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STUDY GUIDE 

JOYFUL HARVEST TEACHING SERIES 

SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

STUDY: THE MINISTRY GIFTS OF CHRIST 

 

LESSON 14 

The gift of the Pastor 
 
 

I. Ten categories of ministry office Gifts - “domata” Ephesians 4:7-13- 1 Corinthians 
12:28-30 

                                     26 Categories of gifts listed 

  26 gifts listed Pastor Larry Booth 

Given by Jesus Given by God Given by the Holy Spirit 

5 Ministry/Office Gifts 

Ephesians 4:7-13 

5 Ministry/Office-  8 gifts listed            

(3 same +5) or 7 gifts-(5 same +2) 

1Corinthians 12:28-30 

7 Motivational or Serving  gifts 

Romans 12:1-8 

9 Manifestation/Charismatic Gifts 

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 

Apostle              

Prophet             

 

Teacher 

Evangelist   

 

 

Pastor                          

                                                                                             

---------------------         

 

Apostles- same               

Prophets- same 

 

Teachers- same 

Miracles-evangelist possibly 

Gifts of Healing-  evangelist possibly           

 

Governments-pastor/elder/bishop 

 

Helps- many areas /deacons 

Diversities of Tongues 

 

 

Prophecy 

Exhortation/encouragement 

Teaching 

 

 

 

Administration- leads with care 

 

Serving 

 

Mercy 

Giving 

Prophesying  

Word of Knowledge 

Word of Wisdom              

Discerning of Spirits  

Miracles 

Gifts Healing 

 

Speaking in Tongues      

Interpretation of Tongues  

Faith-supernatural believing 

 

II. The ministry gift of the pastor-  Called as a shepherd of the local church 
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Ephesians 4:11 (KJV)  
11  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 

 
 

A. The word "pastor" is used only once in the King James translation of the New 
Testament. 
 
This seems strange when we realize that the office of pastor is probably the most widely 
recognized office in Christian ministry today.  
There are many references to this "pastoral" office in the Bible. 

 

 

B. The Greek word translated "pastor" literally means "shepherd." 
 

Vine’s: “Original Word: ποιμήν, poimēn 

Usage Notes: "a shepherd, one who tends herds or flocks" (not merely one who feeds them), 
is used metaphorically of Christian "pastors," Eph. 4:11. "Pastors" guide as well as feed the 
flock; cp. Acts 20:28, which, with ver. 17, indicates that this was the service committed to 
elders (overseers or bishops); so also in 1 Pet. 5:1, 2, "tend the flock … exercising the 
oversight," RV; this involves tender care and vigilant superintendence.”1 
 
Acts 20:17 (KJV)  
17  And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church.  
 
Acts 20:28 (KJV)  
28  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath 
made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 
 
1 Peter 5:1-2 (KJV)  
1  The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:  
2  Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but 
willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;  

 
 Feed the flock (pastor/shepherd) 
 Take the oversight (Elder/bishop’s position) 
(See also Hebrews 13:7 and 1 Thessalonians 5:12) 

 
 

C. It also is translated referring to our Lord and Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
is the Great Example of a true pastor or shepherd: 

                                                      
1 William E. Vine, Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old Testament and New Testament Words, (Nashville, TN: Thomas 
Nelson, 1940), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Pastor". 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+4%3A11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+20%3A28
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Pe+5%3A1-2
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 The good shepherd 
 

John 10:11 (KJV)  
11  I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 

 
 That great shepherd 

 

Hebrews 13:20-21 (KJV)  
20  Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd 

of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,  
21  Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing 

in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
 Shepherd and bishop of your souls 

 

1 Peter 2:25 (KJV)  
25  For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of 

your souls.  

 

 The chief shepherd 
 

1 Peter 5:4 (KJV)  
4  And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not 

away. 

 

D. Jesus is the Great Shepherd, the Chief Shepherd, of all God's sheep. 
 

E. Jesus has under-shepherds. A pastor is an under-shepherd. A pastor is a 
shepherd of God's sheep in a local body (flock). 

