Him- The seed is to teach us how we are 
blessed by Him. He said “I will rebuke the devourer for you.” 

 
 

III. Taking what is sacred to God brings a curse-Joshua 7 
 

 First-fruits belong to God, they are holy (Lev. 23:22, Ex 23:15-19- Feast of 
Harvest/Pentecost). This is a principle. 
 
Joshua 6:18-19 (KJV)  
18  And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed, 
when ye take of the accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it.  
19  But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are consecrated unto the LORD: they shall 
come into the treasury of the LORD. 
 

 Achan took what belonged to God’s house- Joshua 7:1 
 
Joshua 7:10-11 (KJV)  
10  And the LORD said unto Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face?  
11  Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant which I commanded them: for 
they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have 
put it even among their own stuff.  
 

 The effect of one man’s sin- Israel lost their confidence in battle- 
 
Joshua 7:4-5 (KJV)  
4  So there went up thither of the people about three thousand men: and they fled before the men of 
Ai.  
5  And the men of Ai smote of them about thirty and six men: for they chased them from before the 
gate even unto Shebarim, and smote them in the going down: wherefore the hearts of the people 
melted, and became as water. 
 

 The enemy notices 
Joshua 7:8 (KJV)  
8  O Lord, what shall I say, when Israel turneth their backs before their enemies! 
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IV. Luke 6:38- New Testament giving- The measure you use- Thimble or a bucket 
 

Luke 6:38 (HCSB)  
38  Give, and it will be given to you; a good measure—pressed down, shaken together, and running over—
will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you.”  
 
Luke 6:38 AMP 
Give, and [gifts] will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over, 
will they pour kinto [the pouch formed by] the bosom [of your robe and used as a bag]. For with the 
measure you deal out [with the measure you use when you confer benefits on others], it will be 
measured back to you. 1 

 

 The example of the widow- Mark 12:41-44 
 

The widows mite- Mark 12:41-44- A lepton is the smallest denomination in Greek currency, equal 
to the nickels and dimes of today. And yet Jesus praised the widow for her contribution. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  2 Cor. 9:6- Sow generously 
 

V. Luke 18:9-14- The Parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector 
Jesus honored humble repentance over public tithing  

 
VI. The weapon of LOVE- How we give to others who are evil takers- Luke 6:29-30 

 
Luke 6:29-36 (HCSB)  
29  If anyone hits you on the cheek, offer the other also. And if anyone takes away your coat, don’t hold 
back your shirt either.  
30  Give to everyone who asks you, and from one who takes your things, don’t ask for them back.  
31  Just as you want others to do for you, do the same for them.  
32  If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them.  
33  If you do what is good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that.  
34  And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend 
to sinners to be repaid in full.  

                                                      
k Marvin Vincent, Word Studies. 
1 The Amplified Bible. (1987). (Lk 6:38). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/amp?ref=Bible.Lk6.38
http://dannythedigger.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/yannai1.jpg
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35  But love your enemies, do what is good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Then your reward will be 
great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is gracious to the ungrateful and evil.  
36  Be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful. 
 

 Give to everyone who ask you- V.30 
 

 From one who takes unjustly from you…  
 

5. Give him more- v.29 
 

6. Don’t ask for it back 
 
F, Dake’s note on Verse 30: 
“Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him that taketh away thy goods ask them 
not again] This refers to the tax-gatherers and soldiers who commonly robbed the people by 
making demands for their goods. Suffer that which is forcefully taken away, lest you provoke 
them to rob you more. Of these were merciless creditors who would even sell the clothes, 
beds, and tools of a poor man to get what they could (Mt. 18:25,28-30,34). It was a custom 
for king's messengers and soldiers to take what was necessary in the performance of their 
task. They could demand goods, animals, and even the owners to accompany them if they 
desired (Mt. 5:41). To refuse was an insult to the king. "2 
 

“When any person injures me, I endeavour to raise my soul so high that his offence cannot 
reach me.”-DESCARTES.3 

 

 Do to others what you want done to you- 
 Love, do what is good, lend expecting nothing in return- V.33 
 Be full of mercy 
 Your reward (your “grace” or favor/charis “credit” v.32) -will be great- v.35 

 
 

VII. What happens when we give?- 
 
 
 

 God blesses us through other people 
 
Luke 6:38 (KJV)  
38  Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running 
over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be 
measured to you again. 

 

                                                      
2 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or King 

James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Chapter 6". 
3 Moffatt, J. (Ed.). (1906). The Gospel according to Saint Luke (Second Edition, p. 37). New York; London: A. C. Armstrong & 

Son; Hodder & Stoughton. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+18%3A25
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+18%3A28-30
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+18%3A34
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+5%3A41
https://ref.ly/logosres/ltrryllstbbl04?ref=Bible.Lk6.28-29&off=1871&ctx=rity.%E2%80%99%0ap%C3%A8re+gratry.%0a~%E2%80%98When+any+person+inj
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Luke 6:38 (HCSB)  
38  Give, and it will be given to you; a good measure—pressed down, shaken together, and running 
over—will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you.”  

 
 God’s favor overflows to us in every way 

 
2 Corinthians 9:7-8 (HCSB)  
7  Each person should do as he has decided in his heart—not reluctantly or out of necessity, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.  
8  And God is able to make every grace overflow to you, so that in every way, always having everything 
you need, you may excel in every good work. 

 

 We are enriched in every way to be even more generous to others 
 

2 Corinthians 9:11 (HCSB)  
11  You will be enriched in every way for all generosity, which produces thanksgiving to God through us. 

 

VIII. Seek first- The kingdom of God and to be righteous- Matthew 6:26-34 
 

 Jesus said even if we don’t sow God will take care of us 
 
Matthew 6:26 (HCSB)  
26  Look at the birds of the sky: They don’t sow or reap or gather into barns, yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Aren’t you worth more than they? 
 

 Things we need are added to us when we are in right relationship to Him 
 
Matthew 6:33-34 (HCSB)  
33  But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be provided for 
you.  
34  Therefore don’t worry about tomorrow, because tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own.  

 
Albert Barnes- “Seek first his kingdom; seek first to be righteous, and to become interested in 
his favour, and all necessary things will be added to you. God has control over all things, and he 
can give you that which you need. He will give you that which he deems best for you.”4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
44 Albert Barnes, Barnes' Notes on the New Testament, ed. Robert Frew, WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Matthew 6". 


