
The Spiritual Gifts- Lesson 12-  
The ministry/office gifts of Christ-Pt 10 Evangelist- Pastor Larry 

TEXT: 1 Corinthians 12:1, 4-6, 1 Peter 4:10-Ephesians 4:7-16,  

Introduction:   

I. Ten categories of ministry office Gifts - “domata” Ephesians 4:7-13- 

1   Corinthians 12:28-30 

Review: What constitutes the office of the prophet? 

1. 1 Cor. 12:1-3- When the Holy Spirit is in manifestation, He always makes 
Jesus Lord. Is this person exalting Jesus or himself?  Some NT prophets 
get in error because they prophecy out of God’s Spirit and feel like they 
need to perform. 

II. The ministry gift of the evangelist- 

A. The word "evangelist" occurs only three times in the New Testament. 55 
times as a verb but never translated as “evangelize.” 
 

1. In Ephesians 4:11 
2. In Acts 21:8 the Bible speaks of "Philip the evangelist." 
3. In 2Timothy 4:5, Paul told Timothy, who was the pastor of a New 
Testament church at the time, to "do the work of an evangelist." 
 

B. The meaning of the word "evangelist" is: One who brings the evangel (the 
good news); a messenger of good tidings. 2099 εὐαγγελιστής euaggelistes  
from 2097 
 
C. The evangelist brings the message of the redeeming grace of God. 
 
D. The evangelist's favorite theme is salvation in its simplest form. 
 
E. The only New Testament example we have of an evangelist is Philip. Philip's 
ministry is the model because it is the only one God gave us. 
 

1. Philip had just one message, and that was Jesus Christ. 
 

a. Philip's message to Samaria: ACTS 8:5 
 
b. Philip's message to the eunuch: ACTS 8:35 
 
c. One notable characteristic of evangelists is this: No matter what 
scripture they begin with, they preach Jesus. That is their calling. 
That is their message. 
 



F. The supernatural equipment accompanying the evangelist's ministry 
includes "miracles" and "gifts of healings." 
 

1. The evangelist is plainly a direct endowment or ministry gift from the 
Lord (Eph. 4:11). Yet in 1 Corinthians 12:28, the evangelist is not 
mentioned by name in this list. (Neither is the pastor mentioned by name 
in this list. The apostle is. The prophet is. The teacher is. But the 
evangelist and the pastor are not.) 
 
2. Possibly the evangelist is mentioned in the 1 Corinthians 12:28 list 
when it says "miracles, then gifts of healings." 

 
a. Miracles and gifts of healings can also go with other offices, but 
we know from the only New Testament model, Philip, that they 
should accompany the evangelist's ministry.  ACTS 8:5-8 
 
b. Healings followed the preaching of Christ. If, as the Scripture 
says, "Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses," you 
could not preach Christ in His fullness without preaching the 
healing part of our redemption also. Psalm 103:1-3 
 

G. If the divine gift or endowment is within a person, the person will need no 
pleading to be an evangelist. There will be a divine urge burning within him or 
her. 

1. Philip is first seen as a deacon (a helper) in the church (Acts 6:1-6). It 
would be safe to say that the apostles ordained Philip as a deacon, but 
they gave him no commission to evangelize. Yet we see him down in 
Samaria with this heavenly gift burning in his spirit, which urged him to 
preach the gospel with glorious results. 

 
2. Paul said, ". . . woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!" (1 Cor. 9:16).  
 
3. God told Jeremiah to prophesy against Israel. God also told Jeremiah 
no one would listen and that he wouldn't have any followers. Jeremiah 
grew weary and once said, in effect, "I'm not going to prophesy anymore 
unto this people. I'm not going to speak anymore in His Name." (We 
would say, "I'm not going to preach anymore.") Then Jeremiah said, ". . . 
But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones . . ." 
(Jer. 20:9). 

 
H. The marks of a true evangelist are evident in the ministry of Philip, our one 
New Testament model: 
 

1. Supernatural advertisement. 
a. There was something to see and hear in Philip's ministry: "And 
the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which 
Philip spake, HEARING and SEEING the MIRACLES which he did" 
(Acts 8:6). 
 



b. Philip the evangelist was equipped with the particular spiritual 
gifts needed for his ministry - working of miracles and gifts of 
healings. The display of these spiritual gifts through him is the 
finest form of advertising there can be. 
 

2. True evangelists must preach the Word. 
 

a. In the ministry of the evangelist, the preaching of the Word of 
God is essential. 

 
b. Divine power will draw a crowd. Miracles and healings arrest 
and compel people's attention. But it is in believing the Word that 
men are saved. ACTS 8:12 

 
1. Miracles and healings were mentioned earlier (vv. 6,7). 
The people saw these things in demonstration. But the 
Bible does not say people were saved, "When they 
believed what they SAW. . . ." It says they were saved, 
"When they believed Philip PREACHING. . . ." 

 
2. No one was saved until Philip preached the Word. 
People were saved as a result of his preaching. 

 
c. Paul told Timothy (and remember Paul also told Timothy to do 
the work of an evangelist), "Preach the Word" (2 Tim. 4:2). 

 
d. Only the preaching of the Word affects the will of the sinner. 
 

3. Individual decision. Acts 8:26-40 
 

a. Conversion is an individual matter. It is something personal 
between the human spirit and God. 

 
b. God is trying to teach us when He records the mass conversions 
in Samaria, and then He finishes the chapter with the account of 
the evangelist and the Ethiopian - one person  
 
c. The supreme gift of a real evangelist is the power to bring a 
person's soul to a decision for Christ. Proverbs 11:30 
 

4. The evangelist's need for others. 
 

a. The diversity of ministry gifts God has set in the Church are 
dependent upon one another for their fullest expression and most 
lasting results. 
b. Sending Peter and John to Samaria is significant in this regard. 
ACTS 8:14 

 



1. As an evangelist, Philip had the ability to get people 
saved, but his ministry did not extend beyond bringing 
people into salvation. 

 
2. Philip had no ability to establish a church, or to get 
people rooted and grounded in the Word, or to teach 
them. 

 
3. He seemingly did not have the ministry to impart the 
baptism in the Holy Spirit that Peter and John had (vv. 14-
17). 

 
4. Philip did his job in getting the people to God by 
preaching salvation through Jesus Christ. Then the 
apostles sent others to take them on in God. 

 
c. One person will never be able to do everything. But God is not 
limited. That's why we need one another. 

 
d.  Howard Carter was a great pioneer of the Pentecostal 
Movement. He founded the first Pentecostal Bible school in the 
world. It still exists in England. The revelation God gave him 
concerning the gifts and manifestations of the Holy Spirit as 
recorded in First Corinthians 12 is regarded as fundamental truth 
today. 
Rev. Carter had a ministry of laying on of hands to get people 
filled with the Holy Spirit. But he would point people to his wife to 
lay hands on them for healing. He recognized his limitations and 
he recognized another's ministry. 
 
Not one of us is all-sufficient. We need one another. 
 

I. The evangelist's ministry is more of a roving ministry, ministering to the 

unsaved. Acts 8:26, 40 

III. Conclusion 

  A. Don’t get the cart before the horse- Acts 8:12- Luke 9:1-6 

   1. Two words for “preach” here 

a. Vs 2- 2784 κηρύσσω kerusso-  AV-preach 51, publish 5, 

proclaim 2, preached 2, preacher 1; 61 to be a herald, to officiate 

as a herald  

b. Vs 6- 2097 εὐαγγελίζω euaggelizo-means to bring good tidings, 

to evangelize 

B. We are all called to proclaim the good news- Mark 16:15-20 


