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STUDY GUIDE 

JOYFUL HARVEST TEACHING SERIES 

SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

STUDY: THE MINISTRY GIFTS OF CHRIST 

 

LESSON 15 

The gift of the Pastor- part 2 
 

 

 

I. Ten categories of ministry office Gifts - “domata” Ephesians 4:7-13- 1 Corinthians 
12:28-30 
 

II. The ministry gift of the pastor- Ephesians 4:11 Called as a Shepard of the local 
church 
 

A. The word "pastor" is used only once in the King James translation of the New 
Testament. 

 

B. The Greek word translated "pastor" literally means "shepherd." 
 

C. It also is translated referring to our Lord and Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who is 

the Great Example of a true pastor or shepherd:  John 10:11, Hebrews 13:20, 1 Peter 2:25, 1 
Peter 5:4 

 

D. Jesus is the Great Shepherd, the Chief Shepherd, of all God's sheep. 
 

E. Jesus has under-shepherds. A pastor is an under-shepherd. A pastor is a shepherd of 

God's sheep in the local body. 
 

F. God calls men and equips them to shepherd, or pastor, a flock. 
 

G. Shepherds are necessary for the maturing and equipping of the saints. 
 
Jesus had compassion upon people "scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd" (Matt. 
9:36). 
 

 Sheep without shepherds are scattered abroad - they go astray. 



Chp 15- The Gift of Pastor 2- Pastor Larry Booth 

 

 

2 

 

 We see this in groups where there is no shepherd. 
 

H. This office is a more settled or stationary office. 
 

I. The shepherd (pastor) has oversight of the flock.  
How the early church worked- Acts 6, Acts 15 

 

III. Quotes- 
 

A.  From “Spiritual Gift Test” 
 
“The spiritual gift of pastor or pastor/shepherd is one that carries many different 
responsibilities.  This gift is closely related to the spiritual gifts of leadership and 
teaching.  The Greek word for pastor is Poimen and simply means shepherd or overseer.   
In the Biblical context, shepherds had several different responsibilities to their sheep and 
ultimately, to the owner of the sheep.  They kept a lookout for predators and protected the 
sheep from attackers.  They cared for wounded and sick sheep, nursing them back to 
health.  They rescued them if they became lost or trapped.  They spent enormous amounts of 
time with them guiding them to the places of nourishment and rest.  The result was a trust 
and relationship that kept the sheep following the shepherd.  The sheep were attuned to the 
shepherd’s voice to the point that even if they were temporarily mixed with another herd, at 
the call of the shepherd they would separate and follow him. 
Pastors are called shepherds because their calling and gifting are much like those who care 
for sheep.  They are called and gifted to care for the spiritual well-being of a local body of 
God’s people.  Pastors are first and foremost servants.  They are servants of God and servants 
of His bride, the church.  They are given a mixture of abilities by grace that allows them to 
serve the needs of an entire community.   
 
The goal of the pastor is to reveal the glory of God in Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit to 
a people who need God’s grace for life.  The primary way the pastor will do this is by teaching 
the Word of God to the church.   By teaching the Scriptures to the church, the pastor feeds 
the “sheep” of God.”1 
 

B. Kenneth Hagin-  
 

“It is important that ministers should reach a certain age, and experience in ministry before 
they are ordained, because ordination is the act of officially recognizing that a minister has 

                                                      
1 https://spiritualgiftstest.com/spiritual-gift-pastor-shepherd/ 
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obtained to full eldership in the body of Christ. Eldership is not for those just starting out in 
ministry or for spiritual novices.”2 

