
The Gifts of the Spirit- Lesson 1-  
Introduction- Pastor Larry 

TEXT: 1 Peter 4:10-Ephesians 4:7-16, 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 

Introduction  

Spiritual gifts are the source of much controversy and confusion among believers. This is 
interesting and something of a sad commentary, since these gifts are meant to be graces from 
God for the edification of the church. Even today, as in the early church, the misuse and 
misunderstanding of spiritual gifts bring division--splitting up, rather than building up--in the 
church. This resource seeks to simply explore what the Bible says about spiritual gifts. 

I. What Are Spiritual Gifts? 

In 1 Corinthians 12, we learn that spiritual gifts are given to God's people by the Holy Spirit for 
"the common good." Verse 11 says the gifts are given according to God's sovereign will ("as he 
determines"). Ephesians 4:12 tells us these gifts are given to prepare God's people for service 
and for building up the body of Christ. 

The term "spiritual gifts" comes from the Greek words charismata (gifts) and pneumatika 
(spirit). They are the plural forms of charisma, meaning "expression of grace," and pneumatikon 
meaning "expression of Spirit." While there are different kinds of gifts (1 Corinthians 12:4), 
generally speaking, Spiritual gifts are God-given graces (special abilities, offices, or 
manifestations) meant for works of service, to benefit and build up the body of Christ as a 
whole. 

II. Biblical References to Spiritual Gifts 

The spiritual gifts can be found in the following passages of Scripture: 

A. 1 Peter 4:10-11- three areas-gifts, speaking, ministering 
B. 1 Corinthians 12:4-6- three areas- gifts, administrations, operations 
C. Ephesians 4:7-13-Ministry 
D. 1 Corinthians 12:28-30- Ministry 
E. Romans 12:1-8-Motivational 
F. 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 28-31-Supernatural 

 

III. Nine purposes of Spiritual gifts- Ephesians 4:11-16- (adapted from The Gifts and 

Ministries of the Holy Spirit by Lester Sumrall) 

1. The perfecting of the saints 

2. Work of the ministry 
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3. Edifying of the body of Christ 

4. Till we all come into the unity of faith 

5. To the knowledge of the Son of God 

6. Unto a perfect man 

7. Unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ 

8. So that we the church and individually are no more children tossed by every 

dumb doctrine 

9. So that we the church might grow up into Him in all things speaking truth in love 

and edifying itself by supplying every need because every part is working 

properly 

 

                           The Trinity of Gifts- 1 Corinthians 12:4-6, 1 Peter 4:10-11- Booth 

Trinity Different     Greek Type of Gift How 
given? 

Scripture 

God “Operations” 

What God does 
“in” us 

Energēma 
“Workings” or 
“Inward 
energies” 

7 Motivation 
Gifts   (serving 
others) 

Come 
with 
salvation 

Romans 
12:1-8 

1 Peter 4:11 

Jesus “Administrations” 

What God does 
“with” us 

diakonia 

“ways to 
serve or 
minister” 
doma-

“Present” 

10 (7) Ministry 
or Office Gifts 
(speaking) 

By Jesus 

Callings 

Ephesians 
4:7-13-  

1 Corinthians 
12:28-30- 1 
Tim. 3:8 

1 Peter 4:11 

Holy 
Spirit 

“Gifts” 

What God does 
“through” us 

Charisma 
“graces” or 
endowments, 
free gift-  

9 (3 of 3) 
Manifestation 
Gifts (of divers 
grace)  

Baptism 
with the 
Holy 
Spirit 

1 Corinthians 
12:7-11 

1Peter 4:10 

 

 

 

 



 

 

IV. All believers are gifted in the church- 1 Peter 4:10- as good stewards of the 

“manifold graces” various in character and rich in value graces.  

V. Manifold Grace Gifts:  

VI. Ephesians 4:7 says to one But each of us was given [the] grace according to the 

measure of the gift of [the] Christ [Messiah] (EP 4:7, MARSHALL).  