 

F. God calls men and equips them to shepherd, or pastor, a flock. 
 

G.  Shepherds are necessary for the maturing and equipping of the saints. 
 

Ephesians 4:11-16 (KJV)  
11  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
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teachers;  
12  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:  
13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:  
14  That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;  
15  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:  
16  From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the 
body unto the edifying of itself in love. 
 

 In New Testament days, as believers began to gather together in recognized local 
churches, groups, or assemblies, they needed certain ones to exercise a position of loving 
oversight and care. That's the position of the pastor or the shepherd. 

 

Revelation 2:1-2 (HCSB)  
1  “Write to the angel of the church in Ephesus: “The One who holds the seven stars in His right 

hand and who walks among the seven gold lampstands says:  
2  I know your works, your labor, and your endurance, and that you cannot tolerate evil. You 

have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and you have found them to be 

liars.  

 Jesus had compassion upon people "scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd”. 
 

Matthew 9:36-38 (KJV)  
36  But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they 

fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.  
37  Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;  
38  Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. 

 
a. Sheep without shepherds are scattered abroad - they go astray. 
b. We see this in groups where there is no shepherd. 
c. Pastors are laborers to help harvest people for Jesus (plant, cultivate, prune, grow) 

 

 

H. This office is a more settled or stationary office. 
 

1 Peter 5:1 (KJV)  
1  The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:  
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1 Peter 5:10 (KJV)  
10  But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye 
have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 

 

1. Perfected- complete thoroughly 

2. Stablish- to turn resolutely in a set direction, confirm 

3. Strengthen- bodily vigor 

4. Settle you- Lay a foundation  

 

 

I. The shepherd (elder/pastor) has oversight of the flock. 
 

Acts 20:28 (KJV)  
28  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath 
made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 

 
Context: Here Paul goes to Ephesus to deliver his last message to the leadership. In vs. 1, he 
calls for the elders not per say the “pastors.”  This is proof that elders are the pastors and 
ministers of the local churches.  
 

 Jesus is the Great Shepherd. He is the Head, the Overseer, of the whole Church - the 
Body of Christ. The pastor is the under-shepherd. He is the head or the overseer of the 
local flock or group. The head governs. Therefore, the governing ability of the local body 
heads up in the pastoral or shepherd's office. 
 

 The office of pastor is not mentioned by name in 1 Corinthians 12:28. But "governments" 
is listed. It means to “steer” or “direct.” I believe in this list of ministry gifts that God has 
set in the Church, "governments" is the pastor's office. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:28-30 (KJV)  
28  And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, 

after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.  
29  Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles?  
30  Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret? 

 
 Is it scriptural for deacon boards or boards of elders to run the local church?  No, they 

are to assist the pastorate. Only in special conditions when there is no pastor should they 
govern a church. 
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K. Hagin quote-“In the early days of the Church when the Church was in the babyhood 
stage of development, the assemblies were put in the charge of local elders until ministry 
gifts could develop. The Greek word translated "elder" simply means an older person. 
These elders were older people, fitted to a place of position and responsibility. The only 
ministries the Church had at first were the twelve Apostles of the Lamb. A novice could 
not be set in as a pastor or shepherd of the flock (1 Tim. 3:6). So until some of those newly 
saved converts were called into the ministry by God and had developed into pastors - and 
this takes time - older men with more maturity, both mentally and in character, were put 
in charge of the flock. We don't have this situation today. The Church is no longer in an 
infancy stage of development. Ministry gifts have already been developed in the Church.”2 
 

 Overseer. Originally in the Early Church, the term "elders" had special reference to age, 
maturity, and standing. Then as ministry gifts developed in the early Church, the more 
official title of "overseer" or "bishop" was used, which referred to those who were called 
and anointed by God to stand in the pastoral office. 

 
Both "overseer" and "bishop" are translated from the same Greek word, episkopos. It 
conveys a meaning of definite leadership and official position. 

 
a. The Greek word episkopos is translated "overseer" in Paul's admonition to the elders 

of the Church at Ephesus: Bishops appointed by the Holy Spirit to shepherd the flock. 
 