C. Donald Gee- 
 
“Let it be clearly kept before us, however, that pastoral ministry, to be successful, does 
demand a real gift from God. It requires some measure of gift in conducting meetings, 
especially to maintain all things "in the Spirit," so that the wrong or fanatical is detected and 
controlled, and the good and true given every encouragement and liberty, with everything 
kept in a flow of blessing. It requires some measure of organizing ability (the gift of 
"governments"). It requires a large measure of tact and patience in dealing with the individual 
problems of the divers characters that make up every assembly. A transcendently important 
part of every true pastor's work is visitation (note Paul's "house to house"—Acts 20:20); but 
this also requires a real gift for mixing readily with all sorts of folk, and encouraging 
confidence. Then there is the ever present possibility of having to exercise discipline in the 
assembly, and this especially requires great grace. For all these things the great deep 
necessity at the root of all else, is a consuming love for God's sheep. A pastor needs to have a 
shepherd's heart. With this he is bound to succeed; without it he is bound to fail.”3 
 
 

IV. Different Pastor roles-adapted from Assessme.org4 
 
A person with the gift of Pastor will express that gift differently based upon their God-given 
personality. See my study on The Motivational gifts of God. 
 

A. Administrative Pastor 
 

Most personality types that God generally calls into pastoral roles are people-people and so 

are typically weak strategic planners and system administrators. However, there exists a 

category of people who God does grant the gift of “Pastor”, and yet while they do care for 

people, they are called to focus their service upon the systems and structures of the ministry. 

They possess strong administrative and planning abilities, and so are able to help other 

pastoral-types be less reactive in their ministry. The Administrative Pastor’s ability to 

proactively plan and create ministry systems will enable other pastoral ministry types to be 

more effective. These same qualities are essential in establishing a broad-based lay-ministry 

within the Church. Administrative Pastors will seek to empower others and delegate 

responsibility. 

  

B. Discipleship Pastor 

                                                      
2 Hagin, Kenneth P. 240 
3 Gee, Donald. (1930) The Ministry Gifts of Christ. (P. 58) Gospel Publishing House Springfield Mo. 
4 https://www.assessme.org/spiritual-gifts/pastor/ 
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The Discipleship Pastor is concerned about the Spiritual Formation of the people within their 
lives. They value working with people at every stage of spiritual development from Seeker to 
Leader.  

C. Evangelistic Pastor 
 

An Evangelistic Pastor generally has the gift of Evangelism as well as Pastor. The Evangelism 

Pastor is passionate about ministry to spiritual Seekers. Typically, the “Pastoral” aspect of 

their gifts and personality cause them to prefer relational verses programmed approaches to 

the work of Evangelism. If you feel led by God to serve others in this manner, please select 

the appropriate checkbox. 

 

D. Nurturing (Pastoral care) Pastor 
 

Pastoral care often involves nurturing and caring for the weak within the body. Typically, 

Nurturing Pastors prefer a one-on-one ministry. Visiting the sick, shut-ins, caring for a small 

group, or comforting those who suffer are all classic functions of a Nurturing Pastor. If you 

feel led by God to serve others in this manner, please select the appropriate checkbox. 

 

E. Teaching Pastor- Jer. 3:15 
 
Jeremiah 3:15 (KJV)  
15  And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and 
understanding. 
 

Teaching Pastors prefer to study the Word of God and expound it for others within the body. 

2 Timothy 4:2 and 3 instruct Timothy, a Teaching Pastor, “Preach the Word; be prepared in 

season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage – with great patience and careful 

instruction. For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine….” 

1 Corinthians 4:6b instructs Pastoral Teachers: “Do not go beyond what is written”. James 3:1 

states a warning to those who would presume to be a teacher within the Church: “Not many 

of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach 

will be judged more strictly” 

 
1 Corinthians 4:6 (HCSB)  
6  Now, brothers, I have applied these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, so that you may 
learn from us the saying: “Nothing beyond what is written.” The purpose is that none of you will be 
inflated with pride in favor of one person over another.  
 
James 3:1 (HCSB)  
1  Not many should become teachers, my brothers, knowing that we will receive a stricter judgment,  
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V. From John Russell’s Ephesians-  
 

A. New Testament words used for pastors: 

1. Presbyteros—“elder", literally, "older person." Generally, elders were placed over the early 

New Testament churches—pastors take time to develop. 

 

2. Episkopos—“bishop, overseer." 

 

3. Kubernesis—"governments." This word included those who organize or administer; 

literally, "those who steer a ship" (1Cor. 12:28). 

