
The Spiritual Gifts- Lesson 11-  
The ministry/office gifts of Christ-Pt 9 Prophets Pt 3- Pastor Larry 

TEXT: 1 Corinthians 12:1, 4-6, 1 Peter 4:10-Ephesians 4:7-16,  

Introduction:   

2 Tim 1:8-9- Message “We can only keep on going, after all, by the power of God, who first 

saved us and then called us to this holy work. We had nothing to do with it. It was all his idea, a 

gift prepared for us in Jesus long before we knew anything about it.” 

Romans 11:29- Amplified “For God’s gifts and His call are irrevocable. [He never withdraws 

them when once they are given, and He does not change His mind about those to whom He gives 

His grace or to whom He sends His call.]” 

I. Ten categories of ministry office Gifts - “domata” Ephesians 4:7-13- 

1   Corinthians 12:28-30 

II. The ministry gift of the prophet- 

A. Simply defined- called to help direct and inspire the church through direct, 

divine inspiration and revelation.  

B. Are there prophets today? Yes- Ephesians 2:20 

C. What constitutes the office of the prophet? 

1. “A "prophet" in the New Testament sense is one who speaks "from the 
impulse of a sudden inspiration, from the light of a sudden revelation at 
the moment (apokalupsis—1 Cor. 14:30)” Donald Gee. The Ministry Gifts 
of Christ. 
 

2. The prophet is first of all a minister of the gospel, separated and called to 
the ministry with the calling of God upon his life. The prophet IS a 
MINISTRY gift. Acts 13:1 
 
a. First of all a preacher or teacher of the word-Jesus-Matt. 9:35, Paul-1 

Tim 2:7, 2 Tim. 1:11 
b. There are no prophets among the laity because it has a ministry 

calling to it. Not a person going around giving personal “words” to all. 
c. A layman may prophecy but he is not a prophet because he can 

prophecy. DEF. “To speak for another” 
1 Cor. 14:1- Paul encouraged the entire church at Corinth to covet to 
prophesy.  

3. “To stand in the office of the prophet, one must have a more consistent 
manifestation of at least two of the revelation gifts (word of wisdom, 
word of knowledge, or discerning of spirits.) plus prophecy”-Hagin 
 
a. Three revelation gifts are: 1 Cor. 12:7-10-vocal, revelation, and power 



1) Word of wisdom: Supernatural revelation by the Spirit of God 
concerning the divine purpose in the mind and will of God. 
Always speaks of the future. Acts 9:10,15-16 

2) Word of knowledge: Supernatural revelation by the Spirit of 
God of facts in the mind of God concerning people, places, or 
things. Always present or past tense.  

3) Discerning of spirits: Supernatural insight into the realm of 
spirits. Seeing and hearing in the spirit realm. Acts 13:6-12 
 

b. Any Spirit-filled believer might have occasional manifestations of 
these gifts as the Spirit wills and as the need arises. Acts 2:16-18 But a 
prophet would also stand in the place of preacher or teacher of the 
Word and would have a more consistent manifestation of them. The 
difference is that the prophet has a ministry along this line. It 
becomes a ministry gift on a higher level. 

c. A prophet is one who has visions and revelations. 
d. There are three types of revelations and three types of visions. The 

highest type of revelation and the lowest type of vision are similar 
and sometimes a person cannot tell the difference. 
 

1) A spiritual vision. A person has a vision in his spirit, or sees in 
his spirit (Acts 9:17). 
 

2) A trance. When one falls into a trance, his physical senses are 
suspended for the moment. He is not aware of where he is or 
anything that contacts the physical realm. He is not 
unconscious; he is just more conscious of spiritual things than 
he is of physical things. Acts 22:17,18.  

 
3)  An open vision. When this happens, one's physical senses are 

not suspended. His physical eyes are not closed. He possesses 
all his physical capabilities, yet he sees and hears in the realm 
of the spirit. Rev. 1:10-12 

 
e. The word "revealed" is used in connection with the prophet's 

ministry.-1 Corinthians 14:29,30 
1) A prophet may speak forth his revelations through the gift of 

prophecy. This is on a higher level than simple prophecy. 
2) A prophet may also bring forth his revelation just by telling 

what the Holy Spirit is saying. 
3) Revelations are to be judged. Comments: It is scriptural for 

others to judge prophecy (1 Cor. 14:29). People who don't 
want their revelations - or prophecies -judged are wrong. And 
they could be into spiritual pride. 

 
f. Sometimes the prophet does operate in the place of a foreteller. This 

is the gift of the word of wisdom in operation through the prophet. 
1) Agabus. He foretold a drought (Acts 11:28). He foretold what 

would happen to Paul in Jerusalem (Acts 21 :10,11) . 
 



g. Some do not believe that personal prophecy is scriptural. They do not 
believe that a prophet may have a message for an individual. 

1) Agabus did (Acts 21:10-11). He did not tell Paul not to go to 
Jerusalem. He merely told Paul what would happen to him 
there, and it came to pass. 

2) God does show us things as He wills to prepare us and to get 
us ready for the future. But you cannot turn the ministry of 
the prophet on and off as you please. It only operates as the 
Spirit wills. 

3) God does use people sometimes to personally minister a 
message to someone else. Then sometimes they think they 
can give everyone a message. Not true. 
 

