
The Spiritual Gifts- Lesson 16-  
The ministry/office gifts of Christ-Pt. 14 Teachers- Pastor Larry 

TEXT: 1 Corinthians 12:1, 4-6, 1 Peter 4:10-Ephesians 4:7-16,  

Introduction:  Romans 12:6 

I. Ten categories of ministry office Gifts - “domata” Ephesians 4:7-13- 1   

Corinthians 12:28-30 

                                                     

II. The ministry gift of the teacher- Ephesians 4:11, 1 Cor. 12:28, Rom. 12:6-8 

Teachers emphasize accuracy of words and love to study; they delight in research to 

validate truth.  The New Testament word translated “teacher” is didaskalos, from 
didasko, "...to give instruction," therefore, "one who gives instruction" (VINE 1134-
1135).  

A. Jesus used the word "teacher" to describe himself: Matt 23:8 

But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master [guide/Teacher], [even] Christ; 
and all ye are brethren (MT 23:8, KJV).  

B. Matt. 9:35- Jesus is the role model for the teacher. Jesus is referred to as teacher 
45 times in the four gospels and 61 times if we include all the terms equivalent to 
teacher  

C. Luke lists five men that he classifies as prophets and teachers—this included Paul 
and Barnabas: Acts 13:1-2 

1. Barnabas and Paul were teachers- Acts 11:22-26. 
2.  Paul was a prophet and a teacher- Gal . 1:9-12, 1 Tim . 2:7 
3. Both became apostles- Acts 14 :8-28 

  
D. Pastors have settled ministries, whereas other gift ministries generally have 
traveling ministries. A teacher usually travels from church to church, unless his 
ministry is combined with pastor or prophet. Other exceptions are a teacher in a 
Bible college and a teacher who uses mass media.  

1 Tim 3:2 Pastors and others should be able to teach, but not all teachers are pastors 

III. The Teacher—A Divine ministry gift 

A. The great Commission commands us to teach- Matt. 28:18-20  



B. Some people have a natural ability to organize knowledge and impart it to others. 
They may or may not have a calling to teach. Much like most Sunday school teachers. 
Sinners certainly cannot fulfill a call until they are saved. 1 Cor. 8:1 

C. The office ministry gift of teaching is a gift and calling from God. This gift should 
be developed and exercised like the other four gifts. Personal examples. 

IV. The Teacher—A Waterer and Builder 

A.  Apollos is a New Testament example: Acts 18:24-28, 1 Cor. 16:12; Titus 3:13 
 
B.  Paul planted the seed, Apollos watered- 1 Cor. 3:6-9 

One florist said that the waterer was the most important individual in growing 
flowers. He could ruin the flowers if he watered them wrongly. 
 
Hagin- “No teaching ministry in the power of the Holy Spirit is dry! It will convey 
rivers of living water.”  

C. Another figure that Paul used was that of a house builder. An evangelist lays the 
foundation, using the figure of a house builder. Paul did the work of an apostle 
(including evangelist) and Apollos did the work of a teacher. A teacher builds the 
superstructure upon the foundation laid by an apostle.  

V. The Teacher—A Vital Member of the Ministry Team- James 3:1 

A. Teachers stabilize new Christians. He or she must teach the word of God 
accurately, according to his gift from the Head of the Church (Jesus). Then the saints 
will be properly grounded, refreshed, revived and will flourish. “When the watering 
process - that is, the teaching of the Word of God – is carried out by a spiritual gift 
because one is called and endowed to teach, it leaves people refreshed and 
revived, just as watering a plant leaves it revived and fresh.  If teaching does not 
leave people refreshed, it simply is not being executed and carried out in the 
power of the Holy Spirit .”- Hagin 
 
“How true it is that teachers are probably more responsible than any other class of 

ministers for the divisions that harass the body of Christ.”-Donald Gee 

 
Luke said that Apollos "helped them much" Acts 18:27. Teaching should be a help to 
those saved by grace.  
 
B.  New Testament teaching unites Christians. The church is bound together—proper 
believing does this. We are to learn the basics of Christianity and then build on them. 
We are to go beyond the "milk" and learn the "meat" of the Word of God: Hebrews 
6:1-2.  
C. True Teachers will not teach doctrinal error that causes splits in the church. 1 Cor. 
13:9  
C. Matt. 10:34-36- New Testament teaching will divide the flock from those who 
reject the fundamental truths about Jesus.  
 

VI. The Holy Spirit is the great teacher-John 14:26. 1 John 2:27 John teaches 