 

4. Prohistemi—"ruling." This word includes "those who preside, conduct, direct, or govern.” 

The literal meaning of the word is "put before" or "go before." 

 

5. Poimen—"shepherd." This is the word from which we get our word, "pastor." It basically 

means a shepherd. The Israelites were very familiar with the term, since they raised sheep. 

Sheep were defenseless and needed intensive care. The tasks of a Near Eastern shepherd 

were to: 

B. Specifics- what shepherds do 
 
     1. Watch for enemies trying to attack the sheep. 
     2. Defend the sheep from attackers. 
     3. Heal the wounded and sick sheep. 
     4. Find and save lost or trapped sheep. 
     5. Love them, sharing their lives and so earning their trust. 5 

6. Instruct and feed the sheep (LB) 
 
 

VI. 17 Qualifications of pastors- 1 Tim. 3:1-7 bishops must be: 
 
As one of my pastor friends once said. “this is the gold standard.” 
 
1 Timothy 3:1-7 (KJV)  
1  This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work.  
2  A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to 
hospitality, apt to teach;  
3  Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous;  
4  One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity;  
5  (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?)  

                                                      
  5Russell, John E. (2003-4 ebook), Ephesians. You may download this book free at http://BusterSoft.com/JRCM/.© John E. 
Russell 2003-2004.  

http://bustersoft.com/JRCM/
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6  Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.  
7  Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the 
snare of the devil. 

 
  

 Blameless-be above reproach, Strong’s-“unrebukeable.” 
 Be married to only one wife. Not a polygamist. 
 Vigilant- which means to be calm, dispassionate, and circumspect (Vincent’s) Be 

temperate in relation to drink, or self-controlled without any outside addictions. 
 Sober- Sober minded (Vine’s) be “Safe in mind”- Strong’s.  Be prudent or make wise 

decisions. “Discreet… moderate as to opinion or passion”6  
 Good behavior, Respectable, Vine’s-“orderly, well-arranged, decent, modest"7 Thayer’s “a 

man living with decorum, a well-ordered life8 
 Given to hospitality- fond of guest- 
 Able to teach or instructive 
 Not tarrying at wine to the point of being quarrelsome. Not be addicted to wine, (This 

would include other drugs today), with its effects, “brawler” RV. 
 Not a violent or combative person, Vincent’s- “bully.” Be uncontentious (not 

quarrelsome). Thayer’s- “bruiser, ready with a blow.” 9 
   Not a lover money. Greedy, Thayer- “eager for base gain.” 
 Be gentile and patient 
 No be a contentious person 
 Not wanting allot of things, but content-Heb. 13:5 
 One who manages his own household well- else how can he manage the church? 
 Having children (more than one) who are obedient. 
 
Randal House Bible Commentary: “A bishop’s family life is of the utmost significance. He 
should be one that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all 
gravity. This qualification suggests that the bishop will ordinarily be married and have a 
family, but, as mentioned earlier, it does not mean that it is an absolute necessity. If he is 
not married, his suitability for leading the church must be discerned in other ways. But if 
he is married, his homelife supplies a very realistic test of his leadership ability. The word 

translated “ruleth” (Greek proistemi) literally means “to stand before” as one in authority. 

This meaning places strong emphasis on the importance of example, not just 
commandment. The word “house” means his “household.” It includes everything and 
everyone in his household, especially his children. He should do this ruling, this leading 

                                                      
6 James Strong, Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary, (Austin, TX: WORDsearch Corp., 2007), WORDsearch CROSS 
e-book, Under: "4998". 
7 William E. Vine, Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old Testament and New Testament Words, (Nashville, TN: Thomas 
Nelson, 1940), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Modest". 
8 J. H. Thayer, trans., Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1889), s.v. “,” 

WORDsearch CROSS e-book. 
9 J. H. Thayer, trans., Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1889), s.v. “,” 
WORDsearch CROSS e-book. 
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both by precept and example, well: that is, he should do it in the right manner and the 
visible result should testify to his success. 
 