Acts 20:28 (HCSB)- to “feed in KJV is Gr. word “shepherd” 
28  Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock that the Holy Spirit has appointed you to 
as overseers, to shepherd the church of God, which He purchased with His own blood. 

 
b. Two groups of leaders in the church mentioned-bishops (overseers/elders) and 

deacons-Philip. 1:1. Bishops are not all apostles. A “bishop” in scripture generally is a 
pastor. An elder or bishop can includes all the office gifts mentioned in Ephesians 
4:11. Here it is specifically the pastors who have the oversight of the local churches. 
 
Philippians 1:1 (HCSB)  
1  Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus: To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, 
including the overseers (KJV “bishops”- episkopos or overseers) and deacons.  

 
c. The word “elder” and “bishop” are used interchangeably- In Titus 1:4-7 they are the 

office ministry gifts (apostle, pastor, prophet, teacher, and evangelist-my opinion). 
Specifically pastors are what are to be ordained in every city here. A prophet or any 
other elder gift has no authority over other church except those whom he belongs to, 
as with any “elder.” (see Acts 13:1). They should all be submitted to a local pastor who 
is the under-shepherd who is the overseer. 
 
Titus 1:4-9 (KJV)  
4  To Titus, mine own son after the common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the 

                                                      
2 Hagin, Kenneth. The Ministry Gifts. P.48 
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Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour.  
5  For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are 
wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee:  
6  If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot 
or unruly.  
7  For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not 
given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre;  
8  But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate;  
9  Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound 
doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.  

 
The early church in Jerusalem had apostles and elders along with James being in 
charge probably as pastor. The elders here probably included all the gifts of ministry. 
Although it may only mean the pastors along with the apostles of the Lamb. 

  
Acts 15:6 (KJV)  
6  And the apostles and elders came together for to consider of this matter.  

 
d. What an elder (apostle, prophet, teacher, evangelist, pastor) does:  

 
We assume these qualifications include gifts other than the pastor gift, because there 
are no such separate qualification list for apostles, prophets, evangelists or teachers 
(however, there is one for deacons). But we know the New Testament church has 
these offices. My personal opinion is that “elder” mentioned here, probably included 
all the ministry gifts. 
 
1 Peter 1:1 (KJV)  
1  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,  
 
1 Peter 5:1-4 (KJV)  
1  The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:  
2  Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, 
but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;  
3  Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.  
4  And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away.  
 

1) Witness of Jesus (Note: the early church elders were those who witnessed the cross 
and sufferings of Jesus as Peter was but these men scattered around Asia where 
not necessarily those who had). 

2) Partaker of glory to be reveled 
3) One who feeds the flock like Peter was told to do. 
4) One who takes oversight 
5) Not as a career for money sake 
6) One who will be rewarded a crown by Jesus Himself 
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e. Office of bishops or elder in the church today includes all the office gifts-Qualifications 

list includes good character-not a novice- not for money 
 
1 Timothy 3:1-7 (KJV)  
1  This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work.  
2  A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good 
behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;  
3  Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not 
covetous;  
4  One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity;  
5  (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of 
God?)  
6  Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.  
7  Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into 
reproach and the snare of the devil.  

 
f. “Office” of a deacon listed separately- 1 Tim 3:8-13 (See my “elders and Deacons 

Study Guide). Deacons fall under “ministry of helps” vs 8 says “in the same way.” 
 
1 Timothy 3:13 (KJV)  
13  For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a good 
degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

 
 

 How the early church worked- Acts 6, Acts 15 
 

a. Acts 6:1-6- Apostles asked the disciples to choose first deacons 
 

b. Acts 15:2, 6- Apostles and elders at Jerusalem were mentioned as leaders- Apostles of 
the Lamb were a special group separate from the elders at Jerusalem- Rev.21:19. They 
were the original 12 and only 12 historically. Many other apostles are mentioned but 
different from the 12. See prior lesson on apostles. 
 

c. Acts 15:13, 19, James the brother of Jesus was the head pastor of the local church at 
Jerusalem and made the final decision with the dispute Paul brought to them.  

 
d.   With James’ lead all the church was in agreement- Acts 15:22, 25 

 
Acts 15:19 (HCSB)  
19  Therefore, in my judgment, we should not cause difficulties for those among the Gentiles 
who turn to God, 
 

e.    It appears that the “pastor” gift is in charge not the apostle gift, and makes the final 
decisions of importance in the local churches.