Romans 12:3-6- Pauls says I will speak by the measure of “grace” given to me 

or “with my ministry gift.”  

VII. V6 then he says, before he discourses about the various body ministries: 

Romans 12:6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given 

to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of 

faith; 

VIII. This is called Body ministry by some. Hebrews 12:28- “let us have grace” to 

minister or to serve. 1 Cor. 12:11. Many parts to the body- Vs. 12-27 

Although there is a great deal of disagreement over spiritual gifts among different 
denominations, most Bible scholars classify these gifts into three categories: ministry 
office gifts, motivational gifts, and manifestation gifts (1 Cor. 12:7). 

IX. Two foundation stones- Unity and Love- 1 Corinthians 12:12-30, 13:1-3 

A. Quote from- The gifts and ministries of the Holy Spirit by Lester 
Sumrall- pages. 35-47 “Paul is saying here that without love, you cannot 
produce the gifts of the spirit.” 

 

X. The trinity of gifts- 1 Corinthians 12:4-6, 1 Peter 4:10-11 

A. 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 (KJV) 

4  Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  
5  And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. –ways to serve those 
gifts 
6  And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.  
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1. “Gifts”- “graces” Endowments- Manifestations-Different kinds of Charisma-
Holy Spirit (Baptism of Holy Ghost) –these are the Charismatic gifts 

2. “Administrations”- Ministries-Different Workings or offices-Jesus (Callings 
or Doma- these are generally the speaking gifts) 

3. “Operations”- Motivations-Different ways or functions to serve with them-
God (Salvation)- these are the ministry/serving gifts. 

                    The Trinity of Gifts- 1 Corinthians 12:4-6, 1 Peter 4:10-11- Larry Booth 

Trinity Different     Greek Type of Gift How 
given? 

Scripture 

God “Operations” 

What God does 
“in” us 

energēma 

“Inner 
workings” 

7 Motivation 
Gifts   
(serving 
others) 

Come 
with 
salvation 

Romans 12:1-
8 

Jesus “Administrations” 

What God does 
“with” us 

diakonia 

“ways to 
serve or 
minister” 
doma-

“Present” 

10 (7) 
Ministry or 
Office Gifts 
(speaking) 

By Jesus 

Callings 

Ephesians 
4:7-13- 1 
Corinthians 
12:28-30- 1 
Tim. 3:8 

Holy 
Spirit 

“Gifts” 

What God does 
“through” us 

Charisma 
“graces” or 
endowments, 
free gift 

9 (3 of 3) 
Manifestation 
Gifts (ministry 
in the church)  

Baptism 
with the 
Holy 
Spirit 

1 Corinthians 
12:7-11 

 

B. 1 Peter 4:10-11 (KJV)  
10  As every man hath received the gift, (or endowments)  even so minister the same 

one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  
11  If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him 

do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified 

through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

1. Gifts-Charis- endowments- 9 supernatural gifts of the Spirit 

2. Speaking, or office callings- 5- Fold ministry callings, also 5 other categories 

3. Ministering- 7 motivational ways to minister grace 

XI. Identifying Spiritual Gifts -Three different types 

1. Ministry/Office gifts 

2. Serving gifts or motivations 



3. Charismatic gifts or manifestations 

 

26 Categories of gifts listed 

10 Ministry/Office Gifts 

Ephesians 4:7-13- 1 

Corinthians 12:28-30 

7 Motivational or Serving gifts 

Romans 12:1-8 

9 Manifestation/Charismatic Gifts 

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 

Apostle              Helps 

Prophet             Governments 

Evangelist         Diversities of 

Pastor                   tongues 

Teacher                                                                                             

Miracles---------------------         

Gifts of Healing 

Prophecy 

Serving 

Teaching 

Giving 

Exhortation/encouragement 

Administration 

Mercy 

Prophesying                   Word of Knowledge 

Speaking in Tongues     Discerning of Spirits 

Interpretation of Tongues  

Faith 

Healing 

Miracles 

Word of Wisdom 

 

 