This desired result is seen in his having his children in subjection. 
This does not mean that the pastor’s children have to be perfect. If that were the 
requirement, we would have no pastors. It does mean that he should be able to control 
his children, that, when he gives orders, they submit to his command. 
What the bishop has to do to bring his children into subjection is also important. 
Commentators disagree widely on the application of the final phrase of v. 4, with all 
gravity. Some want to apply it to the manner of the children’s subjection, to their sincerity 
and graciousness (Alford 323). Others feel that it is best applied to the bishops 
themselves, to their manner in controlling their children (White 113). Bernard aptly 
remarks that gravity “is hardly a grace of childhood” (55). The adjective form of the same 
word is used of the deacons in 3:11. In addition to this, the order of the words in the 
original are: “children having in subjection with all gravity.” Paul purposely places the 
phrase “with all gravity” immediately after the statement “having in subjection.” 
Consequently, the phrase seems to logically apply to the manner of the pastor’s control 
over his children. He should be able to control his children with dignity. He should not 
have to constantly threaten and scold his children to obtain their obedience. Neither 
should he beg or bribe them into submission. 
 
The pastor’s children should render obedience readily in public as a result of the teaching, 
discipline, and example they have received at home. Hendriksen says that this authority 
should be exercised in such a manner “that the father’s firmness makes it advisable for a 
child to obey, that his wisdom makes it natural for a child to obey, and that his love makes 
it a pleasure for a child to obey” (127). 
 
Every local church is made up of homes and families. In other words, each family 
represents the church in miniature. With this reasoning Paul declares, For if a man know 
not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God? The same 
principle of faithfulness was taught by Christ Himself in Lk. 16:10, “He that is faithful in 
that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in 
much.” The home is the proving ground for leadership in potential church officers.”10 
 

1 Timothy 3:5 (KJV)  
5  (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of 

God?) 

 
 Not be a new convert (cf. 1 Tim. 5:22). Because he might be caught up in pride. 

 

                                                      
10 Robert E. Picirilli and W. Stanley Outlaw, 1 Thessalonians-Philemon, (Nashville, TN: Randall House, 1990), WORDsearch 
CROSS e-book, 220-221. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Tim%203:4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Tim%203:11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Luke%2016:10
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17.  A good reputation in the community- so he does not disgrace himself and the church (a 
trick of the Devil) 

“The word translated “good report” (Greek marturia) relates more to a testimony about 

personal character. A similar word used in 2:6 (Greek marturion) referred to factual 

testimony, proof, or evidence. Paul regularly refers to the unsaved community where a 
church is located as “them which are without” (see 1 Cor. 5:12; Col. 4:5; 1 Th. 4:12). Those 
who have not yet been saved are still on the outside of God’s kingdom. Christ Himself is 
the door (Jn. 10:9) as well as the way (Jn. 14:6) into this great kingdom. If the pastor is 
ever to be effective in winning those on the outside to Christ, they must think well of him 
with regard to matters of genuineness, honesty, and integrity. A church destroys its 
evangelistic ministry by calling a pastor who has a bad reputation in the community. No 
matter how good his preaching may be, if his daily life in the community does not 
measure up, his testimony will be ineffective.”11 
 

1 Timothy 3:7 (HCSB)  
7  Furthermore, he must have a good reputation among outsiders, so that he does not fall into 

disgrace and the Devil’s trap.  

 

 

VII. Jeremiah’s description of pastors- Below is taken from Dake’s notes12 
 
“Literally, shepherds, although used in Jeremiah of kings, priests, and prophets who were guides 
of the people (Jer. 3:15; 2:8; 10:21; 12:10; 23:1-4; 25:24-38).  
  

Twenty-four Qualifications of Pastors:  
  
1. To be men after God's own heart (Jer. 3:15).  
 

Jeremiah 3:15 (KJV)  
15  And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and 
understanding. 

 
2. To feed the flock with knowledge and understanding (Jer. 3:15; 23:4).  

 
Jeremiah 23:4 (KJV)  
4  And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they shall fear no more, nor be 
dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the LORD. 