D. The Office of the prophet in the Old Testament 
1. 1 Sam. 9:9- The prophets of the Old Testament were called seers. They 

would see and know things supernaturally. 
 

a. Saul, as a young boy, was out looking for some of his father's donkeys 
that had strayed away (1 Sam. 9). When Saul inquired about them, 
someone suggested that he go to the prophet and ask him where to 
find the donkeys, for the prophet Samuel would know where they 
were.  

2. Read from Dr Sumrall’s syllabus- “The Gifts and Ministries of the Holy 

Spirit” 

a. The Bible lists 78 Prophets and prophetesses 

b. A few examples- 

1. Jacob- Gen 49:1 

2. Moses-wrote 475 verses of prophecy- Ex. 11:4-8 

3. Isaiah-Isa. 7:14-16 

4. David-wrote 385 verses of prophecy-Psalm 22:18 

5. Groups of prophets- 

(a) 70 elders of Israel-Numbers 11:25 

(b) The school of the prophets- 1 Sam 10:5-10 

(c) The sons of the prophets-II Kings 2:3 

6. There were 16 Old Testament and 4 New Testament writing 

prophets-Peter, Paul, James, John 

7. New Testament prophets- 

(a) John the Baptist- Matt. 3:11-12, John 1:29-34 

(b) Zacharias- Luke 1:67-79 

(c) Simeon and Anna- Luke 2:25-38 

(d) Agabus- Acts 11:28, Acts 21:10-11 

(e) Barnabas, Simeon, Lucius, and Manaen- Acts 13:1,2 

8. Female prophets in the Bible- 

(a) Miriam-Ex. 15:20 

(b) Deborah- Judges 4:4 

(c) Huldah-2 Kings 22:14 



(d) Nodiah-Nehemiah 6:14 

(e) Isaiah’s wife- Isaiah 8:3 

(f) Anna- Luke 2:36 

c. Prophets to different groups 

1. Individuals- Acts 5:3, 9 

2. To a nation- OT prophets to Israel- Hosea 9:1 

3. To the world- Jeremiah 1:5 

 

3. Quote from Dr. Hagin’s book “He gave gifts unto men” 

 

E. Under the New Covenant it is unscriptural to seek guidance through the 
ministry of the prophet. 
 
Donald Gee-P. 38-39 “Others simply think that a "prophet" has little to do but 
foretell the future. This also has an element of truth, but is very far indeed from the 
complete picture. Others again have unfortunately distorted the office by trying to 
make its chief function that of guidance in church or private affairs; and their 
exaggeration and abuse of the office on this line has only added confusion, and 
prejudiced people against the truth. Here also there has been an element of truth, 
in that the Holy Spirit does guide at times through this channel, when He so pleases 
in sovereign grace; but it is never "to order," and the New Testament gives no such 
all important place to prophets in the conduct of affairs.” 

 
1. We have a better covenant- Heb. 8:6 
2.  We have the same Presence of God within us that was kept shut up in 

the Holy of Holies. He is living within us. Our bodies become the temple 
of God under the New Covenant -1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19; 2 Cor. 6:16. 

3.  He is within us to lead us. Rom. 8:14. 
4.  Every believer needs to learn to follow the Spirit of God for himself. He 

shouldn't have to go to anyone else for guidance. 
5.  There are people who endeavor to control people's lives through 

personal prophecy. It is unscriptural. They think they have something 
new and really it's the spirit of deception, it is not the Holy Spirit at all. 

6. Know in your own spirit that God is leading you. If whatever someone 
else says confirms what you have in your spirit, fine. If it doesn't, forget it. 
 

F. How to recognize a false prophet 
 
1. Just because it is supernatural doesn’t mean its God 
2. Familiar spirits know some things but God knows the heart of man 
3. The devil can “foretell” with some accuracy just by predicting where 

people are heading. Acts 16:16-19 
4. They predict things that don’t come to pass- 
5. 1 Cor. 12:1-3- When the Holy Spirit is in manifestation, He always makes 

Jesus Lord. Is this person exalting Jesus or himself?  Some NT prophets 
get in error because they prophecy out of God’s Spirit and feel like they 
need to perform. 

 



G.  Conclusion: Romans 12:6-7- Read Personal experience on Pages 64-67 Of K. 
Hagin’s “The Ministry Gifts 15 Lessons” 

 

 

  26 gifts listed Pastor Larry Booth 

Given by Jesus Given by God Given by the Holy Spirit 

5 Ministry/Office   

Gifts (vocations) 

Ephesians 4:7-13 

5 Ministry/Office         

gifts  (3 same +5) 

1Corinthians 12:28-30 

7 Motivational or Serving  

gifts (ways to serve) 

Romans 12:1-8 

9 Manifestation/Charismatic 

Gifts (supernatural) 

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 

Apostle              

Prophet             

 

 

Teacher 

 

Evangelist   

 

 

 

Pastor                          

                                                                                             

---------------------         

 

Apostles               

Prophets 

 

 

Teachers 

 

Miracles  

Gifts of Healing             

 

 

Governments-pastor/elder 

Helps-many areas /deacons 

Diversities of Tongues 

 

 

Prophecy 

 

Exhortation/encouragement 

Teaching 

 

 

 

 

 

Administration- leads with care 

Serving 

 

 

Mercy 

Giving 

 

Prophesying  

Word of Knowledge 

Word of Wisdom              

Discerning of Spirits  

                                         
Miracles 

Gifts Healing 

 

 

 

Speaking in Tongues      

Interpretation of Tongues  

Faith- supernatural believing 

 