                                                      
11 Robert E. Picirilli and W. Stanley Outlaw, 1 Thessalonians-Philemon, (Nashville, TN: Randall House, 1990), WORDsearch 
CROSS e-book, 223. 
12 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or 
King James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Jeremiah 
Chapter 3:15". 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Tim%202:6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Cor%205:12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col%204:5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Thess%204:12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=John%2010:9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=John%2014:6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+3%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+2%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+10%3A21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+12%3A10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+23%3A1-4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+25%3A24-38
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+3%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+3%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+23%3A4
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3. To know God and teach His law (Jer. 2:8).  
  
4. To live free from sin.  
  
5. To walk after things that profit.  
  
6. To be sensitive and reasonable (Jer. 10:21).  

  
Jeremiah 10:21 (KJV)  
21  For the pastors are become brutish, and have not sought the LORD: therefore they shall not 
prosper, and all their flocks shall be scattered. 
 

7. To be seekers of God (Jer. 10:21).  
  
8. To shepherd the flock.  
  
9. To protect and nourish the vineyard (Jer. 12:10).  
  

10. To protect and gather the sheep (Jer. 23:1).  
  

11. To visit the sheep (Jer. 23:2).  
  

Jeremiah 23:2 (KJV)  
2  Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; Ye have 
scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I will visit upon you 
the evil of your doings, saith the LORD. 

 
12. To comfort them in fear (Jer. 23:4).  
  
13. To supply their needs.  
  
14. To be morally clean (Jer. 23:14).  
  

Jeremiah 23:14 (KJV)  
14  I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: they commit adultery, and walk in 
lies: they strengthen also the hands of evildoers, that none doth return from his wickedness: they 
are all of them unto me as Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah. 
 

15. To be honest and truthful (Jer. 23:14,25).  
  
Jeremiah 23:25 (KJV)  
25  I have heard what the prophets said, that prophesy lies in my name, saying, I have dreamed, I 
have dreamed. 
 

16. To discourage evildoers (Jer. 23:14).  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+2%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+10%3A21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+10%3A21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+12%3A10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+23%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+23%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+23%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+23%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+23%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+23%3A25
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+23%3A14
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17. To turn from wickedness.  
  
18. To speak for God (not self; Jer. 23:16).  
  
19. To stand in God's counsel (Jer. 23:22).  
  
20. To give God's words to the people.  
  
21. To turn men from evil ways.  
  
22. To be free from deceit (Jer. 23:26).  
  
23. To cause people to remember God (Jer. 23:27).  
  
24. To speak God's Word faithfully (Jer. 23:28).”  
 

Jeremiah 12:10 (KJV)  
10  Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard, they have trodden my portion under foot, they have 
made my pleasant portion a desolate wilderness. 
 
 
 

VIII. Respecting the elder’s office- 1 Timothy 5 
 
Sometimes we are challenged to honor the office a man stands in and not so much the man 
himself because he is not living above reproach. We are still called to be respectful and not rash 
in our judgments against an leading pastor/elder. 
 

 Rebuke not an elder (older men in the church) but treat him like a father- V.1 
 

 Paying a ruling elder- Those who manage the church are worthy of double pay especially 
those who preach the word and doctrine. V.17-18 

 

1 Timothy 5:18 (HCSB)  
18  For the Scripture says: Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain, and, the worker 
is worthy of his wages. 

  

 Don’t accept an accusation against an elder unless its supported by 2 or 3 witnesses- V19 
 Publically rebuke elders who openly sin so that the rest will be afraid- V20 
 Be on guard doing these things and don’t be partial- V21 
 Don’t be too quick to ordain elders- V22 

 
“As far as humanly possible, and with much prayer and God’s help, we must exercise the 
greatest of care in examining and ordaining our church leaders. It is much easier to refuse to 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+23%3A16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+23%3A22
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+23%3A26
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+23%3A27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+23%3A28
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ordain a person who is obviously not qualified for a leadership role in the church, whether as 
a minister or a deacon, than it is to deal with the problems that are bound to arise when we 
ordain such a person too hastily.”13 
 

 
IX. Conclusion- To have the desire to pastor is a good thing 

 
1 Timothy 3:1-7 (KJV)  
1  This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. 

 

A. God does not change His mind- Gifts and Callings are without repentance 
 
Don’t run from the call. God knows how to equip you for ministry. Spend time growing and 
learning from older pastors, don’t rush into a pastorate. Despise not small beginnings. 
 
Romans 11:29 (KJV)  
29  For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 

 
Matthew 22:14 (KJV)  
14  For many are called, but few are chosen.  

 
Many are called but few are chosen? This verse is not about ministry gifts but of the salvation 
call to the Jews. “This third parable focuses on their rejection of God’s invitation to His Son’s 
celebration.”14 The only scenario that fits this phrase deals with those at the end of the 
Tribulation period who are God’s chosen people coming to the feast and one comes in 
without salvation garments and is rejected. 
 
 

B. Faithfulness- Matt 24:45-47 Faithful and wise 
 
Matthew 24:45-51 (KJV)  
45  Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to 
give them meat in due season?  
46  Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.  
47  Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods.  
48  But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming;  
49  And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken;  
50  The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is 
not aware of,  
51  And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

                                                      
13 Robert E. Picirilli and W. Stanley Outlaw, 1 Thessalonians-Philemon, (Nashville, TN: Randall House, 1990), WORDsearch 
CROSS e-book, 270. 
14 Jeffrey A. Crabtree, Matthew, (NASHVILLE, TN: Randall House, 2015), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 362. 
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Matt. 25:21- Faithful in the little, ruler over much 
 
Matthew 25:21 (KJV)  
21   His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a 
few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 
 

 

C. Proving your gift or calling- 
 

Those who are called by God must have a season or seasons of proving their ministry. When 
we do this we sharpen the call on our life by growing in the specific area that Jesus has gifted 
or graced us with. Young ministers should have a time to be “fathered” by older proven 
ministers. 

 
Romans 12:7 (KJV)  
7  Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; 
 
Galatians 6:3-4 (KJV)  
3  For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.  
4  But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in 
another. 
 

We are not tested so much as by others, but we are set out to test ourselves. This is 
something we do to find strength in what we may think God has called us to. In this process 
comes promotion of the Lord and reward in ourselves. 
 
If you want to lead somebody one day, then learn to serve them first. Jesus taught us this 
principle. 
 
 

D. Approval- We want the Lords approval-study 
 

2 Corinthians 10:16-18 (HCSB)  
16  so that we may proclaim the good news to the regions beyond you, not boasting about what has 
already been done in someone else’s area ⌊of ministry⌋.  
17  So the one who boasts must boast in the Lord.  
18  For it is not the one commending himself who is approved, but the one the Lord commends. 
 

The Lord promotes a young minister not man. If you want the Lord’s approval then don’t be 
lazy in the study of the word. 
 
2 Tim. 2:15 (NLT)  
15 (Study) Work hard so you can present yourself to God and receive his approval. Be a good worker, 
one who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly explains the word of truth. 
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E. Brutish pastors- Don’t be mean 
 

Jeremiah 10:21 (HCSB)  
21  For the shepherds are stupid (KJV- brutish) : they don’t seek the LORD. Therefore they have not 
prospered, and their whole flock is scattered.  
 
Jeremiah 12:10 (HCSB)  
10  Many shepherds have destroyed My vineyard; they have trampled My plot of land. They 
have turned My desirable plot into a desolate wasteland.  

 
1 Peter 5:3 (HCSB)  
3  not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 

 
 

We are not bosses but servants of the most high. Our job is not to control other’s lives but to 
love and take care of the flock of God entrusted to us. 
 

F. My experience-  
 
1 Peter 3:15 (KJV)  
15  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:  

 
 
Be ready to answer, spend time now while you have the time. Your calling will unfold in time 
as you develop your gift. I didn’t call myself a musician for years, even after I traveled with a 
band and wrote many songs. Only after years of work and practice with experience did I. 

 


